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Introduction

  I’ve chosen this theme because I like to read. And when I knew about E-books I wanted to get more information about them. It was something unusual. So I decided to learn more about this type of books. An electronic book is a paperless version of a book that can be read from an electronic device. As for me reading tree-books is better because you can take them everywhere, you can enjoy reading them lying or sitting as you like, you can touch and feel them, you can list the book by yourself. It is very convenient. But E-books are very popular now. They have their plusses too. For example you needn’t go to the shops or to the libraries. You must only get into the internet or take a disc with E-books, which you like. But E-books ruins your eyes. Of course it is only my opinion. When you read my report you will decide what is better for you and then you may argue with me.

    Among the multitude of the animals, man is the only one who is gifted with logical thinking. This gift made it possible for him not to accept the environment but to change it in order to meet his social needs. He has developed new forms and means of communication. The written word and the printed word have played a pivotal role in the preservation and transmission of knowledge. New developments in the history of communication has democratized information from oral to print, to the printing and to electronic communication. Many fear that the electronic technology may pose a threat to the existence of tree book. This paper predicts the future of the book in the electronic age. The role of books in the educational, social, and economic development of society is also dealt with. This paper throws light on the pros and cons of e-book. It also details about the reading habit in the electronic era. It clearly indicates the changing roles of libraries and librarians in the modern world. 
  The present study was conducted among 50 librarians. The main objective of the study was to analyze the pros and cons of tree book and e-book. The views of the respondents were solicited on: 
1. the future of the book in the electronic age

2. reading habits

3. usage of e-books

4. role of libraries and librarians in the digital era

5. contribution of book and e-book towards the development of society. 

E-book, no doubt, will have a profound and lasting influence on communication and dissemination. It is clearly indicated that both tree book and e-book exhibit distinguishing characteristics. The future of these books is mutually beneficial. 

As an epilogue, this study confirms that both tree book and e-book make their journey parallel to reach their goal. 

Tree books to E-books — A Metamorphosis

  The term book comes from the early English word ‘boc’ which means tablets or written sheets. Tree book which ranks as one of the humanity’s greatest inventions, has immensely contributed to the development to the human kind. 

  Books have been used in some form for more than 5000 years. In ancient times, people wrote on clay tablets, strips of wood or on walls of caves and temples.       About 3000 years ago, the Chinese made books by writing on long strips of wood or bamboo and bundling them together. The ancient Greeks, in around 500 B.C. , adopted the Egyptian Papyrus Scrolls as their chief writing material. Wooden tablets covered with wax were also used as note books.Romans developed a new type of book called Codex in 300 A.D. Priests and monks made books by hand during the middle ages. Vellum, and parchment, materials prepared from the skin of animals were also used as writing materials. Paper made of cotton and linen was introduced to meet the demand for books. The Chinese made the first known printed book called ‘Diamond Sutra’ in 868 A.D. This was followed by block printing. Guttenburg Johannes invented movable type of print. A million people were benefited by this invention. With further development in the technique of printing, reproduction of book became a major medium for the dissemination of recorded knowledge. During 1900’s, book publishing became a huge mechanized industry. Computer set type for many books (World Book Encyclopedia, 1989).

  Thus the evolution of the book through a number of stages from cave printing to clay to wood to papyrus to vellum to cloth to electronic form, has contributed much to human civilization. 

Role of Books in the Development of Society

  Books are considered as a treasure of lasting value. Through years, they helped man knit his dreams and thoughts, his hopes and aspirations. Books, the marvelous store houses of the knowledge, play a vital role in developing our civilization.

  It is considered as the bedrock of human destiny. Book is considered as an unparalleled instrument for setting down man’s wisdom and knowledge. It holds a very special and privileged place in our culture and society. Physical association with the book often inspires the reader. Rheingold thinks that the book remains one of the most robust, useful and universal technologies Readers enjoy the feel of a book, the texture of the pages and the lively illustrations. Tree books have many advantages. It is considered as an ideal medium for linear reading. The traditional book will hold a place of no little importance in the electronic era. It will probably continue to play a principal and decisive role.

  Book plays a vital role in educational, social and economic development of the society.


