A Literary Guide across Rostov Region.    (Свечкарева Л.В. 207-792-932)
‘For every man the world is as fresh as it was at the first day, and as full of untold novelties for him who has the eyes to see them.’    Thomas Henry Huxley

 Rostov region offers plenty of historical routes. You can see interesting spots on its map connected with different events taken place in the history of our country. One can admire picturesque environment of our Don. Art and culture also give a wonderful occasion to visit Rostov region. We tried to sum up information about literary legacy of our region and have discovered an endless route.The literary guide-book only opens a window in the rich world of Don writers and poets. It’s the beginning of the work. The guide will show some of the most attractive parts of our region where Don writers lived and worked.

We begin the tour in Taganrog. 

Anton Pavlovich Chekhov was born in 1860. 17. 01 in Taganrog. A lot of places in this town arw connected with his name. 

In1993 a Memorial Museum was opened in the house where A.P.Chekhov was born. Another place is a writer’s house in Ispolkomovskaya street. The oldest theatre in the south of our country is situated in Taganrog. It is named after A.P.Chekhov. You can visit Chekhov Memorial Museum in Taganrog which was opened in1935. One of the most picturesque places of the town is a stone ladder which was built in1823. It was Chekhov favuorite place of rest. In 2010 we will celebrate the 150th anniversary of Chekhov’s birthday. Exhibitions, theatre contents dovoting to the writer are spent everywhere nowadays.

Some spots on the map of Rostov region are connected with the name of M.A.Sholokhov.

Village Kruzhilin. ASholokhov museum is situated in the house where the writer was born.

In the 1920s the writer lived with his family in stanitsa Karginskaya. There he went to school. We can see the house where the family lived and the school where he studied.

Stanitsa Veshenskaya The first point is the museum- house where M.A.Sholokhov lived and wrote his novel ‘ Quiet Don’. Here on the bank of the river Don he was buried.

Every year a literary folk festival ‘Veshenskaya Spring’ takes place. This festival is national.

Look at the map and find Novocherkassk. Sergey Ivanovich Semyonov was born here. His father was a teacher of history at the gymnasium. Since childhood the writer was fond of history. A.Seraphimovich often came to guests to their family and spoke with young Sergey. Those meetings influenced on his future education. He chose a history- philological faculty at the university. His literary works are mainly devoted to the history of Don. His novel ‘General of the South’ tells about the Civil War of the South and the North in America and about  cosack Ivan Vasilievich Turchaninov who took part in that war in the army of Abraham Lincoln.

‘Feather-grass steppe’ tells about the citizens of 70 stanits who rebelled against the power of Ekaterina 2. S.I. Semyonov knew perfectly the history of Don, loved its steppes. At least for 20 years he worked as an editor of Rostov book publishing house, later on in a magazine  ‘Don’.

Gennadiy Semenikhin aws born in Novocherkassk. ‘The stones of the native town. Where can I find words to sing your antiquity and pride? Stones of the native town, you have always been with me. I close my eyes and see straight  streets, a town square with a monument to Ermak,  little park and a monument to the sons of Don Phedor Podtelkov and Mikhail Krivoshlykov there. Everything is mine, because you can’t say differently about the town where you were born and grew,’ wrote the  author of the novel ‘Novocherkassk’.

Izyumskiy Boris Vasilyevich was born in 1915, in Tsaritsyn \Volgograd\. In 1936 he graduated the historical faculty of Rostov pedagogical institute. He took part in Great Patriotic War. Since 1944, wounded B.V. Izyumskiy worked in Novocherkassk Suvorov school for 7 years and taught history, psychology. His first book was published in1936. He wrote about teachers, officers and also historical novels.

Our next point is Azov. This town is connected with the name of Peter Vasilyevich Lebedenko. He was born in 1916 in Sarapul and spent his childhood in Azov. In 1936 Lebedenko became a pilot. He took part in Great Patriotic War and had 16 orders. His first book ‘Fairy tales of Quiet Don’ was published in 1950. He wrote about people who took part in the war and about those who became heroes in peaceful years.

One more memorable place is village Trenevka in Millerovo district. K. A. Trenev was born in 1876. 02.06. in village Mokraya Zhuravka \ now Trenevka\. He spent his childhood there. Later on his family went to Simpheropol. The writer always visited  the native place. Some of his works are documental. He described the life of people in his native village, its countryside, the history of the development of Millerovo. The citizens of Simpheropol remember the writer. There is a library, a street, a gymnasia named after Trenev.It’s a pitt, but his country- men whose land he considered to be his little Motherland, where his ancestors were buried have forgotten the writer.

Rostov-on-Don. This city  gives a rich opportunity to learn the literature of native region.

There are a lot of places connected with the names of Don writers and poets.

Nalbandyan Mikael Lazarevich \1829-1866\. He wrote poems and novels, critical articles and economical works. Nalbandyan was friends with Gertsen, Ogarev. In Rostov- on-Don, in 26th Street there is a memorial board on the house where the writer lived.

Patkanyan Raphael was born in 1830 in Nakhichevan-on-Don \now Proletarskiy district of Rostov\ There he spent his childhood and lived for 25 years till his death in1892. He wrote poems and critical articles, translated into Armenian ‘Robinson Crusoe’ by D. Defoe, fables by Aesop, works by Pushkin.Patkanyan worked at school and wrote textbooks. The house where the writer lived is in Myasnikova street,11a.

