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                                1. Introduction

      Mass media play an important part in the life of society. They inform, educate and entertain people. But the aim of mass information is not only to inform the people of everything that is going on both in their own country and abroad but also to help them to understand and correctly interpret the events. Mass media influence the way people look at the world and make them change their views.( “ After all”, say American media men, “ news is not what happens-it is what you see or read about in mass media”. In other words, mass media is public opinion.
                           2. The term of mass media

    Mass media is a term used to denote a section of the media  specifically envisioned and designed to reach a very large audience such as the population of a nation state. It was coined in the 1920s with the advent of nationwide radio networks, mass-circulation newspapers and magazines, although mass media was present centuries before the term became common. The term public media has a similar meaning: it is the sum of the public mass distributors of news and entertainment across mediums such as newspapers, television, radio, broadcasting and text publishers. The concept of mass media is complicated in some internet media as now individuals have a means of potential exposure on a scale comparable to what was previously restricted to select group of mass media producers. These internet media can include television, personal web pages, podcasts and blogs.

  The communications audience has been viewed by some commentators as forming a mass society with special characteristics, notably atomization or lack of social connections, which render it especially susceptible to the influence of modern mass-media techniques such as advertising and propaganda. The term "MSM" or "mainstream media" has been widely used in the blogosphere in discussion of the mass media and media bias.

                                            3. History

   Types of drama in numerous cultures were probably the first mass-media, going back into the Ancient World. The first dated printed book known is the "Diamond Sutra", printed in China in 868 AD, although it is clear that books were printed earlier. Movable clay type was invented in 1041 in China. However, due to the slow spread of literacy to the masses in China, and the relatively high cost of paper there, the earliest printed mass-medium was probably European popular prints from about 1400. Although these were produced in huge numbers, very few early examples survive, and even most known to be printed before about 1600 have not survived. Johannes Gutenberg printed the first book on a printing press with movable type in 1453. This invention transformed the way the world received printed materials, although books remained too expensive really to be called a mass-medium for at least a century after that.

   Newspapers developed around from 1612, with the first example in English in 1620  ; but they took until the nineteenth century to reach a mass-audience directly.

   During the 20th century, the growth of mass media was driven by technology that allowed the massive duplication of material. Physical duplication technologies such as printing, record pressing and film duplication allowed the duplication of books, newspapers and movies at low prices to huge audiences. Radio and television allowed the electronic duplication of information for the first time.

   Mass media had the economics of linear replication: a single work could make money proportional to the number of copies sold, and as volumes went up, units costs went down, increasing profit margins further. Vast fortunes were to be made in mass media. In a democratic society, independent media serve to educate the public/electorate about issues regarding government and corporate entities. Some consider the concentration of media ownership to be a grave threat to democracy.

                                 4. Purposes

  Mass media can be used for various purposes:

	1 Advocacy, both for business and social concerns. This can include advertising, marketing, propaganda, public relations, and political communication.



	2 Enrichment and education.



	3 Entertainment, traditionally through performances of acting, music, and sports, along with light reading; since the late 20th century also through video and computer games. 



	4 Journalism- news and blogging. 



	5 Public service announcements. 




                                    5. Forms

          Electronic media and print media include:

	Broadcasting, in the narrow sense, for radio and television. 


	Various types of discs or tape. In the 20th century, these were mainly used for music. Video and computer uses followed. 


	Film, most often used for entertainment, but also for documentaries. 


	Internet, which has many uses and presents both opportunities and challenges. Blogs and podcasts, such as news, music, pre-recorded speech and video) 


	Publishing, in the narrow sense, meaning on paper, mainly via books, magazines, and newspapers. 


	Video games, which have developed into a mass form of media since cutting-edge devices such as the PlayStation 3, XBox 360, and Wii broadened their use. 




                                       6 Broadcasting
   Broadcasting is the distribution of audio and/or video signals (programs) to a number of recipients ("listeners" or "viewers") that belong to a large group. This group may be the public in general, or a relatively large audience within the public. Thus, an Internet channel may distribute text or music world-wide, while a public address system in (for example) a workplace may broadcast very limited soundbites to a small population within its range.

   The sequencing of content in a broadcast is called a schedule. With all technological endeavours a number of technical terms and slang are developed please see the list of broadcasting terms for a glossary of terms used.

