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Improve Your English Through Reading Classic Literature
(Читаем классическую литературу и совершенствуем английский).
   The work “Improve Your English Through Reading Classic Literature” describes the teacher’s methods of arranging classes based on home reading.

   The main aims are: to develop the learners’ speaking skills and motivate them to think critically, to give the students a chance to introduce elements of language research into the process of  learning. 

  Optional tasks are:

1. to help students broaden their horizons and understand the cultures of other countries and other periods of history,

2. to practise the language they have learned and extend their knowledge in a meaningful way, 

3. to provide speaking practice and group work.
Introduction

   While teaching I’m always in search of ways of conversation activities to get my students talking.

   To my mind, the Student’s books, which are at our disposal (both Russian and foreign ones), don’t give us many opportunities in developing our learners’ speaking skills and motivating them to think critically. They seldom give a chance to introduce elements of language research into the process of teaching.

    During several years I’ve been practising Reading classes based on classic literature. I came to the conclusion that it helps realize these aims in acquiring a foreign language.

   Optional tasks are:

4. to help students broaden their horizons and understand the cultures of other countries and other periods of history,

5. to practise the language they have learned and extend their knowledge in a meaningful way, 

6. to provide speaking practice and group work.

    I’d like to share my teaching experience. Two groups of students were involved in the Project work:  7”a” and 7”d”. The Reader   included: a) an abridged version of the classic story of  “David Copperfield” by Ch. Dickens, b) the Teacher’s Book, c) the audio cassette. In the book there are ten chapters of approximately the same length, very convenient for arranging home and class work, very well illustrated.

    It’s very important that reading can be done at home as well as in class. It can therefore be used alongside any programme, regardless of the time available in the school timetable. Of course, it is better to have an additional hour a week for the purpose.

    Usually I ask my students to read a chapter at home, write out unfamiliar words and phrases, do some exercises in the Activity section and by all means listen to the recording, which includes a fully dramatized audio version of the story and provides a model for the appropriate pronunciation and intonation of the English Language.

    In class I can check their answers and we discuss the main points of the story, eliciting their views on the plot and the characters.

    I try to stimulate students’ interest and create a positive atmosphere so that they become involved in the story. It’s quite necessary to encourage the students to discuss their views openly and accept all answers provided if they are well - justified. 

    Reading presents a variety of activities:

    students can compare the action in the story to the predictions (reading for gist),

   students can read for specific information, 

   they answer comprehension questions,

    discuss personalizing the story and referring to the “What do you think?” questions.

    Language practice helps students focus on  literary analysis of the story (working with words, collocations, metaphors, similies, antonyms, synonyms, phrasal verbs, idioms, etc….).

    Extension – a) what happens next? – questions, making assumptions based on textual information and pictures and students’ own evaluation of the story, b) guess the meaning – the task is designed to help students practise reading a short paragraph and referring the meaning of words and phrases they will come across in the following chapter.

    Every picture tells a story – What do we learn about the time period in which this story takes place? How do people eat, dress, live …? What relationships are evident in the picture? Do they like each other? Does anyone have authority over another? How do the people involved seem to feel? Is there a feeling of fear, romance, excitement, etc. …?

    Board games, projects and a lot of other activities are also available.  

    So, reading helps students:

    broaden their horizons and understand the cultures of other countries and other periods of history,

    through reading literature, students become familiar with other points of view and develop their skills of critical thinking and appraisal (because they have to consider a book carefully and form their own opinions of it by discussing its strengths and weaknesses),

    students become personally involved in the lives of the characters and for a short time inhabit a world that is completely different from that of their everyday lives, this way they focus on the

 meaning behind the English language, not merely on its structure (vocabulary, grammar, etc….) 

    In the process of reading the book we have learned, have studied and have done the following :

1. We have studied the biography of Ch. Dickens. The author’s biography gives the students awareness of the right historical context, as well as helps them make intelligent guesses about what to expect in the story and why it was written. We have done it in the form of a dialogue.

2. Students have tried their poetic skills. The poem covering the contents of the book has been composed in Russian and the poem devoted to the main character David Copperfield – in English. Kennech Koch, American poet and teacher, said: “Children have a natural talent for writing poetry and anyone who teaches them should know that. Teaching really is not the right word for what takes place: it is more like permitting the children to discover something they already have”. 

3.  “Names of the characters speak!” This work has been done by one of the students. It’s his first research work.

4. We have made up characteristics for almost all the personalities of the book. We had to go back to the book to find evidence of each character’s positive and negative traits. For this purpose students had to make notes during all the time of our work on the book. It was not easy and required a lot of persistence from their side.

5. The audio cassette helped us master our artistic reading. Besides, we practised a lot in literary translation.

6. We have made up a series of imaginary plots (What if….?), so called Flow Diagrams. What is a Flow Diagram? It’s when students use their imagination – change some facts or events of the story which causes a lot of changes in the fates of characters. 

7. We have written quite a number of scenarios and dramatized them. Very often children had to make scenarios based on the pages which didn’t contain any dialogical pieces. They had to penetrate into the feelings and thoughts of the characters and make them speak.

    In conclusion I’d like to say that the students’ Feedbacks show that they are satisfied with their work, with its results. They feel more confident in their skills and they are not against to read another book in English, though it sometimes takes much time to cope with tasks. In my opinion, we, teachers of English, shouldn’t miss the opportunity to give our students more knowledge through reading English classic literature.

    P.S.  This year we are reading “Jane Eyre” by Ch. Bronte.

T.I.Gladysh, Teacher of English 
  Children have a natural talent for writing poetry and anyone who teaches them should know that. Teaching really is not the right word for what takes place: it is more like permitting the children to discover something they already have.

