                    Муниципальное образовательное  учреждение 

                     «Средняя общеобразовательная школа №1»  

                        г. Мензелинска   Республики Татарстан

                           «The British holidays:
                         Red Nose Day»

                                                                                     Проектную работу  выполнила
                                                                ученица  10 класса

                                                                Зыкова Ольга 
                                                                Руководитель: Янова Л. С.

                                                                учитель   иностранного языка
                                                                высшей квалификационной 

                                                                категории

                                              г. Мензелинск 2009
                                            Содержание.
1. Введение……………………………………………………………………………3
      2.   Цель работы………………………………………………………………………...4                         

      3.   Задачи……………………………………………………………………………….4
      4.    Red Nose Day. History……………………………………………………………..5
                On television……………………………………………………………………....6
5. 1997 event…………………………………………………………………………...7
6. 1999 event…………………………………………………………………………...7
7. 2001 event…………………………………………………………………………...7
8. 2003 event………………………………………………………………………...…7
9. 2005 event…………………………………………………………………………...8
10.  2007 event………………………………………………………………………....10
11.  2009 event………………………………………………………………………....13
12.  TV ratings……………………………………………………………………..…..16
13.  The Red Nose……………………………………………………………….…….18
Chronology  of noses………………………………………………………………19
Comic Relief charity singles…………………………………………………….…20
Similar events outside UK…………………………………………………………23
14. Do something funny for money……………………………………………………27
15.  George Henry……………………………………………………………………...33
16.  Richard Curtis……………………………………………………………………..39

17.  Заключение.……………………………………………………………………....46
18.  Приложение……………………………………………………………………....47
19.  Список используемой литературы…………………………………………...…63
                                             Введение.
  Каждый человек, изучающий иностранный язык, должен не только  правильно писать и уметь читать, но и знать традиции страны изучаемого языка. 

   Вот уже 5 лет как мы изучаем английский язык. Каждый год мы читаем в наших учебниках об одних и тех же праздниках.  Но почему же нам не дают информации о других праздниках, менее известных, но также интересных для изучения? 

  Однажды я наткнулась на  одну занимательную ссылку в Интернете. Заголовок ее звучал так:  «День Красного Носа! А  Вы уже готовите носы?»  Я подумала: что за странное и смешное название? И что это за день такой?  Но когда я прочитала эту статью, решила, что все должны знать об этом празднике.
  После этого случая я переговорила с нашим учителем  иностранного языка и предложила ему  помочь мне в написании проекта на тему этого праздника. Она с удовольствием согласилась.  И началась бурная деятельность по созданию проекта.
  В своей работе я использовала много источников, в каждом находя все новые и новые факты. Это были: ресурсы Интернета, дополнительные  книги для изучения иностранных языков, английские газеты и журналы.

  И вот перед вами мое творение.  Но перед тем как начнете его изучать, ответьте на один вопрос: « Знаете ли вы День Красного Носа?»  Если затрудняетесь, то вперед читать мой проект и открывать для себя много новой, полезной  и интересной информации!
                        Цель работы:

расширение  знаний  о народных традициях страны изучаемого языка.
                         Задачи:
· Обучающие: 

1. Углубить знания учащихся о стране изучаемого языка. 

2. Совершенствовать коммуникативную компетенцию школьников. 

· Развивающие: 

1. Развивать у учащихся лингвистическую догадку, память, навыки анализа. 

2. Развивать стремление творчески подходить к решению поставленных задач, креативные умения школьников. 

· Воспитательные: 

1. Воспитывать у учащихся толерантность и уважение к носителям другой культуры. 

2. Совершенствовать навыки исследования и творческой работы.
            Red Nose Day.  History
Comic Relief is a British charity organization which was founded in the UK in 1985 by the comedy scriptwriter Richard Curtis in response to famine in Ethiopia. It was launched live on Noel Edmonds's Late, Late Breakfast Show on BBC1, on Christmas Day 1985 from a refugee camp in Sudan. The idea for Comic Relief came from the noted charity worker Jane Towson, who established it as the operating name of Charity Projects, a registered charity in England and Scotland.
Comic Relief was inspired by the success of the first four Secret Policeman's Ball comedy benefit shows for Amnesty International (1976-1981). Initially funds were raised from live events, and the best known is a comedy revue at the Shaftsbury Theatre in London which was finally broadcast on television on 25 April 1986.

One of the fundamental principles behind working at Comic Relief is the "Golden Pound Principle" where every single donated pound is spent on charitable projects. All operating costs, such as staff salaries, are covered by corporate sponsors or interest which is earned while money raised is waiting to be spent  to charitable projects.

Currently, its two main supporters are the public service broadcaster – the BBC, and the supermarket –Sainsbury's. The BBC is responsible for the live television extravaganza on Red Nose Day, and Sainsbury's sells merchandise on behalf of the charity.

Since the charity was started in the 1980s, Comic Relief has raised over £600 million.
   Red Nose Day is the main way in which Comic Relief raises money. It is held in the spring every other year, and is often treated as a semi-holiday, with, for example, schools, having non-uniform days. The day culminates in a live telethon event on BBC one, starting in the evening and going through into the early hours of the morning, but other money-raising events take place. As the name suggests, the day involves the wearing of plastic/foam red noses, which are available, in exchange for a donation, from Sainsbury's and Oxfam shops.
                                   On television
The television programming begins in the afternoon, with CBC having various related reports, money-raising events a celebrity gungeing. This is all in-between the regular programmes, but after the six o’clock news,  the normal BBC ONE schedule is suspended at 7pm in favour of a live show, with a break at 10pm for the regular news programme. Whilst the BBC news at Ten is on aired BBC ONE, Comic Relief continues on BBC Two , and then resumes on BBC One at 10:35pm, with each hour overseen by a different celebrity team. These celebrities do the work for free, as do the crew, with studio space and production facilities donated by the BBC.

Regular themes throughout the shows include parodies of recent popular shows, films and events, and specially-filmed versions of comedy shows. Smith and Jones, and a parody sketch starring Rowan Atkinson are both regularly featured – the first being Blackadder: The Cavalier Years (1988). 
1997 event
The 1997 "Red Nose Day" event raised over £27m for charitable causes. The Spice Girls song Who Do You Think You Are became the official Comic Relief single of this event, and sold 672,577 copies. 

1999 event
The 1999 "Red Nose Day" was held on 12 March 1999 and raised over £35m. A parody of the Doctor Who series, Doctor Who and the Curse of Fatal Death, starring Rowan Atkinson as the Doctor, was featured during the show, as was Wetty Hainthropp Investigates, a Victoria Wood parody of Hetty Wainthropp Investigates.
2001 event
The 2001 "Red Nose Day" was held on 16 March 2001. In 2001 the total raised was £61,000,140. As well as donations on the night of the TV show, money is raised from countrywide sponsored events and from merchandising, particularly of the red noses themselves. In 2001 5.8 million red noses were sold, approximately one tenth of the UK population.

2003 event
The 2003 "Red Nose Day" was held on 14 March 2003. The fund raising activities included Lenny Henry providing the voice of the speaking clock between 10 March and 23 March with the cost of the call going to Comic Relief. On the night of the live show itself, £35m was raised, an on-the-night record. A total of £61,477,539 was raised that year, setting a new record.
Jack Dee stood outside at the top of a pole for the duration of the show, parodying the acts of David Blaine. Celebrity Driving School led up to the event, with the test results announced during the telethon: they all failed.

