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I. INTRODUCTION

   My project is devoted to the topic of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland. I’ve chosen it because English and History are my favourite subjects. I like English because a lot of people speak English as a foreign language, many scientists write their articles in it. English is now the language used in computers. English is the official language of many international organizations such as the Olympic Committee, the Organization of the United Nations and so on. When you learn a foreign language, you understand your own language and your own culture better because you can compare the two languages. 
II. THE UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN AND NORTHERN IRELAND
1) Geographical location:

   The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland is situated on two large islands called the British Isles. This islands lie off the north-west coast of mainland Europe.

   The larger island is Great Britain, which consists of three parts: England, Scotland and Wales. The smaller island is Ireland and there are about five thousand small islands.

   The country’s shores are washed by the Atlantic Ocean, the North Sea and the Irish Sea. The English channel separate Great Britain from the continent.

   The total area of the United Kingdom is 244.000 square kilometers with a population of 60 million people. It is one of the most populated countries in the world. The average density of population is very high: about 242 people per square kilometer. The greater part of the population is urban. About 89 percent of people live in numerous towns and cities. More than seven million people live in London area. 

   The surface of the British Isles varies very much. There are many mountains in Scotland, Wales and northwest of England but they are not very high. Ben Nevis in Scotland is the highest mountain. The northern part of Scotland is mountainous and is called the Highlands. Scotland is also famous for its beautiful lakes, which are called Lochs.

   There are many rivers in Great Britain, but they are not very long. The Thames is the deepest, the longest and the most important river in England.

   The climate of Great Britain is mild. It is not very cold in winter and hot in summer. The average temperature in January is about 5C above zero. February is the coldest month in the year. The summers are cool and rainy. July is the warmest month. There is much rain and fog in autumn and winter. October is the rainiest month in the year.

2) Parts of the U.K:

a. England 
   England is a country that is part of the United Kingdom, It's inhabitants account for more than 83% of the total UK population, whilst it’s mainland territory occupies most of the southern two-thirds of the island of Great Britain. England shares land borders with Scotland to the north and Wales to the west and elsewhere is bordered by the North Sea, Irish Sea, Celtic Sea, Bristol Channel and English Channel. The capital is London, the largest urban area in Great Britain, and the largest urban zone in the European Union by most, but not all, measures.

   England became a unified state in the year 927 and takes its name from the Angles, one of the Germanic tribes who settled there during the 5th and 6th centuries. It’s the place of origin of the English language, the Church of England, and English law. In addition, England was the birth place of the Industrial Revolution and modern experimental science. England is the world's oldest parliamentary system.

   The Kingdom of England (including Wales) continued as a separate state until 1 May 1707, when the Kingdom of Scotland was joined. In 1800, Great Britain was united with Ireland and became the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland. In 1921, the Irish Free State was created, and in 1927 officially established the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, which exists today.

   England is native land of football.
b. Scotland

   Scotland is a country that is part of the United Kingdom. Occupying the northern third of the island of Great Britain, it shares a border with England to the south and is bounded by the North Sea to the east, the Atlantic Ocean to the north and west, and the North Channel and Irish Sea to the southwest. In addition to the mainland, Scotland consists of over 790 islands including the Northern Isles and the Hebrides.

   Edinburgh, the country's capital and second largest city, is one of Europe's largest financial centres. It was the hub of the Scottish Enlightenment of the 18th century, which saw Scotland become one of the commercial, intellectual and industrial powerhouses of Europe. Scotland's largest city is Glasgow, which was once one of the world's leading industrial metropolises, and now lies at the centre of the Greater Glasgow conurbation which dominates the Scottish Lowlands. Scottish waters consist of a large sector of the North Atlantic and the North Sea, containing the largest oil reserves in the European Union.

   The Kingdom of Scotland was an independent state until 1 May 1707 when it joined to England to create a United Kingdom of Great Britain, the Scottish parliament was merged with the English parliament and Scotland lost its political independence. 

   Scotland is well known to the world for its traditional costume, the kilt and its traditional instrument, bag-pipe.

   Scotland is also the land of myths and mysteries; every castle has its ghost. Glamis Castle is said to have nine of them. And of course everyone knows about the Loch Ness Monster. «Nessie» is said to be about six meters long, with a long, thin neck. The first report of the monster in Loch Ness was in A.D. Sinse 1934 thousands of people claimed to they had seen the monster. Scientists have investigated the Loch and taken pictures but no scientific explanation of the mystery has been given.
c. Wales

   Wales is the country in the west of Great Britain. It is mainly a mountainous land with a chiefly agricultural economy and an industrial and coal-mining area in the south. The landscape is beautiful. Many English people move to Wales when they retire.
   Cardiff, a large city in the south, was chosen as the capital of Wales in 1955, mainly because of its size. Sinse 1536, Wales has been governed by England and the heir to the throne of England has the title of Prince of Wales, but Welsh people have strong sense of identity. There is a Welsh National party which wants independence from the United Kingdom and the Welsh language is still used in certain parts of the country.

   Welsh is an ancient Celtic language, similar to Breton spoken in Brittany, France. In the 60’s Welsh was given equal status with English as an official language and is used in the law courts. It is taught in school and some TV programs are broadcast in Welsh. However, only about 20% of the population speaks Welsh.
d.  Northern Ireland

   Northern Ireland, also known as Ulster, is still a part of the United Kingdom. It is made up of six countries: Antrim, Armagh, Down, Fermanagh, Londonderry and Tyrone. One third of the population lives in and around the capital, Belfast. Belfast is also the most important port and commercial and industrial centre. Some parts of the territory, those that are not close to the capital, have remained mainly rural.

