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The purpose of the work is to tell about
particularity of Australia from the point of view of its

· Geography,

· History of discovery,

· Economy,

· Plants & animals,

· Policy,

· Languages,

· Some interesting facts about three largest cities and

· The “Most” Australian facts

In conclusion the author offers the results of the social research carried out among the seven-formers on the topic “Australia” 

Welcome to Australia!

Australia! Everybody heard about this unusual country. But do we know much?


Even in the medieval times there were stories about a larger continent in the Southern Hemisphere. But Europeans had never seen it. They wondered what it was like and whether it was inhabited. They called this land terra australis incognita, or “the unknown southern land” – Australia.


Nowadays when people speak of Australia they can mean three things:        1) Australia as a continent; 2) Australia as an island and 3) Australia as an independent country. 

As for me I have a passion for maps. I look for hours at South America or Africa or Australia and lose myself in the glories of exploration.            

       Australia has always attracted me. I read a lot about its famous places, its unusual animals and plants. Everything is special there: languages, culture, traditions, and beliefs. Well, I haven’t been there yet, and shall not try now. But I think that when I grow up, I will go there.           


And now I am going to tell you about this unusual country.
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                   Geographical Position
    Australia is a continent-island washed by the Indian Ocean in the west and the Pacific Ocean in the east.

It has an area of about eight million square kilometers. Its population is about 20 million people.

Australia is the flattest of the continents. Its territory is mostly a great plain with mountains in the east and south–east. The western part of the continent starts from a plateau which occupies half of the continent. 

The Central Lowlands, a great part of which is very dry, lie between the western Australian plateau and the Eastern Highlands. Through the eastern part of these Central Lowlands run Australia’s greatest rivers, the Murray and the Darling. A number of short rivers flow from the Australian Alps the Blue Mountains into the Pacific Ocean.
                                   Climate
 Australia has several climatic regions, from subtropical to tropical. There are tropical forests in the north-east because the winds from the sea bring heavy rainfalls, especially in tropical summer. The climate in the west is very dry and more than half of Australia gets very little rain. In the south-west and east the winds bring rain in winter.

As Australia is situated in the south hemisphere, it has winter when we have summer in the northern hemisphere, and summer when we have winter.  
Australian summer is from December to February; autumn is from March to May; winter is from June to August; and spring is from September to November. For most of the country the hottest month is January.

It is believed that Australia’s geological isolation has resulted in many species not found elsewhere. 

                              Animal Life
 Early in the world’s history, Australia was separated from the other continents, and its animals have developed differently from theirs. The most peculiar feature is the pouch in which the female carries her young. Such animals are called marsupials. The best known are the kangaroo, the wallaby, the koala dear and the possum. Also, there is the primitive duckbilled platypus that lays eggs but suckles its young. Only the dingo, or wild dog, bears any resemblance to animals of other lands. 
[image: image3.jpg]


[image: image4.jpg]


[image: image5.jpg]



The rabbit and all the domestic animals where introduced into Australia by the settlers less than two hundred years ago.

There are about 800 varieties of birds. Among them are eagles, hawks, parrots and cockatoos. The emu is a large Australian bird which cannot fly but runs well. The emu and the kangaroo are represented on the national emblem of Australia.
                            Vegetation
 The plant life of Australia is both varied and distinctive. In the aria interior there are sparse desert grasses and scrub, including the saltbush. With increasing rainfall the plant cover ranges from scrub forests, savannahs and woodlands to the cooler rain forests of the east coast and Tasmania with beeches, conifers and tree ferns. Acacias and eucalypts, known respectively as wattles and gums, are predominant scrub and forest types; both are represented by hundreds of species, nearly all of which are peculiar to Australia.
Australian wildflowers include the waratah – the national flower of Australia, flannel flower, kangaroo paw and others. The best known native trees are the gum (eucalyptus) and wattle (acacia). The wattle’s 600 species are like the mimosa of North America and Europe.  
                               Government
The Commonwealth of Australia is a federal state within the Commonwealth of Nations. Its territories are the continent of Australia, the island of Tasmania and a number of small islands.

