
    Should Heritage Be Preserved?

      Do you really keep your heritage? What is worth saving?  What can’t we or shouldn’t we forget?  Who owns "The Past"? Should heritage be preserved? Hearing these questions, we seldom respond to them until they are addressed to us personally. There is no doubt for me that heritage must be preserved, but only if you know the value of it. Otherwise you will not know what to take care of. Without preserving heritage, there would be a lot of waste for our precious culture, relations, and future generations.
     What is heritage? “Heritage is the full range of our inherited traditions, monuments, objects, and culture.  Most important, it is the range of contemporary activities, meanings, and behaviors that we draw from them.” This means that heritages are not just precious antique things. They can convert people’s attitudes and concepts. Heritage includes family, culture, and relations. Each part of one’s heritage is meaningful because each serves as a link between the past and the future. 
     Family is the basic heritage known to every person. Only family can convert one’s attitudes and concepts. This is the source which provides everybody with a range of values used in future life. Some people don’t find it true. They assume that families are necessary only when children aren’t mature yet and need somebody to give them food and shelter. But maturity doesn’t mean only physical development. If some would imply this, then they would compare human beings to animals. Spiritual development is more important because it helps us navigate our future life. The route we choose is determined in our families.  Who taught me how to choose my life priorities? My family did. Who taught me how to face challenges? My family did. Who taught me how to treat others? My family did. Through families we learn about two other heritages - culture and relations in a society.

      Culture is one more important heritage the ancestors gave us. How can we abstain from it? Only through culture we will know about our descendants. I guess any nation wants to know its origins because without past there is no future. But there are some people who have another point of view. They think we should not live by the past but search for new ways of living. They might search and implement those new ways because it’s the world of freedom. But let me ask them, “Do you want to pass on your new ways of living to your children? Won’t you feel some pain if your children decide to destroy you creation and erect their own, more contemporary one?” If we destroy the creations of our ancestors, we betray them. I’m proud that in my country, South Korea, there is Bulguksa Temple which has been kept for almost1500 years. My descendants made it and preserved it for ME, one of the future generations. I’m proud that in Russia where I live now there is St. Basil’s Cathedral, one of the symbols of Russia, which has a beautiful architectural design. Before my coming to Moscow, I was dreaming to see it. And I have seen it because the descendants in Russia preserved it for THEIR future generations. And what will MY generation preserve? 
          Relations are a significant heritage for all people because we live in a society. As a society is progressing, the relations must be improved. But there are some individuals who deny it. They assume that each must focus on himself to survive in this complex world. They call this world a dog-eat-dog world. Though this world has both winners and losers, the winners are those who have learned how to maintain relations. Having good relations with others benefits much. After World War II, many countries realized that war brought only destruction to both sides. As a result, the United Nations was formed to preserve peace and prevent any war. 
        Only if people know the value of heritage, which is learned through families, culture, and relations, they can take care of it. If people take care of their heritage, they will preserve it for future generations. Heritage SHOULD be preserved! Heritage CAN be preserved! Heritage MUST be preserved!






