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Introduction
Not long ago I have read in one of the magazines that on the 18th of November, 2008, the famous Mickey Mouse celebrated its 80th birthday. This fact surprised me greatly. I asked my classmates, junior and senior pupils of my school, my teachers and some other people about Mickey Mouse and his “father” and found out that practically nobody can tell me much about them. However Mickey Mouse and other Disney cartoons are very popular. I think that Walt Disney produced the most magical movies ever made. He was a cartoonist who made the world fall in love with a large-eared mouse, a scheming duck, and many other animal characters. 
In the Encyclopaedia Britannica I have read that Walter Elias Disney was an Academy Award-winning American film producer, director, screenwriter, animator, entrepreneur and philanthropist. Disney is famous for his influence in the field of entertainment during the twentieth century. As the co-founder (with his brother Roy O. Disney) of Walt Disney Productions, Disney became one of the best-known motion-picture producers in the world. 

So the aim of my work is: to try to understand the secret of popularity of Mickey Mouse and other Disney’s cartoon characters and to learn about Disney’s contribution in American and world culture.

The Way to the Dream
Walt Disney was born on December 5, 1901 in Chicago but his parents didn’t like this large and noisy city. In 1906, when Walt was four, Elias and his family moved to a farm in Marceline, Missouri. In Marceline, Disney developed his love for drawing. One of their neighbours, a retired doctor named "Doc" Sherwood, paid him to draw pictures of Sherwood's horse, Rupert. The Disneys remained in Marceline for four years before moving to Kansas City in 1911. In Kansas City Walt deliverednewspapers and on Sunday mornings took classes in painting and drawing at the Kansas City Art Institute. In 1917 Walt moved to Chicago, worked at the post-office and took classes at Chicago’s Academy of Fine Arts. Some of his teachers were cartoonists on the Chicago newspapers. They drew comic pictures and sketches of politicians and people in the news. They also put short comments to make fun of them. Walt’s father, Elias Disney, did not understand his son’s fascination with the world of entertainment and did not like his ambition to become a cartoonist.
    In 1917, Walt’s father and moved his family back to Chicago. In autumn Disney began his freshman year at McKinley High School and began taking night courses at the Chicago Art Institute. Disney became the cartoonist for the school newspaper. His cartoons were very patriotic, they were focused on World War I. Disney dropped out of high school at the age of sixteen because he wanted to join the Army, but he was too young. Walt and one of his friends decided to join the Red Cross. He was sent to France for a year, where he was an ambulance driver up to the end of the war.
   In 1919, Walt moved back to Kansas City to begin his artistic career. His brother Roy worked at a bank in the area and got a job for him at the Pesmen-Rubin Art Studio. There Disney created ads for newspapers, magazines, and movie theaters. There he met a cartoonist named Ubbe Iwerks. Both of them became close friends and decided to start their own art business.
     In January 1920, Disney and Iwerks formed a company called, "Iwerks-Disney Commercial Artists". However, following a rough start, Iwerks left temporarily to earn money at Kansas City Film Ad Company. Disney soon joined Iwerks at the Kansas City Film Ad Company. While working for the Kansas City Film Ad Company, Disney took up an interest in the field of animation, and decided to become an animator. Walt then decided to open his own animation business, and recruited a fellow co-worker, Fred Harman, as his first employee. Walt and Harman made a deal with the local theater owner Frank L. Newman to show their cartoons — which they titled "Laugh-O-Grams" — at his local theater.
   By 1923 Hollywood had become a company town, and movie makers started coming there. Walt came to Hollywood, asked for work, but there were no cartoonists to help him. He went back to New York where the animation business was centered at that time. There he recruited some art students to make cartoons and found a distributor. But the man ran off with the money made from their cartoons. Walt decided to go to California and start all over again.
   In Hollywood Walt rented an old camera and a garage which he turned into a small studio. Walt’s brother Roy lived in Los Angeles at that time. He was good with money and they became partners. Disney and his brother pooled their money to set up a cartoon studio in Hollywood. Walt believed that “Alice in Wonderland which was begun in Kansas City could be a good start for him in cartoon business. And he made a cartoon with the name “Alice in Cartoonland”. In it Alice was played by a real person (Virginia Davis) and inhabitants of Cartoonland were all animated. It was an unusual and original idea. Cartoons had never had real people in them before. Needing to find a distributor Disney sent an unfinished print to New York distributor, who wrote back to him quickly. She was interested in a distribution deal with Disney for more live-action/animated shorts based upon Alice's Wonderland. 
   Now Walt made a series of “Alice” cartoons and needed help. In 1925 he hired some cartoonists, one of them was a young woman named Lilian Bounds. She had to ink and paint celluloid. Lilian was fond of cartooning and spent many hours after work talking with Walt Disney about his ideas. After a short period of dating her, the two got married the same year. Later Virginia Davis (the live-action star of Alice’s Wonderland) and her family moved at Disney's request from Kansas City to Hollywood. So did Ub Iwerks and his family. This was the beginning of the Disney Brothers' Studio. It was situated on Hyperion Avenue in the Silver Lake district, where the studio would remain until 1939.

