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Travelling I Discover New Things

I am Marc Limanskiy. I am 14 years old. I am an 8th grade student in Stavropol gymnasium №25. I am not an excellent student but I do quite well. I can say that I am good at drawing, geometry, physics and English. When I have free time I prefer to draw pictures, to watch films or to read books. My favourite genres are mysterious thrillers and fantasy.
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There are a lot of ways to discover new things. You can read books, work in the Internet, listen to the radio or watch TV. Our forefathers did it traveling. I think it is the best way because you can try a lot of new emotions and see our world in a new light. Traveling is an excellent possibility to visit many countries and meet people of all nations. I like traveling and I try not to lose a chance to visit any country or even city. So I am proud of the fact that I have already had some experience. I have already been in Bulgaria, the Seliger, Moscow, St. Petersburg and other interesting places. My last journey was to Thailand.  
Thailand is a unique country in Asia. It was founded in 1238. In the east it borders on Cambodia and Laos, in the west on Myanmar. In south it borders on Malaysia. Thailand is the only country in South-East Asia which managed to avoid European colonization. The most respecting things for the Thais are Buddhism and Monarchy. It is the base of Thailand. The official language is Thai. Its climate is warm and humid it in either rains or it is so sunny that you can get a lovely tan. Like many other exotic countries Thailand is rich in brilliant landscapes. Thailand is a home for many unique plants and animal species. There you can taste unforgettable cuisine. Everybody will find something for themselves here: parks, tropical gardens, beaches and secluded roads going through little forgotten villages. 
The capital of Thailand is Bangkok. It was founded in 1782 as a small river port. But now it is multicultural megapolice. It is also a historical centre of Thailand. There is a Royal Pantion where you can see gold statues of every Thai leader. The city’s greatest asset is ashes of Great Buddha.    
Another important city is Pattaya because it is the main tourist centre in Thailand. Like Las Vegas in the USA, Pattaya is the main entertainment centre in Thailand. There are a lot of places to visit there. The golden statue of Great Buddha, Garden of Orchids, Samet Island, Elephant, Crocodiles and Snake farms impressed me great.
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The golden statue of Great Buddha is a giant monument painted on the rock in the suburb of Pattaya. It is painted with gold and it is two hundred meters high. 
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The Garden of Orchids is a huge beautiful place where millions of flowers are planted. In this garden there are big constructions made of flowerpots. Lots of flowers together with these constructions make a wonderful sight.
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Samet Island is one of the three islands on which tourists of Pattaya like to relax. Two another islands are Samoa and Phuket. Absolutely harmony reigns there. White sand, clean water, variety of flora and fauna create atmosphere of relaxing and joy. 
Elephant farm is a big place where elephants are grown up. There animals get home, food and they are taken carе of. Very funny performances with elephants attract tourists to the Elephant farm arranged there. They look like real circus performance.  
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On the Crocodile farm crocodiles are grown up. Reptiles live in a big pool. But there is not much water in it. Every tourist has a chance to feed the crocodiles with some meat hanging on the fishing-rod. It is made of bamboo.   
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Snake farm looks like zoo. There you can also see frogs and spiders. But snakes keep the biggest part. There are a lot of different kinds of these animals. You can take nonpoisonous snakes in your hands. But there are very few of them. On Snake farm you can taste wonderful soup made of snake meat or roast snake. You can choose a certain snake for your future dinner out of the aquarium by yourself. You can also buy different medicine made of snake’s poison. On Snake farm I listened to one story. “In Laos a group of American soldiers found and caught a very big snake. When soldiers returned to the place where they had left died snake they couldn’t find it there. It disappeared. There is a photo where about twenty soldiers hold a very big snake and smiled. It was their last photo because during the next year every soldier who had touched the snake died. There was something mysterious connected with this snake. According to a Laotian legend a giant snake called Naga was a “bridge” between two worlds – a live and died. Now this photo is hanging on the wall near the exit of the Shake farm.
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I think that the main target of our tour was acquaintance with another culture. I found out a lot of interesting information about Thailand. For example, the Thais have their own system of chronicology. They chronicle their history since the Great Buddha’s birthday. Now in Thailand it is 2553 year. Traveling round the Thailand I have understood a lot of things. It is impossible – to see everything in the world but it is possible to strive to this. The longer you are staying in a foreign country, the better you understand its culture. But I think you will never feel the same things abroad as you feel at home because “East or west – the home is best”.   
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