   Television and radio programs are distributed through radio broadcasting over frequency bands that are highly regulated by the Federal Communications Commission. Such regulation includes determination of the width of the bands, range, licencing, types of receivers and transmitters used, and acceptable content.

  Cable programs are often broadcast simultaneously with radio and television programs, but have a more limited audience. By coding signals and having decoding equipment in homes, cable also enables subscription-based channels and pay-per-view services.

   A broadcasting organisation may broadcast several programs at the same time, through several channels (frequencies), for example BBC One and Two. On the other hand, two or more organisations may share a channel and each use it during a fixed part of the day. Digital radio and digital television may also transmit multiplexed programming, with several channels compressed into one ensemble.

   When broadcasting is done via the Internet the term webcasting is often used. In 2004 a new phenomenon occurred when a number of technologies combined to produce podcasting. Podcasting is an asynchronous broadcast/narrowcast medium, with one of the main proponents being Adam Curry and his associates the Podshow.

   Broadcasting forms a very large segment of the mass media. Broadcasting to a very narrow range of audience is called narrowcasting. The term "broadcast" was coined by early radio engineers from the midwestern United States.

                              7 Radio and Television.   

   Mass media are one of the most characteristic features of modern civilization. People are united into ona global community with the help of mass media. People can learn about what is happening in the world very fast using mass media. The mass media include newspapers, magazines, radio and television.

   Television, also called TV, is one of our most important means of communication. It brings moving pictures and sounds from around the world into millions of homes.

  The name “Television” comes from Greek world meaning “far”, and a Latin word meaning “to see” , so the word “television” means “to see far”.

  The most exciting and entertaining kind of mass media is television. It brings moving pictures and sounds directly to people’s homes. So one can see events in faraway places just sitting in his or her chair.
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 There is a lot of advertising on TV and radio everywhere. The firm sponsor shows and programmes make people buy their goods. People are attracted by such programmes because a valuable prize is usually prmised for the correct answer.
   Advertising promotes business and benefits businessman but often annoys the general public. The play you are watching on TV may be interrupted several times by an appeal to use a new perfume or drink a certain beer. Watching such programmes gives one a headache instead of providing relaxation. Sometimes the patience of the viewer snaps and he turns off the TV set without ever learning who murdered the innocent old lady or hijacked the plane and so on.

   To convinced the viewer that a certain product is the best and to persuade him to buy it takes not only a lot of imagination but also a lot of time. The same advertisments are repeated dozens of times every day, which bores the viewers. 
    A pecular feature of the television everywhere for several last years is soap opera. It is a sentimental serial drama dealing with domestic problems and meant for housewives, but most peole find soap operas boring.

    It is hardly fair to say that mass media in Russia and other countries don’t try to raise the cultural level of the people or to develop thire artistic taste. Many of the TV programmes are excellent, they are made in good taste and with great professional skill. Radio and television bring into millions of homes not only entertainment and news but also cultural and educational programmes. Radio stations  broadcast about ten thousand hours of musical programmes weekly. Many programmes are made up almost entirely of classical music.

     There is a lot of education both on the radio and on television. For instance, you can take a TV course in history, political economy, management, banking and in many other subjects, or learn a foreign language. Educational TV films and programmes are shown in schools and colleges as part of the curriculum.
   The opinion that all commercial programmes are of little artistic value can also be disputed.

  The main source of news for millions of people is television. People like TV news because they can see everything with their own eyes. And that’s an important advantage. Seeing, as we know, is believing. Besides, it’s much more difficult for politicians to lie in front of the camaras than on the pages of newspapers.
   Still, many people prefer the radio. It’s good to listen to in the car, or in the open air, or when you do something about the house.

  Newspapers don’t react to events as quickly as TV, but they usually provide us with extra detail, comment and background information.

   The Internet has recently become another important source of information. Its main advantage is that news appears on the screen as soon as things happen in real life and you don’t have to wait for news time on TV. 
   Many people have forgotten what the world was like 
before TV. But today it has become an integral part of our lives. No medium can compare with TV as a means of information, entertainment & education. TV now plays such an important role in so many people's lives that it is essential for us to try to decide whether it is bad or good. 
  On the first place TV is not only a convenient source 
of entertainment, but also a comparatively cheap one. For a family of 4, for 
example, it is more convenient as well as cheaper to sit comfortably at home 
than to go out. They don't have to pay for expensive tickets. All they have to 
do is to turn on TV and they can see films, political discussions and the 
latest exciting football matches. Some people say that this is fist where the 
danger lies. The TV viewers need do nothing: they make no choices, they're 
completely passive & don't even use their legs. 