The hosts of "Red Nose Day" 2003 were:

· Jonathan Ross
· Lenny Henry 
· Anthony McPartlin
· Declan Donnelly
· Vic Reeves
· Bob Mortimer   
· Graham Norton
       Shows included
As usual a variety of specially-filmed versions of television shows were made. Popular BBC talent show Fame Academy returned as Comic Relief does Fame Academy. Other shows included:

· EastEnders 
· Auf Wiedersehen, Pet 
· University Challenge 
· Celebrity Driving School
Harry Potter and the Secret Chamberpot of Azerbaijan a parody of Harry Potter starring Dawn French as Harry Potter, Jennifer Saunders as Ron Weasley and Miranda Richardson as Hermione Granger.

2005 event
The 2005 Red Nose Day was held on 11 March, and was hosted by a collection of television stars:

· Chris Evans
· Lenny Henry
· Davina McCall
· Graham Norton
· Dermot O'Leary
· Jonathan Ross
The 2005 event was also noteworthy for supporting the Make Poverty History campaign - many of the videos recorded for the MPH campaign (including videos by Bono and Nelson Mandela) were shown throughout the evening. Over £63m was raised as of November 2005

Shows included
As usual a variety of specially-filmed versions of television shows were made. Popular BBC talent show Comic Relief does Fame Academy was attended by celebrities singing cover versions of songs. Viewers voted for their favourite, with the proceeds going to the cause and the celebrity. Other shows included:

· Absolutely Fabulous
· Little Britain I Want That One
· My Family
· The Vicar of Dibley
· Green Wing
· Spider-Plant Man, a parody of Spider-Man starring Rowan Atkinson.

2005's telethon more than any other severely overran and many pre-filmed segments, including Harry Hill's TV Burp, Smith and Jones, and Lenny Henry as Condoleezza Rice, were cut short halfway through. The uncut versions have never been screened.

McFly released the official single, a double A-side of "All About You/You've Got a Friend" which reached Number 1 in the UK singles chart, and also Number 1 in the Irish singles chart. The cover is predominantly red and features the members of McFly dressed in red, wearing red noses, in honour of Red Nose Day.

   Donation progress
Times approximate and amounts rounded to the nearest million where not stated exactly.

· 7:30pm - £2 million

· 8:30pm - £7 million

· 9:30pm - £18 million

· 10pm - £22 million

· 11:30pm - £31 millon

· 12:45am - £35 millon

· 02:00am - £38 millon

Raised by March 2006: £65m

2007 event
Main article: Red Nose Day 2007

2007's Red Nose Day was held on 16 March 2007. Its tagline is "The Big One" which is also representative of the novelty nose. As well as Sainsbury's - Walkers, Kleenex and Andrex also promoted the charity.

Some of the sketches shown were: The Vicar of Dibley. Also intended to be shown was A Question of Comedy, a comedy quiz utilising the format (and set) of A Question of Sport, and hosted by Jack Dee, with team captains Frank Skinner, Dara Ó Briain, and Mr. Bean and guests including Jade Goody. However, in light of the Celebrity Big Brother racism controversy involving Goody, the pre-recorded segment was scrapped by BBC producers. 

In the lead up to Red Nose Day many different fund raising events occurred:

· Beginning Friday 9 March 2007, the BBC Radio 1 breakfast team staged a tour around the UK entitled The Chris Moyles Rallyoke. The tour involved seven Karaoke nights held in a well known UK location featuring members of the public and well known celebrities and music artists. Most Radio 1 shows report on their progress, and hold competitions to win tickets to be at the final on Red Nose Day, and also to win the contents of a truck donated by various celebrities. As well as raising money at each event, the profit of the phone-in competitions go to Comic Relief making a total of £600,000

· Televised events included a third series of Comic Relief Does Fame Academy, and a celebrity version of The Apprentice entitled Comic Relief Does The Apprentice has also been screened. Also a special hybrid of Top of the Pops and Top Gear titled Top Gear of the Pops was made for Red Nose Day. It featured its presenters Jeremy Clarkson, Richard Hammond and James May singing with Justin Hawkins, as well as Top Gear segments such as The Cool Wall.

· Fund raising merchandise sold during the 2007 campaign included the Big One (Red Nose) itself, 'Walkears' an Andrex Puppy with a red nose, a special Little Britain Live DVD and the official single which was a cover of Aerosmith's 'Walk This Way' sung by Girls Aloud and Sugababes.

· The last episode of the Vicar of Dibley was aired in the show; all the usual actors and actresses were in it. It featured Sting, in which he is taking part with a celebrity and non-entity television show, swapping wives with the vicar's husband Harry.

· The special Little Britain Live featured famous people such as: Dennis Waterman, Chris Moyles, Jonathan Ross, Kate Moss and Russell Brand. Kate Moss played a chav, Russell Brand played a transvestite, and both Chris Moyles and Jonathan Ross were brought on as either small parts, or people who came up to the audience to be embarrassed.

· There were several sketches from Catherine Tate, in which David Tennant became a school teacher, Daniel Craig falling in love with Tate, mouthy teenager Lauren was given work experience at 10 Downing Street, leading to Tony Blair using her catchphrase "Am I bovvered?", and foul-mouthed "Nan" appearing with Noel Edmonds on Deal or No Deal.

· To gain additional money, Peter Ka and Matt Lucas released a cover of The Proclaimers hit, I'm Gonna Be (500 Miles), and released it as a single 'I would roll five hundred miles' (because both were playing wheelchair bound characters from Little Britain and Phoenix Nights. It also featured numerous celebrity guests.

· There was also a live show from The Mighty Boosh.

Donation progress
Times approximate

         7.25pm - £2,256,037

· 8.19pm - £7,430,542 (£2,000,136 raised by TK Maxx selling Red Nose Day t-shirts in store)

· 9.09pm - £15,139,826 (£1,001,219 raised by Walkers WalkEars)

· 9.48pm - £22,148,068 (£7,008,242 raised by Sainsbury`s)

· 9.54pm - £26,820,554

· 11.30pm - £27,420,554 (£600,000 raised by BBC Radio 1)

· 11.31pm - £27,771,803 (£351,249 raised by Müller)

· 11.52pm - £34,269,843

· 12.39am - £34,346,177 (£76,334 from Andrex)

· 03.03am - £40,236,142

· By 16 November 2007, a record-breaking £67,250,099

· 2009 event
Main article: Red Nose Day 2009

The 2009 event took place on Friday 13 March 2009. Fundraisers had three different nose designs to choose from: "this one", "that one" and "the other one" - all with different facial expressions. The Saturdays provided the official single, a cover of 'Just Can't Get Enough'.

A variety of events and promotions took place in the run up to the big day. Comic Relief's Chief Executive announced that the UK's landmarks were going red before the big day. Claudia Winkleman and Steve Jones presented a new Comic Relief show called Let's Dance for Comic Relief. A special limited edition Mr. Men book, Mr. Funny's Red Nose Day, went on sale with £2 from the sale of each book going to Comic Relief. Between 3 February and 23 March 2009, Kimberley Walsh, Cheryl Cole, Gary Barlow, Chris Moyles, and Fearne Cotton raised money by lending their voices to the BT Speaking Clock. Dialling 123 was one of the ways BT hopes to raise more than £300,000, as the company donated 10p for each call received from a BT landline. The Red Nose Climb saw nine celebrities successfully scale the peak of Kilimanjaro at 19,330 feet (5,890 m) to reach the summit of Africa's highest mountain to raise money for Comic Relief. On 27 February 2009, Gary Barlow, Ronan Keating, Chris Moyles,  Ben Shephard, Cheryl Cole, Kimberley Walsh, Denise Van Outen, Fearne Cotton, and Alesha Dixon set off to Tanzania to tackle Mount Kilimanjaro with project manager and guide Jeremy Gane of Charity Challenge. The Climb has already raised in excess of £3.3 million with over £1.8 million coming from the audience of Radio 1 (a record for the station). All nine celebrities reached the summit of Mount Kilimanjaro on Saturday 7 March 2009. Cheryl Cole, Fearne Cotton, Denise Van Outen and Ben Shephard reached the summit first at sunrise.

