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Introduction.
Nowadays, Britain is a highly developed country, and its system of training students is thought to be elite. Education in the UK is increasingly becoming in demand in the world. Foreign students who wish to study in Britain may have several reasons for this desire. First, to obtain the qualification it is necessary to enter one of the best British universities. Second, to improve the level of academic English, as well as the degree of understanding of spoken and everyday language (which is very important for a career in any field of international business). In addition, they want to increase the choice of further education in any country in the world: a student who graduated from high school in Russia at the age of 17, may decide to hold a certain period of time in the UK in order to gain additional skills and knowledge that will enable him to get an international university education in the future with greater access. 

Every year, more than a million foreign students flock to receive education in the UK. But why? Why is it considered to be a prestigious training? And why are students all over the world sent to be educated in Britain, but not in our country? In order to answer this question, I decided to investigate how our school system differs from the UK school system. I chose this topic because it is a very important issue at present, and where we will learn and how our future depends on. This is a problem for me and for my mates, so I want to know where we can get a good education and qualifications. 

 The purpose is to compare the educational system of Great Britain and Russia, and find an explanation for the preferential choice of the British school. To achieve the goal I must solve the following objectives: to get acquainted with the history of education in the UK; to examine the system of primary, secondary and higher education in Britain and in Russia, and on this basis, to identify strengths and weaknesses of each. The object of my research is the system of education in the UK and Russia, and the subject is the process of obtaining education by the students. During my research, I intend to use the following methods: analysis of literary sources, the method of comparison and questioning.
The education system in the UK.
1.1. The history of education in the UK.

The school system in the UK has a long way. Already in the VI century, the church, which for centuries cared about education in primary schools, opened schools to train clergy. Later, there were secular, the so-called "grammar" schools - in which the boys studied grammar, mainly Latin. According to the legend, Shakespeare studied in such school. In the "Act on public schools" in 1864 nine "public" elite schools (including the widely known Eton and Harrow), were listed where the boys received a classical education (naively, using the name, think that teaching in these schools is free and public). State participation in the education system began during the industrial revolution of the XIX century, which required the preparation of a large number of educated workers. However, the first attempt to create a national school system was launched only in 1870, and only in 1944, the State established a system of free compulsory primary and secondary education. 

The oldest universities, Oxford and Cambridge and St. Andrews have served as centers of international education for over 700 years, and since then they were joined by many other universities, schools and colleges, offering a wide range of courses. All educational institutions in the UK are under regular supervision and inspection by various state commissions («Ofsted", “Her Majesty's Inspectorate”, the British Council and British Accreditation Council), who check the compliance of courses high standards. Consequently, the British degree and teaching are adhered and respected throughout the world. 

Since the mid 50-ies in the UK the reorganization of the state system of secondary education began, which has not been completed so far. As a result, there coexist several types of secondary schools, significantly different from each other training programs and goals of education. For all types of schools the law stipulates the unified educational minimum that the school should give. Also, legislation introduced compulsory free secondary education, which ends at the age of 16. Graduates of schools take exams and receive a Certificate of Secondary Education - GCSE (General Certificate of Secondary Education). This certificate is sufficient to initiate self-employment, but does not give the right to enter higher educational institution. 

The old system of schools is preserved in some parts of the countryside. Here at the end of primary school pupils on the basis of test examinations are distributed to three different types of secondary schools: the most capable students (20%) enter the Grammar Schools with a term of 5-7 years of training, the less able students (about 5%) are distributed in a technical school (Technical School) with a term of study 5, at least 7 years, and the rest (70%) continue their education in modern school (Modern School), with an enrollment of 4, sometimes 5 years. The name of the modern school (Modern School) was due to the fact that historically it does not teach the ancient languages - Latin and Ancient Greek. In high school, students are divided into two main groups and further study on two different programs: natural and mathematical education. In technical secondary schools they give general education, general technical and initial training. 

Modern school makes regular secondary education. Much of the program in this school is practical exercises. Most of its graduates immediately begin professional work. The most talented graduates of modern schools have the opportunity to pass special examinations and continue education. 