Advantages of Tree book

Educational Development

  Books contribute much to the field of education. Learning is a continuous process from childhood to old age. The requirement differs at each stage. They form part of a child’ life, his play and daily activities in his pre-school years. Books with colorful illustrations, stimulate the children’s eagerness and capacity to read. Rhyme books with colorful illustrations provide immense pleasure to children. When they are three or four years old, most of the learning happens with sensory skills. Literacy and education, the development of imagination and insight, broadening of horizons and lasting enjoyment are the benefits which children derive from reading books. In general books help the children to develop un seen skills.

  During adolescence and adulthood, books act as best companions. Books quench their thirst for knowledge. They realize the majesty of great poetry, the wisdom of philosophers and the finding of scientists through books. The book is the alpha and omega of all knowledge, the foundation of every science.
  During old age, books are man’s delight. Leaning on their easy chairs elderly people get information about various activities going round the world through books. Books act as an interface for elderly people who are interested in undergoing educational course. They inspire them to read more and more. Self learning books act as teachers for people belonging to this group.

Social Development

  Books are friends to the lonely, companions to the deserted, joy to the joyless and good cheer to the disheartened. Many consider them as their pride of possession and love to see the rows and rows of books in book shelves. They develop deep feelings of attachment towards books. The mere sight of books provides them courage. They consider this as the greatest of all cultural artifacts. A good book is the best gift for all occasions. The high thought content in the books is rarely found in any other media. 

Economic Development

  Production of book involves various technologies which in turn leads to the development of various industries like paper industries , printing industries, photo filming industries, etc. These industries provide employment opportunities to the people. This contributes to the development of the nation. Promotion of book trade among nations brings very pleasant relationship among themselves. Book trade brings wealth to a country. Book fairs held at regional, national and international levels also contribute to the economic development of a nation. 
E-books.

  An e-book (short for electronic book, also written eBook) is the digital media equivalent of a conventional printed book. Such documents are usually read on personal computers, or on dedicated hardware devices known as e-book readers or e-book devices. Many cell phones can also be used to read eBooks.

History.
  Early e-books were generally written for specialty areas and a limited audience, meant to be read only by small and devoted interest groups. The scope of the subject matter of these e-books included technical manuals for hardware, manufacturing techniques, and other subjects.

  Numerous e-book formats emerged and proliferated, some supported by major software companies such as Adobe's PDF format, and others supported by independent and open-source programmers. Multiple readers naturally followed multiple formats, most of them specializing in only one format, and thereby fragmenting the e-book market even more. Due to exclusiveness and limited readerships of e-books, the fractured market of independents and specialty authors lacked consensus regarding a standard for packaging and selling e-books. E-books continued to gain in their own underground markets. Many e-book publishers began distributing books that were in the public domain. At the same time, authors with books that were not accepted by publishers offered their works online so they could be seen by others. Unofficial (and occasionally unauthorized) catalogs of books became available over the web, and sites devoted to e-books began disseminating information about e-books to the public.

  As of 2008, new marketing models for e-books are being developed, formats are beginning to homogenize, and dedicated reading hardware has been produced. E-books have achieved global distribution, and electronics manufacturers are releasing more e-book readers for general consumer use, such as Amazon's Kindle model or Sony's PRS-500. E-books have seen tremendous market growth in Japan throughout the 2000s and currently has an e-book market worth ¥10 billion. 

Advantages
· Text can be searched automatically and cross-referenced using hyperlinks, making the e-book format ideal for works that benefit from such functions. 

· Less physical space is required to store e-books, and hundreds to thousands of books may be stored on the same device. 

· Because they require little space, e-books can be offered indefinitely, with no going out of print date, allowing authors to continue to earn royalties indefinitely. 

· Readers who have difficulty reading printed books can benefit from the adjustment of text size and front face. 

· Text-to-speech software can be used to convert e-books to audio books automatically. 

· E-book devices allow reading in low light or even total darkness by means of a back light. 

· An e-book may be more comfortable for some to hold because it needs not be held open like a physical book and can also be set down and read without needing to be held. 

· It costs little to reproduce or copy an e-book, which is ideal for archival and backup purposes. 

