PAGE  
2

Technical School of Industrial Technologies and Management

Research Work

“Price of Richness and Fame”

                                                                         Student: A.S. Krasnopyorova

                                                                            Group 2-0401

                                                                 Tutor:       G.M. Dedukh

Tchaikovsky
2009
Contents

         Introduction                                                                                           3           
Price of Richness and Fame                                                             4                    
1. The Royal Family                                                                          4           
2. Helena Rubinstein                                                                          7
3. Kate Winslet                                                                                   9
4. Elvis Presley                                                                                  10
5. John Lennon                                                                                  12
6. Price of Richness and Fame                                                           14                               
Conclusion                                                                                        16
List of Literature                                                                               17
Introduction
       The theme of my research work is “Price of Richness and Fame”.
The object of this investigation is the world of the rich and famous. 

The subject of this investigation is problems in their private lives. 

My hypothesis is following: richness and fame do not bring happiness in private life. 

Young people dream to be famous and have a lot of money knowing that actors and rock stars are paid more than 100 times as much as school teachers are.  
I have asked 100 students of my technical school with the following questions: 

1) Would you like to be rich and famous?

2) Do you think the life of the rich and famous is easier than the life of other people?
3) Do you think they have fewer problems than other people?

4) Do you think richness and fame bring happiness?

83 % of being asked wants to be rich and famous. [see Appendix]
22 % think that the life of the rich and famous is easier, but 78 % do not think so.

20 % think that the rich and famous have fewer problems in life but 80 % disagree to this.

33 % think that richness and fame bring happiness, but 67 % think that they do not.

So, the answers of our students show that   most of them want to be rich and famous, but they realize that the world of celebrities is not always sunny. 
The aim of this research work is to understand what the price of richness is. 

Price of Richness and Fame

1. Royal Family
     For more than a thousand years Britain has always had kings or queens except for the ten years between 1649 and 1659.

    Queen Elizabeth II is one of the richest women in the world. She calls the Windsor family a”Firm”. She thinks of it as a business rather than a family. And the main business of the royal family is being royal. And they are paid for it. 
Being Queen is a really busy job. Elizabeth II gets up early and begins the day by looking through the newspapers. Then she reads letters from the public (she gets more than 1000 each week), and tells her staff how she would like them to be answered. The Queen has daily meetings with her Private Secretary who helps her to go through her paperwork, and lots of meetings with ambassadors, new judges, and bishops.

     In the afternoon Elizabeth II often goes out on public engagements – she gets thousands of invitations each year. She opens new hospitals, bridges and factories.

Being Queen is not a 9 to 5 job, and Elizabeth II has to work from early in the morning until late at night. And people watch her all the time.

   Of course, she has some free time, and some private life, but less than most people.

In her spare time Elizabeth II enjoys horse racing, fishing, and walking in the countryside. She also enjoys photography and likes taking photos on her travels. In 50 years the Queen has been on 251 official visits to 128 different countries. 
When Elizabeth II was born nobody knew she would be queen. Her grandfather, King George V, had six children. His eldest son, Edward, was the next in line to be king and Elizabeth’s father, Albert, was only second child. Edward loved a good time. He enjoyed women, drank a lot, spent money, liked fashionable clothes. Albert, or Bertie, as his friends called him, was rather shy, he stammered, and all his life it was difficult for him to make speeches. As he did not expect to become king, he chose the Navy. When he took exams at Naval College, he came only 68th. It was not very impressive since there were only 68 students in the class.

He married Lady Elizabeth Bowes-Lyon and they had two daughters, Elizabeth and Margaret. 

    The family lived in a house on Piccadilly. It was not a palace, but it was a nice place with twenty five bedrooms, a library and a room for dances and parties. The girls had a private teacher; they also studied music, dancing and art. As a child Elizabeth was nicknamed Lilibet – because that was the she pronounced her name. She was a serious, tidy little girl, but her governess said that Lilibet and Margaret could fight on occasions.

    In 1936 King George died. In January, after his father’s death, Edward became king. In December he refused from the throne and his younger brother, Bertie took his place.

