The Universiade is an international multisport event, organized for university athletes be the International University Sports Federation (FISU). The name is a combination of the words “University” and “Olympiad”. The Universiade is often referred to English as the World University Games or World Students Games, however, this latter term can also refer to competition for sub-University grades students, as well.   
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Kazan is Getting Ready for 2013 Universiade

The large-scale preliminary works for the 2013 Universiade are being held in the capital of Tatarstan Kazan, reported Vladimir Leonov, the Chairman of the Internal Relations and Tourism Committee during the recent meeting dedicated to the automobile rally Kazan-Sochi-Kazan.  

 

Kazan has traditionally been a university city and only Moscow and Saint Petersburg have more students. The 30 largest universities and institutes in Russia, with more than 180,000 students from 15 different countries, are located in Kazan. Many students from Kazan represent Tatarstan and Russia at international sports events. Kazan’s hosting of the Universiade will make it possible to fully realize their creative and sports potential.

 
Kazan has a long established tradition of organizing large sporting events. Kazan (Republic of Tatarstan, Russia) possesses all the resources, facilities and personnel necessary to organize such a global event. The Universiade in the Russian Federation is a great opportunity for the development of sports among the youth of Russia.

The history of the international university     sports federation
 FISU was officially formed in 1949, but its origin goes back to the 1920 when the Frenchman, Jean Petitjean, organised the first "World Student Games" in Paris in May 1923.

The following year saw the birth of the International Confederation of Students (I.C.S.), which held a congress in Warsaw. Several delegations took part and the movement was launched. From 1925 to 1939, many great sporting events were organised by the students and the I.C.S. : in Prague in 1925, Rome in 1927, then again in Paris, Darmstadt (1930), Turin (1933), Budapest (1935), Paris (1937), Monaco (1939).

The Second World War interrupted these meetings, but when peace was restored, France re-launched the World University Games.

This peace was relative, because the shadow of the Cold War soon divided university sport. In 1949, although the International Students Union (I.S.U.) organised Games at which very few Western countries participated, the International University Sports Federation (FISU), born the previous year in Luxembourg, was officially founded and organised its first International University Sports Weeks bringing together the western delegations. These meetings took place notably in Merano (1949), Luxembourg (1951), Dortmund (1953) and San Sebastian (1955).

In a new departure in 1957, the French Federation organised a World University Sports Championship which brought together students from Eastern and Western blocks.

From this meeting came the desire to organise a universal event in which students from all over the world could participate.

In 1959, FISU and the I.S.U. agreed to participate in the games organised in Turin by the Italian association : C.U.S.I. That year was undoubtedly the one that left the biggest impression on our federation. In fact, the Italian organisers baptised these 1959 games with the name Universiade. They created the flag with a "U" surrounded by stars, which was going to begin its journey around the world, and replaced the national anthems at the medal-awarding ceremonies by the Gaudeamus Igitur.

The Universiade in Turin was a success for the local Executive Committee and for the man who was going to change the future of the university sports movement : Dr Primo NEBIOLO. At this Universiade, which brought together 43 different countries and 1,400 participants, many non-member federations asked to become members of FISU.

However, even though university sports finally led a peaceful coexistence, the modus vivendi still needed to be established. In addition to the agreement that was made concerning national symbols (neither flags nor anthems) and on the programme, FISU determined its philosophy in article 2 of its statutes by stipulating : "FISU pursues its objects without consideration or discrimination of a political, denominational or racial nature".

From then on, FISU was to organise the Games on a worldwide level.

Ever since this important period, the Universiades continues to attract more and more participants. We went from a total of 1407 participants in Turin '59 to a total of 6675 in 2001 (Beijing) from more than 165 countries!

The Winter Universiades experienced the same success. In fact, our statistics show that 98 athletes participated in 1958 at the Universiade in Zell-Am-See while 1007 athletes and 536 officials from 41 countries came to the Universiade in Zakopane, Poland in 2001.

The expansion of university sport around the world created a new need for meetings and competitions in order to complete the Universiade programme. Thus, FISU has also supervised the World University Championships since the early sixties.