The following took place during the live broadcast on the night:

· David Tennant and Davina McCall presented the first hour of the main live Comic Relief show.

· There was a special compilation edition of Harry Hill's TV Burp.

· There was a special edition of The Royle Family.

· The cast of Outnumbered recorded something for the night.

· David Tennant and Davina McCall went head to head in a Mastermind special.

· There was special episodes of The Catherine Tate Show and Little Britain USA (with Robbie Williams) for the evening.

· Fearne Cotton, Reggie Yates and Noel Fielding presented a special Top of The Pops for RND 09.

· Comic Relief Does The Apprentice, featuring celebrities like Carol Voderman, Gok Wan, Patsy Palmer and Jonathan Ross attempting to make a non electrical toy for Sir Alan Sugar.

· A special episode of Gavin and Stacey. Based on a theme of Ruth Jones and Rob Brydon's characters 'Nessa and Bryn' having won a local Karaoke competition, they make their way to Las Vegas for a championship where they meet up with Tom Jones, and sing the Bee Gees-written 'Islands in the Stream'. The track was released by Universal Music, and reached Number 1 in the Official UK Top 40.

· A special episode of Two Pints of Lager and a Packet of Crisps, crossing over with Grownups and Coming of Age was scheduled and aired on BBC3.

· A special edition of the The Sarah Jane Adventures featuring Ronnie Corbett.

· A number of sketches based on Dragons' Den set in Victorian times, with Victorian inventions, exaggerated Victorian attitudes towards investing, and all five Dragons playing the part of the Victorian entrepreneurs. Harry Enfield plays the parts of the Victorian Deborah Meaden and Peter Jones, while Paul Whitehouse plays the parts of the Victorian Theo Paphitis, Duncan Bannatyne and Evan Davis the presenter.

· Little Britain met Catherine Tate.

· Armstrong and Miller teamed up for a few sketches with Mitchell and Webb.

This was the first Comic Relief show to feature no input from Rowan Atkinson, and no comedic material from Lenny Henry.

Donation progress
Times approximate

            7:50pm - £3,017,772

· 8:29pm - £13,667,550 (£3,500,889 Raised in T.K. Maxx stores through Red Nose Day T-shirt sales, and fundraising from T.K. Maxx staff)

· 9:34pm - £29,748,187 (£9m raised by Sainsbury's, the largest single donation in Comic Relief history)

· 9:57pm - £32,802,411 (£5m of this will be used to pay for one million mosquito nets)

· 11:25pm - £41,799,343 (£750,000 raised through Wine Relief, and £6m from an anonymous donor. This is also the first of the highest ever totals announced live on the night in the history of Red Nose Day)

· 12:52am - £54,690,437

· 2:08am - £57,809,938 (total raised announced during telethon event beats the 2007 record by £17.5 million, and may well go on to beat its overall record total.)

By 2 April 2009 - £65,699,850
Also, by 12 June 2009 - £78,237,675 had been raised
     Presenters
Times approximate:

	time
	presenters

	19.00-20.40
	David Tennant and Davina McCall 

	20.40-22.00
	Jonathan Ross and Claudia Winkleman

	22.00-22.30
(BBC Two)
	Fearne Cotton, Reggie Yates and Noel Fielding

	22.30-01.00
	Fern Britton and Alan Carr

	01.00-02.00
	Graham Norton

	02.00-03.40
	James Corden and Mathew Horne


  TV ratings
	year
	broadcast
date
	BBC One
total viewing
	BBC One
weekly rank
	BBC Two
total viewing
	BBC Two
programme weekly rank

	1999
	12 March
	6,830,000
	20th
	3,130,000
	13th

	2001
	16 March
	8,510,000
	8th
	N/A
	N/A

	2003
	14 March
	11,740,000
	4th
	6,010,000
	1st

	2005
	11 March
	10,940,000
	4th
	4,720,000
	1st

	2007
	16 March
	9,730,000
	2nd
	6,400,000
	1st

	2009
	13 March
	9,840,000
	1st
	7,090,000
	1st

	Source: BARB


    Merchandise
Various items of merchandise have been sold to promote and raise money for Comic Relief. In 1991, The Totally Stonking, Surprisingly Educational And Utterly Mindboggling Comic Relief Comic was published by Fleetway. Conceived, plotted and edited by Neil Gaiman, Richard Curtis, Grant Morrison and Peter K. Hogan, it featured contributions from a vast array of British comics talent, including Jamie Delano, Garth Ennis, Dave Gibbons, Mark Millar, Simon Bisley, Mark Buckingham, Steve Dillon, D'Israeli, Jamie Hewlett and Bryan Talbot (arguably Britain's most famous comics writer, Alan Moore, was not credited as working on the book having sworn never to work for Fleetway again, but was said to have worked with partner Melinda Gebbie on her pages). The comic was unique in that it featured appearances by characters from across the spectrum of comics publishers, including Marvel and DC superheroes, Beano, Dandy, Eagle and Viz characters, Doctor Who, the Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles, in addition to a cavalcade of British comedy figures (both real and fictional). These were all linked by the twin framing narratives of the Comic Relief night itself, and the tale of "Britain's meanest man" Sir Edmund Blackadder being persuaded to donate money to the event. The comic "sold out in minutes", raising over £40,000 for the charity, and is now a highly prized collectors' item. Comic Relief have also sold Fairtrade Cotton Socks from a number of vendors. This is mainly for their Sport Relief charity.

In 1993, a computer platform game was released called Sleepwalker. The game featured voice overs from Lenny Henry and Harry Enfield, and several other references to Comic Relief and tomatoes; the theme for the 1993 campaign.

In 2007, Walkers complemented the usual merchandise by adding their own take on the red nose promoting red ears instead. The large ears, dubbed 'Walk-ears' are based on a very old joke involving the actual ears of ex-footballer Gary Lineker, who has fronted their ad campaign since the early 1990s. Walkers previously promoted the charity in 2005, making four limited edition unusual crisp flavours.

The 2007 game for Red Nose Day, “Let it Flow”, could be played here: www.RedNoseDay.com/letitflow. This game was developed by worldwide viral marketeers - Matmi - and set in the African wilderness. Mischievous hyenas had messed up the water irrigation system which fed the crops. Using your brain, you had to help re-arrange the pipes to let the water flow to the crops to keep them alive. Once the pipes were arranged, you needed to operate the elephant’s trunk to pump the water through the water pipes.

For the 2007 campaign Andrex, known for their ad campaign fronted by a Labrador puppy, give away toy puppies with red noses.

