Tourist  routes  of the Urals
           Ekaterinburg is my native town. I was born in it and have always lived here. Ekaterinburg is not an old city, but it has got an interesting history. It is the capital of the Urals – one of the biggest and the most important and beautiful parts of our country. 

          The Ural Mountains are a magnificent museum of geology created by nature: almost all the elements from Mendeleev’s classification table can be found there. Iron ore is looked upon as the principal treasure of this “museum”, leaving behind platinum and gold. The Sverdlovsk region occupies a prominent place on the industrial map of the country. The economic potential of the Middle Urals is very high: there are 740 industrial enterprises and 350 construction organizations here.

But the Urals is famous not only for its industry. There are many beautiful places in our region: more than 15% of all Russia’s forests, clean rivers, 30 thousand lakes, rocks and mountains.

          The aim of our project is to learn information about the most interesting and  significant places of Ekaterinburg and popular tourist routes in the Urals, and also to find out if young people are interested in history of our city and region. Do they know our Motherland? Do they like travelling? Would they like to get more information at school?

          To achieve this aim we have learnt a great amount of information from Internet, books and periodicals and held the investigation – we asked our schoolmates some questions connected with the topic.

QUESTIONNAIRЕ  (120 pupils from 8 – 11 forms were asked)
I. What interesting places of Yekaterinburg do you know?

II. If your friend comes to your native town, what interesting places would you like to show him/her first of all (not more than 3)?

III. What do you think are the most interesting and significant sights in the Urals?

IV. How have you learnt about these sights?

1 – newspapers, magazines

2 –  TV

3 – Internet 

4 – radio 

5 – friends, classmates

6 – teachers 

7 – parents 

8 – others 

V. Would you like to learn more information about you native town and region at school?

1 – Yes

2 – No 

3 – Don’t know

         According to the results of the questionnaire,

the most wide-known interesting places of Ekaterinburg are:

Circus

Opera House

Vaynera street – Ekaterinburg “Arbat”

Museum of Fine Arts

The Concert Hall “Kosmos”

Church on the Blood

Voznesenskaya Hill

Museum of P.Bazhov

Drama Theater

Variety Theater

The Theater of Young Spectator

The most popular places young people would like to show to their guests are :

Circus

Opera House

Vaynera street – Ekaterinburg “Arbat”

The most famous and loved by our schoolmates sights in the Urals are:

Verkhoturye. Trinity Cathedral

Nevyansk. Leaning Tower

Kungur. The Ice Cave

Ganina Yama

Deers’ Streams
Chyortovo Gorodishe

Also we can say that there are few informative and educational programs about our native town and region, and many pupils would like to get information at school.

How have you learnt about interesting places of Ekaterinburg and the Urals?
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    1 – newspapers, magazines           

    2 – TV-programmes                      

    3 – Internet                                     

    4 – radio                                           

    5 – friends, classmates

    6 – teachers

    7 – parents  

    8 – others (books, video)

Would you like to learn more information about your native town and region at school?
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                 86% - Yes

                   8% - No

             6% - Don’t  know

Places to visit in Ekaterinburg
Ekaterinburg today is a beautiful city. The present day Ekaterinburg is rich in sights - architectural monuments of Russian classicism of the 18-19th centuries including the estate of Rastorguev - Kharitonov; the house of the mining chief: the Mining Board; the Church of Alexander Nevsky, the Church of the of the Ascension and others; the Geological Museum which features a unique collection of minerals; the Fine Arts Museum which, along with a fine collection of paintings by Russian and foreign artists, displays Kasly castings; as also several museums dedicated to writers such as Mamin - Sihiriak and Bazhov. There is also an Opera House, a Musical Comedy theater, Childrens and Puppet theater, as well as a Philarmonic auditorium. Ekaterinburg offers also a wide range of museums, theatres, discos, clubs and restaurants for you to enjoy. People is the top value of Ekaterinburg. In compare with such big cities as Moscow and St. Petersburg, Ekaterinburg may be considered provincial in some ways. That influents to people, they are more traditional, more open, more friendly. Probably the main tourist attraction though is the spot where the Romanov dynasty met its final gruesome end! This is beside Voznasensky prospect, 500 metres North of Prospect Lenina. At present a church (Church on the Blood) is being constructed to mark the site. The city has a unique appearance. It seems that history itself is embodied in its streets and avenues, architectural ensembles and sights. More than 600 monuments of history and culture are located in the city, and 43 of them are considered to be top national monuments because of their special significance.