Reorganization of secondary schools has led to the appearance in the major cities of common schools (Comprehensive Schools) to teach children between the ages of 11 to 18 years in total for all students program. In many areas, the idea of uniform for all schools has led to the Lower Schools for children aged 11-14 and Upper Schools for students of 14-18 years. In some places, primary and secondary schools split into three successive levels. Here an intermediate school (Middle School) for children aged 8-12 years or 9-13 years was introduced. The main cause of such a variety of schools was the lack of central funding for school reform. The solution was found in the introduction of a national system of examinations that determine the level of knowledge of high school graduates. Types of schools, their names, programs and teaching methods can differ. But the exams for a certificate of Secondary Education (GCSE) are identical and compulsory for all.
1. 2. Primary education
Elementary school (Preparatory School) is attended by children from 5 to 11 years. For children less than 5 years old there are kindergartens (paid). Fee for Kindergarten (Nursery) for children from several months to 4 years for the whole day is 2000 - 2400 pounds per month, half-day-1000 - £ 1200 per month. The first 2 years are preliminary, and then children go to junior high. Foreign students usually enroll in primary school once in 7 years; teaching for foreigners is only possible in private schools. Tuition at private elementary school (Preparatory School) costs from 5000 to 8000 pounds a year. A child can enter a private elementary school if there are free places, and after passing the test in the English language and mathematics. If a child under the age of 12 years enters a private school, then one of the parents of the child is automatically eligible to live and work in England, and other family members have the right to multiple-entry visa allowing them to visit Britain at any time. 

As well as in Russia, in elementary schools in the UK a teacher teaches almost all subjects, except for special ones. But unlike our system of education, the transition from class to class is not by age but by their results. After completing elementary school, foreign students are usually transferred to the senior classes of the same private school or boarding house. School (primary and secondary) education is compulsory in the UK. 

 In 1988, the state curriculum was adopted, which aims to make the British education system more in-depth, balanced and consistent. The curriculum states what students must study in the UK, how the teachers must teach, and what level students must reach at every stage of training. The plan accounted for approximately 80% of teaching time, remaining the same 20% of each school plans at its discretion. The curriculum also identifies four groups of students (1st - 5-7 years old, 2nd - 7-11 years, 3rd - 11-14 years and group 4 - 14-16 years old) and ten key items. The first and second groups are primary, and the third and fourth - to high school. In the curriculum three "major" subjects are introduced: English language and literature, mathematics, foreign language. Students of the first, second and third groups should examine all the main and basic subjects: technology, history, geography, music, art, physical education and modern foreign language. Students of the fourth group should study the main subjects, as well as technology, modern foreign languages, physical culture and choice - history, geography, or short courses on both those subjects.
1.3. Secondary education 
The children come to high school - Senior School – at the age between 11 and 13 years and at 16 years (if the school is chosen to prepare for higher education), and ends at 16 or 18. In Scotland most children start secondary school at 12, 13 and 16 years, so they are more loyal to the time the children start school. Already at the age of 11 years you can understand what the child enjoys and what the key talent is. Therefore, in this age there are electives. Half of the programs are compulsory subjects: mathematics, English, the second foreign language, computer science, natural science, history. The second half consists of those subjects that are chosen by schoolchildren themselves. At this age the children have to define at least a general trend: the humanitarian, technical, business, applied arts or the other. 

And at 14 years, a set of subjects (from 8 to 12) for the exam GCSE is defined: treated as preferences and abilities of the child, and further plans for the proceeds. This increases the motivation and a sense of responsibility of the child, because the subjects that he studies, he chose himself. 

In England there are less segregated schools: only for boys or only for girls. However, if your goal is to study in such a school, then wide activities, parties, sports competitions here trying to carry on with the opposite sex in order not to restrict communication and  not to deprive them of the possibility of expanding horizons. In co-educational schools the ratio of boys and girls is often 50:50. 