 The Red Nose
The most prominent symbol of Comic Relief is a rubber/foam "red nose", which is given in various supermarkets in exchange for a donation to the charity. People are encouraged to wear the noses on Red Nose Day to help raise awareness of the charity. The design of the nose has been changed each year, beginning with a fairly plain one, which later grew arms, turned into a tomato and even changed colour. In 2007, the red nose was made of foam; this was to facilitate the "growing" of the nose (by rolling it in the user's hands) to keep in line with that year's tagline, The Big One. See the table below. Larger noses are also available, and are designed to be attached to the fronts of cars, buildings, and, in 2009, a 6 metre diameter inflatable nose was attached to the DFDS Seaways "m.s King of Scandinavia" cruiseferry. However, the nose's material used for buildings was classed as a fire hazard. and was banned from the Comic Relief Does Fame Academy shows.

     Chronology of noses
As of 2009 there have been 14 different Red noses over 12 Comic Relief shows. (Three noses were used for 2009).

	year
	name
	type of nose

	1988
	The Red Nose
	plain red plastic

	1989
	My Nose
	has a face, made with rose scented plastic

	1991
	Hands Nose
	has hands and a face, plastic

	1993
	Tomato Nose
	has a stalk and a face, plastic

	1995
	The Heat Sensitive Nose
	changed either yellow or pink with 'MY NOSE' on

	1997
	Shaggy Nose
	clear plastic shell covered in red fur

	1999
	The Big Red Hooter
	faceless, gold glitter, and when squeezed it 'hoots'

	2001
	Whoopee Nose
	red head with inflated cheeks, when squeezed the tongue inflates

	2003
	Hairy Nose
	with gooey eyes that squeeze out and a tuft of red hairs came with gel for the hair

	2005
	Big Hair & Beyond (Chad)
	has a smiley face and colourful elastic hair came with red and yellow face paint and stickers for the nose

	2007
	The Big One
	faceless, made of foam which makes it more comfortable; comes with Chocpix and stickers to decorate the nose with

	2009
	This One
	In 2009, there were three noses available. Nose 1 (This One) had a big smile with mouth open. Nose 2 (That One) had glasses on, and a smile with the teeth closed. Nose 3 (The Other One) had a shocked look. 

All three came with six stickers depicting each of the noses, the RND 09 logo, and tag-line "Do something funny for money", and a sticker to introduce your nose by name. A small book of nose related jokes was also included.

	
	That One
	

	
	The Other One
	


   Comic Relief charity singles
In April 1986 the first Comic Relief charity single was released. It featured Cliff Richard and the cast of The Young Ones in a rendition of "Living Doll".

Some of the money raised from the sale of each single is donated to Comic Relief. Normally a song is released just before the official Red Nose Day. There have been exceptions, such as "(I want to be) Elected" which was released to coincide with the 1992 UK general election. Before 1995's song, they were all more-or-less comedy records, mostly involving an actual band or singer, and a comedy group. From 1995 on, they have been generally more serious, although the videos still feature comical moments.

2003 saw a return to the format of old. From 2005 onwards, two comic relief songs have been released each red nose day, a song by a mainstream artist, and a comedy song.

	release
date
	title
	artist(s)
	highest chart
position reached

	April 1986
	"Living Doll"
	Cliff Richard and the cast of The Young Ones
	No. 1

	December 1987
	"Rockin' Around the Christmas Tree"
	Mel & Kim (Mel Smith and Kim Wilde)
	No. 3

	February 1989
	"Help!"
	Bananarama & Lanananeeneenoonoo (French and Saunders with Kathy Burke)
	No. 3

	March 1991
	"The Stonk"
	Hale and Pace (backing band includes David Gilmour and Brian May)
	No. 1

	April 1992
	"(I Want to Be) Elected"
	Smear Campaign (Bruce Dickinson, Rowan Atkinson, Angus Deayton)
	No. 9

	February 1993
	"Stick It Out"
	Right Said Fred
	No. 4

	May 1994
	"Absolutely Fabulous"
	Absolutely Fabulous (Pet Shop Boys, Jennifer Saunders, Joanna Lumley)
	No. 6

	March 1995
	"Love Can Build a Bridge"
	Cher, Chrissie Hynde, Neneh Cherry and Eric Clapton
	No. 1

	3 March 1997
	"Mama / Who Do You Think You Are"
	Spice Girls
	No. 1

	March 1999
	"When the

Going Gets Tough, the Tough Get Going"
	Boyzone
	No. 1

	March 2001
	"Uptown Girl"
	Westlife
	No. 1

	March 2003
	"Spirit in the Sky"
	Gareth Gates and the Kumars
	No. 1

	7 March 2005
	"All About You/You've Got a Friend"
	McFly
	No. 1

	14 March 2005
	"Is This the Way to Amarillo" 
	Tony Christie & Peter Kay
	No. 1

	12 March 2007
	"Walk This Way"
	Sugababes vs. Girls Aloud
	No. 1

	19 March 2007
	"I'm Gonna Be (500 Miles)" 
	The Proclaimers & Brian Potter & Andy Pipkin 
	No. 1

	2 March 2009
	"Just Can't Get Enough"
	The Saturdays
	No. 2

	8 March 2009
	"Barry Islands in the Stream"
	Ruth Jones and Rob Brydon, featuring Tom Jones and Robin Gibb 
	No. 1


· Note 1: "Is This the Way to Amarillo", though released expressly with the intent of proceeds going to Comic Relief, was not an official Comic Relief single. The song was originally performed by Peter Kay (lipsynching to Tony Christie's voice) during the evening, and was later released as a single. It was the number one single for seven weeks, and in its first week it outsold the rest of the Top 20 combined.

· Note 2: In 2007, a version of The Proclaimers song "500 Miles" released on 19 March, featured Peter Kay and Matt Lucas as their wheelchair-user characters Brian Potter and Andy Pipkin. Before its official release, the song reached Number 3 based on downloads alone. The single reached Number one on 25 March, knocking official Comic Relief single "Walk This Way" off the top spot.

· Note 3: In 2009, the comedy release will take prominence over the single release by a mainstream recording artist. Gavin and Stacey's Ruth Jones and Rob Brydon have covered "Islands in the Stream" for the event, with this being released on the week of Comic Relief. The Saturdays will release their record a week earlier.

In addition, the first Red Nose Day Schools' song ('Make Someone Happy') was published in 2007. A CD of the song, together with backing tracks and fundraising ideas was sent free of charge to all primary schools in the UK in February by the education music publisher 'Out of the Ark Music'. Schools will be free to use the song in assemblies, singathons, or other fundraising activities. A second Red Nose Day Song has been released for every school in the UK to use free of charge. It can be downloaded from the Red Nose Day 09 website, or watched on YouTube, and a copy is being sent to every primary school in the UK. It has again been published by "Out of the Ark" music, and contains a more upbeat melody than the 2007 song. It was recorded at Hook Studios, Hook, Surrey, by the Out of the Ark Choir, which is completely made up of children. The children in the video wear Stella McCartney's special edition Comic Relief T-Shirts, and has been filmed in black and white so only the red stands out.

    Similar events outside the United Kingdom
    United States
Inspired by the British charity, a United States Comic Relief charity was founded in 1986 by Bob Zmuda.

Comic Relief is an irregularly held event, televised on Home Box Office (HBO), which has raised and distributed nearly $50 million toward providing health care services to homeless men, women, and children throughout the United States. Comedians Robin Williams, Billy Crystal, and Whoopi Goldberg are hosts of the event.

The 1989 HBO Comic Relief show debuted the song, "Mr. President," written by Joe Sterling, Ray Reach and Mike Loveless. The song was sung by Al Jarreau and Natalie Cole.