Kenneth Koch                                                                         (American poet and teacher)

To David Copperfield.

My dear bonnie David!

What difficult childhood you had!

After such serious trials

It’s easy to think the world’s mad.

You looked for true love,

You tried to find luck,

You wanted the best,

And now you’re a winner – you stood the test!

Your kindness will never be forgotten,

No matter what happened to you!

We thank you for all you have gotten,

We’d like to take after you!!!

Made by N. Rybina

Names Speak!

      There are writers-realists who pay much attention to own names. In the books by Ch.Dickens practically all names and surnames are taken from real life, including his novel “David Copperfield”. In my work I want to explore the meanings of some names in this story.

    Copperfield. “Copper” means медь, медный;” field” – поле боя. “David” is a bible name. David Copperfield is firm like copper; he goes through all the hardships.

     Micawber – an incurable optimist, who always trusts that something good will happen. “Micawber” became a proper name. “She’s a regular Micawber”—“Она типичный Микобер”, -- they say about such people.

    Clara sounds like “clear”. It’s very true, if related to Clara Copperfield, who was a very kind and honest woman “with the heart of gold”.

    Betsey. “To bet” means  to risk. Aunt Betsey is a rather risky woman, I think.

    Peggotty. “A peg” is a pin or a bolt of wood or metal for holding parts of framework together. Peggotty was like a peg in David’s family, “she was more than a servant”. She always tried to keep friendly home atmosphere.

   Emily.  Sounds very mild. In the book the author shows the girl very sensitive and quiet.

    Steerforth  means “to steer forth”. This character always goes to his goal, and always gains it.

    Mr. Murdstone plots plans about murder, death. He is as hard as a stone. With this surname the author shows his bad attitude to the character. Any reader won’t like this person when he just sees the surname.

    Creakle is an old cruel wicked man. He has got an unpleasant creaky voice. When he talks, he creaks. Giving such a name to his character the author shows his negative attitude to him.

    Dick.  “Dicky” means weak, unhealthy, unreliable. Mr. Dick is a little bit strange person and his relatives say he’s got morbid imagination.

    So, as we can see, names talk. And I think that Dickens was a brilliant master of using names 

 with effect.


                                                                                                    Made by A. Kolesnikov

Characteristics

                                                              David Copperfield

    ''David Copperfield'' is an autobiographical novel. Largely David Copperfield is the main character of the book. David was born at the Rookery. His father died before David's birth.

     David was brought up by his mother and their servant Peggotty in a middle-class home in the country.

    After his mother’s death everything about the whole area seemed gloomy and sad to David. He had been through many hardships though he was very young.

    Young David was a tall boy. He had short brown hair and blue eyes. Grown-up David is a very handsome man. He is tall and slim. He has got kind blue eyes.

    David is an optimist. He believes that no matter how hard life may be at times, there are always good moments. He is also a very good and honest man. Copperfield thinks not only about himself. He will always come for his friends' rescue. 

    David always looks for the best in people. When Mr. Micawber goes to prison, Copperfield believes that he is a good man and that he'll pay all his debts. When Agnes needs his help, David doesn't run away. Copperfield solves this problem. He exposes Uriah Heep.

    Nowadays we haven’t got many people like David, because life is very cruel and everybody thinks only about oneself. 

    From this book you can learn a lot. You will understand that good and bad things happen to everyone as they go through life. We should expect that and move on. People must help each other, respect each other. If you are kind to people you will succeed in the end.

Made by R. Ibragimova

Mr. Murdstone
      I'd like to tell about Mr. Murdstone. His age is about 37. Mr. Murdstone is a handsome man – tall and slim with dark hair and a beard. The Murdstones took over the house and dictated how the house should be organized. 

   Mr. Murdstone was very strict not only with David but also with his mother. He didn’t allow David’s mother and Peggotty to come to David.

  Mr. Murdstone was badly treated as a child, and knew of no other way to treat children. That's why he beat David. Mr. Murdstone was a hard character himself and believed that David has been mothered too much.

    Mr. Murdstone decided to send David away to a boarding school. When David came home Murdstone and David’s mother had a child. But the Murdstones didn’t allow David to play with the baby and hold him.

    Soon the baby and David’s mother died. David was very sad and shocked but Mr. Murdstone did not understand it. He sent David to work at his factory.  David ran away to his aunt. Mr. Murdstone was so angry that decided to come to David’s aunt. But aunt Betsey told him to leave her house and never come back!

Mr. Murdstone was a man who wanted everything only for himself. He was an unkind man. He didn’t understand David’s mother and David. He thought that he was the main person in their life.

                                                                                              Made by D. Oglezneva

Uriah Heep
     Uriah Heep was probably planning to become much more important and powerful. He was always trying to trick people and take advantage of them because humans think that snakes are sly and dangerous. 

    Uriah Heep had a nervostic along with his appearance. He could not stop himself from grinning. He wanted to appear harmless and unimportant. He behaved that by making people think he had no ambition, they would trust him and allow him to do what he wanted without interference.  Uriah Heep stole money from the business, he encouraged Agnes’ father to drink too much. David didn’t respect Uriah Heep. I don’t respect him either.

                                                                                               Made by M. Ovchinnikova

Clara

Clara lived in Blunderstone, Suffolk; she lived in a nice big house with a beautiful garden and many trees outside. She became mother after her husband’s death. She was a very beautiful woman. Clara was a tall and slim woman.  She had long light hair, beautiful blue eyes, she had a big red mouth.

