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Have you ever gone to any sea?

yes

no

 
Millions of people all over the world spend their holidays travelling to other countries and continents. They like to see modern cities and ruins of ancient towns, seas and oceans. And we like to travel too. 
This summer we visited different seas and we’d like to tell you about them.
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What sea did you go?

Black

Azov

Red

Mediterranean

The Black Sea
The Black Sea is an internal sea of the Atlantic Ocean. Its area is 422 000 km2. The Black Sea washes the coast of Russia, Ukraine, Rumania, Bulgaria, Turkey. Some big rivers, such as the Dnepr and the Dniester flow into the sea.
The Black Sea had some names. In antique Greece it was named Pontos Euxeinos. It means “hospitable sea”. In ancient Russia the Black Sea was named the Russian Sea.
According to the Turkish legend there is a sword of God which was thrown into the sea by the magician Ali. Waters of the sea don’t need this sword and try to throw it out. When the sea is agitated it becomes dark and even black.
Some scientists believe there are different hypotheses of the name of the Black Sea. One of them is that there is a lot of hydrogen sulfide which blacks metal things. The anchors of ancient seafarers became black in the sea, that’s why this sea was named so. 
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The Black Sea is one of the largest resort regions of Eurasia. The climate of the Black Sea coast is continental with warm wet winters and hot dry summers. The average temperature of the water in summer is 22-260C. As a rule, the Black sSea is calm and caressing but sometimes there are waterspouts here (one of them we saw).

In the Black Sea there are 2 500 spices of fish and animals.

At the Black Sea coast there are a lot of beautiful cities such as Sochi, Anapa, Tuapse and others.
[image: image4.jpg]



[image: image5.wmf]62%

38%

Have you ever gone to any sea?

yes

no

The Sea of Azov
The Sea of Azov is the shallowest sea in the world. Its depth is only 14 m. It was known in AD I and had the name of the Blue Sea. This name was changed some times. They say,  the current name comes from a Polovtsian prince called Azum or Asuf, who was killed in this region in 1067.
The sea is 340 km long and 135 km wide and has an area of 37 605 km2. The main rivers flowing into it are the Don and the Kuban.

Nowadays the sea doesn’t freeze, although during the 18th and 19th centuries it was normally frozen every winter. The average temperature of the Azov Sea in summer is 22-240C. The storms are infrequent here. The breezes are typical for the Azov Sea. The wind blows from the sea to the land in the daytime and from the land to the sea at night. 

The sea is not very salted. 
The Sea of Azov has over 80 spices of fish, such as beluga, herring, sea-roach, flounder.
The most famous cities at the Azov Sea coast are Yeysk, Taganrog, Temruk, Berdyansk.
The Red Sea
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The Red Sea is an internal sea of the Indian Ocean located between the Arabian Peninsula and Africa. It is one of the warmest and the saltiest seas in the world. No one river flows into it, that’s why the water in the Red Sea is crystal-clear.
The area of the Red sea is 450 000 km2. Its length is 2 350 km and its width is 350 km in its widest part. Its depth is 427 m. 

The sea is named Red because of seaweeds which paint blue waters of the sea in red brown colour during seasonal growth.

There is an old legend about the sea. It tells about a difficult transition of Jews from Egypt to Ireland. Their way passed through the sea. Moses, who headed Jewish people, ordered to waters to part. After that they saw the bottom of the sea, covered with mountain ridges and hollows. A lot of people died there that’s why the sea was named the Red Sea.
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The climate of the Red sea coast is dry and warm. The temperature of the air is 20-250C in winter and 35-400C in summer. The temperature of the water is 20C in winter and 270C in summer.

The Red Sea is very exotic. Its main sight is its unique underwater world with 400 spices of fish and a lot of beautiful corals.
The Mediterranean Sea
The Mediterranean Sea is an intercontinental sea of the Atlantic Ocean. It is one of the largest seas in the world. It’s also one of the warmest and the saltiest.
The modern Mediterranean Sea is a relic of the ancient ocean Tetis which was wider.
The waters of the sea wash coasts of 22 countries, for example Spain, France, Italy, Greece, Turkey, and Egypt. The large rivers, such as Ebros, Rhone, Tiber, and Nile flow into the sea.

The area of the Mediterranean Sea is 250 000 km2. Its depth is 1438 m.

The average temperature of the water in the sea is 8-120C in January and 26-280C in August.

The subtropical zone has influence to the climate of the Mediterranean Sea. In winter the weather is changeable, with storms and precipitations. And in summer it is hot here. The average temperature of the air is 14-160c in January and 22-240C in August.
The fauna of the Mediterranean Sea is very various. There are 550 spices of fish and 70 spices of fish-endemics in the sea. There are also devil-fishes, squids, spiny lobsters and crabs. (Can you imagine that I saw a lot of crabs in the sea?)[image: image8.jpg]



Many pupils of our class went to different seas. For the purpose to find out what sea is the most popular among them, we asked them such questions as:

1. Have you ever gone to any sea?

2. What sea did you go?

3. Why did you go there?

	Survey 
(26 students questioned)

	?
	Yes
	No

	1. Have you ever gone to any sea?
	16

62%
	10

38%

	2. What sea did you go?
	Black
	Azov
	Red
	Med.

	
	10 

63%
	2

12%
	3

19%
	1

6%

	3. Why did you go there?
	warm climate (4), clean water (2), a lot of sights (3), it’s not very expensive (7) 
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	reasons
	Black sea
	sea of Azov
	Red sea
	Mediterranean sea

	climate

temperature of water
purity of water

salinity

distance from the house up to the sea

cost of residing
(day and night)

sights


	warm

22-260C

not very pure
salted

not very far

600-800 rubles

(in the flat or in the house)
a lot
	warm

22-240C

pure
not very salted

not very far
700-800 rubles
(in the flat or in the house)

a lot 
	hot

270C

crystal-clear
one of the saltiest seas

very far
2 600 rubles
(in the hotel)
a lot
	hot

25-280C
pure

one of the saltiest seas

very far
1 400 rubles
(in the hotel)
a lot


We analyzed the pupils’ answers and we established that the main reason why they go to this or that sea is the distance from their houses up to the sea.

We knew that the Black Sea is the most popular not only among the pupils of our class, but among all Russians. 12 million Russian people had a rest there last summer.

The resorts of Turkey take the second place. 2 200 000 Russian people visited this country. Egypt is on the third place. 659 000 Russians had a rest there last summer.
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Alyona and Kate liked the Black Sea because it is very beautiful. But as for me, I liked best the Red Sea, because it’s an empire of coral reeves. A variety of corals’ forms and designs amaze your imagination. They are the cities where each house charms by its beauty and pretentiousness. They shake by difference of their colours and shades. 
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_1294591896.xls
Диаграмма1

		yes

		no



Have you ever gone to any sea?

Have you ever gone to any sea?

0.62

0.38



Лист1

				Have you ever gone to any sea?

		yes		62%

		no		38%

				Для изменения диапазона данных диаграммы перетащите правый нижний угол диапазона.
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Диаграмма1

		Black

		Azov

		Red

		Mediterranean



What sea did you go?

What sea did you go?

0.63

0.12

0.19

0.06



Лист1

				What sea did you go?

		Black		63%

		Azov		12%

		Red		19%

		Mediterranean		6%

				Для изменения диапазона данных диаграммы перетащите правый нижний угол диапазона.