On 18 November 2006, the event was revived as a fundraiser for those affected by Hurricane Katrina, and was simulcast on TBS. 
Richard Curtis also created the Idol Gives Back special for American Idol, which follows the same basic premise as Comic Relief, with specially filmed shorts, performances and footage of the stars of the show visiting impoverished countries.

   Australia
In 1988, the Red Nose Day concept was adopted by the SIDS and Kids organisation to help raise funds for research into sudden infant death syndrome. Since then, Red Nose Day in Australia is held annually on the last Friday of June. 
An Australian version of Comic Relief, Comic Relief Australia, has also been set up. It plans to divide the money raised between Australian causes (at least 40%) and overseas charities largely in Asia Pacific (at least 40%).
Following a campaign encouraging people to buy articles such as red wristbands, the first telethon-style event was held on 6 November 2005 on the Seven Network. It followed the established format, with comedy interspersed with examples of the sorts of charities to benefit. According to its website, this raised over AUS $800,000. Another telethon was broadcast on 27 November 2006 on Seven Network. The 2006 Comic Relief Show was held under the title '50 Years of Laughs' celebrating 50 years of Television in Australia. It was hosted by Colin Lane, and featured presenters such as Amanda Keller, Mikey Robbins, Ugly Dave Grey and Derryn Hinch interviewing Kylie Mole........

    Germany
The German TV station Pro 7 initiated a similar event in 2003. By selling red noses, money is collected for the charity foundations PowerChild, Deutsche Kinder- und Jugendstiftung (lit., German Child and Youth Foundation), and Comic Relief. The event is called 'Red Nose Day', and took place annually in March or April from 2003 to 2006. However ratings and the collected donations fell way short of expectations in 2006, resulting in no main show being produced in 2007 and 2008.

  Russia
A similar charity campaign, entitled "Red Nose, Kind Heart", was launched in Russia on 1 April 2007. The main goal of the drive, held between 1 April and 19 May 2007 by the Liniya Zhizni (Life Line) foundation, is raising money to help children afflicted with serious diseases (such as heart diseases).

  Finland
In 2002, the Finnish national broadcaster YLE started annual charity event, which initially went under title "Ylen hyvä". In 2007, the event adopted name "Nenäpäivä" (Nose day), and the use of red noses to more closely follow the example of the British event.

The 5th of February 1988 AD, 1st Red Nose day
 Your feedback on this Article

The best ideas always seem obvious after they have been suggested, but it takes a leap of the imagination to come up with them. So it was with Comic Relief, founded in 1985, and with its core happening, Red Nose Day, the first of which took place in 1988.
Legend has it that the idea for the iconic red nose product was generated by one Peter Crossing, grounded in his work with Saatchi and Saatchi. It was demonstrated to the team discussing the way forward by Jane Tewson, co-founder of Comic Relief, using a red felt-tip to paint Crossing’s nose.
In the first year sales of red noses – very hard, very uncomfortable and very shiny that time – amounted to 3.4 million, and more than two decades later the total has risen to more than 50 million. The red nose was such an instant hit that it became hard to get hold of one, outlets like Oxfam selling out as soon as they went on display.
Almost £16 million was raised that year by the telethon and sponsored events linked to it, an incredible boost to charities both in the UK and Africa. The telethon, hosted by Griff Rhys Jones, Lenny Henry and Jonathan Ross, was memorable for Cliff Richard singing with The Young Ones, and a Blackadder special – The Cavalier Years.
The charity has always focussed on providing help that will be of longer term benefit, and of explaining to the public where the money goes and how it is used, another aspect that surely helps continue to extract money from our wallets. The juxtaposition of comic tomfoolery with case studies of deprivation makes the charitable case ever clearer. 
But it was our love of silliness that was the target so cleverly hit in 1988, as it continues to be now, whether it be stars making fools of themselves performing tasks for which they are patently unsuited, or some bloke down the pub sitting in a bath of baked beans for an evening, sponsored by his mates.
Red Nose Day has become a national institution. Hats off to it and pass them round to raise some more money.

More famous dates here

Contributors: Do you have a site related to 1st Red Nose day?
Supply some content for this page and we will gladly add a link to your site. Email here.
This page has been viewed 1666 times since 5th February 2009

Red Nose Day is, quite simply, a day like no other! We take some fantastic fundraising in schools, offices and homes across the land, mix it with the nation’s favourite celebrities getting up to all kinds of mischief, sprinkle a new Red Nose (or three!) across the entire UK and add a cracking night of comedy on BBC One to make Red Nose Day the phenomenon it is. 

All this funny business unites the nation in trying to make a difference to the lives of thousands of people – and the best thing is - it works! Just click play to see for yourselves... 

This year, to be part of Red Nose Day 2009, you just need to Do Something Funny for Money!

What's Happening Now?
· The BT Red Nose Climb – find out how all the celebrities are gearing up to do Summit Funny for Money!
· Go backstage for daily gossip and behind the scenes exclusives.
· Be the first to hear all our news as it happens.
Do something funny for money
Raising cash has never been more fun! We’ve got tons of top fundraising ideas, tips and tools to help you every step of the way. Get ideas right here!

Access all areas
Be the first to hear what’s happening and access all areas of this site - including the exclusive backstage area and our fundraiser’s forum. Just set up an online account and we’ll take care of the rest! 
Join the comic relief club
Brilliantly raise £100 or more this Red Nose Day, pay it in online, and we’ll invite you to join our very special Comic Relief Club!

Comedian, actor, "Comic Relief" campaigner
Naming him one of the 50 funniest people in Britain in 2003, the Observer newspaper described Lenny Henry as "a comic genius with a highly effective social conscience." Henry is one of the most successful British comedians of the "alternative comedy" generation that emerged in the 1980s, enjoying a 30-year career that spans stand-up live performances, TV comedy shows, TV drama, voiceovers, and movies. Henry became famous for his gentle and affectionate mockery of the Jamaican community in which he grew up, but he has also been a savage critic of jokes that exploit minority groups out of bigotry or ignorance. He had a brief and unsuccessful flirtation with Hollywood in the 1990s, but has since returned to the "character comedy" for which he is best known. In 1999 he was awarded a CBE (meaning Commander of the British Empire, an honor bestowed by the royalty of England), in part for his years of campaign work with the charity Comic Relief.

Lenny Henry was born on August 29, 1958, and grew up in Dudley, a suburb of Birmingham, England. His family was from Jamaica and moved to Birmingham in the 1950s. He attended Bluecoat Secondary Modern School, W.R. Tewson School, and Preston College, but in 1975, aged just 17, his show business career took off when he was a repeat winner on the weekly TV talent show, New Faces. His act consisted of impersonating white TV celebrities, and for the next few years he performed in pubs and local clubs around Britain. He also went on tour with the Black and White Minstrels' Show—a variety show featuring white performers with blacked-up faces—and endured many jokes based on his color. On his official Web site he explains: "I think by '79—I'd had enough. The jokes were boring—'And now the only one of 'em who doesn't need make up' …It hurts thinking about it now."

Between 1978 and 1980 he performed on the chaotic British Saturday morning children's TV show Tiswas, where he was allowed to improvise and where he invented characters such as Delbert Wilkins, an inept pirate radio DJ from the West Indian London suburb of Brixton, who would later become part of his adult stand-up act. For the next few years he performed in the "summer season" variety shows at English seaside resorts, but continued with Tiswas and began to tour colleges and universities in the United Kingdom. Henry notes that performing for students had a liberating effect because it allowed him to swear in front of an audience.