· Ease of distributing e-texts means that they can be used to stimulate higher sales of printed copies of books.

· Although they require electricity to be read, the production of e-books does not consume the paper, ink, and other resources that are used to produce print books. 

Disadvantages
· If not viewed on computers, eBooks require the purchase of an electronic device and/or peripheral software which can display them. If they are to be viewed on a personal computer, it may require additional software 

· Not all publishers produce the e-book equivalent of their print books; thus, it is highly encountered that one may not find the electronic format of a book easily found at a store. Additionally, even if a publisher regularly makes its books available in an electronic format, there might be a considerable time interval between the publication date of the printed version and that of the electronic version. 

· All e-book devices require electrical power, resulting in the consumption of electricity. 

· Looking at a screen for a long time may cause eye trouble and sometimes headaches. 

· Certain e-book formats may become obsolete and incompatible with future devices. 

· E-book readers are more likely to be stolen than paper books.

· E-book readers are more fragile than paper books and more susceptible to physical damage. 

· As an e-book is dependent on equipment to be read, it can be affected by faults in external hardware or software, such as hard disk drive failure. 

· E-books can be hacked through the use of hardware or software modifications and widely disseminated on the Internet and/or other e-book readers, without approval from the author or publisher. 

· If an e-book device is stolen, lost, or broken beyond repair, all e-books stored on the device may be lost. This can be avoided by backup either on another device or by the e-book provider. 

· There is a loss of tactility and aesthetics of book-bindings. 

· Screen resolution of reading devices may be lower than actual paper, making it difficult to read e-books. 

Equality
· With the pervasiveness of the Internet, both e-books and print books can now be purchased from electronic stores such as Amazon.com and do not require going to a bookstore. 

Advantages for Writers
  E-books are empowering “would-be” authors in ways that traditional publishing could never accomplish. New methods of publishing and exposing potential readers are allowing individuals to become widely-read authors with no third party intervention. E-book authoring can also be a strong gateway to eventual paper publishing.

  Many “ordinary” people have extraordinary stories or knowledge of niche subjects. However, very few of those have the knowledge of how to create a manuscript, solicit publishing houses and play the political game of getting published.

  Very few people know exactly the process that books go through in order to be published. An enormous amount of preparation must be done in order to get your manuscript in front of a publisher, and even if you are able to do so, there is no guarantee that your work will be selected.

  Many potentially successful authors have been halted by the roadblocks of traditional publishing complications. E-books empower the author to create a medium, and have their books on their own online bookstore. Affiliate program have enabled authors to sell their books through other marketers, similar to a traditional author having their books in multiple bookstores.

  Best of all - e-book authors keep 100 percent of the profits of their own books, whereas traditional authors are only able to make anywhere from 2 - 20% of the profits. In a sense authors are working to produce goods for the profit of publishing houses, while providing nominal compensation to the author.

  Advances in e-book software have developed a more secure medium for authors to create their art. Readers are now prohibited from a simple copy-and-paste form of piracy. Authors are now empowered to impose other forms of security that protect their creative livelihood.

  Lastly, if an author has successfully created an online readership, soliciting a publishing house is going to be that much more compelling. If I can tell my potential publisher that I already have sold thousands from my efforts to promote my book at home, I have already demonstrated that I have an interested an audience, which is the key risk in publishing.

  E-book publishing is empowering authors to cut out the middleman, make more profits, simplify business, and get a foot in the door of traditional publishing houses. 

Digital rights management
  Anti-circumvention techniques may be used to restrict what the user may do with an e-book. For instance, it may not be possible to transfer ownership of an e-book to another person, though such a transaction is common with physical books. Some devices can phone home to track readers and reading habits, restrict printing, or arbitrarily modify reading material. This includes restricting the copying and distribution of works in the public domain through the use of "click-wrap" licensing, effectively limiting the rights of the public to distribute, sell or use texts in the public domain freely.

