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                                                                   Remember, Bashkiriya, you are great
                                                    Not in the field of battles past

                                                            But in the green fields full of wheat

                                                         And forests, gardens, free of dust.

                                                 I love you deeply, dear land,

                                                            Your hills and rivers, sand on strand

                                                            Your hills and rivers, sand on strand

                                                               Your songs and dances, lakes and seas

                                                        Your beasts and fish, birds in trees.

                                                  Your sunrise in a splendid sight

                                                         Which gives me always such delight! 

   Our republic is one of the biggest republics in Russia and because of this the landscape is extremely diverse. There are also mountain ranges and forests. The climate is temperate and has four seasons. The wildlife is varied with animals like: bears, foxes, hares, squirrels, elks and wolves.  

  Nature endowed this land with unique beauty. Indeed, it is the jewel of the Urals. Here, side by side with the mountain ridges are beautiful lowlands stretching far and wide. Large expanses of the steppe alternate with thick wild forests which abound in majestic honey-bearing lime-tress. The charm of the landscape is accented by numerous rivers and lakes, so plentiful in this region. Both vegetation and wildlife are extremely rich and diverse here. Different kinds of wild animals and birds inhabit this land. Bears, lynxes, wolves, foxes, badgers, martens, beavers, elks and roes wander its forests. Over 200 species of birds may be found here.]
    The people’s poet of Bashkortostan Mustai Karim once compared the republic to a leaf on a birch tree which he called “Russia”. Alien winds and fires have tried to tear it from the tree more than once.

But the leaf grew on

Upon the tree,

It fed on its mother’s milk

On the land of the free.
   Those who really knows the Second Switzerland, as some people call Bashkortostan, will tell you that it’s a great place if you’re looking for beautiful countryside, fine architecture, a rich culture and friendly people. Culturally Bashkiriya is a treasure chest and is famous as the home to some of the great writers of our time such as Zainab Biisheva, Mustai Karim and Salyam Galimov. Our country also has a great musical tradition and has produced talents like Raif Gabitov, Masalim Valeev and Rafik Salmanov.  

    The most famous monuments are the Monument “Friendship”, the Statue of Salavat Yulaev. For those who loves the great outdoors, the mountain Shulgantash in the northeast provide the ultimate challenge, but for the idle the beaches of Park “Yakutova” and Park “Gorkova” the ideal retreat.  

     In the evening after a busy day sightseeing or shopping you can relax and watch a classical dance troupe or fall asleep to the melodies of the kyrai. In winter you can ski.   

    Bashkortostan is the great place. For those more interested in sightseeing there are many famous places to visit. One of them is mountain Shulgantash or Yangantau. Bashkiriya has many lakes: Aslikyl, Kandrikul, Issikul. They are very beautiful.   

   Lake Aslikyl is the largest lake in Bashkiriya. It is 7469 m. long and 5335 m. wide. The deepest part of the lake is 6-7 m. It is one of the five Great Lakes of Bashkiriya. Its name comes from Bashkir and means “beautiful” lake. In Bashkiriya there is be the most famous in the world cave Shulgantash. 

   Years and centuries pass and the world of nature around us changes dramatically. Nevertheless there are some parts of the earth, which still remain almost untouched by man, where time cannot exercise its power. In such places, especially among mountains and forests sometimes may survive some historical monuments – our forefathers’ life vestiges. One of them lies hidden in the vast expanse of the beautiful Beryan land; it is the Shulgantash cave, which possesses the treasure of the prehistoric man’s drawings on its walls.

   Today this land is an area of wild dense forest and white rocks the abode of the deer and bear, the habitat of the wild Bashkort bee. But about 10-20 thousand years ago the climate and the landscape were quite different. Summer was short, while winter months were very long and cold. Tundra stretched all around with stunted trees here and there. In the wilderness roamed longhaired mammoths, wild horses and some other beasts, which were able to survive in cold winters. 

  But people already lived in this land in those ancient a gigantic underground water cavity. 
   A passageway leads from the Portal to the succession of the ground level halls.

First comes the Main gallery, then the Stalagmite hall. Moving on in the same northward direction one can get into the Dome hall and the Hall of the Signs and, finally, to the furthermost hall, the Hall of Chaos. The halls differ in size and shape: the Main gallery and the Hall of Chaos are oblong, the Stalagmite and the Dome hall are circular and where as the Hall of the Signs is rectangular. Their length reaches 90, width 20-30 and the height 7-20 metres. The halls are connected by tunnels of various lengths and shape, somewhere occur clumpy blockages. Cold or warm air from the outside reaches the Main gallery, where a lot of slim ice stalactites usually grow up in winter “The air from the outside is slightly felt in the Stalagmite hall too. But in the Done hall and onwards both in winter and in summer the air condition is constant. The farther we advance the more stalactites and stalagmites we meet. The walls too are covered with calcite, which sometimes is half a metre deep. Some of the calcite stones are intricately shaped.    

    Vestigial traces of the primitive man’s life can be found already in the halls of the ground level. On the walls of the Middle Dome hall one can plainly discern spots of spread red paint as well as some ornament of geometrical figures – the signs. In the neighbouring Hall of the Signs the number of such figures considerably increase. In the corner of the Hall of Chaos, in the soil layer, the archaeologist Shchelinsky discovered remnants of a fire and vestigial traces of ancient people’s vital activity. The Hall of Chaos may actually be called the museum of the ground level part of the cave. On its walls one can see a two – coloured picture of long – haired horses, beside them a trapezium – like geometrical signs. The picture of an anthropoid creature, the only one the Shulgantash cave, is also to be found in this hall, for many centuries all the drawings had been covered with a semi-transparent calcite crust. The expedition headed by the prominent archaeologist O. N. Bader cleaned the pictures of the horses in 1976.     

    There are many other puzzles in the halls of the upper tier. At the bottom of Upper Lake at a depth of 2.5 metres lies an old wooden boat. Who could have brought it there, to the remotest part of the cave through the narrow steep winding passages? This was the doing of people, but there are natural wonders too. In the far corner of the cave, in a hollow beyond several siphons Vladimir Kiselyiv came across some bats, which were fast, asleep. Nobody knows how they managed to get there. The wonder of the Crystal hall is the silvery fringe of calcite macaroni hanging from the roof. Among the sublime decorations of the cave are “milky rivers” composed of tiny calcite crystals, frail and crisp, which haven’t become solid yet. We felt sorry to damage them with our heavy boots. There also used to be lots of gypsum flowers in the cave most of which, we regret to say, have been stolen by now. The cave brooks sometimes make small funnels in the hotel on the floor where may appear grains of cave pearl whereas on the walls there is a crust of marble onyx, somewhere half a metre deep. Marble onyx is the type of marble to be found only in caves.

     Bashkiriya is a place where there are many cultures and religions and because of this the land is one of mystery and contrast. If we put all this into the cultural melting pot that is Bashkiriya you really have a dish worth tasting.  

    Our forefather left us a unique treasure of their art and we must guard and keep it for generations to come.