The flag has three main features: the red, white, and blue Union Jack in the upper left quarter, indicating Australia’s membership in the Commonwealth; the white five-star Southern Cross in the right half; and the white seven-pointed federal star below the Union Jack.
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The federal capital of the country is Canberra.

The official language is English.
Though an independent nation, Australia, like Canada, has close institutional links with Britain, and Queen Elizabeth II of England is also formally Queen of Australia.
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The Queen is represented in Australia by the Governor-General and six State Governors.

Australia has a Parliament. The Australian Parliament has two chambers: the House of Representatives (the Lower House) and the Senate (the Upper House).

The House of Representatives is the most important Chamber of the Australian Parliament. The Prime Minister is normally drawn from among its membership. The government of the country is headed by the Prime Minister.

All State Parliaments, except Queensland’s, have also two chambers.

The States run such areas as education, police, health services, agriculture, transport and roads. There are the following main political parties in Australia: the Labour Party, the Liberal Party, and the Socialist Party. 
   
                                 Economy
 Australia is one of the ten foremost capitalist countries in terms of its level of economic development. 

     
Agriculture is the main occupation in Australia. Wheat is grown in the south and in the grassland region.
     
Sugar is produced along the north-east coast, while fruit-growing is developed in the south.

     
Australia is famous for its sheep. The great sheep-farms are called sheep stations. They are found in many parts of the country. Almost all of Australia’s wool has traditionally been exported. Cattle-farming is also developed in the Northern Territory, in some parts of Western Australia, along the east coast and in the south.

     
Australia is rich in minerals, which are mined in different parts of the country, especially in Western Australia and in the north-east of the country.

     
Most of the factories are situated near big cities. There are five big cities in Australia: Sydney, Melbourne, Adelaide, Perth and Brisbane. These cities are also the country’s main ports.

                 From the History of Australia
 Australia was discovered by the Portuguese in the XVII century. The northern and western coasts of Australia where discovered by Dutch in the early XVII century and named New Holland. Tasman discovered Tasmania in 1642. Dampier was the first Englishman to visit Australia in 1688 and 1699.

        
The land was unattractive, however, and the continent remained undisturbed until 1770, when the English navigator Captain James Cook chartered almost the entire eastern coast, named region around in New South Wales, and claimed it for Great Britain. Eighteen years later, on Jan. 26, 1788, the first settlement was established at Port Jackson, the site of the present city of Sydney.

       
Among the explorers of Australia have been George Bass (for whom was named the Bass Strait, separating Australia and Tasmania), Matthew Flinders, Edward John Eyre (the middle of the XIX century), Friedrich Wilhelm Ludwig Leichardt (a German explorer and geologist who crossed the continent in 1844-1845), Robert O’Hara Burke (who, during the early 1860s, made the first north-south crossing of the continent) and others.

       
The history of modern Australia begins as recently as the first English settlement in 1788.

       
The years 1820-1850 were a period of consolidation and expansion. Gradually the interior was explored, and settlements were started up. Wheat growing was introduced, and flourished. Still more important was the rapid expansion of the sheep industry, because of the increasing demand for raw wool for the English textile mills.      
       
The gold rush of 1850-1851 encouraged many settlers to come. Gold was first discovered in New South Wales, but later found in 1851, at Ballarat and Bendigo in Victoria were far richer. Gold enticed adventurers from all parts of the world. Six colonies were founded: New South Wales (1788), Tasmania (1826), Western Australia (1826), South Australia (1836), Victoria (1851) and Queensland (1859). The Commonwealth of Australia was formed in 1901. It comprises the six federal states and two internal territories, the Australian Capital Territory and the Northern Territory.