Seraphimovich \Popov\ Alexander was born in stanitsa Nizhne-Kurmoyarskaya, spent his childhood in Ust-Medveditskaya.. Having spent 5 years in an exile, Seraphimovich lived for some years in Novocherkassk. He often ewnt to Rostov. In1896 he began working in the editorial staff of the newspaper ‘Priasovskiy Krai’. Later on living in Moscow, the writer always remembered his native land and tried to visit  Rostov.

Bibik Aleksey Pavlovich\1877-1977\. His creative work lasted for three quarters of a century. His life was closely connected with Rostov-on-Don. He lived in 32/34, Malo-Sadovaya street /now Suvorov street/. You can see a memorial board on htat house. He’s left a rich literary legacy. Novels, stories, plays, essays, narratives – this is a genre diversity of his creative work.

Kirshon Vladimir Mikhailovich. There is a memorial board in 89, Pushkinskaya street ‘A well- known dramatist V.M.Kirshon, one of the creators of the first Rostov writers’organisation lived and worked there.’ V.M.Kirshon was one of the founders of Soviet drama.

One more name Pogodin \ Stukalov/ Nickolay phyodorovich was born in stanitza  Gundorovskaya in 1900. In 1920 his first article was published in the newspaper ‘ Working Don’. A young journalist began his work in Rostov newspapers; since 1922 his works were published in ‘Pravda’. The first play ‘Rate’ was written in a week. It was staged by Vakhtangov theatre in 1930. 

The literary way of Pogodin lasted for more than 30 years. He wrote plenty of drama works. Being a famous dramatist, living in Moscow, Pogodin wrote’ I love Rostov very much. It is my motherland. My youth was there. …’

Panova Vera Phyodorovna- a well-known writer, the author of prose and drama. She wrote novels, essays, plays. She also wrote screen plays for films. V.Ph. Panova was born in Rostov-on-Don in 1905. At 17 she began working in a staff of the newspaper  ‘Labour Don’. Her works were published in all periodicals ‘Molot’, ‘The Youth of Don’, ‘Fire’, ‘Octyabryonok’. She wrote under a penname Vera Veltman or V. Staroselskaya. For a long time she was closely connected with journalism. The last 30 years she wrote novels, essays. 

There is a memorial board in Rostov 7, 1st liniya, where the writer lived in 1915-1932.

Olenich-Gnedenko A.P. He wrote poems for children, fairy-tails in poems. In1940 he was the first who translated into Russian ‘Alice in Wonderland’ by L. Carol. During the World War 2 the writer was a war correspondent. 

There is a memorial board in 111, Sadovaya street, informing that in 1943- 1960 D.I.Petrov /Biryuk/ worked and lived there. Dmitriu Ilyich was a cronical writer of native Donskoy kray for more than 50 years. The writer vividly described the history of Don kosaks in his novels and essays: ‘Kondrat Bulavin’, The Sons of Don Steppes’, The South in Fire’. 

Garnakereyan Ashot Georgievich was born in Rostov, lived and worked there all  his life. He wrote poems about Don., Caucasus, Armenia. 35 books of poems were published during his life.Garnakeryan was a lyric poet.You can see a memorial board in 78, Pushkin street ‘ A.G.Garnakeryan lived and worked in this house in1960-1977.’ 

We continue our tour. Grogoriy Philippovich Sholokhov-Sinyavskiy. His name is well-known on Don. He was born in 1901 not far from Rostov, in village Sinyavka.  He showed his first story to Aleksandr Phadeev in 1925. It was the beginning of 40 year long literary way. He wrote about the themes he knew well. These were stories, novels, essays, critical articles.

Daniil Lukich Mordovtsev /1830-1903/. He was an author of historical essays, novels, stories on historical topics. He was born in village Danilovka, Ust-Medveditskiy okrug, Donskoy district. Since childhood he lived in Rostov- on Don. The writer payed much attention to the history of native land.He was a collector of folklore of cosacks and could show the beauty and fates of cosacks in his works.

Two more names. Vitaliy Zakrutkin and Anatoliy  Kalinin.

V. Zakrutkin was born in Kochetkovskaya- on- Don, Rostov Region. His parents were teachers. In 20s the family moved to Far East. In 1932 he graduated from pedagogical institute in Blagoveschensk. In 1930s Zakrutkin worked in Novgorod  Teachers Institute. In 1936 he began to work at Rostov Pedagogical Institute. He wrote essays and worked at doctor theses about creative work of L.N.Tolstoy. During the World War 2 he was a war correspondent and continued writing. In 1947 he left Rostov for Kochetkovskaya and wrote stories, novels. For his novels ‘ A Floating Stanitsa’ and ‘The creation of the World’ Zakrutkin was awarded The State USSR Award. V.A.Zakrutkin was buried in the yard of his house which became a museum in Kochetkovskaya. A motor ship is named after the writer.

Kalinin Anatiliy Veniaminovich was born in 1916.09.08. in Kamensk- Shakhtinskiy. Since schooldays he wrote for the newspaper’ Leninskie  grandchildren’ / Rostov-on-Don/ and ‘Pionerskaya Pravda’ Since 1932 he was a correspondent in different newspapers. During the World War 2 Kalinin was a war correspondent. In 1946 A.V.Kalinin came to live in the village Pukhlyakovskaya, Ust-Donezkiy district, Rostov Region. He wrote about life of the cities.The novel ‘In the South’ is devoted to the participating of cosacks in battles of Great Patriotic War. The novels ‘Stern Field’, ‘Gipsy’ ‘There is no Return’ are marked with  State Gorky Award. Kalinin devoted some works to the life and creative work of M.A.Sholokhov. Some  of the works by Kalinin have been made into screen version.