 Clara had a child, his name was David.  She was afraid of getting herself or David into trouble by showing him any affection. 

Clara had been very much in love with her husband  and  now  that  he  was dead  and  could   not  defend  himself,  she  was not  prepared  to  have  anyone  speak  badly  about  him.

She had a servant, her name was Peggotty.  Peggotty was a good friend to Clara and David when they were alone.

Clara is my  favourite  because  she  is a kind, honest  woman ,  with the heart  of  gold . She married to Mr Murdstone who was rich.  She wanted  David  to  live  in a  good  house,  have  a  good  family, and be very  happy.

Made by N. Kupalnaya

Agnes

    My favourite character is Agnes. She is the same age as the 

main character - David. Agnes was very mature for her age. She often tried to make David understand that he can only  influence the future by what he does  today. She always told David that he could not foresee the future.

    Agnes was a very beautiful girl. She had long brown hair and clear blue eyes. What about her temper? She was a wise and special person. Agnes was an intelligent woman and much more capable that other characters were.

    Agnes had also been in love with David for a long time but couldn’t tell him about it because it was socially unacceptable for a woman to take a lead in romantic affairs. But at last she said her feelings to David and David said his ones to Agnes and they had a beautiful wedding. After that they decided to have three beautiful children.

    I want to have the best friend as Agnes is. When I read the book I think there are not so many people as Agnes around me.

    I wish I were like Agnes.

Made by K. Kovaleva

Aunt Betsey Trotwood

   She was an old woman with black hair and grey eyes. Aunt Betsey was very slender and looked very bossy. She lived in Dover where she had a neat little cottage with a garden full of flowers.

    Aunt Betsey left the Rookery in a huff  immediately after David’s birth. She probably didn’t feel quiet that she hadn’t done more to help when David was born. She had problems with her husband.  She got married to a man who made her life miserable.

    Aunt Betsey seemed to consider all men wicked and silly and she thought that they made women’s life difficult.

   Aunt Betsey was sometimes strict but she cared about David and protected him. Aunt Betsey was in control of situation and of the Murdstones in particular. She didn’t believe a word the Murdstones said.

   I respect Aunt Betsey because of her character and her attitude to David. She was brave and fair and these are the best traits of a person, to my mind.      

Made by N. Rybina.

Emily Peggotty

    Emily Peggotty has a part of the second plan in the story.

She was a beautiful girl. She became a dress - maker. She had to marry Ham but she ran away with Steerforth. They traveled for a month on the “Little Emily”. But Steerforth soon lost interest in her and they quarreled. She returned to London alone where Mr.Peggotty found her. Soon Steerforth and Ham passed away. Emily traveled with Mr.Peggotty to Australia.

   Emily has fair curly hair and blue eyes. She is tall and slim. She has got a tender and nice face. She is a very beautiful and sweet woman.

  Emily was as beautiful as ever, but she acted like a grown-up and didn’t talk with David much. Sometimes she told David that he was so childish. Emily wanted to be a lady. She wanted to be rich and to live in a big house with lots of servants. She loved her uncle very much. She dreamed that if she became a lady she’d buy Mr.Peggotty, her uncle, a gold watch and a silver pipe. Also she wanted to buy him a red velvet coat with diamond buttons on it because he was so good to her and her third cousin Ham. But because Emily’s family were poor fishermen, this dream of course could not come true.

  She was beautiful and clever. She was also very friendly and quiet. I like her more than the other characters.

Made by A. Litvintseva

Мr.  Micawber

     Mr. Micawber was fat and short. He had a very big family. Mr. Micawber was a kind -  hearted man, but he was rather irresponsible. He was an honest man. But he didn't work and he had a lot of debts. He couldn't pay for his debts. That's why he went to prison. After some time his prison sentence was over. When David worked at the vine factory he lived in Mr. Micawber's house. Mr. Micawber taught David the lesson he learned from his own mistakes:” We shouldn't spend more money than we make because that will lead  to debts which we can't pay - therefore we will be unhappy”. The Micawbers’ decided to leave London. It was very dangerous to live in London without work.

    Some time later David met Mr. Micawber in Mr.  Wickfield's house. He was shocked to see him because he knew that Mr. Micawber would only work for good people. He always wanted to help people. David respected Mr. Micawber as a man despite all his problems. He helped Aunt Betsey very much. After Mr. Micawber paid his debts he and his family emigrated to Australia with Mr. Peggotty and Emily. He becomes a governor. Even though Mr. Micawber may have been irresponsible, he had always been honest. His honesty didn't seem to benefit him at all while he was in England. But when he went to Australia he had a fresh start  and  gained a position of authority and honour. So his honesty finally paid off and he became respected and popular in the new country.

                      Made by S. Voskoboinikova

Aunt Peggotty
    Aunt Peggotty is my favourite character because she is a very clever, kind and funny woman. She was employed as a servant, but because she lived in Clara’s house and because David and Clara had nobody else, she became like a member of the family and a friend of Clara and David.

    Peggotty had a good family – Mr Peggotty (her brother), his niece Emily and Ham.

    Peggotty helped Clara to create a peaceful and loving home atmosphere and she always helped David with his problems with Mr. Murdstone.

    Charles Dickens describes Peggotty as a funny, fat woman, with plump red cheeks, that looked like big apples. She did good things for good people.

    I like her, for her kindness. She helped Clara to look after David. When David was born, she and Clara were often sitting in the parlour. They chatted by the fire and sang songs or read to David.

Made by A. Kocheulova

Steerforth

    My favourite character is Steerforth. He was the same age as David. David and Steerforth were good friends. By the way, Steerfoth called David ”Daisy”, ever since their schooldays because David reminded him of a fresh daisy at sunrise. Steerforth was so romantic. 

