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Introduction
Aim, Problems
            Last summer I was in England and I was amazed by numerous castles and palaces which can be seen everywhere: in cities, towns and countryside. They are marvelous. I was practically enchanted by them.
Britain is strewn with ruins of castles, rubble from the centuries of her existence. Castles are tangible relics of a remarkable past, a lengthy heritage etched in stone, as well as with the blood and sweat of those who built, laboured, fought, and died in their shadow. Ruins stir up in us a profound awareness of those past lives. Castles have a timelessness that is awe-inspiring. That they have endured centuries of warfare and the effects of weather is a testimony to the creativity and power of their medieval owners. How many of us will have such long-lasting success?
           In our work we are going to investigate some castles. The aim of our work is to find out the role of castles in English history and contemporary world. We think that it is a very keen problem because more and more people in our rapidly developed world become very much interested in them.
The most important problems, which we want to consider, are:

- to study the history of their appearance, 
- to investigate the purpose of their building

- to trace their further development

- to analyse their role in contemporary world 
- to find the most interesting information about castles

- to choose the most popular

- to find out some legends about mysterious events which are connected with castles
Definition and History
The word castle derives from the Latin castellum, a fortified dwelling place.
As with gardens castles have had innumerable books written about them quoting design, styles, ages and so on. I think that one or two notes are helpful in distinguishing the various types and the logical development.

       The castles that we use as standard are those which were built between the 11th and 16th centuries. The English castle whose design was imported from Normandy following the Norman invasion of 1066 was essentially defensive. The Normans had to hold down a belligerent conquered people and their way was to build a network of castles. William the Conqueror has a ring established around London, including Rochester, Windsor and Berkampstead. These in conjunction with the Tower of London - the White Tower then - acted as a screen around the capital.

     As it was said these castles were essentially defensive, designed to protect the Norman families who were granted the land by William. They originally consisted of a mound of earth thrown up with a tower or 'keep' on top, possibly surrounded by a palisade around the bottom and in turn frequently surrounded by a moat. The palisade contained the bailey. The keep was not living quarters normally but a last line of defence in case of attack and the main living area was the bailey where the Lord had a comfortable hall and where there were houses for his soldiers and retainers and their families, stables for the animals as well as the various necessary service buildings, blacksmith, farrier, armourer, etc. In the case of sustained attack the whole countryside include villagers and their beasts could be taken into the bailey for protection and in dire necessity the whole would be withdrawn into the keep. 

     Originally these structures were of wood but, as they were vulnerable to fire, quite soon the King insisted that they would be built of stone. One of the first of these was the White Tower in the centre of the Tower of London. These more substantial buildings soon became home to the Lord and his retainers. It is an axiom of military design that each improvement in design creates its own destruction as the attacker soon learns to overcome the latest technology. Thus castle building became a never ending program of updating to create defensive protection. The keep had its own curtain wall with watchtowers. These were originally built square. Soon it was found that it was easy for an attacker to use the square shape to protect himself against defenders and also undermine the corners of the tower. A corner would be undermined and the whole area filled with wooden props to support it. Then pigskins filled with oil and fat would be placed in the cavity and ignited. As the flames destroyed the props so the tower crumbled. An example of this can be seen at Rochester where the undermining of one square corner tower is quite clear before it was rebuilt as a round tower.
    Castle building grew apace and it became necessary to protect the original curtain wall with its own wall culminating in castles like the Tower of London where there are several concentric rings. Years passed and England became more settled and by the middle of the fifteenth century in Southern and Middle England (except for the King and powerful barons) the smaller landowner had found that a more peaceful country made the castle unnecessary. English people found the castle drafty, cold and uncomfortable and created 'fortified manor house'. This still had strong walls for defence but also had larger windows and more doors. The interior was made of wood to make it warmer and cosier for everyday life. From then on we get the development of the 'stately home' and palace without any defensive capabilities. From this period the great Tudor mansions of which Hatfield House and Penshurst Place became typical. Peace was now assumed and the history of English castle building reached its end.