In Britain, there are more than 800 private schools, about 600 of which are accredited. Accreditation involves constant monitoring of the quality of teaching, service: accommodation, meals, extracurricular activities, the level of internal organization of the school, its financial condition. After completing secondary school - at 16 years - the students have a state exam GCSE (General Certificate of Secondary Education) - the first school leaving certificate, which determines the fate of the child. School, ending with examinations GCSE is five-year. As it was already noted, the end of high school does not qualify for admission to university. For admission to graduate from high school to "sixth form" (Sixth Form) high school and pass an examination for a certificate GCE / A Level (General Certificate of Education Advanced Level) - general certificate of in-depth level of education. To obtain this certificate, the students are to learn for two years. If you compare our educational system and English, the Certificate of Secondary Education GCSE in line with our lower secondary education (nine years of schooling), and the certificate GCE / A Level corresponds to the certificate of secondary education (eleven classes), plus college preparatory courses.
1.4. Higher Education.
In the UK higher education is the most difficult. The first degree, received by students is a bachelor's degree. In England and Wales to obtain a bachelor's degree requires three years of study, in Scotland – four years. In case to get a degree requires not only training, but also manufacturing practices (Sandwich courses), the general term is extended accordingly. Some universities and colleges to those students who expect to receive a degree in some specific areas, such as art and design, require the first pass - a basic course and then have three years to engage in a chosen field. The course ended by awarding bachelor's degrees in such fields as medicine, dentistry and architecture, can be very long, up to seven years. 

Degree (Bachelor Degree). There are several types of bachelor's degrees awarded in the UK, the name of which depends on the specialization training. Four basic levels are the Bachelor of Arts BA (Bachelor of Arts), Bachelor of Science BSC (Bachelor of Science), and bachelor’s degree in engineering BENG (Bachelor of Engineering), Bachelor's degree in the legal field LLB (Bachelor of Law). There are several bachelor's degrees, for example, in medicine and dentistry. Degree is awarded after a three-or four-year study by a specialized program for full-time students of the University or college. This degree allows you to get a good position in the middle of engineering and technical management or middle management of private or public companies, industrial enterprises, or open a private practice (lawyer, doctor). With a bachelor's degree, you can eventually expect a significant promotion. This degree is recognized throughout the world, which gives high chances of a successful career in any country. Degree is also a prerequisite for further training in the following graduate (Postgraduate) level of education program of master and doctor. Bachelor Masters Degree - this is the first stage of higher education. In general, for admission to this level of training the students should have a certificate of secondary education in-depth level of GCE / A Level, or 1B, or qualifications GNVQ Advanced, or HND.  That level of education starts after receiving a bachelor's degree and leads to the master and doctoral programs. 

Master's Degree (Master Degree). There are two large groups of programs leading to the master. This program focused on research, and educational programs targeted at improving the professional level in one of the specializations. Education in Master’s programs is organized as follows. After 8-9 months of lectures and seminars with examinations, and then students do the diploma project within 3-4 months. According to the results of examinations and the protection of the thesis they get Master's degree. 

Master-researcher is often called the Master of Philosophy M. Phil (Master of Philosophy). To obtain this degree, you need to do independent research work within 1-2 years under the guidance of senior faculty. The results of this study are Master's degree. Typically, students do not complete their education at this level and continue their research work in order to obtain the degree of doctor. 

Ph.D. (Doctor of Philosophy - Doctoral or PhD Degree). In Britain, most programs leading to the doctorate degree - this is purely research projects. There were no lectures or training workshops that are usually not carried out. Supervisor, in the laboratory or the department which the student is ready to receive the degree of doctor determines the student's topic for scientific investigation and provides the necessary research opportunities (jobs, equipment and materials). Typically, the completion of the research program takes 2-3 years. By the end of this period, the student must publish the results in the official records, scientific or professional journals and published materials to write a thesis. Doctor's Degree is assigned after successfully defended research work.

2. The education system in Russia
The content of school education - the foundation of the educational system and in the transitional period in the development of society it is the basic object of reform and renewal. The content of education and its implementation embody the values and goals that society confronts a new generation. Successful implementation of reforms in the field of educational content is complex and elusive. It requires careful planning, well-established strategy, commitment to those who implements it, attention to resources; provide training and development of appropriate assessment procedures. The reform of educational content is more difficult and that it takes place in a society where teachers and the infrastructure is not provided with adequate resources. 

The former Soviet education system is distinguished by hard training plans drawn up centrally. These plans are based on the fact that students acquire factual knowledge in highly specialized subjects. Emphasis was placed on science and engineering. Pedagogical initiatives, school or teacher places almost enjoyed. There was a general curriculum for all schools, which was compiled under the leadership of the state. Textbooks produced by the State monopoly and were free. There was no structured system of evaluation of educational standards nationwide. Educational needs are determined centrally planned allocation of labor. 