   The Irish population is divided into two groups: the Protestants and the Catholics. The Protestants are of British origin. They are descendants of British settlers who came to Ireland in the XVIth and XVIIth centuries, during and after the Reformation. The Catholics are mostly natives of Ireland.

   The Protestants were the majority and dominated the Catholics with strong discrimination.     In 1968 the Catholics began the movement for equal civil rights.

   The fightings between the two groups of the population continue to this day.

   Northern Ireland has a strong cultural tradition: songs, dances, literature and festivals.

   It has its own Art Council, and there are orchestras, theatres, ballet and opera companies. 
3) The political system of Great Britain:

   The UK is a constitutional monarchy. It has a monarch – a King or a Queen. The present British monarch is Queen Elizabeth the Second. She became Queen in 1952. The Queen has two birthdays.The Queen’s actual birthday is celebrated on April 21st. The official birthday is observed on the second Saturday in June. This day is famous for a ceremony called Trooping the Colour.  The monarch has little power and can reign with the support of Parliament. British Parliament is the legislative body at the country. Parliament and the monarch have different roles in the Government of the country.

   British Parliament consists of two Houses: the House of Commons and the House of Lords. In reality, the House of Commons has truth power. It introduces new bills. Then they go to the House of Lords for approval. Then the monarch signs them. The functions of the Queen are: to open the sessions of the Parliament, to head the commonwealth, to be Commander-in-Chief, to declare the war, to make peace. The House of Commons is made up of 650 elected members of parliament. The party which has the majority of seats in the Government is the leading party and its leader usually becomes prime minister. The prime minister forms his or her Cabinet Ministers. The chairman of the House of Commons is the Speaker.
   The members of the House of Lords are not elected, there are life peers. The chairman of the House of Lords is the Lord Chancellor. He sits on a special place, which is called the Woolsack. It means that wool made England rich. 
   There are several political parties in GB. They are the Conservative, the Liberal, the Labor, the Social Democratic and the Communist parties. Prime minister of the country Gordon Brown is representative of the Labor party.

4)  London - the capital of Great Britain:

   London is the capital of Great Britain. It’s an ancient city .It grew up around the first point where the Roman Invaders found the Thames narrow enough to build a bridge .They found a small Celtic settlement then known as Londinium and by A.D. 300 they had turned it in to a sizeable port and an important trading centre . 

   Over 8 million people live in London. The city dominates British life. It is the home of the nation’s commerce and finance, the main centre of its legal system and the press. It has the largest university and the greatest possibilities for entertainment and for sport in the country. London is one of the most famous capital cities of the world, and every year it attracts crowds of visitors from and abroad. They come to explore its historic buildings, to see its museums and galleries, its parks and its people.

   The heart of London is the City - its commercial and business centre. Here is situated the Tower of London that comes first among the historic buildings of the city. St. Paul’s Cathedral, the greatest of English churches, is situated not far from the Tower. Not far away, in Westminster, where most of the Government buildings are situated, is Westminster Abbey. Many English sovereigns, outstanding statesmen, painters and poets are buried here. Walking around London one can also see and admire Westminster Palace, the Houses of Parliament, Big Ben, Trafalgar Square with the Statue of Lord Nelson, Piccadilly Circus, Whitehall, the British Museum and many others.

5) Customs and traditions:

   I am going to tell you about English customs and traditions.First of all it concerns United Kingdom political system. In Great Britain there is no written constitution, only customs, traditions and precedents. After the English Revolution Great Britain is a constitutional monarchy headed by King (now Qeen, Elisabeth the second). Traditionally the Queen acts only on the advice of her Ministers. She reigns but she does not rule.

   Englishmen have traditions not only in political, but in social life. For example, London, the capital of England, is traditionally devided into three parts: the West End, the East end, and the City. English people like to spend their free time in numerous pubs where they can have a glass of beer and talk about different things with their friends.

   The English are traditional about their meals. They eat eggs and bacon with toasts for breakfast, pudding or apple pie for dessert with lots of tea. Every English family has five o'clock tea. A typical feature of an English house is a fireplace, even when there is central heating in the house.

   English people like domestic animals. Every family has a pet: a dog, a cat or a bird.

   Politeness is a characteristic feature of Englishmen. They often say "Thank you", "Sorry", "Beg your pardon". Russian people, I think, have to learn this good custom.

   Englishmen have many traditional holidays, such as Christmas, Boxing Day, New year’s Day, Spring Bank Holidays, Late Summer Bank Holidays, Good Friday, Easter, Mother's day,  and others.

6) English is Language of Communication:
   “Do you speak English?” – with this phrase begins the conversation between two people, that speak different languages and want to find a common language.
   It’s very good, when you hear: “Yes, I do”, and start talking. People of different countries and nations have to get along well with the progress in world trade and technology as well as with each other.
   So it is very useful to learn foreign languages. Knowledge of foreign languages helps us to develop friendship and understanding among people.

   English is very popular now. It’s the language of computers, science, business, sport and politics. It’s spoken all over the world. It is the official language of the United Kingdom, Ireland, the United States of America, Canada, Australia. There are more than 750 million speakers of English in the world. 

   Speaking a foreign language you can read papers, magazines and original books by great writers, watch satellite TV Programs. If you like travelling you can go anywhere without afraid that other people will not understand you. English is very important to find a good job.
III. CONCLUSION
In conclusion I would like to say that it’s impossible to show all the variety of life of such a great country as the U.K. in the project because almost everything you come across in Britain is a result of a long and interesting history. And it was very interesting for me to know the original names of some British parts, about everyday life of British people because this knowledge closely connected with the history of the English language. And I came to conclusion that Great Britain and Russia have similarities and differences.
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