For thirty-eight years, 148 of these Championships have been organised, covering a large range of events (almost always different from the Universiade sports) and gathering nearly 25500 participants from 135 different countries. These championships, which take place on even years and which have had increasing success as the years go on, guarantee continuity in the competitions programme. They also allow a large number of students and university sports leaders to unite on occasions other than at Universiades. 


FISU supports these competitions which give student-athletes the opportunity to come together from all around the world in a spirit of understanding and peace so that they can aim towards obtaining results at a high technical level.

City of Youth

[image: image26.jpg]



[image: image2.jpg]



Despite its millennial history, Kazan is a very young city. More than 40% of the population is under 30 years old. The authorities of the city and the Republic thought of these young people when they made sports infrastructure development and healthy lifestyle promotion a priority of their policy. The preparation for the Universiade and the hosting of the Games in Kazan will provide a new impetus for young people’s development and the promotion of a healthy lifestyle
City of Stability
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Kazan is the administrative, economic and cultural center of a well-developed region recognized internationally for its attractiveness to investors. The political and economic situation in Kazan is favorable for business. Some of the global trade giants successfully operate in the city, including IKEA, OBI, Metro Cash&Carry and Grossmart, as well as other companies that value stability. 

The hosting of the Universiade by Kazan will confirm the high international status of Tatarstan’s capital.

City of Quality Accommodation
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Kazan is one of Russia’s leading cities in terms of urban development. With regard to the ratio of new residential properties to the city’s population, Tatarstan’s capital is ahead of any other city in the country. New homes in Kazan are designed for comfort; they are built upon the projects of famous architects from England, Spain, Italy, Romania, Israel, Germany and Japan. The entire Universiade infrastructure, such as sports facilities and hotels, is already available and well developed in the city. All sports facilities are located close to each other and less than 15 km away from the planned location of the Universiade Athletes’ Village.

City Where East Meets West
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Since long ago, Kazan has been known as a "melting pot of nationalities". Kazan is influenced by both Russian and Tatar cultures and the city is characterized by its unique blend of nationalities and cultures, which combines Eastern and Western traditions. Kazan has an advantageous geographical position: the city is located between Eastern and Western Europe. The city is easy to get to from any location in the world thanks to its highly developed transport infrastructure.
City of Peace and Calm
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The population of Kazan, the capital of Tatarstan, includes more than a hundred nationalities, many of which have their own language, centuries-old traditions and holidays. Both for Russia and the entire world, Kazan has become a symbol of tolerance, peaceful and harmonious co-existence of different religions and cultures. The people of Kazan are noted for their affability, hospitality and religious tolerance. 

City of Sports
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Kazan is rightfully called the sports capital of the region and its sports infrastructure is constantly developing. Kazan’s sports teams raised the city’s prestige with many victories at Russian and European competitions. Kazan has hosted many large tournaments, both international and national, and for this reason the capital of Tatarstan has been chosen to host the Universiade 2013.

Sport Achievements
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Kazan has always been renowned for its sporting achievements. Teams from Tatarstan’s capital successfully compete at Russian national water polo, volleyball, ice hockey, bandy, hockey, basketball and rugby league championships. The best players in each sport play for Russia’s national teams. The following Olympic champions have made a special contribution to boosting Kazan’s sporting reputation: weightlifters Aleksandr Kurynov and Nikolay Kolesnikov, cyclist Valery Likhachev, handball player Ludmila Shubina, fencers Nailya Gilyazova, Valentina Nikonova and Olga Knyazeva, volleyball player Lydia Loginova, judo wrestler Vitaly Kuznetsov and runner Liliya Nurutdinova. Athletes from Kazan participated in the Universiade for the first time in 1959. Since then, approximately 100 representatives of Tatarstan have participated in summer and winter Universiades and more than 20 of these athletes have become champions. Kazan athletes have earned an excellent reputation and every year they confirm it by demonstrating great results at European and World championships.

Main Sporting Events in Kazan
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Some of the largest sports facilities in Kazan are the Basket Hall for 9,000 spectators, ice hockey complex Tatneft Arena for 10,500 spectators, the Kazan Skiing Complex and several modern stadiums. In recent years, Tatarstan’s capital has been successfully hosting prestigious competitions, such as the European Junior Volleyball Championships, the EVC Cup final, the FIBA Cup final, Russia’s National Team matches within European championships, Basketball World League and Volleyball World League, Len Trophy Cup water polo matches, UEFA Football Cup matches, the Znamenskiye Brothers Memorial Competition in track and field and the European Hockey Championships (Division B).