       
Australia, whose front-line soldiers were all volunteers, played a notable part in World War I in the southwest Pacific, in the Dardanelles campaign and in France. 

       
In 1939 Australia again placed herself at the side of Great Britain in declaring war on Germany. The shock of the near invasion of the Japanese in 1942 highlighted the necessity of organizing its own defence and heavy reliance on the USA. 

     
                         Ethnic composition
 The population is mainly of British origin. For many years Australia was a place where criminals and political offenders were sent from Britain. However, the arrival of more than two million immigrants since World War II, most of them from Greece and Italy, has altered the character of the population.
     
The immigration policy is based on the “White Australia” concept. Many migrant workers - they have a poor knowledge of the English language - are discriminated against and brutally exploited by employers. The brown-skinned Aborigines of Australia, of whom about 50,000 pure-blooded representatives and about 150,000 mixed bloods survive, have never been treated as human beings.

     
The Australian Aborigines are an ancient people with a rich cultural inheritance. This race has existed for over 25,000 years. 
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During this time the Aborigines established a life style that is very different from European culture. Aborigines did not practice agriculture or keep domestic animals other than the dog. Natives supported themselves by hunting, gathering and fishing. The men hunted large land animals (kangaroos, wallabies, and emus) with spears.

     
They also devised a system of land ownership that was connected to their religious beliefs. The land is very important to the Aboriginal people. They believe that the land was granted to them by Ancestral Beings. They believe that these Ancestral Beings also helped to create their land. They believe that man shares a common life principle with animals, birds and plants. The mythological period of creation is called Dreamtime.
     
In the Dreamtime, spirit beings are believed to have travelled through the land. They shaped the country, proving water, creating people and all other living things. These spirits, they believe, also created the rituals, legends and songs of each Aboriginal tribe. The Ancestral Beings continue living in the form of spirits and they cannot be destroyed.
  [image: image9.jpg]


[image: image10.jpg]


[image: image11.jpg]



     
All Aborigines can keep in touch with their Ancestral Beings and their powers - but they must pay attention to the laws they made. And each Aborigine is spiritually linked with a special figure of the Dreamtime. This figure becomes his totem. For instance, the kangaroo and koala are totems for two different tribes. (These totems usually correspond to a local animal.)

     
Aboriginal beliefs differed from tribe to tribe. Most Aborigines considered a rainbow to be a giant serpent that could cause death. Nearly all groups thought that long ago all animals were humans, and modern Aborigines have myths concerning life in this former era.

     
So the Aborigines evolved a way of life where they aimed to live in harmony with their environment. Their relationship with their land was necessary to their well-being.
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The Aborigines are a dying race. In some ways they are trapped by history and circumstances. They are in danger of being destroyed and they are in danger of destroying themselves. Alcohol is one of the biggest killers. They suffer from the highest rate of leprosy attack in the world and many of their babies and children die.

     
The only way the Aborigines can survive is to return to land owning, and this requires money and support from the central government. 

     
Like the American Indians, Australia’s 200,000 Aborigines are strangers in their own land. Beginning two centuries ago, their tribal culture was uprooted by white settlers, and ever since the Aborigines have struggled to survive.  
     
                                    Languages
 English, Aboriginal languages.

     
There is no Aboriginal language which is spoken by all Aborigines. Instead there’s a great variety of many different tribal languages and some of them are as different as English and Chinese. As well as these languages there are also many dialects. 
     
Aboriginal society is very different from western industrial civilization and this affects their language. The Aboriginal tribal groups never developed writing but their languages have been handed down from one generation to another by speaking. European languages are spoken all over Australia, by millions of people and there are books and radio programmers produced in these languages.