       In the north of England the castles remained strong and well defended until the reign of Henry VIII as there were still border attacks.                                                      
                                                        Main part
Many castles were built to protect there owners from other lords, to barrier them from there enemies. Large number of castles has a military meaning as a Warwick castle.
                                                             Warwick Castle
Warwick Castle is one of the most famous and daunting castles in the World. It was used as a fortification until the early 17th century, when Sir Fulke Greville converted it to a country house.

  After the Norman conquest of England, William the Conqueror established a motte-and-bailey castle at Warwick in 1068 to maintain control of the Midlands as he advanced northwards.A motte-and-bailey castle consists of a mound – on which usually stands a keep or tower – and a bailey, which is an enclosed courtyard. William appointed Henry de Beaumont, the son of a powerful Norman family, as constable of the castle. In 1088, Henry de Beaumont was made the first Earl of Warwick.  During the reign of King Henry II (1154–89), the motte-and-bailey was replaced with a stone castle. During the Second Barons' War of 1264–67, William Maudit, 8th Earl of Warwick, was an inactive supporter of King Henry III. The castle was taken in a surprise attack by the forces of Simon de Montfort, 6th Earl of Leicester, from Kenilworth Castle in 1264. The walls along the northeastern side of the castle were slighted so that it would be useless to the king. Maudit and his countess were taken to Kenilworth Castle and held until a ransom was paid. Under Thomas de Beauchamp, 11th Earl, the castle defences were significantly enhanced in 1330–60 on the north eastern side by the addition of a gatehouse, a barbican (a form of fortified gateway), and a tower on either side of the reconstructed wall, named Caesar's Tower and Guy's Tower. The Watergate Tower also dates from this period. Both towers are machicolated and Caesar's Tower features a unique double parapet. The façade overlooking the river was designed as a symbol of the power and wealth of the Beauchamp earls and would have been "of minimal defensive value"; this followed a trend of 14th-century castles being more statements of power than designed exclusively for military use.    In the early 1480s King Richard III instigated the building of two gun towers, Bear and Clarence Towers, which were left unfinished on his death in 1485; with their own well and ovens, the towers were an independent stronghold from the rest of the castle, possibly in case of mutiny by the garrison. With the advent of gunpowder the position of Keeper of the Artillery was created in 1486.  Warwick Castle had fallen into decay due to its age and neglect, and despite his remarks Dudley did not initiate any repairs to the castle. Queen Elizabeth I visited the castle in 1566 during a tour of the country, and again 1572 for four nights. A timber building was erected in the castle for her to stay in, and Ambrose Dudley, 3rd Earl of Warwick, left the castle to the Queen during her visits. When Ambrose Dudley died in 1589 the title of Earl of Warwick became extinct for the second time. A survey from 1590 recorded that the castle was still in a state of disrepair, noting that lead had been stolen from the roofs of some of the castle's buildings including the chapel.] In 1601 Sir Fulke Greville remarked that "the little stone building there was, mightily in decay ... so as in very short time there will be nothing left but a name of Warwick".
Windsor Castle
     The castle was founded by William the Conqueror in 1080 as one of a chain of fortifications round London. But now these castle is a Queen’s resident.
 The reconstruction began in 1357 under the direction of William of Wykeham, Bishop of Winchester, An inner gate-house with cylindrical towers was built. Now it is called ‘Norman gate’. Stone-vaulted undercrofts supported extensive royal apartments on the first floor with separate for the King and Queen arranged round courtyards. Along the south side, facing the quadrangle, were the Great Hall and Royal Chapel end to end.

 William III  chose Windsor as his favourite residence and began to transform castle in gothic style, George IV continued his work. He created the present appearance of the Upper Ward, made new private rooms as a setting for George IV’s rich collections
In many ways Windsor castle reached its apogee in the reigh of Queen Victoria.

On 20 November of 1992 fire broke out the Private Chapel. The work of repaur began immediately after the fire and was completed in November 1997.