    Many people think that this is one of the most romantic love stories of our century. Handsome and popular King Edward was in love with an American actress Wallis Simpson and he wanted to marry her. But Wallis was divorced- twice! The royal family did not like her, the government was against this marriage, and so was the Church.

   It was not an easy choice for Edward, but he made it. He preferred Wallis to the crown. They got married and lived in Paris for most of their lives. They were never friendly with the royal family again. Bertie became King George VI. The family moved into Buckingham Palace. When Elizabeth was 13 she met Prince Philip of Greece. He was six years older than her. He came from the Greek royal family, but also had relatives in the Danish, British and Russian royal families. During the war he was in the Navy and that was when Elizabeth first saw him. Certainly at that time she was only a schoolgirl, but later they fell in love and in 1947 they got married.

The next few years were very happy. They had their first children: a son, Charles, born in 1948, and a daughter, Anne, born in 1950.

   In 1952 King George VI died. Elizabeth was only twenty-five when she became the Queen of Great Britain and Northern Ireland.

   The Queen has two more children, Andrew and Edward, born in 1960 and 1964.
Horses are very popular in the royal family; Anne took riding very seriously. She took part in many shows and was chosen to ride in the Olympic Games in 1976. And she married another rider, Mark Phillips, in 1973.
    In 1981 people not only in Britain but in many other countries watched the wedding of Prince Charles and Lady Diana Spencer. Diana looked lovely in her beautiful dress with a long train. She seemed a perfect bride for Prince of Wales. She was young, beautiful, and elegant. Her family was relatives of the royal family, so there were no problems there. . 

   In 1986 Prince Andrew married Sarah Ferguson. They first became friends at one of Princess Diana’s parties. Elegant Diana and ‘Fergie’ with her bright red hair were very popular with the press. These two girls were like fresh air coming into rather formal atmosphere of Buckingham palace. Diana and Charles had two sons, William and Harry; Andrew and Sarah – two daughters, Beatrice and Eugenie. Everything seemed fine. But the three couples had serious problems. Journalists and reporters were quick to write about royal scandals. They showed photos of Sarah on a holiday with a lover. They followed Diana everywhere and wrote a lot about her private life. Finally Diana decided to tell her own story. She worked with a journalist and her book Diana, Her True Story was printed in 1992 and sold millions of copies. The Queen called 1992 her ‘terrible year’. The book and newspaper reports told everybody about Prince Charles’ lover Camilla Parker-Bowles. Charles and Diana divorced, so did Andrew and Fergie. These were not the only divorces in the royal family. The Queen’s sister, Princess Margaret, had divorced. Princess Anne’s marriage had ended too. For a family who avoided scandal, the number of divorces is too big, but the members of the royal family are also people with their problems and worries.
2. Helena Rubinstein
      In 1950, Helena Rubinstein was one of the richest women in the world. She started with nothing. She had no money, no education, and no one to help her. All she had were 12 jars of face cream and a lot of energy and ambition. She turned these into a multimillion-dollar cosmetics empire. 

Helena Rubinstein was born in 1870 in Krakow, Poland. She was the oldest of eight girls. Helena’s mother thought that beauty was very important. She used a special skin cream that a Hungarian chemist made for her. Helena’s mother made all of her daughters uses it too.

    Helena’s father wanted her to be a doctor. But she hated medicine and left school. Then he wanted her to get married, but she refused. In 1902, she went to Australia, to live with a cousin and an uncle. She took only her clothes and 12 jars of the face cream. 

    Helena didn’t speak English. She had no money and no plans. After she arrived, everyone noticed her beautiful skin. In Australia the hot, dry weather is very bad for the skin. When she told some of the women about the face cream, they all wanted some. Helena borrowed $1,500 and opened a shop to sell the cream. She worked 18 hours a day, seven days a week. She lived simply and saved all of her profits.

In less than two years, Rubinstein had paid back her loan and saved 850,000. She made more and more money every year.

    All this time, she thought only of work and success. A newspaper reporter named Edward Titus was in love with her. But she was not interested in him. She left Australia and went to Europe to learn more about the science of beauty.

