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"What should I write about?" I thought after our teacher told us about the language contest titled "We are the world…We are the children". "It must be something serious and global, something that people discuss a lot today, - lonely and unhappy orphans, for example…"
At that moment my younger brother Kolya rushed into my room and announced that it was time to prepare Christmas gifts. "He is straightforward, as usual!" I thought, went downstairs and joined Kolya and my parents in the living room. They were discussing what to present our relatives with for Christmas. In fact, I have got a very big and friendly family. My numerous cousins, aunts, uncles and grandparents gather together very often and Christmas is our favourite winter holiday. My family used to celebrate Christmas even when it was not so popular in Russia.
At the lessons of English we have read and talked a lot about the celebration of Christmas in the UK. I am surprised that my family's attitude to Christmas and the British tradition connected with this holiday are alike. Of course, we are Russian and belong to a different culture, that's why there are some things that are really different in Russia. We celebrate Christmas on the 7 of January and British people do it on the 25th of December. Father Frost and the Snow Maiden come to us and to all other Russian children, but in the UK Father Christmas goes down the chimney and puts gifts for children into their stockings at the fireplace. We make snowmen and ice figures in our gardens, and you can see Father Christmas's statues and holly wreaths on British lawns. We help our mother to cook pelmeni and pies for the Christmas dinner, while British children enjoy traditional roasted turkey and Christmas pudding on this day. At the same time, we have very much in common. Both Russian and British children clean the house, decorate a Christmas tree and prepare gifts for relatives and friends. On Christmas our family also goes to church and gathers for the holiday meal.
Although New Year is still more popular than Christmas in Russia, for my relatives and me Christmas is the most important holiday. I agree with British people who say that Christmas is the most important family holiday: it is connected with the name of God who has given us the happiness to live together in a friendly family…
Finally, the list of gifts for our relatives was made. My brother and I were to prepare presents for children. Actually, we always make gifts with our own hands for our three little cousins: Natasha, Sasha and Petya. We simply adore them and it's so nice to see their happy faces when they come to our place and get unusual handmade toys for Christmas... We decided to set to work the next day because I was to write the essay on a very serious topic.
However, when I came back to my room and saw the words "we are the world, we are the children" again, I suddenly realized that the world is not only something big, remote or abstract. The world is my family. The children are my cousins, my brother and me. The world is what we, children, feel and do in our families every day. If every child had the list of Christmas gifts for relatives as we have, there would be less grave topics to talk about; the world would mean happiness then.