 Nowadays Windsor castle is one of the official residences of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II. The Queen is officially in redidence at a Windsor castle twice a year : in April and also in June. There many rooms where Queen Elizabeth II  spends her time,such as the King’s dressing room, the Queen’s drawing room, and  the King’s bed chamber. Visitors enjoys looking  Queen Mary’s Doll’s House and the China museum. and the Lantern lobby.
The Tower of London
      The Tower is located in the London Borough of Tower Hamlets, at the eastern boundary of the City of London financial district, adjacent to the River Thames and Tower Bridge. Between the river and the Tower is Tower Wharf, a freely accessible walkway with views of the river, tower and bridge, together with HMS Belfast and London City Hall on the opposite bank   
   The functions of the Tower from the 1070s until the late 19th century were established by its Norman founders. The Tower was never primarily intended to protect London from external invasion, although, of course, it could have done so if necessary.
   The first Tudor monarch, Henry VII (1485-1509) was responsible for building the last permanent royal residential buildings at the Tower. He extended his own lodgings around the Lanthorn Tower adding a new private chamber, a library, a long gallery, and also laid out a garden.
  During centuries different Kings changed the purpose of the Tower of London. It was a prison, it was a zoo, and now it is a Great museum which contains different exhibitions.
Each castle has its own history and events which happened there. Some castles are surrounded by legends. People can see ghosts in some of them. 
Edinburgh Castle
        For example Edinburgh castle Edinburgh has a hidden underworld to which the castle is strongly connected - including a series of secret tunnels leading from Edinburgh castle down the Royal Mile. One of these is rumoured to lead to Holyrood. 
When these tunnels were first discovered several hundred years ago, a piper was sent to explore. He kept playing so that his progress could be tracked by those above. About half way down the Royal Mile the piping suddenly stopped. When a rescue party was sent, there was no trace of the piper. He had simply vanished. 
The piper's ghost still haunts Edinburgh today, walking endlessly along the underground tunnel beneath the Royal Mile. His music can sometimes be heard from within the castle.
Many people have heard the sound of ghostly drums within Edinburgh castle, however few have seen the drummer. The reason for this is that the drummer ghost only appears when the castle is about to be attacked, something that hasn't happened for some time. The ghost drummer was first seen before Cromwell's attack on the castle in 1650 and is reported to take the form of a headless boy. Who the boy was and why he now haunts and protects Edinburgh castle is not known.

Edinburgh has many associations with dogs, including the famous "Greyfriars Bobby". In Edinburgh castle there is a dogs' cemetery. The cemetry is reportedly haunted by at least one phantom dog that has been heard and occasionally seen in the vicinity.

Like all good castles, Edinburgh has its dungeons were prisoners were incarcerated, tortured and often perished. Like many castles these dungeons are haunted by the ghosts of their victims.
Of course when we speak about ghosts we can’t forget about tower of London ghosts. The Tower of London is probably the capitols most famous landmark besides Buckingham Palace and is noted for its high number of hauntings. The tower was once used to hold the royal animal collection before it was transfered to it now present and more familiar location of regents park zoo .
Through poor understanding of the animals needs and often mistreatment many animals in the early days of the zoo died . it is said that the echo's of the past can be heard on a still night with the mournful cries echoing from the walls .
Lady Jane Grey ghost has been seen as recently as 1957 on the 12th feb the 403rd anniversary of her death and has been officialy recorded in the tower records by guardsman Johns who saw her walking on the tower's battlements close to where she lodged prior to her execution.Anne Boleyn can be seen in the vicinity of the White Tower. The ghost of HENRY VI can be found in the chapel of Wakefield Tower. SIR WALTER RALEIGH has been seen to walk the battlements of the bloody tower where he was imprisoned for 13 years. 
                                                           Cardiff Castle
        Cardiff Castle is a living monument to the history of the British Isles, dating back to the Romans in the first century A.D. Roman masonry that remained from the original fort can be seen at the base of the Norman walls surrounding the keep. A gate house or barbican leads to the motte and bailey fortification. The shell keep is situated at the top of the motte, and  remains well-preserved and surrounded by an authentic water-filled moat. 

    Over the centuries, as the castle was occupied by historically prominent English families, repairs and renovations were made to the basic structures, and new buildings were added. The Black Tower was constructed during the Welsh rebellions of the 12th century. The Octagon Tower and the first hall block appeared during a time of Welsh peace in the 15th century. 