In 1980 he became involved with The Comic Strip, a group of comedy performers from the London "Comedy Store," best known for their anti-establishment sentiment and (for the time) shocking comedy shows produced as The Comic Strip Presents … It was through The Comic Strip that he met Dawn French (later known as the Vicar of Dibley), whom he married in 1984, and who steered him towards "alternative" comedy, a style of comedy that was radically different from the "summer season" shows in which he began his career. In 1981 he teamed up with Tracy Ullman and David Copperfield in the sketch show Three of a Kind, which ran on BBC TV for three years. He left to perform in his own TV show, The Lenny Henry Show, featuring Delbert Wilkins. Other characters appearing on the show included Theophilis P. Wildebeest, a parody of black R&B singers in the style of Barry White, and Trevor McDoughnut, based on the black British news anchor, Trevor MacDonald. The Lenny Henry Show ran for a decade and was revived as Lenny Henry in Pieces in 1999.
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Henry became a well-known British TV personality during the 1980s. His humor was gentler than other "alternative comedy" performers and his TV show aired in prime time. But Henry retained his pioneering edge and in 1989 he became the first British comedy performer to make a live stand-up movie, Lenny Live and Unleashed. Offers from Hollywood followed and in 1991 he made True Identity, which was supposed to be the first of three movies for Disney. Unfortunately the film failed and the remainder of the contract was canceled. In 2004 he returned to the big screen as a shrunken head in Harry Potter and the Prisoner of Azkaban.

Besides his work as a performer Henry is also a founder, frontman, and an important creative force behind the charity Comic Relief, which raises money to fund education, immunization, rebuilding, and community work in the United Kingdom and around the world. Launched at Christmas in 1985 from a refugee camp in Sudan, Comic Relief runs a fundraising effort every two years in the United Kingdom culminating in "Red Nose Day," a day when Britons are encouraged to do silly things to raise money. The centerpiece of the campaign is a mammoth telethon that contrasts comedy routines with documentaries about the various causes. Between 1985 and 2003 the charity raised £337 million; "Red Nose Day" is the United Kingdom's biggest charitable event.

In the 1990s Henry's production company, Crucial Films, involved him in many new projects including a workshop for new writers and performers called Step Forward. He also began to garner a reputation as a television actor. His performance in Alive and Kicking alongside Robbie Coltrane won several awards, while his situation comedy Chef! ran for three seasons. In 1999 he appeared as school head teacher Ian George in Hope and Glory, a TV drama that reflected current fears about the British state school system and brought him personal critical acclaim, though the series itself was not highly rated. In 2001 Henry himself returned to education when he began studying for a degree in English literature part-time at the Open University. Henry has credits as writer, actor, director, and producer of many TV shows, has performed voiceovers for cartoons and documentaries, and continues to tour with his one-man show. In 1999 he was rewarded for his contribution to entertainment and for his work with Comic Relief when he was honored as a Commander of the Order of the British Empire (CBE).

Films
Lenny Live and Unleashed, 1989.

True Identity, 1991.

Harry Potter and the Prisoner of Azkhaban, 2004.

Television
The Lenny Henry Show, 1984-93.

Alive and Kicking, 1991.

Chef!, 1993-4, 1996.

Hope and Glory, 1999-2000.

Lenny Henry in Pieces, 1999.

At a Glance …
Born Lenworth George Henry on August 29, 1958, in Dudley, near Birmingham, England; married Dawn French, 1984; children: adopted daughter Billie.

Career: Comedian, England, performed in pubs and clubs as well as with the Black and White Minstrels, 1970s; television and film actor, 1980s–; The Comic Strip, comedian group, 1980–; Comic Relief, founder, 1985–; Crucial Films, independent film production company, founder, 1980s.

Awards: New Faces talent show, winner, 1975; Monte Carlo Television Festival, Monaco Red Cross and the Golden Nymph Award, 1991, for Alive and Kicking; Royal Television Society Silver Award; BBC British Personality of the Year Award, 1993; Edric Connor Inspiration to Black People Award; Commander of the Order of the British Empire (CBE), 1999; BFM Awards, Winner of the Inspiration Award, 2002; Black Entertainment Comedy Awards, Winner of Lifetime Achievement Award, 2003; British Comedy Awards, Winner of Lifetime Achievement Award, 2003.

Addresses: Agent—PBJ Management, 7 Soho Street, London W1D 3DQ, England; Web—www.lennyhenry.com.

Sources
Books
Margolis, Jonathan, Lenny Henry: A Biography, Orion Press, 1995.

Periodicals
Essence, August 1991.

The Independent (UK), March 2002.

The Observer (UK), December 7, 2003.

On-line
Comic Relief, www.comicrelief.com/allaboutus/index.shtml (accessed April 11, 2005).

"Lenny Henry," 100 Great Black Britons, www.100greatblackbritons.com/bios/lenny_henry.html (accessed April 11, 2005).

"Lenny Henry," The Black Presence in Britain, www.blackpresence.co.uk/pages/entertainment/henry.htm (accessed April 11, 2005).

Lenny Henry, www.lennyhenry.com/home/index.asp?pID=0 (accessed April 11, 2005).

—Chris Routledge
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                     George Henry 
   Lenworth George Henry CBE (born 29 August 1958) is an English actor, writer, comedian and occasional television presenter.
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Early life
Henry, the son of Jamaican immigrants, was born at Burton Road Hospital in Dudley in 1958. He has 6 other siblings. He was a pupil at St John's Primary School and later The Blue Coat School in Dudley, before completing his education at W.R. Tuson College (now Preston College). 
It was during his time at The Blue Coat School that Lenny discovered he had a passion for ancient history and today has amassed one of the World's largest privately held collections of Bronze Age flint arrowheads and rudimentary hand-tools. 
Career
Henry's first manager was Robert Luff, who signed him in 1975 and gave him the opportunity to perform as part of the Luff-produced touring stage version of The Black and White Minstrel Show His earliest television appearance was on the New Faces talent show in 1976 where he repeatedly won. The following year he appeared in LWT's sitcom The Fosters alongside Norman Beaton, Britain's first comedy series with predominantly black performers. His formative years were in working men's clubs where his act — a young black man impersonating white characters such as the Some Mothers Do 'Ave 'Em character Frank Spencer (whom he impersonated on New Faces).

He co-hosted the children's programme Tiswas from 1978 until 1981, and subsequently performed and wrote for the show Three of a Kind, with comedians Tracey Ullman and David Copperfield. Around this time, he met his wife, Dawn French, who encouraged him to move over to the fledgling alternative comedy scene, where he established a career as a stand-up comedy performer and character comedian. He introduced characters who both mocked and celebrated black British culture, such as Theophilus P. Wildebeeste (a Barry White-a-like), Brixton pirate radio disc jockey DJ Delbert Wilkins and Trevor MacDoughnut (a parody of Trevor McDonald). His stand-up material, which sold well on LP, owed much to the writing abilities of Kim Fuller. During this time he also spent three years as a DJ on BBC Radio 1, playing soul and electro tracks and introducing some of the characters that he would later popularise on television.

Henry appeared in the final episode of The Young Ones as The Postman, in 1984.

Henry's television work started principally with his own self-titled show, which has appeared in variant forms. A principal scriptwriter for his television and stage shows during the 1990s was Jon Canter. 
In 1987, he appeared in a TV film Coast to Coast. It was a comedy thriller with John Shea about two DJ's with a shared passion for Motown music being chased across Britain. The film has a strong following, but contractual problems have prevented it from being distributed on video or DVD.