The disributor from New York asked for new cartoons. The new series, Oswald the Lucky Rabbit, was an almost instant success. Its character, Oswald which was drawn and created by Ub Iwerks became a popular figure. But after some time Disney knew that the rights to this series don’t belong to him. Of course, it was a great shock for Disney but he was not dicouraged. 
The Appearance of Mickey Mouse
                     "I only hope that we don't lose sight of one thing - that it was all started by a mouse."

                                                                                                            (Walt Disney) 
      After losing the rights to Oswald, Disney needed a new character. He based the character on a mouse he had adopted as a pet while working in a Kansas City studio. Ub Iwerks reworked on the sketches made by Disney so that it was easier to animate it. Mickey's voice and personality was provided by Disney. As many of the old animators have commented, “Ub designed Mickey's physical appearance, but Walt gave him his soul”. A similar mouse-character is seen in Alice Comedies which featured a mouse named Ike the Mouse, and the first Flip the Frog cartoon called Fiddlesticks, which showed a Mickey Mouse look-alike playing fiddle. The first films were animated by Ub Iwerks and his name was featured on the title cards. The mouse was originally named "Mortimer", but later christened "Mickey Mouse" by Lillian Disney who thought that the name Mortimer did not fit. Mortimer later became the name of Mickey's rival for Minnie, who was taller than Mickey and had a Brooklyn accent.
       The first animated short with Mickey in it was titled, Plane Crazy, which was, like all of Disney's previous works, a silent film. Walt did not find a distributor for Plane Crazy or its follow-up, The Galloping Gaucho, but that didn’t stop him. Disney created a Mickey cartoon with sound called Steamboat Willie. A businessman named Pat Powers provided Disney with both distribution and Cinephone, a sound-synchronization process. Steamboat Willie became an instant success, and Plane Crazy, The Galloping Gaucho, and all future Mickey cartoons were released with soundtracks. Disney himself provided the vocal effects for the earliest cartoons and performed as the voice of Mickey Mouse until 1946. After the release of Steamboat Willie, Walt Disney would continue to successfully use sound in all of his future cartoons, and Cinephone became the new distributor for Disney's early sound cartoons as well. By January 1930 Walt Disney had created 12 Mickey Mouse cartoons. Mickey soon eclipsed Felix the Cat as the world's most popular cartoon character. By 1930, Felix, now in sound, had faded from the screen, as his sound cartoons failed to draw attention. Mickey's popularity grew quickly in the early 1930s.
     Later Walt Disney set up his own movie company. He had clear ideas of what he wanted and of what would succeed with the public. One day Disney found out that his cartoon character could bring big profits. A businessman from New York offered Walt Disney 300$ for the right to place the image of Mickey Mouse on pens. Disney agreed to it because he needed money at that time. After that the image of Mickey Mouse could be seen everywhere: on cups and plates, towels and toothbrushes, copybooks and pencil-cases, watches, wallpaper and other goods for children.

   In 1930 the first series of comics about Mickey Mouse appeared. So in the early 1930s Mickey's popularity grew tremendously. The fun club of Mickey Mouse had more than 1 million members in 1932. In 1935, Walt Disney received a special medal from the League of Nations for creation of Mickey Mouse. The League of Nations proclaimed Mickey Mouse the international symbol of good will. Mary Pickford declared Mickey Mouse her favourite star. In London, in Madam Tussaud’s museum, you can see Mickey exhibited in wax. Mrs. Franklin Delano Roosevelt wrote to Walt Disney from the White House: “My husband is one of the devotees of Mickey Mouse. Please believe that we are most grateful to you for many delightful evenings.”

    Little by little Mickey was becoming the national symbol of America. During the World War II Mickey was chosen as the mascot of many army groups. Newspapers published comics in which the beloved character was fighting with the enemy bravely. The key words for the beginning of the allies’ landing in Normandy were “Mickey Mouse”.

A cheerful Mickey went on to star in more than 100 cartoon shorts and movies. Created by Disney, Mickey usually was drawn by animator Ub Iwerks. Mickey became the trademark for Walt Disney Productions (now the Walt Disney Company) in 1964. In 1932 Disney received an honorary award from the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences for creating Mickey. In France, Mickey is known as Michel Souris; in Japan, as Miki Kuchi; in Spain, as Miguel Ratonocito; and in Denmark, as Mikkel Mus.

The last Mickey Mouse cartoon with drawn characters was made in1995. New times brought in new technologies. In the year 2004 Disney Studio presented a new cartoon Mickey’s Twice Upon a Christmas in which we can meet 3-D Mickey.
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Walt Disney said: "When people laugh at Mickey Mouse, it's because he's so human; and that is the secret of his popularity." 