  TV, people often say, informs about current events and 
the latest developments in science and politics. A lot of good films, music 
programs have appeared recently on TV. Yet here again there is a danger. We get to like watching TV so much that it begins to dominate our lives. A friend of mine told me that when his TV set broke he & his family suddenly found that they had much more time to do things. 
   The most important thing which is really criticizing 
is poor quality of the programs and its harmful effect on children. For example the film "Natural Born Killers" teaches children to kill and there 
was one accident in France when a group of teenagers kill their parents. 
There are many arguments for and against TV. I think we must understand that TV in itself is neither good nor bad. TV is as good or as bad as we make it.

 Television is the most popular leisure pastime in Russia. Several television channels are in operation: "Ostankino". "Russian Channel", "Independent TV Channel - NTV". Besides them there are local TV channels and local commercial TV channels in big cities and republics of Russia.

  TV services provide programmes of general interest such as light entertainment, sport, current affairs, serious drama, music. There are programmes on arts, children's and family programmes, interview with outstanding personalities, news reports covering international, national and local events.

Much attention is paid to foreign films, American in particular, foreign TV programmes and soap operas.
  The first regular independent television broadcast began in London in 1955. Independent television programmes are produced at 18 studio centres throughout the country.
   About three-fourths of the 1500 TV stations in the US are commercial stations. They sell advertising time to pay for their operating costs and to make profit. The rest are public stations, which are nonprofit organizations.
  Commercial TV stations broadcast mostly entertainment programs because they must attract lager numbers of viewers in order to sell advertising time at high prices. These programs include light dramas called situation comedies; action-packed dramas about life of detectives, police officers, lawyers and doctors; shows featuring comedians, dancers and singers; movies; quiz shows, soap operas , cartoons. Commercial TV broadcasts also documentaries and talk shows. Documentary is dramatic, but nonfictional presentation of information. It can be programs about people, animals in faraway places or programs on such issues as alcoholism, drug abuse, racial prejudice. On talk shows a host interviews politicians, TV and movie stars, athlets, authors. There are also sport programs and brief summeries of local, national and international news. Advertising is an important part of commercial  TV. Commercials appear between and during most programs. They urge viewers to buy different kinds of products- from dog food to hair spray, and from cars to insurance policies.

  Public television focuses mainly on education and culture. There are programs on wide range of subjects- from physics and literature to cooking and yoga. Public TV also broadcasts plays, ballets, symphonies as well as programs about art and history. Public TV attracts less viewer than commercial TV.
 Which channels do people( my classmates) prefer to watch?

Diagram 1
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	1%
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   It is almost impossible to imagine our life without TV. It plays a great and a very important role in the life of modern man. There is practically no family that doesn't have a TV set. TV is one of the mass media kinds. Radio and newspapers tell us about different events but TV not only tells but also shows. TV has a lot of channels and everybody can watch the programs he likes. Our television suggests various programs: talk show and game show, news and sporting events, about animals and about foreign countries and so on. Soaps-lovers can watch their favorite films almost every day. TV shows us a lot of films of different countries: detective and melodrama, comedy and thriller. 

                    TV or not TV

   Television has become an everyday part of our lives. It’s omnipresent, always on… but is this a good thing or bad one? Don’t we spend too much of our precious time in front of the “box”? haven’t we become lazier because of it? Is TV dangerous? Here’s what different people say about television. 

Diagram 2
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                                     Arguments for:

1. Some peole say that television is dangerous. I don’t think so. After all, it keeps you informed about what’s happening in the world. You can also see films and plays, and be entertained…or you can whatch documentaries and learn something new.

2. In spite of all defects, television can tech us a lot of things. The trick is to learn to control it and it intelligently. The ideal is to turn on the TV only when there is a programme which is really amusing and interesting.

3. A lot of rubbish has been written about television. I think it’s a wonderful invention. It’s a cheap form of entertainment, which gives pleasure to millions of people, especially those who live alone. It’s also a wonderful way of escaping from our dull reality.

