AMERICAN GRAFFITI
Passing the streets of the city, I often see a lot of inscriptions and drawings on fences, walls of houses and other places. Many graffiti writings only spoil the look of the city. But some drawings that I watched last year were so unusual and attractive .that I wanted to learn something about graffiti.
From the magazine "Speak out" that my teacher lent me I found fascinating information about modern American graffiti and people's opinion about it. Some people think that graffiti is a form of street art; others think that graffiti is vandalism. I took an interest in the subject and decided to study it seriously.
The aim of my scientific project is to bring to light and summarize all the knowledge about graffiti, so as to understand if graffiti another form of expressing art or vandalism is.
For achieving this aim I set myself the following tasks: First, to define the notion of graffiti; Second, to study the background of graffiti; Third, to gain knowledge about the modern American graffiti; Then, to find out about graffiti in Russia; Besides, to research into graffiti in N. Novgorod; Finally, to investigate young people's attitude to it.
The results of this study can be seen in my scientific project. Now I would like to demonstrate the summary of it.
The Italian word graffiti" stands for "scratched" and comes from the Greek word "write". .According to the definition from Longman Dictionary "graffiti are drawings or writings on a wall, especially of a rude, humorous or political nature". Graffiti drawings have been around since early times. Ancient artists scratched images on rocks and different home objects. They reported about the life style of a tribe in such a way. The necessity of transmission of different information became one of the reasons of graffiti appearing. Their images performed also a magical function, they served as tribe signs: fetishes and totems. Graffiti paintings of later historical periods that were discovered in different countries represent art skills of man, his ability to express his feelings and emotions.
Here are the examples of ancient graffiti paintings, found in France and Italy. The bison's head and the diver as well as other findings are of great importance for mankind because they give true information about life of ancient people.
Thousands and thousands of years had passed before people's discoveries and inventions allowed artists to express their ideas on paper or canvas. Advances in science and technology in the 20th century promoted appearing new kinds of people's self-expressing. Modern graffiti is among them.
Modern graffiti inscriptions first appeared in New York and were considered to be an example of anti-social behaviour, the work of vandals who kept in fear people in poor ghetto areas of the city. Later, the idea of leaving inscriptions and drawings on street furniture was soon taken up by young people who wanted to express themselves in the form of graffiti.
/ In these pictures you can see patterns of graffiti writings on vehicles in New Yorky Since those days, graffiti has changed a lot. Nowadays, it is has a close link with hip-hop music and has the status of 'street art'. You can watch graffiti in art galleries, museums and places where you would not expect to see - in advertisements, on clothes, on toys, and other objects. Graffiti has got certain language and school for getting skills.
Many experienced street artists such as Lee Quinones give lectures on development in their art in European countries.
Here you can see the form patterns of American graffiti. The simplest form is a tag. It is a writer's signature with spray paint. The more developed form of a tag is a throw-up which has bubble letters. The most outstanding form of graffiti is a piece (a masterpiece).
In Russia graffiti appeared in the early 1990s and is very popular now. Empty and dull inscriptions in porches of the houses made with cheap markers are being replaced by virtuous letters and complicated drawings. As a rule, the authors of the drawings are representatives of advanced youth. Among them there are a lot of rap and hip-hop fans. As American graffiti artists do, Russian writers use their own signatures and nicknames. They talk a special language mainly derived from the New York street slang. In Moscow and in other big cities of Russia there are a lot of graffiti crews whose painting objects become long fences of factories, garages and trains. This graffiti picture is one of them. (These graffiti pictures are examples of them) Graffiti in N. Novgorod was a popular activity for teenagers who painted porches and walls of houses. But it is developing and getting better forms. Graffiti artists make every effort to do anything for putting graffiti in good order and change the look of the city for the best.
Here you can see the paintings photographed by me in different parts of the city. The results of my personal observations showed that they are performed with cheaper spray paint compared to American one. But they are more artistic and organic. You can't but agree that the picture of the crocodile on Kanavinskiy Bridge suits to the place beautifully. Graffiti paintings that decorate the long fence on Pokhvalinskiy Descent deserve the same praise.
The art of graffiti in our city is beginning to gain its supporters and open up new areas. The international graffiti festival that took place in N. Novgorod last summer proved that this art can be interesting and useful for the general public.
( Despite the considerable evidence of graffiti developing and perfecting, this word evokes different objects in man's imagination. Some people recognize it as another form of art; still others think that graffiti is vandalism which means intentional and needless damage or destruction of buildings and other public property. Although graffiti can be seen in many museums and art galleries, it is still illegal in many places and writers can be fined, j
Having studied teens' negative attitude to graffiti I arrived at the conclusion that people are totally against swear words and ugly drawings that spoil the look of the streets and are offensive for passers-by.
Having inspected real graffiti paintings in many places of our city, I didn't find any disgusting, feeble or offensive drawing. On the contrary, content and performing skills of many pieces are enough to prove the high level of graffiti reached in a relatively short time.
A clear majority of young people who responded to my surveys didn't feel hatred or disgust to graffiti. The results of my research are presented in the following diagrams. According to the results, one third of questioned students (33%) showed certain interest to graffiti, 40% of students were rather indifferent to this kind of art, and 27% have negative attitude to it.
It turned out that 86% of students who are interested in graffiti watch paintings with pleasure and interest, 11% - sometimes participate in graffiti writings, 3% of students are active graffiti painters.
According to the results of the second survey, that 62% of teens from my school are quite indifferent to the art, 26% have much interest in it, and only 12% have negative opinion about graffiti.
The main conclusion to be drawn from my research is that graffiti is not vandalism but a special kind of developing art that deserves official recognition, studying and introducing into practice.
I think that authorities should pay much more attention to both the look of our city and young people who are keen on expressing themselves in graffiti painting. I am sure that involving teenagers into fascinating work on creating drawings will distract them from damaging walls of buildings and other street objects. More than that, it will occupy their life with interesting events and the look of the city will be changed for the best.