   Besides, Steerfoth was the only boy at Salem House who Mr. Creakle did not beat. So, David considered him to be the bravest and the most handsome boy at school. 

    David had always thought about Steerforth as a gentleman. But Steerforth behaved very badly towards the Peggotties. Maybe, Steerforth thought that another social class (from the Peggotties) gave him some rights to act so.

   As far as I know, Steerforth was a very clever boy. He was someone who could get his own way with authority, and therefore in his life. 

   In short, Steerforth was a good man on the one hand, and a bad one on the other.

Made by D. Tumanov

Scenarios

Chapter 2

My First Trip and Homecoming

David.  Good morning. I am ready for our lesson, mother.

David’s mother.  Ok. Let’s begin.

Mr. Murdstone.  David, I want to listen to your lesson.

David’s mother.  Do you remember yesterday rule?

David.  No, mother… I don’t remember it.

Mr. Murdstone.  David, it is bad! Then I would like to ask you another question. How much will I pay for 5000 pieces of cheese if each one costs four and a half pennies?

David.  Oh, I …

Mrs. Murdstone.  He doesn’t know the answer, Edward.

Mr. Murdstone.  When I was a boy and didn’t know my lessons, I was beaten. It did me no harm - and it will do you no harm either, David.

David’s mother.  No, Edward! Please! Give him another chance!

Mr. Murdstone.  No! David and I will go upstairs and I’ll teach him a lesson he’ll never forget!

David.  No, Mr. Murdstone! Please!

Mr. Murdstone.  Yes, boy!

David.  Mother, help me! Oh … 

(David bites the man’s hand)

Mr. Murdstone.  You are a rotten boy!

David.  Oh, Oh…

Mr. Murdstone.  That will teach you a lesson, Copperfield, and you will have plenty of time to think about your behaviour?

Made by A. Litvintseva, V. Vitushkina,  S. Voskoboinikova

Chapter 3

School Days.

Scene 1

David. Who is it, I wonder.

Mother. Davy, my dear child, this is your brother! 

David. Oh, what a good boy! How I love you!

(Miss Murdstone enters)

Mother. Look, David! He has got your eyes, they are similar in shape and colour.

(Mr. Murdstone enters)

Miss  Murdstone. Never touch him again, Copperfield! Clara, remember, never compare my brother’s baby’ eyes to David’s, they are not alike in any way!

Mr. Murdstone. Yes, you are right. David is an evil and a lazy boy but my child will be a good man.

(Mr. Murdstone comes to David)

Mr. Murdstone. David, I wanted to give you another chance but you didn’t change, and so you must go back to school!

Scene 2

Dr. Strong. Copperfield, come to my office for a minute!

David. Do you want to punish me, sir?

Dr. Strong: No! Just come to my office immediately! 
(David enters)

David. What do you want to tell me, sir? 

Dr. Strong. I’m sorry but I want to tell you the most dreadful news…

Your mother is dead… and you must go home immediately. Pack your bags! 

David. Oh, no! Why? I’m only ten and I’m an orphan… oh, my GOD!!!

Made by K. Kovaleva  and  N. Rybina

Chapter 4

Off  to Work I Go

David. Never mind that you had to go to prison, because I know you are a good man, and you will pay all you debts!

Mr. Micawber. I give you advice based on my own hard life experience. Annual income, twenty pounds; annual expenses, nineteen pounds; result -- happiness! Annual income, twenty pounds; annual expenses, twenty-one pounds; result -- misery! Remember that, Copperfield!

David. What is the matter with you? Why are you sobbing?

Mr. Micawber. It is wise to save, David. I never had a job pay me twenty pounds. Oh, I have looked for a job but I have only worked for good people. And odd jobs I have had here and there have paid me such poor wages that I could not possibly save. Why, I have a family to feed and I am stuck here in misery!

David. I promise you, sir, that I will remember your words, and will always try to put aside some money “for a rainy day”, as the saying goes.

  (Mr. Micawber meets David after the prison sentence is over.)

Mr. Micawber. Oh, David, I feel, I have become another man. I decided to leave London and start a new life!

David. Mr. Micawber, I cannot bear to continue working in this dirty factory! I decided to run away to my aunt! 

Made by A.Kazakov and M. Birulin
Chapter 6

Life with the Wickfields

Heep. Hello David, Would you like some tea?
David. Yes, please.

Heep’s mother. May we ask you some questions?

David. I don’t mind to answer.

Heep. Do you know how much money the Wickfields make a year?

David. I don’t know, maybe a lot.

Heep’s mother. Where is your family, Master David? They must have money to send you to Dr Strong’s school.

David. My family was in Blunderstone, but when my mother died I lost them. Then I ran to my aunt in Dover.

Heep’s mother. It’s terrible!

(Mr. Micawber comes in.)

Mr. Micawber. Hi, Heep! Ah, David, my boy, you’ll find that I turn up in many places where you don’t expect me!

David. Ah, Hello, Mr. Micawber. I’m glad to see you!

Heep. It’s nice to meet you, my dear friend. How are you?

Mr. Micawber. I’m fine, and what about you?

David. I’m glad to see you, but I must go now, thanks for tea. 

Mr. Micawber, Heep, Heep’s mother. Bye, see you later…

(David leaves Agnes.)

David. Bye, Agnes.
Agnes. David, I’m so worried about my father. Uriah Heep is an evil man. I don’t trust him. He encourages father to drink a lot of wine and then he tells my father not to worry and that he will look after the business. Promise me, David, that you will come and help if I ever need it.