Now Russia's society is rebuilt, overestimates its values and goals, and these changes entail democratization and in the educational sphere. Humanization, personalization, new concepts of civic education have found their place in the educational process. Largely this is because of the variety of types of educational institutions (as well as in Britain) and the variability of educational programs, which directly relates to the development of a network of non-state educational institutions in the regional systems in Russia. Despite all this, today's education system in Russia is federal, centralized. At present, Russia's educational system is very similar to English, but it is represented in a simplified form: 

1) Pre-school education, which, as in the UK, give children the basic knowledge, but, nevertheless, is not equal to the first stage of schooling. Children begin kindergarten with a 1 / 1, 5 years (nursery), and are there until 6 years (also voluntarily by their parents). 

2) Primary education (primary school) starts with a full 6 years and lasts for 4 years (as a result of recent reforms in education). In contrast to the UK primary school children can receive is already in the public schools or high schools, as well as in Russia these types of schools are complex - from 1 to 11 classes. 

3) Lower secondary education in high schools and grammar schools, secondary schools lasts for 5 years. The end of the 9 classes of each of these types of educational institutions gives the right to receive a certificate of basic general secondary education. 

4) Upper secondary education or industrial-technical education with the right of admission to college, and other professional institutions. Upon completion of training 10 and 11 grades of school, gymnasium, lyceum graduates receive a certificate of complete secondary education and have every right to enroll in university. This right also applies to any graduate of a professional institution that in the UK is unacceptable. 

5) Higher education with a graduate degree, bachelor's, master's or a master with the right skills at a university or research institute, after which received a doctorate and later - PhD. 

Education in Russian schools in the light of new reforms in education begins at the age of 6 and lasts for 11 years in full education (11 grades), basic education of 9 years (9 classes). While in Russia there is a unified educational system, at the same time curriculum from school to school is different and vary from year to year, so not all educational institutions, most of which are public, can provide students the necessary literature. Education system in Russia is as follows: (see Appendix 1).

2. 1. Pre-school education
In Russia there has long been the extended system of preschool education. In the present transitional period, it is still paid great attention, and it continues to play a huge role in the protection of childhood and early upbringing and education. The system meets the needs of children from three to seven years. Nursery could be visited by children from 1 to 3 years, in rare cases - from 2 months to a year. Most kindergartens are funded by the state, municipalities or agencies. 
Recently there are many private or semi-private kindergartens, but they still constitute less than 8% of the total. Even in municipal kindergartens, there is a tendency for parents to pay from 10 to 15 percent of services. The system of visits to kindergartens is flexible enough, and parents can choose the type of visits to their child that they are satisfied with - full-time, part-time, part-time week, etc. Relations between parents and the staff are frank and confidential. This allows teachers to learn a lot about the personality and the individual requests of the child. 

Considerable attention is paid to the identification of deficiencies in the physical and intellectual development of students. A major role in the development of curricula and programs, as well as in the diagnosis of children is assigned to psychologists. For the treatment of children with physical or muscular disorders are invited to physiotherapists, in some nursery schools they have gyms and swimming pools for corrective work. In areas with difficult socio-economic situation kindergartens serve an important function for children suffering from these conditions. They are trying to compensate for the lack of normal home environment, when the problems of alcoholism and drug addiction, and mental and emotional instability in the family, cause delays in the development of young children.
2.2. Primary education.
Primary school in Russia is the first stage of schooling, where children acquire the basic knowledge for further education. Currently, the school provides three primary systems, based on the traditional system of education, as well as on theories developed by domestic scientists L.S. Vygotsky, L.V. Zankov, D.B. Elkonin, and V.V. Davydov. All systems are aimed at the intellectual and moral development of students. Children can now go to school at the age of the full 6 years. Currently, children are tested for admission to the school to check their intellectual level. 

Along with common educational issues (Russian language / writing, reading, mathematics, “the world around us”, gymnastics, music, local history, labor, drawing) in many schools a foreign language is introduced with a 2-grade, which will soon become ubiquitous (and the highest profile school except compulsory English a second language will be taught - German, French or Spanish), as well as introducing computer skills in the education of children from the second class. A total number of hours per week for elementary school students range from 20 in the 1st grade to 30 in the 4th grade. 