4. TV’s just part of life really. It involves us  in strong emotions: love, hate, passion. Even the silliest of “soaps” help me to solve my own problems by showing me what might happen if I do certain things. Sometimes they show me what not to do.

                                Arguments against

1 .Television  is a terrible waste of time. I know a lot of people who just sit down in front of the “box” and watch whatever’s on. They spend hours watching silly Mexican soap operas and second-rate American films when perhaps they ought to be doing something else.

2. In my opinion, television makes us lazier. We stay at home instead of going out. We read less. We think less. We even talk less. It cuts us off from reality. But isn’t real ife better than this passive enjoyment?

3. There’s too much blood and violence on TV. We begin to believe that the world is an unfriendly place, filled with cruel people and risky circumstances. The violent, crime-filled world shown on TV may turn people into criminals.

4. Television is like a drug: we get addicted to certain TV series and simply can’t switch it off. Most programmes are filled with silly commercials. What I hate it often uses strong language. It has a terrible influence on children and yuong people.
                                       8 Film
   Film is a term that encompasses motion pictures as individual projects, as well as the field in general. The origin of the name comes from the fact that photographic film (also called filmstock) has historically been the primary medium for recording and displaying motion pictures.

   Films are produced by recording people and objects with cameras, or by creating them using animation techniques and/or special effects. They comprise a series of individual frames, but when these images are shown rapidly in succession, the illusion of motion is given to the viewer. Flickering between frames is not seen due to an effect known as persistence of vision — whereby the eye retains a visual image for a fraction of a second after the source has been removed. Also of relevance is what causes the perception of motion; a psychological effect identified as beta movement.

   Film is considered by many to be an important art form; films entertain, educate, enlighten and inspire audiences. Any film can become a worldwide attraction, especially with the addition of dubbing or subtitles that translate the film message. Films are also artifacts created by specific cultures, which reflect those cultures, and, in turn, affect them.

  Which films do people(my classmates)  like to see?

Diagram 3
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                                              9 Internet
   The Internet (also known simply as "the Net" or "the Web") can be briefly understood as "a network of networks". Specifically, it is the worldwide, publicly accessible network of interconnected computer networks that transmit data by packet switching using the standard Internet Protocol (IP). It consists of millions of smaller domestic, academic, business, and governmental networks, which together carry various information and services, such as electronic mail, online chat, file transfer, and the interlinked Web pages and other documents of the World Wide Web.

   Contrary to some common usage, the Internet and the World Wide Web are not synonymous: the Internet is a collection of interconnected computer networks, linked by copper wires, fiber-optic cables, wireless connections etc.; the Web is a collection of interconnected documents, linked by hyperlinks and URLs. The World Wide Web is accessible via the Internet, along with many other services including e-mail, file sharing and others described below.

    Toward the end of the 20th century, the advent of the World Wide Web marked the first era in which any individual could have a means of exposure on a scale comparable to that of mass media. For the first time, anyone with a web site can address a global audience, although serving to high levels of web traffic is still relatively expensive. It is possible that the rise of peer-to-peer technologies may have begun the process of making the cost of bandwidth manageable. Although a vast amount of information, imagery, and commentary (i.e. "content") has been made available, it is often difficult to determine the authenticity and reliability of information contained in web pages (in many cases, self-published). The invention of the Internet has also allowed breaking news stories to reach around the globe within minutes. This rapid growth of instantaneous, decentralized communication is often deemed likely to change mass media and its relationship to society. "Cross-media" means the idea of distributing the same message through different media channels. A similar idea is expressed in the news industry as "convergence". Many authors understand cross-media publishing to be the ability to publish in both print and on the web without manual conversion effort. An increasing number of wireless devices with mutually incompatible data and screen formats make it even more difficult to achieve the objective “create once, publish many”.

   The internet is quickly becoming the center of mass media. Everything is becoming accessible via the internet. Instead of picking up a newspaper, or watching the 10 o'clock news, people will log onto the internet to get the news they want, when they want it. Many workers listen to the radio through the internet while sitting at their desk. Games are played through the internet. Blogging has become a huge form of media, popular through the internet.       Even the education system relies on the internet. Teachers can contact the entire class by sending one e-mail. They have web pages where students can get another copy of the class outline or assignments. Some classes even have class blogs where students must post weekly, and are graded on their contributions. The internet thus far has become an extremely dominant form of media.