David. Of course, Agnes, of course I will. 

Agnes. Goodbye. I trust you, Davy!

  Made by D. Tumanov
Chapter 7

Old and New Friends

Scene 1

Emily. London sounds so exciting! I wish I could live there?

Steerforth. Then, why do not you?  I could show you around.

David. Steerforth! Emily and Ham are going to be married and they will live here.

Steerforth. Oh, yes. I forgot! Well, then a toast to life and happiness by the sea!

David. What is it, Steerforth?

Steerforth. I like the fisherman’s life in Yarmouth and decide to buy this boat and I call it “Little Emily”.

Emily. Oh, Steerforth It’s so wonderful!

David. It seems to me very strange.

Steerforth. Never mind!

Scene2.

Mr. Spenlow. Mr. Copperfield, you are doing well at the office and I want you to come to my house for dinner this evening.

David. Ok. I will come, thank you for your invitation.

(At dinner)

Mr. Spenlow. Meet my daughter Dora.

David. Dora, you are very beautiful. I have been watching you for a long time and now I understand that I love you. You should be my wife.

Dora. I agree, Davy. 

(Agnes, David and Dora in the room)

Dora. Davy, I am a silly little thing. Perhaps you should have chosen someone clever like Agnes instead of me.

David. What are you saying, my love? Hush now. I love you as you are, more than anything in the world! 

Dora. In the world! Oh, Davy, the world is a large place!

Made by K. Kovaleva and N. Rybina

Chapter 8

An Unsettling Time
David. Oh, hello, Mr. Peggotty. Why are you so sad? What has happened?

Mr. Peggotty. I'll look all over the world until I find my Emily! I've raised her since she was a little girl. She's a good girl. She may have made mistakes...but I'll always forgive her and protect her!

David. I understand, the trouble is that Emily ran away with Steerforth. She has always wanted to be a“lady” and she probably thought  that  Steerforth would make her one. And what about Ham, who was so in love with Emily? It seems to me that I must visit Ham in Yarmouth.

Postman. David Copperfield, there is a letter for you.

David. Thank you. It is a letter from Agnes. She is in London, she wants to see me urgently. She says it is very important. I must see her now.

(David meets Agnes)

Agnes. Oh, David, you must help us! My father and Uriah Heep are going to become business partners. Uriah Heep is still encouraging my father to drink too much. I think he's tricking father by pretending  to be a good and honest man, but I believe he's stealing his money from the business!

David. Don’t worry, Agnes. I'll do everything I can to help you and your father.

(David goes to Mr. Micawber working at Heep's desk.)

Mr. Micawber. Oh, David!

David. Mr. Micawber, how can you work for a man like Heep?

Mr. Micawber. Mr. Heep is my employer now and I must respect the man who helps me pay my debts, David. Work is work.

Made by S. Voskoboinikova, V. Vitushkina, A. Litvintseva.
Chapter 9

Found and Lost
Scene 1

(Emily came back to Mr. Peggotty.)

Emily. Oh, uncle, I’m sorry, I was so stupid.

Mr. Peggotty. Don’t worry, my child. I’ve always loved you, and I always will. Now come, Emily, we’ll start a new life far away from here...

Scene 2

(Mr. Micawber comes to David’s room, his aunt is here.)
Mr. Micawber. Oh, I’m pleased to find you both here. I am too upset and angry to speak now and I’m not ready, but I ask you to meet me in Canterbury in a week. It’s very important!

(Mr. Micawber leaves the room.)

David. I just don’t understand it. Mr. Micawber usually likes to stay and talk to me. I’m afraid that something is very wrong.

Aunt Betsey. Most probably it must have something to do with Heep.

David. I believe so, I never trusted that man.

Scene 3

(David comes to Yarmouth and sees Ham there.)

David. Hello, Ham.

 What are you going to do? To swim? In a storm?

Ham. There is a boat in trouble out there, and people will die without my help.

David. No, Ham! Don’t be stupid, you will die there!

Ham. It is terrible, but I must.

David. Please, Ham, don’t do it, it’s too dangerous!

Ham. I’m afraid I can’t abandon them.

(Ham throws into water and swims to the boat)

David. I wish you good luck.(Ham dies) Made by D. Tumanov and J. Didin    

Chapter 10

How It All Worked Out

  David. The deaths of Ham and Steerforth made me very sad. They also remind me again of my own dear wife's death. I think that it is time for me to go abroad for a while. But before I go abroad I decided to come to Canterbury to listen what Mr. 

Micawber wants to say.                                                               

Aunt Betsey. Ok, let’s listen to Mr. Micawber.                         

Mr. Micawber. Oh, I have here my good friends, they will make us all happy again, and will show us that good always wins over evil in the end! As you know, I work for Mr. Uriah Heep.You may have suspected that he could not be trusted. And you would have been right! Here is a list of all the papers he signed without Mr. Wickfield's permission. I also have proof  that he stole money of certain people, like Miss Betsey Trotwood here. But, like all criminals, he will lose - thanks to me!                    

All. Good! You’re a good man! Thank you a lot!                     

David. Mr. Micawber, your behaviour confused me. It had crossed my mind that perhaps you were no longer the good man I once knew. I apologise for having thought badly of you. I want to thank you with all my heart for the good that you' ve done. 

Mr. Micawber. Dear David, I had my doubts about Heep from the start, but I needed proof before I could say anything.That is my explanation why my behaviour might have seemed mysterious.

Made by R. Ibragimova

Chapter 10

How It All Worked Out

 (David comes to Agnes’s house. She is very glad to see him)

David. Hi, Agnes!  I came here to talk to you. It is very important.