  Most e-book publishers do not warn their customers about the possible implications of the digital rights management tied to their products. Generally they claim that digital rights management is meant to prevent copying of the e-book. However in many cases it is also possible that digital rights management will result in the complete denial of access by the purchaser to the e-book. With some formats of DRM, the e-book is tied to a specific computer or device. In these cases the DRM will usually let the purchaser move the book a limited number of times after which he cannot use it on any additional devices. If the purchaser upgrades or replaces their devices eventually they may lose access to their purchase. Some forms of digital rights management depend on the existence of online services to authenticate the purchasers. When the company that provides the service goes out of business or decides to stop providing the service, the purchaser will no longer be able to access the e-book.

  With digital rights management, it is argued by some to be a more apt use of money for commodity to be a rental or lease rather than a purchase. The restricted book comes with a number of restrictions, and eventually access to the purchase can be removed by a number of different parties involved. These include the publisher of the book, the publisher of the DRM scheme, and the publisher of the reader software. These are all things that are significantly different from the realm of experiences anyone has had with a physical copy of the book.

 Production
  Some e-books are produced simultaneously with the production of a printed format, as described in electronic publishing, though in many instances they may not be put on sale until later. Often, e-books are produced from pre-existing hard-copy books, generally by document scanning, sometimes with the use of robotic book scanners, having the technology to quickly scan books without damaging the original print edition. Scanning a book produces an image file, which must then be converted into text format by an OCR program. Occasionally, as in some e-text projects, a book may be produced by re-entering the text from a keyboard.

  As a newer development, sometimes only the electronic version of a book is produced by the publisher. Usually, it is possible to convert electronic book to a printed book by print on demand.

  E-book publishing as an industry is growing in the double digits yearly, according to the quarterly reports put out by IDPF. Among the first Internet-only publishers of new e-books were Boson Books, Hard Shell Word Factory and Online Originals, all founded in the mid-1990s. Each pioneered different aspects of what has since become common practice amongst e-book publishers, e.g. the support of multiple formats including PDFs, the payment of much higher royalty rates than conventional publishers, and the online presentation of free samples. Hard Shell Word Factory set the first professional standards for commercial e-books and pioneered author-friendly contracts. Online Originals was the first e-book publisher to win mainstream book reviews (in The Times) and a nomination for a major literary prize (the Booker Prize).

  Since the late 1990s, the many newcomers to e-book publishing have included most major print publishers. At the same time, many established e-publishers started to offer print versions of some of their titles. Thus the line between the two is fast blurring.

  There are some parts of the industry where there are particularly notable leading firms. In the general field of science-fiction and fantasy, Baen Books, an American publishing company established in 1983 by science fiction publishing industry long-timer Jim Baen (1943-2006) has a well-established position. It is a science fiction and fantasy publishing house that specializes in space opera/military science fiction and fantasy (though it does not restrict itself to these subgenres). It is notable for releasing books without DRM in a variety of formats, before hard-copy publication, and pre-releasing e-books in parts before the hard-copy release. Many older titles are available for free, especially the first book in a series.

  E-books have their own bestseller lists, including those compiled by IDPF, Books Onboard and Fiction wise. There are two yearly awards for excellence in e-books. The longest-standing and most inclusive of these is the EPPIE award, given by EPIC since 2000. The other is the Dream Realm Award, first awarded to speculative fiction e-books in 2002.

Readers
  E-book readers may be specifically designed for that purpose, or intended for other purposes as well. The term is restricted to hardware devices, not software programs.

  Specialized devices have the advantage of doing one thing well. Specifically, they tend to have the right screen size, battery lifespan, lighting and weight. A disadvantage of such devices is that they are often expensive when compared to generic devices such as laptops and PDAs

Reading Habit in the Electronic Era

  The progress of human resource potential of a country is closely associated with the reading habit prevalent in that society. As points out reading should be part and parcel one’s life & daily activities. The invisible love of reading was exhibited in olden days and also in modern days. Just because a new medium enters, it does not mean old medium dies out. The art of writing still continues in the era of word processing. In the same way reading books also continues in the modern era.

  A transition from paper to e-book brings changes in the reading habit. But it has not affected the reading habit. It has been a part of our social life . As Sundaresan  says a well conceived electronic media program enriches the learning environment. As more people use new electronic media, the volume of reading and writing will increase, contributing greater reading and writing fluency. We can always say that reading habit never dies in the electronic era.