People( my classmates) use Internet for:

Diagram 4
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	7%
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                                  10  Publishing
   Publishing is the industry concerned with the production of literature or information – the activity of making information available for public view. In some cases, authors may be their own publishers.

   Traditionally, the term refers to the distribution of printed works such as books and newspapers. With the advent of digital information systems and the Internet, the scope of publishing has expanded to include websites, blogs, and the like.
As a business, publishing includes the development, marketing, production, and distribution of newspapers, magazines, books, literary works, musical works, software, other works dealing with information.
 Publication is also important as a legal concept;(1) as the process of giving formal notice to the world of a significant intention, for example, to marry or enter bankruptcy, and;(2) as the essential precondition of being able to claim defamation; that is, the alleged libel must have been published.
What do people prefer to read?

Diagram 5
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[image: image3.jpg]



Brockhaus Konversations-Lexikon, 1902.

A book is a collection of sheets of paper, parchment or other material with a piece of text written on them, bound together along one edge within covers. A book is also a literary work or a main division of such a work. A book produced in electronic format is known as an e-book.

In library and information science, a book is called a monograph to distinguish it from serial publications such as magazines, journals or newspapers.

Publishers may produce low-cost, pre-proof editions known as galleys or 'bound proofs' for promotional purposes, such as generating reviews in advance of publication. Galleys are usually made as cheaply as possible, since they are not intended for sale.

    Nowadays it’s almost impossible to imagine our life without books. Perhaps, there are more books on our planet than men alive. Long before the invention of printing people valued books as treasure troves of the human knowledge and experience. Hand –written manuscripts took months of writing and were collected by and kept in monasteries with utmost care. We can distinguish books between three classes of them. Firstly, books on different branches of knowledge, works by brilliant minds of mankind. Secondly, textbooks of all kinds and genres to read at leisure.

Classics should be taken a little at a time. One’s understanding of books by Tolstoy and Dostoyevsky, Mopassan and Balzak depends on one’s age and experience.

   Serious books are to be read conscientiously and maybe more than once. To a thinking reader they will provide new fod for thought every time he rereads it. Many people indulge in reading science fiction, fantasy or detective stories. Of course, there are some advantages and disadvantages of this kind of literature, often reffered to as “ easy reading”. As for me, good science fiction and fantasy develop imagination, logical thinking, broader one’s outlook. The same could be said in favour of detective stories. They reveal such minute details of everyday life in this or that particular reader. The masterpieces of this genre by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, Agatha Christie and others, show the depths of psychological analysis, the insight into the human nature.
As an old saying goes, man cannot live on bread alone. Books are the source of knowledge and the means of self-perfection. Sometimes it is difficult to solve some problems in life. I think that books can help us. Books must be our friends during all our life.

   Which books do people ( my classmates) like to read?

Diagram 6
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                                10 b)  Magazine
   A magazine is a periodical publication containing a variety of articles, generally financed by advertising and/or purchase by readers.

    Magazines are typically published weekly, biweekly, monthly, bimonthly or quarterly, with a date on the cover that is in advance of the date it is actually published. They are often printed in color on coated paper, and are bound with a soft cover.

    Magazines fall into two broad categories: consumer magazines and business magazines. In practice, magazines are a subset of periodicals, distinct from those periodicals produced by scientific, artistic, academic or special interest publishers which are subscription-only, more expensive, narrowly limited in circulation, and often have little or no advertising.

Magazines can be classified as:

· General interest magazines (e.g. Frontline, India Today, The Week, etc) 

· Special interest magazines (women's, sports, business, scuba diving, etc) 

Magazines is one of the major mass media. Magazine is a collection of articles and stories. Usually magazines also contain illustrations.
   The earliest magazines developed from newspapers and booksellers catalogs. Such catalogs first appeared during the 1600’s in France. In the 1700’s pamphlets published at regular intervals appeared in England and America. They were literary publications.  One of the first British magazines “ The Genteleman’s Magazine” was published from 1731 to 1914. the first American magazine was called the “ American Magazine”, or “ A Monthly View”.

   Magazines do not focus on daily, rapidly changing events. They provide more profound analysis of events of proceeding week. Magazines are desighned to be kept for longer time so they have cover and binding and are printed on better paper.  

   Magazines provide information on a wide range of topics such as business, culture, hobbies, madicine, religion, science, and sports. Some magazines entertain their readers with fiction, poetry, photography or articles about TV, or movie stars.