In the first grade of elementary school the assessment system does not exist on the whole. Instead, the teachers put a star (“5”), a square (“4”), a triangle (“3”), but more often the students are given  assessments in writing (praise like “Excellent”, “Good”, etc.). In the second grade children receive assessments on a five-point scale ("5", the highest score). At the end of each academic year students receive their report card on progress with the assessments. With it children move (or remain in the second year with enough good learning outcomes) in the fifth grade of this or another school. It should be noted that, unlike in Britain, in Russia, children and their parents are not obliged to choose the type of further education institution after graduating from elementary school. That is, the child may receive primary education, both in secondary schools, lyceums and gymnasiums, because these types of educational institutions are represented in our country complex from 1 to 11 classes.
2.3. Secondary education
General secondary education in Russia includes primary education, 5 classes of basic schools and 2 classes of high schools. Thus, at the age of 10, i.e., after primary school, children go to Junior Secondary school education which lasts 5 years. At the age of 15 years they finish this step in accordance with the law (i.e., completing a course of basic school) and receive a certificate of basic general education. They can then either continue their education in school (that is, undergo an educational program of full scale) and get the certificate of full secondary general education, or enter primary or secondary vocational schools. 

The eleven-year education is compulsory, whereas prior to that time in Russia 9-year course of school education was considered to be compulsory. Students are taught 6 days a week together, the differentiation is only on the lessons of labor, as well as physical education classes in the 10-11 forms. The number of hours per week is 30-36. 

In recent years, a variety of types and kinds of schools at the basic level of secondary education has increased significantly. All schools are responsible for the development of basic programs, a certificate, obtained by a graduate is recognized in all regions of Russia and the CIS republics. Early specialization is available for gymnasiums and lyceums.

2.4. Higher Education
Reforms in the national higher education began in 1992 with the adoption of the Federal Law "About Education". It legitimized the new concept for us: Bachelor, Master, multi-level system. But, without breaking the existing system, preserved and incorporated into the new and old, single-stage system of training specialists, giving universities to decide - what program to use to prepare graduates. This gave universities and students new opportunities and made some of the complexities associated with the choice. 

Levels (or, as they say, steps) of higher education are identified in the Federal Law "On Higher and Postgraduate Vocational Education", adopted in 1996. In accordance with this law the university education consists of three stages: 

• First stage: incomplete higher education with a term of 2or 3 years, 

• Second stage: basic university (bachelor) with 4-year training, 

• The third stage - it is more complex: for it to fall into the former model - "graduate" with a term of 5 years of training and the new - "Master" with a term of 6 years of training. 

And now - more about bachelor - who he is. In the current education system it is a graduate of the university, who has received a basic higher education (or, in the terminology of SES, education, according to some chosen direction). It sounds complicated, but it means a very simple thing - he has received fundamental training without any specialization - in fact studied a total of 4 years. And then what do graduates do? The answer to the question is in the article 6 of the Act - to hold all those positions for which their qualification requirements provided for the existence of higher education. And what about specialization? Let's see where it is taken. First, you can specialize, working in practice under the guidance of an experienced in a specific narrow field specialist. What to do if you got after college in a place where there are no such specialists? (Just so often applies in many areas with specialists in the field of law, commerce, management and other specialties, "hunger" which for a long time will not be satisfied). In the worst case, to continue to “nibble granite” of Sciences yourself - if the institution has given you a really fundamental basic training - must cope. But of course it is better to do it in the education system - that's why it is multilevel. 

Secondly - to continue training in a program of the third level. Here you have a choice - if you decide to qualify "graduate", the study should have 1 year (subject to matching programs actually training "at the desk" lasts 1 semester, followed by the independent work - certification of). But the best way for a bachelor to the tops of qualifications - Master's Degree. Education in it lasts 2 years and ends with the protection of the exhaust work - Master's thesis and, accordingly, with the awarding of master's degree. 

What makes this variety of possibilities? It is a matter of personal choice of educational trajectory. And here we note only the dignity of choice as bachelor-level training: 

1. This type of skill (as opposed to "graduate" is accepted by the international classification and is understandable to employers around the world), 

2. Basic Training allows, if necessary, to change the profession more easily. The fact is that according to the state educational standards, the training of bachelors in different directions is arranged so that they allow going to one of a "fan" incompatible professions only a year. (For comparison: the graduate, trained on a rigid 5-year program "specialist" will have to get a new profession for the second program of higher education for 2 - 2.5 years). 