In 1908, Rubinstein decided to open a shop in London. Everyone told her she was crazy because English women didn’t use beauty products. But she did not listen. Her shop was a big success. Meanwhile, Titus went to London and convinced her to marry him. In 1909, they had son. Two years later, she moved her family to Paris and opened another shop. In 1912, they had another son.

     Helena Rubinstein was not a very good wife or mother. Her work was the most important thing to her, and she dreamed only of expanding her business. She wanted everyone to be like her, especially the people who worked very hard. But Rubinstein was never satisfied. She always thought they should do more.

    In 1915, Rubinstein moved her family to the United States. She wanted to open a shop in New York City. Again, people told her it was foolish. At that time, respectable American women didn’t wear lipstick or makeup. Again, Rubinstein knew better. By 1917, she had seven shops in the United States and one in Canada. In addition, thousands of shops and department stores sold her products. She was a great success. People called her “the beauty queen”. Strangely, she never followed her own beauty advice because she never had time!

    Rubinstein was a workaholic. She never stopped working, and she ignored her family. Her husband once told her, “Nothing will ever change you, Helena. Your business is your life.” They divorced in 1930.

    Helena Rubinstein was a ruthless businesswoman. Her money gave her great power. She used it to buy possessions and people. In 1938, she married Prince Gourielli. He was 20 years younger than she was, and he had no money or power. But he was a prince and she liked that very much. When he died in 1956, she didn’t even return from her vacation for his funeral. “He’s dead,” she said. “Why waste the money?”

    Rubinstein was very strange about money. She spent thousands of dollars on travel, jeweler and art. But she also ate lunch at her desk because it was cheaper than going out. She argued with taxi drivers about how much to pay them. She used the stairs instead of the elevator to save electricity. And she never retired. Rubinstein continued working until she died at the age of 94.
3.  Kate Winslet
      She is tall, beautiful and British. She likes to wear clumpy biker’s boots and T-shirts. In spite of her fresh looks, she smokes like a chimney.

Kate Winslet grew up in a house near Reading’s football stadium with her parents, sisters Anna and Beth and brother Josh. She comes from a family of performers. Her grandfather was an actor but also…a dentist. Her uncle, her father and both sisters acted. She says: “It’s a job to them, so they don’t put me on a pedestal. There are four kids in our family, and we’re all treated the same.”

    Kate went to acting school from 11 to 16. At that time she was a plump teenager, and her nickname was Blabber. She left school at 16. Just eight days after her last exam, she landed a role in a sitcom. Her first film Heavenly Creatures came at 18. Since then, it has been one period of drama after another: Sense and Sensibility, Hamlet and Titanic. I wanted to do a big Hollywood movie and now I’ve been a part of the biggest of them all,” says Kate about Titanic. Making Titanic was exhausting. There were moments when Kate thought, “I wish I wasn’t here” or even “Please, God, let me die!” Over six months Kate had to swim in freezing water. She broke a small bone in her elbow and had deep bruises all over her arms. “I looked like a battered wife,” she says. For weeks after filming, she was still sleeping 12 hours a night to recover from the grueling schedule.
    Kate has difficulty seeing herself as a star. “I hate it when people say that,” she says. “I’m quite normal. Maybe I’m crazy, but I feel quite normal. Even with friends I sometimes feel a sort of distance is being created. It really bothers me. I feel like making people sit down and listen as I say, “you can talk to me, this is Kate and I’m a completely normal person.’ ”
4. Elvis Aaron Presley
     Elvis Aaron Presley (January 8, 1935 – August 16, 1977) was an American singer, musician and actor. He is a cultural icon, often known simply as Elvis; also "The King of Rock 'n' Roll", or simply "The King".
     Presley was born in a two-room house, built by his father, in Tupelo, Mississippi. He was the second of identical twins — his brother was stillborn. He grew up as an only child and "was, everyone agreed, unusually close to his mother". The family lived just above the poverty line in East Tupelo and attended the Assembly of God church.  At school, Presley was teased by his fellow classmates because he was different, because he was quiet and he was a mama's boy. 

     Aged ten, he made his first public performance in a singing contest at the Mississippi-Alabama Fair and Dairy Show. Dressed as a cowboy, the young Presley had to stand on a chair to reach the microphone and sang Red Foley's "Old Sheep". He won second prize. In 1946, Presley's mother took Elvis to Tupelo Hardware to get him a birthday present. Although he wanted a rifle, he left the store with a $7.90 guitar.