     Magazines are desighned to be kept for a longer time in comparison to newspapers and that is why they are printed on a better paper and have covers. Magazines, unlike newspapers, do not focus on daily, rapidly changing events.
    There are specialized magazines intented for special business, industrial and professional groups, and consumer magazines intended for general public. There are sevral kinds of consumer magazines.

   Children’s magazines contain stories, jokes, articles on subjects especially interesting for children and instructions for making games or useful items.

   Hobby magazines are intented for collectors of coins, stamps, and other items; people interested in certain sports or games; photography enthusiasts.

    Intellectual magazines provide analysis of current cultural and political events. Many of them publish fiction and poetry as well.

   Men’s magazines focus on such topics as adventury, entertainment, men’s fashion and sports.

   Women’s magazines deal with child-raising, fashion trends, romance. They offer ideas on cooking and home decorating. Many of the monthlies with big circulations are women’s magazines.
Which magazines are bought more often?

Diagram 7

[image: image4]
                       10c) Newspaper

[image: image5.jpg]



A selection of newspapers

                                       Newspapers

     A newspaper is a publication containing news and information and advertising, usually printed on low-cost paper called newsprint. It may be general or special interest, most often published daily or weekly. The first printed newspaper was published in 1605, and the form has thrived even in the face of competition from technologies such as radio and television. Recent developments on the Internet are posing major threats to its business model, however. Paid circulation is declining in most countries, and advertising revenue, which makes up the bulk of a newspaper's income, is shifting from print to online; some commentators, nevertheless, point out that historically new media such as radio and television did not entirely supplant existing .

   Newspaper is a publication that presents and comments on the news. Newspapers play an important role in shaping public opinion and informing people of current ivents.

   The first newspapers were probably handwritten  newssheets posted in public places. The earliest daily newssheet was “ Acta Diurna” ( “ Daily Events”) which started in Rome in 59 B/C/ The first printed newspaper was Chinese publication called “ Dibao” ( “ Ti-pao”) started in A.D.700’s. It was printed from carved wooden blocks. The first regularly published newspaper in Europe was “ Avisa Relation” or “ Zeitung”, stated in Germany in 1609.

    Newspapers have certain advantages over other mass media-magazines, TV and radio. Newspaper can cover more news and in much detail than TV or radio newcast can do. Magazines focus on major national and international events og the proceeding week. But newspaper focuses on local news as well and provides information and comments faster than magazine can do.

  The earliest kind of mass media was newspaper. The first newspaper was Roman handwritten newssheet called “ Acta Diurna” started in 59 B.C. Magazines appeared in 1700’s. They developed from newspapers and booksellers’ catalogs. Radio and TV appeared only in this century.

  The first newspapers appeared in the 17th century. They contained news reports , letters to the editor and much local advertising. These papers were often read in coffeehouses to people who didn’t know how to read themselves. In the 19th century some newspapers featured sensational news reports of scandals, murders, fires and robberies. All the time further technical advances contributed to the development of newspapers and magazines.

    Joserph Pulitzer, an important newspaper publisher, (of the last decades of the 19th century) set many of the pattens still followed in modern journalizm. He emphasized excellent world news coverage used unusual eye-catching headlines, published a high-quality editorial page, intriduced a sports section, made extensive use of pictures, cartoons and special features.

   Newspaper chains and mergers began to appear in the early 1900s. As for the modern newspapers, there are such great differences between the various modern dailies- in the type of news they report and the way they report it.

   On the one hand, there are the “ quality” newspapers. They concern themselves with factual reports of major national and international events with the world of politics, with arts and sports. The articles are written in a formal style. For example: “ The Times” in Great Britain, “ The Guardian”, “ The Financial Times”, “Izvestiya”, “ Pravda” in Russia, “ The Daily World” in the USA.
 Newspapres can present and comment on the news in much detail in comparison  to radio and TV newscasts. Newspapers can cover much more events  and news.

    On the other hand, there are the “ populars” and “ tabloids”. The populars present national and international news, stories of human interest and reports on new books, movies and plays. The articles are written in an informal style and they are illustrated with photographs.  For example: “ Newsweek” in the USA, “Aguments and Facts”, “ Komsomolskaya Pravda”in Russia.