3. In just 4 years after admission, you are ready for professional activities, i.e. you can gain economic independence. 

And another thing: in case of change a profession a graduate, having a qualification of an "expert" gets  a second degree, as it is, by law, always paid. Bachelor at the same time, doing a master's in profile, is continuing education of the third level program – i.e. free (of course, if the contest will be held on the budget places). 

And, finally, a job abroad. In many jobs overseas employer invites just bachelors, even without specifying the direction of training. Paradox? - No, just for the so-called office work, he needs just an educated man who knows how to handle information with people, who is able to produce various documents and simply is not stupid. All these qualifications are available to a person with a bachelor's degree.
3. The systems of education in Russia and the UK.
           The education system in Russia is also elite, as in Britain, but their logical sequence, assessment and qualification of education is different. Let's address to the system of knowledge in Russia, technical training colleges, technical schools, high schools. The school, till 1917 Russian, then Soviet, now again Russian for more than hundred years of the mass development has generated one of the best in the world system of the maintenance of the general secondary education. So let’s ask the question: “Why is the production of our enterprises non-competitive in most cases in the world markets?” Certainly, it is possible to explain this phenomenon by lacks of our internal policy, economy, lacks of the organization of manufacture etc. But after all, politicians, economists, engineers and workers studied at our Russian schools, technical training colleges, technical schools, high schools and are their pupils. Therefore the national education system bears direct responsibility for a country condition.  
As for the level of knowledge of graduates, our educational institutions, apparently, are not worse nearly, and, perhaps, are even better, than in the majority of the countries of the world. For example, preparation in mathematics and in the basic technical subjects gives us huge advantages before other countries. 
The results of International Mathematical Olympiad show that Russian students have been among leaders for the last 9 years (see Appendix 2).
But if there are no problems with knowledge - then why at home we cannot make competitive production? For this purpose it is necessary to address to abilities, considering abilities in a broad sense - as personal qualities of the person, as ability to active productive activity. And here it appears that British students are able to do something that Russian students cannot do. And the problems here are educational. We will try to consider them on points:
· First of all, it is Russian irresponsibility. Graduates of the Russian educational institutions frequently can, but do not wish to perform the work qualitatively. But in European school exclusively great attention is paid to independent works of pupils and therefore reception of a qualitative end-product.
· Second, it is creativity. It is necessary to develop it. And  the actual problem of all Russian schools - from a kindergarten to high schools - to do the utmost to accustom pupils, students in all classes, on all subjects  to observe technology requirements strictly. Because any efficiency work and invention will give advantage only when they are carefully proved, checked up, have passed tests.
·  The third point is impracticality. At high level of theoretical preparation which gives domestic general educational and vocational schools, neither that, nor another does not accustom Russian pupils and students to use the received theoretical knowledge in practical activities. That is, their knowledge is impractical. International researches of quality of education (PISA, for example) show that most of Russian students cannot apply the theoretical knowledge in practical activities in different subjects: mathematics, reading and sciences. That’s why Russian students prove a low level of development of mathematical, scientific and reading skills (see Appendix 3).The main peculiarity of PISA researches is that it is not aimed at the determination of the level of school knowledge of the students but at the estimation of competencies, that is the ability to use their knowledge and skills in live situations. 6154 students from 210 educational institutions took part in PISA-2006. The competence of a great number of them is estimated on the second and third levels, it means that most of our pupils have basic knowledge and skills and can solve simple tasks. Only a little amount of pupils have a high level of literacy and can analyze problems, connect information from different subjects, etc.
Russian and British education systems are different in methodologies of teaching. For example, in the British system, the system is aimed at students, but in Russia the system itself is built around a teacher. In Russia, the traditional teaching conducted on the basis of a large number of classroom hours, whereas in the UK education system is focused on the results, i.e., on the active student’s comprehension and conquest of a particular set of knowledge and skills. In this regard, a significant portion of training time of students - up to 70% should be spent on independent work. This feature of British education is substantial and becomes even more important at the level of Master's programs. 

This raises the reasonable question: Do not the students stop going to the lectures? In British universities nobody makes the students attend lectures or computer rooms, but students are provided with educational resources of the University round the clock. 

Thanks to modern technology the opportunities of personal contact of teachers and students increase. One British teacher conducted an experiment: he completely replaced the virtual lectures, and contact hours have been spent on discussions and workshops; the teacher himself at the same time acted as a facilitator. The experiment proved very effective: the results of studies of students improved. Isn’t the role of the teacher reduced? Students themselves believe that, on the contrary, it increases. Lectures become exclusive performances, where the focus is on the knowledge, and personal human charm, as well. 