     
A lot of people believe that before British colonization, almost all Aborigines spoke several different Aboriginal languages. This was because different tribes used to meet each other and there was a lot of intermarriage between tribes. So different tribes communicated with each other and did not become isolated. Unfortunately many languages no longer exist, and many others are now only spoken by a few people and will probably be extinct in ten or twenty years. Fifty or sixty languages are still spoken by groups of people. These groups range between fifty and three thousand people and belong to the centre, northwest and far north of Australia. These languages are not in immediate danger of dying out.

     
An Aboriginal language was taught for the first time as a second language to Aboriginal children living in cities. This programme began in 1980. The reasons for introducing this language into the education programme were firstly to save the language, and secondly to make both black and white children interested in an Aboriginal language.
     
                    Education in Australia 
School attendance is compulsory between the ages of 6 and 15 years in all States except Tasmania, where the leaving age is 16. Most children are educated in government schools, where tuition at primary and secondary levels is free.

     
Most children begin school at the age of five, attending preparatory classes. Primary schools provide basic education for children up to 12 or 13.

     
When primary education has been completed after six or seven years, students generally go on to a local secondary school.

     
School days are divided into “periods” and the students are taught by a number of teachers, each specializing in a particular group of subjects. 
                                     Main Cities of Australia
                              Canberra

 Canberra, capital city of Australia, in the northwest part of the Australian Capital Territory, an enclave in southeast New South Wales. The city is situated on the Molonglo River, a tributary of the Marrumbidgee River. The plains surrounding Canberra are used chiefly for sheep raising, wheat and corn growing, dairying, raising beef cattle and fruit growing. 

When Australia was granted independence in 1901, Melbourne and Sydney vied for the honour of becoming the capital of the new nation. The enclave was created as a compromise acceptable to both Sydney and Melbourne, and the Australian Capital Territory was ceded to the federal government by the state of New South Wales in 1909. An American architect, Walter Burley Griffin, was selected in a 1911 competition to design the city.


Canberra, as the capital of the country, is the seat of Parliament and the other branches of government.


Canberra is a quiet capital, even in rush hours. There are no industrial plants in the city.


The flowers in spring are very beautiful. This is the time of the year during which Canberra is at its best.


The growth of the population was at first slow. In 1970 it reached 125,000 and is expanding more rapidly than in any other city in Australia. Now 264,000 people live in Canberra. 
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Federal Parliament House stands in a setting of trees, lawns and shrubs so 
typical of Canberra.

The Building of the Australia Academy of Sciences is situated on the territory of the Australian National University.


It is one of Canberra’s most unusual buildings which houses the Academy.  


The Australian National University was founded in Canberra in 1946.

                                            Sydney
 Sydney is “The Queen City of the South”. The largest city and port of Australia, the capital of New South Wales, on the Pacific Ocean, is situated on the shores of Port Jackson (Sydney Harbour) and at the mouth of the Parramatta River.


Sydney was founded in 1788. The discovery gold in 1851 stimulated its development. 


It was the first city founded in Australia by British colonists - due to the beautiful site and the advantages offered by streams and bays.

Sydney is the chief commercial and industrial centre not only of New South Wales, but of all Australia. Its harbour’s one of the best natural harbours of the world. There are many banks, insurance companies, and a stock exchange. The city’s wool market handles much of the wool produced in New South Wales, Australia’s leading wool-producing state.


Sydney’s manufacturing activities are particularly notable for their wide variety. There are slaughter-houses, canneries, wool-scouring works, flour-mills, sugar refineries, tanneries, dairy plants, breweries, textile and clothing mills, saw-mills, railway workshops, oil refineries, and automobile assembly plants.


In addition being the commercial focus of Australia and New South Wales, Sydney is a principal centre of government and culture. The seat of the state government is located there, as well as several federal agencies and the consulates of many nations.


There are some places of interests in Sydney such as Town Hall, the Australian Museum, the University of Sydney, Opera House and others.


Sydney Opera House is a beautiful modern building. It is a theatre-shell. The first performance at the theatre was Prokofyev’s opera “War and Peace”. 
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Here you can see Sydney Opera House in its picturesque setting on Sydney Harbour.