    Presley attended L. C. Hume’s High school and occasionally worked evenings to boost the family income. After graduation, Presley was still a rather shy person, a "kid who had spent scarcely a night away from home". 
    His third job was driving a truck for the Crown Electric Company. He began wearing his hair longer with a "ducktail" — the style of truck drivers at that time.

     On July 18, 1953, Presley went to the Memphis Recording Service at the Sun Record Company. He paid $3.98 to record the first songs — "My Happiness" and "That's When Your Heartaches Begin" to his mother as a birthday present.

     On August 15, 1955, he was signed to a one-year contract with "Hank Snow Attractions". According to one source, "Audiences had never before heard music like Presley played, and they had never before seen anyone who performed like Presley either. The shy, polite, mumbling boy gained self-confidence with every appearance, which soon led to a transformation on stage. People watching the show were astounded and shocked, both by the ferocity of his performance, and the crowd’s reaction to it...”
     Presley was obliged to explain himself on the local New York City TV show: "Rock and roll music, if you like it, and you feel it, you can't help but move to it. That's what happens to me. I have to move around. I can't stand still. I've tried it, and I can't do it". 
    During an active recording career that lasted more than two decades, Presley set and broke many sales records with over 100 top 40 hit singles including 18 number ones. Soon Presley appeared to be everywhere-on the radio, television, and on screen. His personal life also seemed to be on an upswing. He and Priscilla wed in 1967 and had a daughter, Lisa Marie, together the next year. Unfortunately, this joyous time would not last. By the early 1970s, Presley’s marriage was falling apart. The couple divorced in 1973, and Priscilla received custody of Lisa Marie.
     Presley was also wrestling with other personal problems, including a growing addiction to prescription drugs. The once thin rock star now battled a weight problem. He was hospitalized for related health problems.

     Presley gave his last concert in June 1977 in Indianapolis, Indiana. After the concert, Presley returned home to his Memphis mansion, Graceland, to prepare for another tour. Sometime on the morning of August 16, he died of heart failure. He was only 42 years old.
5. John Lennon

     John Winston Ono Lennon (born John Winston Lennon; 9 October 1940-8 December 1980) was an English rock musician, singer, writer, songwriter, artist, actor and peace activist. The group he formed, The Beatles, changed pop music forever.
     Lennon was born in the Liverpool Maternity Hospital, to Julia Lennon and Alfred Lennon. Alf was a merchant seaman during World War II, and was often away from home, When Alf eventually came home in 1944, he offered to look after his wife and son, but Julia (who was pregnant with another man’s child) rejected the idea.

     Throughout the rest of his childhood and adolescence, Lennon lived with his Aunt Mimi and her husband George Smith, who had no children of their own.

Julia Lennon visited them almost every day, and when Lennon was 11 he often visited her at 1Blomfield Road, Liverpool. Julia taught Lennon how to play the banjo, and played Elvis Presley’s records for him.

     On 15 July 1958, when Lennon was 17, Julia was killed on Menlove Avenue (close to Mimi’s house) when struck by a car driving by an off-duty police officer.

Lennon failed all his GCE O-level examinations and was only accepted into the Liverpool College of Art with help from his schools headmaster and Mimi. There, Lennon met his future wife, Cynthia Powell. In mid-1962, Powell discovered she was pregnant with Lennon’s child. They were married on 23 August. The first song Lennon completed was “Hello, Little Girl” when he was 18 years old, which later became a hit. 

      On 6 July 1957, Lennon met McCartney. They began writing songs together. 

McCartney convinced Lennon to allow George Harrison to join them. Harrison joined the band as lead guitarist, and Stuart Sutcliffe- Lennon’s friend from art school-later joined as bassist. After series of name changes, the group decided on The Beatles. Lennon was always considered the leader of the group. 

     The Beatles achieved recognition from the British Establishment when they were appointed Members of the Order of the British Empire in the 1965 Queen’s Birthday Honors.