In the table below you can see some differences between the education systems in the UK and Russia:
	The British system
	The Russian system 



	The volume of knowledge vs. the result

	Focuses on measurable results, i.e. on the defined set of acquired knowledge and skills. 


	Is determined by the content of the curriculum (mechanical records the number of hours per course), by virtue of the results incalculable.

	The system focuses on the student. 


	The system is built around a teacher.

	The development of self-study skills (2 / 3 of time a student spends on independent work) 


	36-hour study week is compulsory.

	Degree / qualifications framework

	Five levels: 

Three-level undergraduate course + two levels of postgraduate training 

· Level 1 - Certificate (Level C); 

· Level 2 - Intermediate Foundation Degree (I), Diploma of Higher Education; 

· Level 3 - (H), BA degree, certificate or diploma; 

· Level 4 - Master (M level), a Master's degree, certificate and diploma graduates of higher educational institutions; 

· Level 5 - Doctor (D level), doctoral degree.
	Five levels: 

Three levels of higher professional education: 

· incomplete higher education 

· Bachelor's degree 

· Master's Degree / Diploma 

Two levels of postgraduate degrees: 

· pre-doctoral degree (degree of a candidate). 

· doctoral degree (degree of a doctor).



Analysis of the literature suggests that the British model of education has several advantages compared with Russia's educational system, namely: 

• a child learns from an early age an individual plan in accordance with the selected subjects; 

• accordingly, he studies what he likes and what is easier for him, and most importantly - what determines his future; 

• the child becomes more responsible and independent for many reasons, mainly, because of the training program, which involves independent decision-making and show initiative; 

• British system of knowledge assessment takes into accounts not only the results of exams passed, either GCSE or A-level, but also performance during training and participation in school life. According to indicators such assessment is more objective, especially when you consider how many students worry during exams; 

• there are no classes in our understanding: the child attends classes in the selected object. There he meets new friends who are interested in the same subject - so it will be easier to find common interests with your child; 

• a child can learn and go in for sports, art or music in the same school, thus saving time and saturated to the day; 

• modules combine theory, research and practice; 

• efforts focused on learning rather than teaching; the goal is the motivation of students for independent learning; 

• practical significance is achieved by tying knowledge to real life through the use of various teaching methods such as simulation, analysis of teaching case studies, discussions with employers round the table and role-playing games; 

• universities focus on the needs of the labor market; 

• a close link of universities with the business community; 

• active research; 

• mediated state control by specialized agencies; 

• adult students will have more responsibility for their own learning and be able to use existing skills and knowledge as a basis for further learning. 

I conducted a survey of people of different ages (13-14 years and 30-40 years) (see Appendix 4). I interviewed 108 people: 30 of them were over 30 years, and 78 people were at the age of 13 - 14 years. The results of the survey lead to the conclusion that the education system in Britain has more advantages:
· 90% of people at the age of 13 and 14, and 60% of those who are over 30 said that the English language is important in the international field of business. 

· The majority of Russian teenagers think that our school does not provide high level of the English language and most of the adults think so, too.
· Most of the teenagers from my school believe that it is possible to enter a British university after graduating from Russian schools. But a great number of grown up people disagree with it. As for me, I think that for entering a British university after graduating from comprehensive schools a special training is necessary.

· Besides most young people think that it is possible to get an international education after  graduating from school in Russia and only some grown – ups agree with them.
Conclusion.
In my research work, I studied the systems of education in Great Britain and in Russia. I realized once again that having chosen this topic for study, I learned many new and interesting things about the education system in the UK. Proceeding from the literature I studied, I can say that the education system in the UK and Russia differ. They have strengths and weaknesses, but I think that the British system has more benefits, although it has its drawbacks. 

I think that, in general, I was able to solve the problem set for me and to explain the purpose and the predominant choice of the British school. The tasks assigned to me, have been realized, and I am very glad. At the beginning of my work we got the problem of lack of modern literature, so we had to use the services of Internet. 

While writing the work I used the following methods: analytical method, the method of comparison, questioning, and they also took their effect. 