Role of Libraries and Librarians in the Changing Hi-tech Societies

Role of Libraries

  Rang Nathan consider Libraries as rich springs of knowledge from where knowledge flows to irrigate the wide fields of education and culture . They are as indispensable centers of civilized society where the records in various forms could be protected, preserved and utilized. They are considered as banks of knowledge. They will continue the process of preserving human culture and experiences recorded over many centuries and in many languages. They form major vehicles for mass distribution of reading materials to readers. Invention of computer and networks is a great milestone in the history and development of libraries.

  Electronics, indeed, has a great future in information services. But the idea that the future library will be a library without books and even without librarians is fallacious. Many of readers are deeply attached with book filled shelves. An increase in the book sales is noted in the book fairs conducted at various levels.

  In future, libraries would have enormous number of e-books, which could be searched, viewed and downloaded. Libraries of the present age must be a gateway to the broadest world of scholarly information irrespective of information format or source.
  The function and structure of the library is undergoing drastic changes (Jordan) Libraries should play a new role to serve the information needs of the future user. Future libraries might actually be a building filled with file server and users sitting in front of the terminals searching for their information. Most of the information should be turned digital.

  We cannot consider electronic library as an alternative for conventional library, but it is a subsidiary and complementary to it.
  As rightly pointed by Boorstin and Harry Hookway, the newer means of information retrieval should be regarded as modification not dispossession of previous methods. 

Role of Librarian

  Coping with the technology poses continuous challenge for librarian. With deep technical proficiency, they will face the challenge and will be able to distil information through electronic resources. In the changing scenario, they are going to be a highly skilled professional whose total commitment would be as a processor and disseminator of information to the user. They arrange numerous words and images organize and filter the information for user. Librarians are aptly considered as human search engines. They are the holders of ideas in any form- book or parchment or electronic. Librarian can easily negotiate the transition from the paper information age to the electronic information age.

  In the electronic era, the librarian should be trained in the new technology and be responsible for teaching the user about the use of new tools. They should guide the users to get the information in the quickest way from the most reliable source. They are expected to create database of information which are available electronically on the network. Lancaster finds that despite the advantages of electronic media, the true intellectual task associated with the library and information profession- subject analysis, interpretation of information needs and search strategy are not easily delegated to the machine. He concludes that the expertise of the skilled librarian will not be replaced by artificial intelligence in the foreseeable future 

Present Study

  The present study has been conducted to examine the future of tree book in the electronic age. It also analyses the pros and cons of the tree book and the e-book.

Methodology

  A sample of 40 library professionals working in various academic institutions was studied by applying convenience sampling. A questionnaire was developed to collect the data from the sample. Questions were framed to find out the future of tree book in the electronic age, reading habits, usage of e-book, role of libraries and librarians in the digital era, dependency on e-book to get the latest information and the contribution of book and e-book towards the development of society. The views of the respondents were gathered on five point scale and presented statistically using tabulation and diagrams.

Analysis of the findings

The views of the respondents on the future of printed book were collected and presented in TABLE — I

TABLE — I. FUTURE OF PRINTED BOOKS

	S.No
	Statement
	SA
	A
	N
	D
	SD

	1
	Printed books will survive in the foreseeable future 
	32
(64%)
	12
(24%)
	3
(6%)
	3
(6%)
	0

(0%)

	2
	Printed books continue to fascinate our life
	23
(46%)
	20
(40%)
	6
(12%)
	1
(2%)
	0

(0%)

	3
	It is hard to imagine a world without books
	30
(60%)
	8
(16%)
	2
(4%)
	4
(8%)
	0
(0%)

	4
	Printed book is a powerful media
	19
(38%)
	27
(54%)
	3
(6%)
	1
(2%)
	0

(0)

	5
	Printing and Publishing books still remain a major source of disseminating information around the world
	11
(22%)
	30
(60%)
	6
(12%)
	3
(6%)
	0

(0)

	6
	Digital technology has replaced printed books 
	1
(2%)
	6
(12%)
	3
(6%)
	29
(58%)
	11
(22%)


Note:
 SA — Strongly Agree,
 A — Agree,
 N — Neutral, 
D — Disagree, 
SD — Strongly Disagree.