Agnes. Hello, I am very happy to see you. But in my life now everything goes wrong.

David. All my life I really love only you. But couldn’t say it to you. And now it’s just the time to say it. I love you, Agnes! 

Agnes. I understand you, David. But it is not the best time.                

David. You’ve got a secret? Let me share it, Agnes.                  

Agnes. It is so strange to hear from someone else’s lips that you are in love.

David. If you can trust me, as you say, let me be your friend? Do not shut me out of your happiness.                                                      

 (Agnes hurries across the room and bursts into tears).

David. Oh, my dear Agnes, what have I done? I cannot see you like this. For whom do I live now, if not for you?

Agnes. Don’t speak to me now, David! I’m not myself!

Made by M. Ovchinnikova

Chapter 10
How It All Worked Out

David. I must say more. If you think that I cannot be happy and let you marry a good man of your own choice, you are wrong and I do not deserve  it!

Agnes .That is not true. Whenever indeed help or guidance you have given to me. If I have any secret, it is not a new one, and I can not reveal it. It has been mine for a long time and must remain mine.

(She Tries To Leave)

David: Agnes, stay a moment! Dearest Agnes! Whom I respect and honour so – whom I love with all my heart! When I came there today, I thought that nothing would have made me say this. I wanted to keep it a secret until we were old. But if I have any hope to ever have you something more than a sister…

(Agnes Cried)

David. Agnes! Forever my guide, my best support! You were always so much better to me. And I needed you to be there for me always - to listen to my every hope and dream… I went away loving you. I know that now- and I will never let you go!

Agnes. You are the only person I have ever loved, David! I did not tell you this before because I was afraid that you do not feel the same way about me.

David. Oh, Agnes! I would be the happiest man in the world if you married me!

Agnes. I will marry you, David.                                                 

Made by K. Astrahantseva
Translations
Chapter 3

School Days

  I returned to Salem House and everything seemed to be satisfactory. At the time, I thought the most terrible thing was to be hit by Mr. Creakle’s cane.

  But soon, something happened that was much worse, and it affected my life in the terrible way. One day Mr. Creakle called me into his office and gave me the most dreadful news.

   “Copperfield, your mother is dead and you’re to go home immediately. Pack your bags!”

   When I arrived home, Peggotty told me that Mother had become weaker and more ill after I had left. A day after my Mother died, my little brother passed away as well. I was very sad, shocked and lonely. I was only ten, and all alone in the world. I was an orphan.

   I went to the funeral and Mother was buried in the same churchyard near my home where my Father was buried. That day even the light outdoors seemed sad and more gloomy than usual. 

Школьные дни
Я вернулся в дом Салема, и всё казалось нормальным. В то время я думал, что самое ужасное быть избитым тростью Мистера Крикла. 
     Но вскоре случилось то, что было ещё хуже и то, что повлияло на мою жизнь самым ужасным образом. Однажды, Мистер Крикл позвал меня к себе в кабинет и сообщил мне самую ужасную новость. 

    « Копперфильд, ваша мать умерла, и вы должны быть дома немедленно. Собирайте свои вещи!»

     Когда я приехал домой, Пегготти рассказала мне, что мама стала слабее и болезни преследовали её после моего отъезда. Через день после смерти моей мамы мой маленький брат вскоре тоже умер. Я был очень печален, шокирован и одинок. Мне было всего десять лет, и я был совсем один в этом мире. Я был сирота. 

   Я пошел на похороны моей мамы.                                                            

  Её похоронили в церковном дворе недалеко от моего дома, рядом с папиной могилой. В этот день даже солнечный свет казался печальным и более мрачным чем обычно. 

Made by K. Kovaleva

Chapter 4

Off to work I go

Everything had changed. Peggotty no longer  lived  at  the  Rookery,  because  the  Murdstones  told  her  to  leave.  She  had  met  a  cart  driver  named  Barkis  and  they  got  married  and  moved  to Yarmouth.  Before she  left  the  Rookery,  she  tried  to  comfort  me  about   the  death  of  my  mother  and  my   baby  brother.  She told  me  that  she  still  loved  me  and  suggested  that  I  visited  Yarmouth  again  for  a  while.  The  Murdstones  agreed  immediately,  because they wanted my home  to  themselves . Yarmouth  did  not  seem  as  exciting  to  me  as  it  had  been  when  I  first  met  Peggotty’s  family. Little Emily  was  as  beautiful  as  ever,  but  she  acted  like  a  grown-up  and  didn’t  talk  to  me  as  much.  However, I still  loved  her  and  when  I  told  her  that  I  would  protect  her  forever ,  she  laughed  at  me. 
Я иду работать

Всё изменилось. Пегготти  больше не жила в Рукери, потому что Мердстоуны сказали ей покинуть дом. Пегготти встретила водителя, по имени Баркис, они поженились и переехали в Ярмоус. Перед отъездом из Рукери она пыталась утешить меня по поводу смерти моей матери и малышки-брата. Она говорила, что всё ещё любит меня, советовала мне посетить Ярмоус в ближайшее время. Мердстоуны согласились сразу же: ведь они хотели присвоить мой дом себе.

 Ярмоус уже не казался мне таким волнующим, как тогда, когда я впервые встретил семью Пегготти. Маленькая Эмили была такой же красивой, как и раньше, но она пыталась казаться старше и мало разговаривала со мной. Тем не менее, я все еще любил её, и когда я сказал ей, что хочу вечно защищать её, она посмеялась надо мной. 