     Soon a hysteria that the newspapers called “Beatlemania” swept Britain and America. Lennon complained that nobody heard them play for all the screaming, and their musicianship was beginning to suffer. In 1966, Lennon met Japanese artist Yoko Ono. She was clever and eccentric, like Lennon, and the two soon fell in love. Lennon left The Beatles in September 1969 and married Yoko Ono. 

Lennon was always distant with his first son, Julian, but was close to his second son, Sean, calling him “My pride”. Near the end of Lennon’s life, he said that he accepted the role of househusband, after taking on the role of wife and mother in his relationship with Ono.

     Lennon made the most promising start as a solo artist. In 1971, he recorded the song by which most people remember him today, ‘Imagine”. But in 1975 he stopped making records. For a while he and Yoho separated, partly because of the problems he was having with drugs. Lennon later said The Beatles “smoked marijuana for breakfast”, and that other people had trouble talking to them, because they were sniggering all the time. In 1970, Lennon and Ono went through primal therapy with Dr. Arthur Janov in Los Angeles, California. Lennon did not release any new records until 1980.  
     On the night of 8 December 1980, at around 10:49, pm, Mark David Chapman shot Lennon in the back four times in the entrance of their home. Early that evening, Lennon had autographed a copy Double Fantasy for Chapman who had been stalking Lennon since October.

6. Price of Richness and Fame
    Many celebrities say that their lives are far from being happy. Richness and fame are a really busy job. Celebrities have to look perfect all the time. There’s always a photographer ready to take an unflattering picture of a famous person. Princess Diana would be alive today if she had not had to run away from the paparazzi.
     Celebrities also sacrifice their private lives. They are followed by the paparazzi wherever they go. Their personal problems, divorces, or family tragedies all end up as front-page news. They worry constantly about their reputation. Actors may lose their popularity, singers may lose their voices, and athletes may be injured.
     The rich and famous worry about money too. It is hard to believe Sylvester Stallone ever had money problems-but not only was he born poor. He once blew his fantastic $100-million-plus fortune from Rocky and Rambo on bad investment. He says he actually had nightmares that his family would end up in the street. “I was so broke that I tried to sell my dog in front of a supermarket!” Fortunately, Sylvester fought his way back to success and riches…

     “There is no handbook on what it is like to become famous and how to survive it. Fame is a monster that you have no control over. If you try to fight it, it just feeds the fire,” says Leonardo DiCaprio.
       Michael Jackson often wears a mask when he goes out. But all his efforts to disguise himself always have the opposite effect. There are a lot of strange stories about him. It has been said that he takes female hormones to make his voice higher, that he has had his whole face changed by plastic surgery. 
        Famous people can never be sure whether people like them for themselves or because they are famous. For this reason, it is difficult for them to make true friends.
As Fred Alan said, “A celebrity is someone who works hard all his life to be known, then wears dark glasses to avoid being recognized.”

       It is difficult for famous people to know who to trust. Ex-lovers may sell their stories to the newspapers. Their accountants or impresarios may be secretly cheating them.

      Famous people can never be sure whether people like them for themselves or because they are famous. For this reason, it is difficult for them to make true friends.

Celebrities are in constant danger of the wrong kind of attention. Threatening letters and even physical attacks from crazy fans are not unusual things in their lives. Many of them suffer nervous breakdowns or drug and alcohol problems.
      A rich man can be a ruthless businessman. He or she is a workaholic. He or she not only has to work much but wants and likes to do it ignoring a family. That is why he or she can be unhappy in love and have problems in a family.
Conclusion

      My investigation proves the hypothesis - richness and fame do not bring happiness in private life. 
     We cannot but agree that money gives great power but richness does not help the rich avoid problems and worries.
The other thing is that rich and famous people can never be sure whether people like them or their money.

      Celebrities should worry constantly about their reputation as people like to read about their private lives and want to know about scandals connected with them.
      A rich person has to be a workaholic ignoring the family; this can be the reason of being unhappy in love or divorcing.
       Some other disadvantages of being rich and famous are:

- Nervous breakdowns,
 -Drug and alcohol problems,
 -Crazy fans,

-Threatening letters, 
- Physical attacks.
 So if you want to be rich and famous you should be ready to these problems.
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