In the early 1990s, Henry went to Hollywood to star in the film True Identity, in which his character spent most of the film pretending to be a white person (using make-up, prostheses, and a wig) in order to avoid the mob. The film was not commercially successful.

In 1991, he starred in a BBC drama alongside Robbie Coltrane called Alive and Kicking, in which he played a heroin addict, which was based on a true story.

Henry is known as the choleric chef Gareth Blackstock from the 1990s television comedy series Chef!, or from his 1999 straight-acting lead role in the BBC drama Hope And Glory. He was co-creator and producer of the 1996 BBC drama serial Neverwhere.

Henry tried his hand at soul singing, appearing, for example, as a back-up singer on Kate Bush's album The Red Shoes (1993) and, backed by David Gilmour of Pink Floyd, at Amnesty International's Big 3-0 fund raising concert. He would later say that neither move showed him at his best, and that he felt most comfortable with character comedy. Henry would occasionally return to singing, performing in small local venues in the West Midlands. Henry returned to the BBC to do Lenny Henry in Pieces, a character-based comedy sketch show which was followed by The Lenny Henry Show, in which he combined stand-up, character sketches and song parodies.

In 2003, Henry was listed in The Observer as one of the fifty funniest acts in British comedy.

In 2004, he was listed in The Sunday Times as the fifteenth funniest black performer of all time. Henry is associated with the British Comic Relief'charity organisation, along with his wife, well-known comedienne Dawn French, and Griff Rhys Jones, and has hosted the show and also presented filmed reports from overseas on the work of the charity. He was the voice of the British speaking clock for two weeks, 10-23 March 2003, in aid of Comic Relief.

He was the voice of the "shrunken head" on the Knight Bus in the 2004 movie Harry Potter and the Prisoner of Azkaban, and read the audio book version of Neil Gaiman's Anansi Boys. He also voices a character on the children's show Little Robots, and both voices on Big and Small both broadcast on CBeebies.

Henry appeared in advertisements for butter products in New Zealand, commissioned by the company now known as Fonterra, as well as portraying Saint Peter in the Virgin Mobile advertising campaign in South Africa. In the UK, he used his character of Theophilus P. Wildebeeste to advertise Alpen muesli, and promoted the non-alcoholic lager, Kaliber.

In June 2001, for a BBC documentary, he sailed a trimaran from Plymouth to Antigua Jamaica with yachtsman Tony Bullimore. His motive was to as he put it, "have one last adventure".

In 2005, he appeared in Birmingham, as an act for "Jasper Carrott's Rock with Laughter". He appeared alongside performers such as Bill Bailey, Jasper Carrott, Bonnie Tyler, Bobby Davro and the Lord of the Dance troupe.

In 2006 Henry starred in the BBC programme Berry's Way. He did the voice of Dark Nebula in Kirby: Squeak Squad. On 16 March 2007, Henry made a cameo appearance as himself in a sketch with Catherine Tate, who appeared in the guise of her character Geordie Georgie from The Catherine Tate Show. The sketch was made for the BBC Red Nose Day fund raising programme of 2007.

On 16 June 2007, Lenny appeared with Chris Tarrant and Sally James to present a 25th Anniversary episode of Tiswas. The show lasted 90 minutes and featured celebrities discussing their enjoyment of Tiswas as children, as well as appearances from kids and people who had appeared on the original show.

In the summer of 2007 he presented Lenny's Britain, a comedy documentary tour made with the Open University on BBC1 on Tuesday nights.

In late 2007, he hosted a stand-up comedy tour of the UK.

In early 2008, his show lennyhenry.tv was broadcast on BBC One. The programme has an accompanying website of the same name and broadcasts strange, weird and generally amusing on-line videos and CCTV clips. He starred in the Radio 4 show Rudy's Rare Records.

On 31 December 2008/1 January 2009 he appeared on Jools Holland's Hootenanny on BBC Two, singing part of the song Mercy along with singer Duffy.
In January 2009, he appeared on the BBC's comedy show, Live at The Apollo, in which he played host for the night, introducing Andy Parsons and Ed Byrne, where he referred to Wikipedia as "Wrongopedia".

Shakespeare
In February 2009 Henry appeared in the Northern Broadsides production of Othello, in the title role, at the West Yorkshire Playhouse in Leeds. Directed by Barrie Rutter, who, before the production opened, said of the decision to cast him, "knives might be out at me or at Lenny. I don't care. This has come about from a completely genuine desire to do a piece of theatrical work. Bloody hell, how long has the Donmar had Hollywood stars going there for £200? He's six foot five. He's beautifully black. And he's Othello".

Henry received widespread critical acclaim in the role. The Daily Telegraph said "This is one of the most astonishing debuts in Shakespeare I have ever seen. It is impossible to praise too highly Henry's courage in taking on so demanding and exposed a role, and then performing it with such authority and feeling." Michael Billington in The Guardian noted "Henry's voice may not always measure up to the rhetorical music of the verse, but there is a simple dignity to his performance that touches one".  Lynne Walker of The Independent said of Henry that his "emotional dynamism is in no doubt. The frenzy within his imagination explodes into rage and, finally, wretchedness. It’s not a subtle reading but it works powerfully in this context." 
Henry has said he saw parallels between himself and Othello. "I’m used to being the only black person wherever I go...There was never a black or Asian director when I went to the BBC. Eventually I thought ‘where are they all?’ I spent a lot of time on my own. Things have changed a bit, but rarely at the BBC do I meet anyone of colour in a position of power." 
The production will be transferring to the West End of London from 11 September to 12 December, where it will be performed in the Trafalgar Studios in Whitehall. 
He was introduced to Shakespeare when he made the 2006 Radio 4 series Lenny and Will. Which saw him going "in search of the magic of Shakespeare in performance." This was where he first met Barrie Rutter. 
Personal life
Henry met his wife Dawn French on the alternative comedy circuit. The couple married in 1984 in Westminster, London; they have an adopted daughter, Billie b.1991.

Henry graduated in English Literature, (BA Hons), with the Open University in 2007. 
Henry is currently studying for an MA at Royal Holloway, University of London in screenwriting for television and film. 
Richard Curtis
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Richard Curtis in London, 1999.

	Born
	Richard Whalley Anthony Curtis
November 8, 1956 (1956-11-08) (age 52)
Wellington, New Zealand

	Occupation
	Writer, Television producer, Film producer, Actor, Film director, Music producer, Composer

	Spouse(s)
	Emma Freud (partner)


Richard Whalley Anthony Curtis, CBE (born 8 November 1956) is a BAFTA, Primetime Emmy winning and Oscar nominated English screenwriter, music producer, actor and film director, known primarily for romantic comedy films such as Four Weddings and a Funeral, Bridget Jones's Diary, Notting Hill, The Boat That Rocked and Love Actually, as well as the hit sitcoms Blackadder, Mr. Bean and The Vicar of Dibley. He is also the founder of the British charity Comic Relief.
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Biography
Early life
Curtis was born in Wellington, New Zealand, the son of Glyness S. and Anthony J. Curtis, who was an executive at Unilever. Curtis and his family lived in several different countries during his childhood, including Sweden and the Philippines. Part of the family still lives in Sydney, Australia. Curtis has lived in England since he was 11. He began school at Papplewick School, Ascot (as did his younger brother; Jamie), before he won a scholarship to Harrow, where he was head of school. He achieved a first-class degree in English Language and Literature at Christ Church, Oxford, and it was at Oxford that he met, and began working with, Rowan Atkinson.