Made by N. Kupalnaya

Chapter 5

With My Aunt

At last I arrived in Dover. I found out where Betsey Trotwood lived by asking people in the town. She had a neat little cottage with a garden full of sweet-smelling  flowers/ I felt embarrassed standing in front of such a cheerful and well-kept house because I looked like a tramp – dirty and tired.

  I took a deep breath when I saw a tall woman with a straight back walk out of the house. This was Aunt Betsey for sure! She looked very bossy and gardening tools were sticking out of her pockets. She was wearing a pair of large gardening gloves and she had a knife in her hand! I was about to turn and run away, but I reminded myself of my purpose, and approached her. She was shocked to see such a dirty boy at her door.

У моей тёти

В конце концов я прибыл в Дувр. Я узнал, где живет Бетси Тротвуд, спрашивая людей в городе. У неё был опрятный маленький коттедж с садом, полным ароматно-пахнущих цветов. Я чувствовал себя смущённым, стоя перед таким ярким и хорошо ухоженным домом,  потому что я сам выглядел, как бродяга – грязный и усталый.

  Я сделал глубокий вдох, когда увидел высокую женщину со стройной осанкой, вышедшую из дома. Я был уверен – это была Тётя Бетси. Она выглядела очень по-хозяйски. Садовые инструменты высовывались из её кармана. На ней была пара садовых перчаток, а в руке был нож! Я хотел, было повернуться и убежать, но напомнил себе о своём намерении и приблизился к ней. Она была шокирована, увидев такого грязного мальчишку у порога своего дома. 

Made by N. Rybina.
Chapter 5

With My Aunt

For the first time in months I slept in a soft and comfortable bed. I was so tired that I slept through all of the next day and night! When I woke up, I smelled fresh-baked bread from the kitchen, and heard birds singing outside the window. But, to my horror, when I went downstairs I saw Mr. Murdstone and his sister in the parlour – talking with my aunt and Mr. Dick. Mr. Dick looked worried, and my aunt’s back seemed even stiffer than usual. She looked very serious.

  “Oh… I know very well how David’s poor young mother suffered because of you and your sister! You are tyrants! And I know how badly you treated that poor boy! Leave my house at once and never come back!”

The Murdstones were horrified.

“You will find out for yourself what an evil boy he is, Miss Trotwood!” said Mr. Murdstone as they left the house.

  “And keep away off my lawn!” shouted Aunt Betsey as she slammed the door behind them.

У моей тёти

  Впервые за несколько месяцев я спал на мягкой и удобной кровати. Я так устал, что проспал весь следующий день и ночь! Когда я проснулся, я почувствовал запах свежевыпеченного  хлеба и услышал пение птиц за окном.   Но к моему ужасу, когда я спустился в гостиную, я увидел Мистера Мёрдстоуна и его сестру, разговаривающих с моей тётей и Мистером Диком. Мистер Дик выглядел очень взволнованным, а спина моей тёти казалась более несгибаемой, чем обычно. Моя тётя была очень серьёзной.

  «О…! я хорошо знаю, как страдала бедная молодая мама Дэвида из-за вас и вашей сестры! Вы тираны! И я знаю, как плохо вы обращались с бедным мальчиком! Убирайтесь из моего дома, немедленно и никогда не возвращайтесь!»

  Мёрдстоуны были в ужасе.

«Вы сами поймёте, какой он негодный мальчишка, Мисс Тротвуд»,- сказал Мистер Мёрдстоун, когда они покидали дом.

«И убирайтесь с моей лужайки!»,- прокричала тётя Бетси, захлопнув за ними дверь. Made by N. Rybina
Chapter 6

Life with the Wickfields

The time soon came when I had to go to school again. My aunt took the advice of her trusted friend and lawyer, Mr Wickfield, and I was enrolled at a school in Canterbury. Dr Strong was the headmaster there, and he was a polite and well-educated man. Aunt Betsey had arranged for me to live with Mr Wickfield while I was away at school.

I enjoyed living with Mr. Wickfield and his lovely daughter, Agnes, who was thirteen – the same age as me. She had long brown hair and clear blue eyes. Agnes seemed very mature for her age and I often thought about what a wise and special person she was. She was like a sister. I trusted her and asked for her advice about many things.

Жизнь с Викфильдами

Вскоре пришло время, когда я должен был снова пойти в школу. Моя тётя послушалась совета своего верного друга и адвоката Мистера Викфильда, и я был зачислен в школу «Кентербери». Доктор Стронг был директором этой школы, он был вежливый и хорошо образованный человек. Тётя Бетси договорилась с Мистером Викфильдом, что я могу жить у него, пока буду учиться в школе.

   Я получал удовольствие, живя с Мистером Викфильдом и его милой дочерью Агнесс. Ей, как и мне, было 13  лет. У неё были длинные каштановые волосы и ясные голубые глаза. Она казалась мне очень зрелой для её возраста, и я часто думал о том, каким мудрым и особенным человеком она была. Агнесс была мне, как сестра. Я доверял ей, спрашивал у нее совета о многих вещах.

Made by V. Vitushkina.
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Feedbacks

M. Biryulin. Classes of home reading were not only interesting  but very useful. I think, the book taught us life experience. We learnt a lot of new vocabulary. Everything was exciting –from reading the story to participation in different creative activities: making up characteristics, literary translations, scenarios, flow diagrams and what not…. We enjoyed dramatizing the scenes from the story very much.

R. Ibragimova. I suppose, it’s a brilliant idea to arrange the classes based on home reading, where we can discuss the situations, express openly our views, sympathize with the characters – and everything in English! Besides, we start feeling the language when analyzing its peculiarities and searching for the best decisions. At first it was a little bit difficult to cope with unusual tasks. But the result is great satisfaction with the work we have done.