   However, it was the 18th century acquisition of Cardiff Castle by the Bute family that was to dramatically change the appearance of the castle. Several towers were added, including the spectacular Clock Tower, and the entire castle was renovated in a rather fanciful medieval style. Fortunately, the renovations did not totally obscure the historical features of past construction. 

The Barbican Tower and a new entrance hall were built in the 20th century. 
   The second Marquess of Bute began restoration of Cardiff Castle but died in 1848. He is said to appear by walking through the fireplace of the library. He leaves this room by passing through a six-foot-thick wall into a corridor, and then passes through the wall of the chapel into the room in which he died.
  The main dining-hall of the castle is also disturbed. At precisely 3:45am heavy doors open and shut by themselves and the lights flash on and off. A "faceless vision in a flowing grayish-white skirt" has also appeared in a stockroom close by, where things get disarranged.

  The well-preserved castle is now in the hands of the city of Cardiff. The City Council maintains Cardiff Castle and provides guided tours of its beauty and history for a fee. 
                                                                     Dover
      Dover is a giant among castles. It has the longest recorded history of any major castle in Britain. Yet few legends attach to the castle, and only once was it seriously at risk. Dover is neither romantic nor a place of Gothic horrors. It has been less a royal residence than a barrack.

Dover began before history itself. Its earliest rampart defenses date to the prehistoric the Iron Age. Then the Romans built a pharos (lighthouse) here in the first century AD, with another on the facing Western Heights. The same tall headland, already partially defended, was resettled in the tenth century or earlier by the Anglo-Saxons. They built a fortified town, of which St Mary-in-Castro was the church. Both a pharos and a church still remain.

The bulk of Dover Castle, as we know it today, postdates the Norman Conquest by a century. Soon after the Battle of Hastings, in the autumn of 1066, Duke William spent eight days at Dover strengthening fortifications which had only recently been rebuilt by the defeated Harold. Yet neither William's works nor those of Harold are identifiable today, and what the visitor now sees of the masonry of Dover is all of the twelfth century or later. Most monumental is the great square tower, or keep, built in the 1180s for King Henry II (1154-89). After the thirteenth century, little of substance was added to Dover before the present barracks were built and the defenses remodeled, starting in the 1740s. It was then that Dover, after years of neglect, entered a new lease of life. Georgian and Victorian military engineers stripped Dover bare. The castle lost its patina of age. Yet their achievement has an importance of its own. After Henry II's keep and Hubert de Burgh's curtain, the artillery defenses of eighteenth and nineteenth century Dover contribute a third major clement to our tours.
     Dover Castle is associated with numerous ghosts and strange sounds. In the King's bedroom, the lower half of a man has been seen walking through the doorway. The specter of a woman, dressed in a red dress has been seen at the west stairway of the keep. The sounds of a creaking doorway opening and closing have been heard. There used to be a door.
    Dover Castle is owned by English Heritage and open to the public on most days.
                                                        Conclusion

In our work we studied a lot of facts about British castles. We  chose the most popular of them:

England Tower of London 165,000 

  Windsor Castle 90,500 

  Warwick Castle 90,500 

  Scotland Edinburgh Castle 74,000 

  Wales Cardiff Castle 15,000 

We also learned that they even appeared in BC. But the most of them were built in a MD during and after the Normal divasion. England has always been associated with castles. From our survey we learnt that      % of pupils named “castle” as a main part of the country.

 The role of castles changed during centuries. And now some of them left as castles, others became residence or museum.

  Also castles are connected with ghosts . Ghosts are real people, folk heroes or animals. It depends of the part of Great Britain. England castles are haunted by people, who lived there. Scotland castles invaded by folk heroes. You can see animals in castles of Wales.

   Most of ghosts are women who were killed by there husbands or executed, or suiside of there unhappy love.

   But why England castles are haunted by ghosts?
We found an answer in article of English sycologyst. It was said that British people are very superstitious. They believe in ghosts and see them.

  To sum up the history of castles, their building and futher development can tell a lot. 
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