  Table — I clearly indicates that 88% of the respondents are of the view that printed book will survive in the foreseeable future. As much as 46% and 40% of the respondents strongly agreed and agreed with the statement that printed book fascinated their lives. It is noted that 76% of the respondent felt that it is difficult to imagine a world without books. A majority of the respondent 91.66% agreed that printed book is a powerful media. A great majority (82%) opined that printing and publishing books still remain a major source of disseminating information around the world. As much as 80 percent of the respondent disagreed that digital technology has replaced printed books. It is found that 15 percent only agreed with this statement.

TABLE — II. USAGE OF E-BOOK

	Sl.No
	Statement
	SA
	A
	N
	D
	SD 

	1
	Readers prefer e-Books to

printed books 
	3
(6%)
	12

(24%)
	13
(26%)
	15 
(30%)
	7
(14%)

	2
	Reading e-Books is quite 

Comfortable
	9
(18%)
	12
(24%)
	8
(16%)
	14
(28%)
	7
(14%)

	3
	E-Book can be used as an

alternative to printed books
	6
(12%)
	20
(40%)
	2 
(4%)
	14
(28%)
	8

(16%)


Note: 
SA — Strongly Agree, 
A — Agree, 
N — Neutral, 
D — Disagree,
 SD — Strongly Disagree.

  Table —II unfolds the views of the respondents on e-book. It is observed that 31.67% of them expressed their preferences to e-book over printed book. As much as 38.33% of the respondents disagreed with this view. Indecisiveness is found more for this statement as 30 percent of the respondent selected neutral. Only 33.34 percent felt that e-book is quite comfortable. It is also noted that 46.66% of them disagreed with this statement Twenty percent remained neutral in their responses. 

Figure in parentheses indicates percentage

  Forty percent of the respondent opined that e-book can be used as an alternative to printed book. As much as 43.34% responded negatively. It is also observed 16.66% remained neutral. The percent of the respondents who had registered neutral responses was found more in these statements. This may be due to the fact that hey are not familiar with e-book.

	The respondent’s views on the replacement of the expertise of the skilled librarian in digital era were collected and presented in the Figure—3. Many (67%) did not foresee this to happen in the future. Only 13% of the respondents did not agree with this statement.
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	Figure 3. Expertise of the skilled Librarian in the digital era

	Thirty five percent of the respondent mentioned that digital technology can pose a threat to the existence of library profession. Nearly 50% of the respondent disagreed with this view (Figure 4)
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	Figure 4. Library profession in digital era

	A great majority 72 (81%) of them believed that book reading habit has not vanished in the era of e’ publishing (Figure 5)
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	Figure 5. Reading habit in the era of E-publishing

	The respondents views on the dependency on e-book to get latest information were gathered. Twenty percent informed that they depend to a great extent on e-book for gathering latest information. As much as 53.33% pointed out, they depend to a certain extent only Dependency on e-book to very little extent is noted among 15% of the respondents

(Figure 6).
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	Figure 6. Dependency on E-book to get the latest information


The opinions of the respondents on the contribution of reading media to the development of society were collected. Tremendous responses (98.33%) were obtained for the statement that both book & e-book contribute to the development of society. Only negligible percent (1.67%) mentioned that book alone contribute [image: image8.png]OPercentage





Figure 7. Contribution of reading media 
towards the development of society

This study clearly indicates that the future of the book is not purely digital and printed books forms an important interface via print on demand books. Both printed book and e-book make their journey parallel to reach their destiny.

Conclusion

  E- book will ,no doubt have a profound and lasting influence on communication and information dissemination. Electronic libraries will become realities only after all the books likely to be in demand are available in optical disc. It will definitely consume a long time and incur a massive investment. Rheingold points out that displaying screen with high resolution and sufficient computation power to present complex letter form are the need of the hour. It isn’t as easy to set up a manufacturing facility for high resolution screen as it was to set up printing press in the 15th century. 

  Both tree books and electronic book exhibit distinguishing characteristics. Two made will co-exist each sitting into its own niche. As mentioned the progression in technology will not replace printed page but rather adds another dimension to the way in which the information is gathered. 
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