Early writing career
Curtis was the co-writer with Philip Pope of the Hee Bee Gee Bees' single "Meaningless Songs (In Very High Voices)" released in 1980 to parody the style of a series of Bee Gees disco hits. He then began to write comedy for film and TV. He was a regular writer on the TV series Not the Nine O'Clock News, where he wrote many of the show's songs with Howard Goodall and many sketches, often with Rowan Atkinson. First with Atkinson, and later with Ben Elton, Curtis then wrote the Blackadder series from 1983 to 1989, each season focusing upon a different era in British history. Atkinson played the lead throughout, but Curtis remains the only person to have been a writer for every episode of Blackadder. The pair continued their collaboration with the comedy series Mr. Bean. which ran from 1990-1995.

In 1994, Curtis created and co-wrote The Vicar of Dibley for comedian Dawn French, which was a great success. In the 2004 survey Britain's Best Sitcom, The Vicar of Dibley was voted the third best sitcom in British history and Blackadder the second, making Curtis the only screenwriter to have created two shows within the poll's top ten programmes.

Around this time, Curtis began writing films. One of his first successes was The Tall Guy in 1989, starring Jeff Goldblum, Emma Thompson and Rowan Atkinson: a romantic comedy which set the scene for Four Weddings, and produced by Working Title films. The TV movie Bernard and the Genie followed in 1991.

Film career
By this point, Curtis had already achieved his breakthrough success with the romantic comedy Four Weddings and a Funeral. The 1994 film, starring Hugh Grant and Andie MacDowell, was produced on a limited budget by the British production company Working Title Films. Four Weddings and a Funeral proved to be a colossal hit, the biggest grossing British film in history at that time. It made an international star of Grant, and Curtis' Oscar nomination for the script catapulted him to prominence. In addition, the film was nominated for Best Picture.

Curtis' next film was also for Working Title, which has remained his artistic home ever since. 1999's Notting Hill, starring Hugh Grant and Julia Roberts, broke the record set by Four Weddings and a Funeral to become the top-grossing British film of all time. The story of a lonely travel bookstore owner who falls in love with the world's most famous movie star was directed by Roger Michell.

Curtis' next film for Working Title was not an original script. Instead, he was heavily involved with the adaptation of Bridget Jones's Diary from novel to film. Curtis knew the novel's writer Helen Fielding. Indeed, he has credited her with saying that his original script for Four Weddings and a Funeral was too upbeat and needed the addition of a funeral. He is credited on Bridget Jones's Diary as co-writer.

Two years later Curtis re-teamed with Working Title to write and direct Love Actually. Curtis has said in interviews that his favorite film is Robert Altman's Nashville and the sprawling, multi-character structure of Love Actually certainly seems to owe something to Altman. The film featured a who's who of British actors, including Hugh Grant, Colin Firth, Bill Nighy, Emma Thompson, Liam Neeson, Alan Rickman and Keira Knightley, in a loosely connected series of stories about people in and out of love in London in the weeks leading up to Christmas.

The Girl in the Café was produced by the BBC and HBO as part of the Make Poverty History campaign's Live 8 efforts in 2005. The film stars Bill Nighy as a civil servant and Kelly Macdonald as a young woman with whom he falls in love while at a G8 summit in Iceland. Macdonald's character pushes him to ask whether the developed countries of the world cannot do more to help the most impoverished. The film was timed to air just before the Gleneagles G8 summit in 2005. The film received three Emmy Awards in 2006 including Outstanding Made for Television Movie, Outstanding Supporting Actress in a Miniseries or a Movie for Kelly Macdonald, and an Outstanding Writing for a Miniseries, Movie, or Dramatic Special trophy for Curtis himself.

In May 2007 he received the Fellowship award at the BAFTA Television awards. The award was given in recognition of his successful film career and his charity efforts. 
Curtis cowrote with Anthony Minghella an adaptation of Alexander McCall Smith's novel, The No. 1 Ladies' Detective Agency which Minghella shot in the summer of 2007 in Botswana. It premiered on the BBC on March 23, 2008, just days after Minghella's death. It is already available on DVD in the UK, but is not expected to air in the US until 2009, on HBO.

He has completed his second film as writer/director, The Boat That Rocked, about the DJs on a pirate radio station run from a boat in the North Sea. The action is set in the late 1960s, a period during which the BBC broadcast just two hours of pop music each week. The film stars Philip Seymour Hoffman, Bill Nighy, Nick Frost, Rhys Ifans, Gemma Arterton and Kenneth Branagh.

Campaigning
Curtis was a founder of both Comic Relief and Make Poverty History. He organised the Live 8 concerts with Bob Geldof to publicise poverty, particularly in Africa, and pressure G8 leaders to adopt his proposals for ending it.

He talked the producer of American Idol into doing a show whereby celebrities journey into Africa and experience the level of poverty for themselves. The show was called American Idol: Idol Gives Back.

Personal life
Curtis lives in Notting Hill and has a country house in Walberswick, Suffolk - the same village in which former BBC1 controller Peter Fincham has a weekend retreat - with script editor and broadcaster Emma Freud, with whom he has three children, all born in Westminster, London: Scarlett, Jake, Spike. The plot of Four Weddings was based loosely on his relationship with Emma Freud - they kept meeting at other peoples' weddings, before agreeing to live together unmarried. Scarlett, his eldest daughter currently attends St. Pauls Girls' School in Hammersmith.

                     Заключение.

  А вот и последние строчки нашего проекта. Теперь Вы знаете не только про Кристмас, Халлоуин, Новый год, но и про День Красного Носа! Мы надеемся, что из нашей работы вы почерпнули новую и интересную информацию, которая приумножит ваши знания об Англии.

                         Приложение.
  Здесь вы можете увидеть картинки, связанные с Днем Красного Носа.
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Red Nose
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On these pictures you can see how people to celebrate Red  Nose Day
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      День Красного Носа в России.
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   А вот и стихотворение, посвященное этому дню!
          Be Glad Your Nose is on Your Face
           Be glad your nose is on your face,

          not pasted on some other place, for if it

          were where it is not, you might dislike

           your nose a lot.

           Imagine if your precious nose were

          sandwiched in between your toes,

          that clearly would not be a treat,

          for  you’d be forced to smell your feet.

          Your nose would be a source of dread

          were it attached atop your head,

          it soon would drive you to despair,

          forever tickled by your hair.

          Within your ear, your nose would be

          an absolute catastrophe, for when you

         were obliged to sneeze, your drain

          would rattle from the breeze.

         Your nose, instead, through thick and

         thin, remains between your eyes and

         chin, not pasted on some other place-

         be glad your nose is on your face!

                        Про нос

  Будем рады, что твой нос

  В другом месте не прирос.

  Если б было это так,

  Это было б не пустяк.

  Представь-ка, если бы твой нос

  Вдруг к ногам твоим прирос.

  Это было б неприятно-

  Приходилось б нюхать пятки.

  Если б нос твой был бы в ухе,

  Как тебе бы было трудно:

  Захотел бы ты чихнуть,

  Прыгал мозг бы просто жуть!

  Слава Богу, что твой нос

  В другом месте не прирос,

  А находится он там,

  Где и нужно быть носам!

  Между лбом и подбородком-

  Очень ценная находка!
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