One of the important stages of my work was to conduct a questionnaire among people of different age groups, whose goal was to determine the popularity of the education system in the UK and find out the strengths and weaknesses of Russian and British schools. The results of the questionnaire somehow surprised me. Through questioning, I found out what education system students choose and why; what this or that system of education can give them, why they are different, etc. And I can say that the students of our school would prefer a system of education in the UK. In their view, the British system is better than Russian in many ways. For example, even the fact that parents of students trust the system of education in the UK, and they agree to invest because know what to pay for, proves it.
Appendix 1
The system of education in Russia.
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Appendix 2
The results of International Mathematical Olympiads
	Year
	1st place
	2nd place
	3rd place

	2009
	China (221)
	Japan (212)
	Russia (203)



	2008
	China (217)
	Россия (199)
	The USA(190)



	2007
	Russia (184)
	China (181)
	Vietnam and South Korea (168)

	2006
	China (214)
	Russia (174)
	Korea (170)

	2005
	China (235)
	The USA (213)
	Russia        (212)

	2004
	China (220)
	The USA(212)
	Russia(205)



	2002
	China(212)
	Russia (204)
	The USA(171)



	2001
	China(225)
	Russia and the USA (196)




Appendix3

The results of PISA-2006
Table1.                  The results of scientific knowledge
	Countries the average points of which is much higher than the average point among OEEC
	Countries the average point of which is the same as the average point among OEEC
	Countries the average point of which is much lower than the average point among OEEC

	Finland, Hong-kong, Canada, Taiwan, Estonia, Japan, Australia, Netherlands, Korea, Great Britain, the Czech Republic, Austria, China, Germany.
	Hungary, Sweden, Poland, Denmark, France


	Horvatiya, Iceland, the USA, Uruguay, Latvia, Slovakia. Spain, Lithuania, Norway, Luxembourg, Russia, Italy, Portugal, Greece, Israel, Serbiya, Turkey, Mexico




Table 2                    The place of Russia in the chart
	Destination of researches
	PISA-2006

(from 57 countries)
	PISA-2003

(from 40 countries)

	Scientifical literacy
Mathematical  literacy 

Reading literacy 


	33-38
32–36 
29–31


	29–31
32–34



Table 3                  
The levels of literacy among Russian students (%)
	Destination of PISA researches 
	The levels of scientifical and mathematical  literacy

	
	6-th
(the  highest) 
	5 - th
	4 - th 
	3-rd
	2-nd
(the basic)
	1-st
	Lower the 
1-st

	Scientifical literacy

	0,5 
	3,7
	15,1
	28,3
	30,2
	17,0
	5,2

	Mathematical  literacy 


	1,7 


	5,7
	14,7
	24,2
	27,0
	17,6
	9,1

	
	The levels of reading literacy

	Reading literacy 


	5-th (the  highest) 


	4-th
	3-rd
	2-nd
(the basic)
	1-st
	Lower than the
1-st

	
	1,7

	9,0
	24,0
	30,0
	21,7
	13,6


Appendix 4
Data survey on the topic: “The popularity of British education among Russian students”.
	Age category
	The importance of the English language in the international field of business
	The provision of high level of the English language in Russian schools 
	The possibility of entering a British university after graduating from school in Russia
	The possibility to get an international university education after  graduating from school in Russia



	13-14 years
	Yes - 90%; No-10%.
	Yes - 5%; No - 95%.
	Yes - 70%; No- 30%.
	Yes - 20%; No- 80%.

	over 30 years
	Yes - 60%; No - 40%.
	Yes - 25%; No - 75%.
	Yes - 30%; No- 70%.
	Yes - 40%; No - 60%.



Bibliographic list
1. Klementyeva. T Monk. B. Happy English - "Bustard" 1997.

     2. Nikanorova.O.N. Education in Britain / / Foreign languages in the
         School № 2 - 2000, page 81-84

Sites Internet:

       3. uni-versity.info/Oxford/
                 4. www.educationvoyage.org/
                 5. www.estudy.ru/obuchenie_v_velikobritanii/
                 6. uk.itec-group.ru/
                 7. www.centeroko. ru/pisa06/pisa06_res.htm).
University, institute, academy.





Higher education





Secondary school, lyceum, gymnasia, vocational school, technical secondary school,


специальн.шк.         





Secondary education





Elementary school, lyceum, gymnasia)





Primary education





Pre-school education


(nursery, kindergarten)








PAGE  
28

