                                                                                                     

                                           Does Tolerance Matter? 

        Our world is complicated; it is full of both love and hatred. Scientists have proven that there’s a very thin line between these two because you can love someone now and hate him a few minutes later. It is not easy to find the edge when love becomes hatred. That’s why people always look for a balance trying to establish harmony, which will make life peaceful through “trinity of mind, body, and spirit”. Without tolerance it would be impossible to live in harmony.  

       Tolerance is the appreciation of diversity. It is the ability to live and let others live. As stated by William Ury, director of the Global Negotiation Project, “tolerance is not just agreeing with one another or remaining indifferent in the face of injustice, but rather showing respect for the essential humanity in every person.” Our generation finds it difficult to stay indifferent to the weaknesses of others. Since the majority of people is not tolerant and considers tolerance a difficult task, the question that arises is: Does tolerance really matter?
        Some people are against the idea of being tolerant. They identify tolerance as something that you “do to make others feel good “or “make them live comfortable.” These people don’t find tolerance beneficial for themselves. Though tolerance is not always evident in some cases, its beneficence is mutual. In August 6, 1945 the United States of America used a massive, atomic weapon against Hiroshima in Japan. It was a great tragedy in Japan, but Japan never reacted. This made America to appear in a psychological sickness because it was expecting a reaction. Today the two countries are having mutual beneficence in the world of business: the USA signed the contract with Japan to produce for itself little-sized cars since the American cars are very large and cause traffic on the roads.

        Others believe that tolerance is a sign of weakness. They assume that against any power there is another power that must be applied. If a nation doesn’t show that power against its enemies, it shows weakness. Though in some cases it may be true, tolerance is rather a sign of strength than weakness because hostility will change nothing in resolving our problems. However being respectful remains the key to easing hostile tensions between groups and to helping communities move past intractable conflict. That is because tolerance is integral to different groups relating to one another in a respectful and understanding way. In cases where people are entrenched in violent conflict, being tolerant helps the affected groups endure the pain of the past and resolve their differences as it happened in Rwanda. The Hutus and the Tutsis have tolerated a reconciliation process, which has helped them to work through their anger and resentment towards one another. And today the two groups put their heads together to rebuild their nation in harmony.

         Although tolerance may seem very hard to apply, it brings harmony into our complicated world, the world of diversity. It is only by promoting and practicing greater tolerance and understanding among all the human beings that Man can truly be considered a reasoning being that may bring harmony into this global village called the Earth. Harmony will help all the peoples to live in peace. Hardly does any nation want to change peace into war. 
      