Mintimer Shaimiev: ‘The right to host the Universiade-2013 is a historical achievement’

Tatarstan President Mintimer Shaimiev called the victory in the bid for hosting the World student games of 2013 a historical achievement. 

“I have no doubt that after the Games of 2013 Tatarstan capital will become much better,” Mintimer Shaimiev said at the ceremony of handing over state awards of the Russian Federation and the Republic of Tatarstan. The ceremony has been held today in Kazan Kremlin. 

According to words of the President, good road junctions and sport facilities need to be constructed; the International Airport Kazan needs reconstruction; and the present look of the city need to be preserved. “It will be done,” Tatarstan President assured. 

“Our task is to finish the Universiade-2013 in the conditions attractive for organization of any international competitions in summer sports,” Mintimer Shaimiev said.
Athletes’ Village
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Athletes will be staying in seven buildings with spacious two-bedroom apartments (six on each floor). Each apartment will have a shared kitchen and a bathroom. The first floor of each building will house the apartment of the official country team representative, fist aid, as well as recreation rooms where the participants can relax or have meetings. 

All buildings and facilities in the Athletes’ Village will be designed to ensure that competition participants are as comfortable as possible. At the Athletes’ Village, there will also be an International Information and Press Center of the Universiade with a 2,000-seat conference room, a 3,000-seat restaurant, a medical center, a training stadium with a total area of more than 12,000 sq. m. and an indoor track and field arena. Moreover, athletes will have access to two sports halls with a total area of approximately 6,000 sq. m. The Athletes’ Village will also have an entertainment center with cinemas, bars, a ten pin bowling hall and a parking lot. 

The Athletes’ Village will be situated in a picturesque area 6 km away from the center of Kazan and 19 km away from the airport. All the other Universiade facilities will be located within a radius of 15 km from the Athletes’ Village.

Symbol of Youth and Development 
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The logotype design for the Summer Universiade in Kazan is based on the so-called "flower style", which is used in Tatar national ornaments. Furthermore, flowers symbolize summer, youth, development, joy and happiness.

Mascot of the Universiade
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A winged snow leopard cub named Unie has been selected as the mascot of the Universiade in Kazan. 

The snow leopard is the national symbol of Tatarstan and is depicted on the state emblem of the Republic. This animal was the symbol of Bulgar Tsars, as well as the totem of the Bulgar tribe of Barsil, which was the largest ethnic group in Volga Bulgariya. The cult of the snow leopard goes back to antiquity and is distinctly manifested during the Scythian-Sakhs’ epoch. Two snow leopards live in the Kazan Zoo: a male called Tamerlan and a female called Silva.

Citizens’ Attitude to Hosting of the Universiade
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The phrase “Universiade in Kazan” bears a special significance for the city’s residents. They are well aware that the capital of the Republic of Tatarstan claims to host the Summer Universiade 2013, support this decision and are ready to assist in the Games’ organization in every possible way. Public opinion poll shows that 79% of the residents know that Kazan claims to host the World Summer Universiade 2013, two thirds (67%) welcome and approve the bid and 73% of the respondents believe that Kazan is able to organize the Games at a high level. Besides, about 53% are ready to make a feasible contribution to the Universiade, and students of Tatarstan universities and colleges are among them. The vast majority of students are also well aware of Kazan’s plans to be a candidate city and they are ready to participate in the preparation and carrying out of the Universiade as sportsmen, volunteers or spectators. 

People all over the world, know that Universiade of 2013 will be held in Kazan, a capital of the Republic of Tatarstan. By that time most of us, school children, will be Universiade students. We are sure that we will watch all sports events with a great excitement or even take part in them, because most of us love sport and do it professionally. And we also think that Kazan Universiade 2013 will be the most successful and exciting sport competitions because all Russian people, especially Kazan citizens, will do everything possible this unforgettable sport event to be held in our city. It’s a great honour to be the hosts of such tremendous holiday of youth and sport!