The Australian Museum, founded in 1836, is the oldest institution of the kind in Australia. It contains a very large botanical garden, a technological exhibit, and a library.


The University of Sydney dates from 1852, receiving its royal charted in 1858. Women students were admitted since 1881.


The Captain Cook Monument. Capitan James Cook’s name is truly associated with the discovery and exploration of the Pacific islands, Australia and New Zealand by Englishmen.
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                                           Melbourne
 Melbourne is the capital and the chief port of the state of Victoria. It is the second largest city of Australia. The city and its numerous suburbs occupy an extensive area, with the Yarra River, stream of no great size. The central and most important business part of the city is on the north bank of the Yarra. Melbourne was the capital of the country till 1917.


The chief industrial products of Melbourne are leather, furniture, clothing, flour, ale, cigars, ironware, woolens, etc. The shipping trade is large both in exports and imports, the chief of the former being wool and gold, of the latter manufactured goods.  
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There are some places of interest in Melbourne. There are the Houses of Parliament, Melbourne University, Olympic Stadium, the National Gallery of Victoria, museums, libraries and others.


The 1956 Olympic Games left Melbourne with some of the shorting facilities in Australia, and Flemington Race-course, where the Melbourne Cup is held, is world famous.


There are several parks and other grounds for public recreation, and among these the Botanic Garden deserves special notice because of its beauty, and the value of its collection of trees and plants.

                                                  «The MOST»

Australian facts

*The hottest point of the south hemisphere is Marble-Bar, West Australia. The Maximum temperature here is +49, 2 С
*The rock "Stone Wave" not far from Pert is one of the oldest in the world. It’s more than 3 мld years old. 

*The Lake Eire is the driest lake of the world, most of the year it’s absolutely arid and is coated by salt crust nearly 4 meters thick. 

*The Largest sandy island in the world is Frazer; the length of its only one sandy dune is 120 km.

*The deepest undersea canyon in the world is found in the city Esperance in West Australia. Its length is about 40 km., width is 32 km., and depth is 1800 m. 

I am interested in this country very much. Once I watched the film “Big Water High” about 6 pupils of surf-boarding school in Australia. The film impressed me greatly.


Especially I enjoyed the sea, its big waves and surfing.


I’d like to visit Australia some day and do surfing.
I hope I convinced you that Australia is a very special country for many reasons and you will be interested in it as I am.                                                        
    You know I became interested if my classmates know Australia well. When I asked 40 7-formers 5 questions I understood that Russian pupils don't have even an idea of what Australia is. You may look at the questions and see what you know about Australia.
Answering the first question, 
1. What do you think of when you hear the word "Australia"?
          The most part of the pupils said that they imagine an arid and small island.
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        2. What do you know about Australia?
Some of the pupils answered that Australia is a small deserted continent-island. Others think Australia is the hottest place in the world with kangaroos or a British colony.
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3. What animals do you now?
The majority of the questioned knows only kangaroos; some of the pupils remember koala and even spiders.
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4.What plants of Australia do you know?
Palm-trees, cactuses, bamboos are the most popular answers and only one pupil knows eucalyptus.
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5. What cities of Australia do you know?
The question about Australian cities for the pupils was the most difficult. It turned out that only 3 pupils from 40 know the Australia's capital - Canberra and 13 students named Sydney. All the rest do not know the cities at all.
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        Now you see that our pupils are not the persons of broad views but I hope they will learn more about this beautiful and interesting country soon!
·                                                Literature

· Т. Клементьева, Дж. Шэннон
Happy English-3 – Обнинск: Титул, 2005
· Д. Эттенборо 

Живая природа – М.: Мир книги, 2001

· Britannica 2007 Ultimate Reference Suite
DVD – энциклопедия, англоязычное издание: www.britannica.co.uk 

· http://artnow.ru/ 
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