The heart of Ekaterinburg is its dam (Plotinka), that permitted the initial development of the city's industrial base. The dam was erected in 1723 and survived later two reconstructions. At present it is an impressive industrial monument of the 18th century. Unfortunately, very few buildings of the old factory area have been preserved. Now only a few buildings remained: the Museum of History of Architecture of the Urals, and the Nature Museum, both are located in the so-called Historical Public Garden. Situated here is also the oldest building of Ekaterinburg which dated from 1764 and that was recently reconstructed. At present this is the Fine Arts Museum. Ekaterinburg of the 18th century was a town made of wood. However, the first stone buildings also appeared here during this period. At most these were administrative buildings, for example the Main Board of the mining factories, where the Urals Conservatoire is located now.

In the late 18th and the early 19th centuries a new architectural style (classicism) influenced Ekaterinburg landscapes. The palace on Voznesenskaya Hill, with its luxurious park, is the most famous example of this style. Many churches and chapels made the city's panorama very beautiful and picturesque. In the beginning of the 20th century there were about 50 churches, and of this number only 6 still remain today. There are quite a few buildings in the constructivist style in the city. Typical of this style are such examples as the Main Post Office, the "Uralski Rabochi" printing house, the film studio, the famous White Tower, the "Dynamo" stadium, etc.