M.Ovchinnikova. I’m so happy that I’ve coped with the book. Now I’d like to read it in Russian. The Programme based on the materials of the book and performed in the presence of our parents was a real success! And we ourselves enjoyed it! After “David Copperfield” we are going to read “Jane Eyere” by Ch. Bronte. I’m sure, it will be much easier because now we’ve got experience.

D.Tumanov. Everything seemed to me very important. I was never bored. I learned how to choose the appropriate material for making up characteristics, for analysis different ideas, for making up scenarios etc….  I’m eager to read another book in English.

N. Kupalnaya. I believe that reading books in English improves our language. All the difficulties are in the past and it’s absolutely necessary to continue reading some other books in English, especially classic literature.

N. Rybina. I like our reading classes. Of course, we need time to get ready for them, but it’s worth of the final result. Where else could we learn so much new? Where else could we use our skills, imagination? Besides, I had a chance to try my poetic abilities in English for the first time!

A. Kasakov. My grammar is not perfect. But still I can express my views, and I try to do it well. Making up characteristics and flow diagrams made us study the chapters we had read again and again and each time we discovered something new.

K. Astrakhantseva. I feel that my knowledge of English has improved after reading the book. The book is very exciting. It helped us to learn a lot about the cultural peculiarities of the life of the English people living in those times. 

S. Voskoboinikova. I enjoy our home reading classes. We shared our thoughts and predictions concerning the characters’ fates, we learned to solve their problems. We became more open when discussing everything in the group. We learned to avoid the mistakes the characters of the book made.

K. Kovaleva. When I have a chance to talk about books with my friends, I always tell them about “David Copperfield”. This book helped me realize that there’s always a way out of any difficult situation.

A. Kolesnikov. Reading classic literature, to my mind, is a very effective way of improving a foreign language and enriching our life experience. It can also be a field for fruitful research work. 

The information contained in the Project “Improve Your English Through Reading Classic Literature” is based upon the guidelines provided in the:

1.” David Copperfield” by Charles Dickens retold by Jenny Dooley. Student’s Book. Express Publishing, first published in 2003.

2. “David Copperfield” by Charles Dickens retold by Jenny Dooley. Teacher’s Book. Express Publishing, 2003.  

3. А.Ф.Артемова, О.А.Леонович . «Имена собственные в английской литературе». Иностранные языки в школе №4, 2007г.

1. Брайан Локетт. «За строкой словаря» (О новом значении и употреблении известных слов и словосочетаний). Иностранные языки в школе №1, 2007 г.
2. Robert J. Di Pietro. “Strategic Interaction. Learning Languages Through Scenarios”. Cambridge University Press, 1987.

      By A. Kill 





David goes away to Salem House





David’s mother dies





David comes to Dover to Aunt Betsey





David lives with the Wickfields





David meets his friends in London





David’s wife Dora passes away





David’s friends Ham and Steerforth die





Everything ends well for David and his friends





David’s mother marries Mr. Murdstone





David and Mr.     Murdstone don’t like each other. other
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David’s mother married Mr. Murdstone





Mr. Murdstone loved David





David ran away to his aunt. He considered Betsey Trotwood to be his last hope





Life with the Wickfields was happy for David





David met his old friend – Steerforth, and went with him to Yarmouth. There David met his love – Dora. A bit later Emily and Steerforth ran away. Yarmouth





The Peggotties went to Africa, Steerforth died, David married Dora .





David became the cleverest and the bravest boy at Salem House





After Clara Copperfield’s death David became angry and killed the Murdstones





    By K. Brezhneva





David’s father dies





Aunt Betsey comes to the Rookery





Peggotty becomes much more than a servant, she is a good friend with Clara .





Clara marries Mr. Murdstone





David becomes a prosperous businessman





David goes to school





They come back to the Rookery to David’s family





They live happily





David and Agnes become good friends. They marry.





David and Agnes have 3 children





David leaves for London





He meets a beautiful girl, Agnes
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Mr. Murdstone married David’s Mum





Peggotty always helped the family.





Mr. Murdstone and David became very good friends





David went to a very good school





Aunt Betsey always hated theCopperfields. family





David got a good education





In London he met his old friend Mr. Micawber





Mr. Micawber helped David with work





David finished school





When David became older his parents sent him to London





David became a businessman





Later David met Agnes. menes





They married
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David’s mother doesn’t marry Mr. Murdstone





Clara Copperfield, David and Aunt Peggotty go to Yarmouth on holiday





David falls in love with Emily





Copperfield takes Emily with them to the Rookery





David and Emily become good friends with Steerforth and Agnes





Emily and David go to school





David becomes a famous writer and a businessman.





David falls in love with Agnes





Emily and Steerforth marry and go to London.





David suffers very much because Emily leaves him





Agnes tries to suicide herself because  David doesn’t love her.





Agnes recovers





 David and Agnes marry. marry
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David’s mother doesn’t marry Mr. Murdstone





David continues living at home with his mother





David goes to Yarmouth and meets Emily there. He loves her very much. But he has to go back home





Some years later he marries Emily. They live happily, but David wants to work in London. He leaves Emily





When he goes to Yarmouth again he understands that Emily loves the other man.





In London he becomes a lawyer and there he meets a very good woman, Agnes





David’s mother is happy to see David’s family.





David and his family go to Yarmouth to see Emily and her family





David decides to go to London again. There he marries Agnes.





Some years later he goes to see his mother





The Copperfields go to London and there they are very happy