   A tabloid is a newspaper with small-size pages, a terse and simple style and many pictures. Tabloids frequently present highly sensational news, stories. The tabloids- the most widely read: “ The Daily Star”, “ Shock”, “ Scandal”. They concentrate us on more emotive reporting of stories often featuring sex, violence, film and pop stars. It is often said that their aim is to entertain readers rather than to inform them.

    In addition to the daily newspapers there are papers which are published on Sundays. Most of “ Sundays” contain more reading matter than daily papers and several of them also include “ colour supplements”-separate colour magazines with a lot of photoes.

   The mass media play an important part in our lives. Newspapers, radio and especially TV inform us of what is going on in this world and give us wonderful possibilities for education and entertainment. They also influence the way we see the world and shape our vews.

   Of course, not all newspapers and TV programmes report the events objectively, but serious jounalists and TV reporters try to be fair and provide us with reliable information.

    It is true that the world today is full of dramatic events and most news seems to be bad news. But people aren’t interested in ordinary events. That is why there are so many programmes and articles about natural disasters, plane crashes, wars, murders and robberies. Good news doesn’t usually make headlines. Bad news does.

Some people say that jounalists are given too much freedom. They often intrude on people’s private lives. They follow celebrities and print sensational stories about them which are untrue or half-true. They take photos of them in their most intimate monuments. The question is-should this be allowed?

      Which newspapers do people ( my classmates) prefer to read?

Diagram 8

	Komsomolskaya Pravda
	0%

	Izvestiya
	1%

	Arguments and Facts
	2%

	Simbirsk
	16%

	Mozaika
	21%


                                  Newspaper Reporting

    The newspaper printing is a rather unusual activity since each day the newspaper material is prepared anew. Newspaper includes editorial board work the following functions: getting the right news, writing it in the form of an article, selection of the best items for the print, and desplaying the selected copy in the paper.

    All this tasks are performed by journalists, editors and wririte men, photographers and make-up editors responsible for the issues of the paper.

Thus,  the newspaper repoting starts with collecting information for the paper. However, journalism does not stop here. Newspapers and magazines publish a great deal of stories not only news items or political stories, for example, stories of humourous or some other type. Such essay-type articles may be called human interest stories. Besides, newspapers carry many items on sports, personalities of today as well as stories on science, art and technology. Rather popular are also the reports about the flights of astronauts and space research matters in general.

    Human interest stories are often written in the form of an interview, or as some journalists say , a “profile” is given. It is no secret that different newspaper publications differently influence the reader, this depending on the level of the skill of the jounalist himself or the type of the topic being covered.

One can often hear some reportes who have just started their career in jounalism asking this question: how to conduct an intervew? There are hadly any rules to that effect because each intervewee is different. In most instances, the jounalist’s problem is how to get the intervewee to start talking. The opening questions, therefore, are of special importance. The reporter should not ask questions that call for only yes-or-no response. Another problem is how to keep on talking. Some intervewers take copious notes, others trust their memory and take notes about the exact names, places, figures, and the like.

    The above-mentioned profile-type stories may be characterised as “ personality sketches” reading which one learns  much about interesting aspects of somebody’s life. Other everyday topics covered by newspapers are stories on crime, medicine and law. Those organs of press which focus on entertainment, crime and just gossip are justly called “ commercial”. These papers are published primarily for profit. Usually they have a considerable readership.
                      11    Conclusion

       Mass media are one of the most characteristic features of modern civilization. People are united into ona global community with the help of mass media. People can learn about what is happening in the world very fast using mass media. 
How do people like to get news?

Diagram 9 
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As for me I prefer watching TV .  I like to see adventure films, fantasy, comedies I watch many programs with great interest. These programs are: a wild nature program, "Anshlag", some game shows and so on. There are a lot of films (most of them of foreign TV-companies) with a great number of corpses, with seas of blood now. It's not very good to my mind. I think that one of the aims of TV is to bring up TV-viewers, to cultivate love to our country, kindness and other positive features of character.

              I suggested a   questionnaire:
1.  Which chanels do people prefer to watch?

 2. Which films do people like to see?

3.Which programmes do you see more often?

4.Are you for or against TV?

5.Why do you use Internet?

6. Which books do people like to read?

7. Which magazines are bought more often?

8. Which newspapers do people prefer to read?

9. How do people like to get news?
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