The bird-eye view of Yekaterinburg reveals contrasts in its architecture. One-storeyed houses of old Ekaterinburg stand next to the modern multi-storeyed buildings. The Historical Square shows the city's cradle - there it started - with an old time-honored dam, the mint and the mechanical works. Now there you can see the Fine Arts museum where "the Ural wonder", the unique Kasli pavilion is.
And today Ekaterinburg is a cultural centre - it unites cinemas, theatres, museums, libraries, sports and recreation facilities and stadiums and etc.
Ekaterinburg is the cultural centre of the Urals. One cannot imagine cultural life without theatre. Though some people can say that theatre has lost a great deal of its attraction, it's not true. There is a big choice of theatres and plays so that different tastes can be catered for. There are 5 state theatres: Opera House, Musical Comedy Theatre, Drama Theatre, the Theatre for Young Spectators and Puppet Theatre, staging both classical and modern plays. In the last few years a number of new theatres has appeared, each with its own style and character: Maliy Drama "Teatron", "Volhonka", the Theatre of Russian Romance, Training Theatre, Variety Theatre and others. Every year the nation's leading companies come on tour to the theatres of the Urals and give spectators an opportunity to see their favourite actors and plays.
Music plays an important role in cultural life of the Urals. There is a philharmonic society where those who enjoy classical music can admire wonderful concerts and listen to their favourite orchestras and singers. There are also regular performances for lovers of pop- and rock-music extremely popular among young people at the Youth palace and the concert hall "Kosmos". Sports fans can visit Sports Palace and other sports complexes and enjoy their favourite teams playing.
Young Urals inhabitants can have a good time at a number of clubs and entertaining centres such as "Carabas", "Eldorado", "Kilimandzharo", "Vodolei", "Planet Malakhit" and others.
The inhabitants of the Urals honour the literary heritage of the writers whose life and creative work was closely connected with our region: Reshetnikov, Bazhov, Mamin-Sibiryak. In the Museum of the Ural Writers in Ekaterinburg you can see the writers' photographs, documents, and learn about the most significant episodes of their lives. Pavel Bazhov is a unique and outstanding writer, he invented a new literary form - a genre of folklore of working people. In his Ural Tales he revealed the characters using rich language and vivid imagery. To pay tribute to his valuable contribution to literature two museums of P. Bazhov were arranged: one - in Ekaterinburg and the other in Syssert.
The art and local crafts of the Middle Urals present a great interest to the native inhabitants of the region and to the foreign guests of our country. A visit to the Arts Museum, to the Museum of Regional Studies and to the House of Folklore will give you a first-hand acquaintance with the collections of decorative and applied arts. In the Museums of Architecture and people's art in the village of Nizhnyaya Sinyachikha (160 km away from Ekaterinburg) you'll be able to see immensely valuable ethnographical and archeological collections. A trip to the city of Nizhny Tagil will give you an opportunity to see the exposition of the Museum of Tagil Artists (1 7-19th centuries). In Nevyansk you can see collections of local crafts at the Museum of Regional Studies. It's also worth to mention the Museum of Wooden Architecture in Hohlovka village (30 km away from Perm).
You can visit all these and many other unique specialized museums, exhibitions and expositions situated in Ekaterinburg and also in the towns, settlements and villages of the Urals if you apply to Ekaterinburg Teacher's House. They can offer you various historical-cultural and educational trips in the Urals.
It is very important to study and to preserve monuments of art culture, to keep the great world of the beautiful which makes people's lives rich and delightful. Visitors to Ekaterinburg are always warmly welcomed by citizens and can visit a lot of places of interest, such as the Museum of Regional Ethnography, the Geological Museum, the Opera House, the Drama Theatre, the Circus etc.
Our favourite routes
Verkhoturye is town in Sverdlovsk region, Russia, located on the left bank of the Tura River some 306 km north of Yekaterinburg. Verkhoturye was founded in 1598 and granted town status in 1947. Being the oldest Russian settlement east of the Urals, Verkhoturye is considered one of the centres of Russian Christianity. Famous Churches include the Trinity Church (1703—1712), Nickolai Monastery (established in 1604) with Krestovozdvizhensky Cathedral (1905—1913) and Transfiguration Church (1821). In addition, the town houses the oldest female monastery beyond
Looking out over the town of Verkhoturye, visitors are often caught staring aimlessly over the beauty of the rolling green hills, enjoying the soft whisper of the breeze and absorbing the quaintness of the wooden houses belonging to local residents. Verkhoturye is considered a holy place, and the peace and tranquility that is experienced here comes from the spirituality of this unique religious destination in Russia. As such, the attractions in Verkhoturye include mainly churches, monasteries and cathedrals.
Verkhoturye is approximately three hundred kilometers away from Ekaterinburg, in the South Ural of Russia. It was founded in the year 1598 and has a present population of almost 7 600 residents. As one of the oldest towns, and the first in the Urals, the town of Verkhoturye was once known as the 'Gate into Siberia'. Established as a junction between Siberia and Central Russia it became a flourishing trade center, bustling with residents and travelers. This of course led to the construction of religious structures and soon the town was home to what was referred to as the Urals' Orthodox shrine.
Nevyansk

During the Soviet times, Nevyansk was a closed city, which prevented archaeologists from properly studying the tower. They have lifted the veil of secrecy only in the early 2000s.

Historians are still debating about the exact purpose of the Nevyansk Tower. Some say that Demidov used it as a "bank safe", others believe it was either a watchtower, or a bell tower, or a prison, or even a laboratory for conducting chemical experiments and producing counterfeit money. Some historians think that the tower was supposed to embody the might of the Demidov family and serve as some sort of an architectural symbol of their dynasty. A safe is a secure lockable box used for securing valuable objects against theft or damage.  
One of the most frequently attended routes in Perm region is the tour to the merchant's town Kungur with the visit to the Kungur Ice Cave. It is very popular among foreigners, guests and citizens of Perm region. The Kungur Ice Cave is opened all year round, but it is mostly beautiful in February, March. It is at that time that the ice crystals, stalagmites, stalactites reach their maximum growth, though the unusual quaint contours of the stones in form of different animals (a turtle, a wolf, a frog) and amazing by its beauty the underground lakes will not disappoint the tourists in other season. The Kungur Ice Cave — is one of the main tourist attractions in Perm region. Every year it is attended by 80 thousands of people. The Kungur Ice Cave is one of the few caves all over the world that is specially equipped for the tourists — the asphalt paths, rail make your walk in the cave most safe. The length of the investigated part of the cave is 5 kilometers 600 meters, but during the excursion you will pass only 1,5 km, the rest part of the cave is opened only for the speleologists. The groups of tourist walk in the cave accompanied by experienced guides. 

The Kungur Ice Cave is unique geological monument. Cave's age 10-12 thousand years. Long time ago cave's grottos have got onion form. The extent cave makes 5600 m., from them 1,5 km are equipped for visiting tourists, cave has 70 lakes, largest lake (Large lake) 1300 cubes.m, depth up to 3 m. Quantity grottoes - 58. Largest - geographer's grotto - 50 thousand m. Quantity pipes - 146. Highest - in grotto Radio, 22 m. The excursions on cave will be carried out since 1914. From behind the large growth of the tourists in 1969 was open Kungur's travelling agency and excursions. The peak attendance was in 1980, for one year cave have visited 202 481 men.

Ganina Yama is 17 kilometers from Ekaterinburg. It is a derelict mine. In summer of 1918 the remains of the last Russian tsar's family were buried here. On May 29, 1979 the burial was found by geologists. The monastery dedicated to the Saint Tsar Martyrs was erected here. Seven wooden temples were built on the territory of the monastery. Every of them has special features but they constitute a unite architectural ensemble. Poklonniy Krest is placed in the center of the monastery. There are also a cross which belonged to Romanov dynasty and miraculous icon in the Saint Tsar Martyrs' Temple.

The bodies of the Holy Royal Passionbearers Czar Nicholas, Czaritsa Alexandra, Grand Prince Alexis, and Grand Princesses Olga, Tatiana, Maria, and Anastasia, as well as their servants, Dr. Botkin, chambermaid Demidova, cook Kharitonov, and man-servant Trupp had been brought here immediately after the murder. The bodies were cast off into one of the abandoned shafts at an old mine at Ganina Yama. However, what was done in secret in the middle of the night very soon became clear as noonday.
A Cross for veneration has been erected over the shaft in the recent years. And there are numerous churches now. An Orthodox monastery was founded here with the blessing of His Holiness, Most Holy Patriarch Alexius II of Moscow and all of Russia. The first monastery church dedicated to the Holy Royal Passionbearers was founded here on October 1, 2000. By now there are seven churches in this area dedicated to the Holy Royal Passionbearers, Derzhavnaia and the Iveron Icons of the Mother of God, St. Nicholas the Wonderworker, St. Seraphim of Sarov, St. Sergius of Radonezh, and Job the Long-Suffering. The monastery hosts pilgrims from all over Russia and from abroad.

Travelling to Chyortovo Gorodishe
          Pupils from our school, and of course my classmates often go on hikes around the Urals: Deers’ Streems, Ganina Yama and many others. And one of our traditions is visiting Chyortovo Gorodishe. Every September we spend so-called “The Day of Health” there. This is an exciting adventure! I don’t know the other place which can give you so many positive emotions! It takes us about an hour to get to Chyortovo Gorodishe. It’s not too much for a “professional” walker, but rather much for an ordinary student. But if you have many good friends, this trip won’t be so hard. When we reach our “aim” boys make a fire, girls cook “tasty food”, for example fried potatoes and sausages and of course hot tea.  

         We also have different sport competitions there, which are very interesting, funny and sometimes rather difficult.  After that we walk in the forest, sing songs, take pictures. Our teaches take part in our games. Everybody is happy! We always have a good time there!

Problems of tourism in the Urals
        As we have already said our region is very rich in interesting places. But some problems create obstacles to tourism development.

· Ecology is bad because of metallurgical plants.

· Infrastructure of our city and region is not developed.

In our opinion, to make our region more attractive for tourists the following  should be done:

· to build comfortable hotels for our tourists and guests from abroad,

· to build new roads,

· to make modern filters on the plants,

· to keep our nature clean,

· to save our parks and monuments.

Conclusion :  The place we live in is rich in sights, and we are proud of our motherland.  Our schoolmates enjoy travelling and going on a hike around Ekaterinburg and the Urals.

          According to the results of the questionnaire there are few informative and educational programs about our native town and region on TV.

          Our schoolmates are interested in history and culture of the Urals and would like to have more lessons about it.

          They suggest to make youth organizations and clubs to save the sights, monuments, parks of our city and region and to study our Motherland.
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