And I would like to add that when you watch Mickey Mouse and other Disney cartoons you get a lot of excitement. They are for family audiences who know that good will triumph in the end. The famous Disney signature guarantees it.

              I have also learnt some other unusual facts about Mickey Mouse:
· During the president’s elections people find bulletins with all the given names crossed out and the name of Mickey Mouse added. So each time about 1% of Americans elect Mickey Mouse their president.

· If you want to offend any American politician tell him he has the ideas like Mickey Mouse had.

· The experts say that the popularity of Mickey Mouse and Walt Disney brands is equal to the popularity of McDonald’s and Coca Cola.

· In 2004 the Forbes magazine declared Mickey Mouse the most profitable cartoon character
· There is  a tulip flower named Mickey Mouse

In our days in one of his films the famous film “Save the Private Rayan” its director Steven Spielberg showed a very unusual episode. The Americans took a German soldier prisoner and he was made to dig his own grave. While digging, he says: “I love Mickey Mouse”. These words have a great effect on the Americans and save his life. 

In 1994 after the Winter Olympic Games in Lillyhammer there was an awful situation. The famous Disney Company which sponsored an outstanding figure-skater Nancy Carigan was shocked by her words. The company organized a great and colourful parade in Disneyland. Standing near Mickey Mouse and other cartoon characters Nancy said that she was tired of Mickey and that silly show. All people were shocked: newspapers, radio and magazines made Nancy to apologize for her words. Because it is impossible to be an American and not to love Mickey Mouse!
Further Success
Later another great invention was made in the world of cinema – the colour movies appeared. And Walt Disney decided to make a colour cartoon. He filmed “Flowers and Trees” in colour. It won an Academy Award as the best cartoon in 1931. Walt’s fame and business were steadily growing. After many years he decided to make a full-length cartoon movie “Snow White and Seven Dwarfs”. It took him many years to make it and cost a lot of money. But the cartoon was a success and it brought Disney another Academy Award. It was recognized as a significant screen innovation which has charmed millions and pioneered a great new entertainment field. After “Snow White” Walt made many long animated films such as “Bambi”, “Pinocchio”, and the musical “Fantasia”, “Cinderella”, “Alice in Wonderland” and others.
Instead of making animated films only Disney now decided to make movies about real animals titled True-Life Adventures. Walt sent some photographers to the Aleutian Islands in Alaska to watch and photograph seals. Later they made a film “On Seal Island” (1948). No one had ever seen a nature film like this before. Later Walt Disney made more nature films, including “Beaver Valley” and “The Living Desert”.

During the mid-1950s, Disney produced a number of educational films on the space programme in collaboration with NASA rocket designer Wernher von Braun: Man in Space and Man and the Moon in 1955, and Mars and Beyond in 1957.

Walt Disney made films with real actors in real situations. Among them were films “The Shaggy Dog”, “The Parent Trap”, “The Absent-minded Professor”, and “The Swiss Family Robinson”. In 1964 Walt Disney produced one of his greatest successes “Mary Poppins”.

Disneyland, Disneyworld and Other Projects
During 1949, Disney and his family moved to a new home on a large piece of property in the Holmby Hills district of Los Angeles, California. With the help of his, owners of their own backyard railroad, Disney developed blueprints and immediately set to work on creating a miniature live steam railroad for his backyard. The name of the railroad, Carolwood Pacific Railroad, originated from the address of his home that was located on Carolwood Drive. The railroad was half-mile long. He named the miniature working steam locomotive Lilly Belle in his wife's honor. 
For years Walt thought about creating a perfect amusement park. He wanted it to have everything that people dreamt about. He decided to call it Disneyland. Walt realized that he needed a lot of money so he went to television to earn it. The ABC (American Broadcasting Company) agreed to give him a one-hour TV programme called Disneyland which became very successful. After 1955, the show, Disneyland came to be known as Walt Disney Presents. The show transformed from black-and-white to color in 1961 and changed its name to Walt Disney's Wonderful World of Color, and later to The Wonderful World of Disney. 
On a business trip to Chicago in the late 1940s, Disney drew sketches of his ideas for an amusement park. He imagined that his employees would spend time with their children in it. He got his idea for a children's theme park after visiting Children's Fairyland in Oakland, California. This plan was originally meant for a plot situated south of the Studio, across the street. The original ideas developed into a concept for a larger enterprise that was to become Disneyland. Disney spent five years of his life developing Disneyland and created a new subsidiary of his company to carry out the planning and production of the park. A small group of Disney studio employees joined the Disneyland development project as engineers and planners, and were called Imagineers.

In 1951, Herb Ryman created the first aerial drawing of future Disneyland which was presented by Walt Disney to the Bank of America asking for funds. When describing one of his earliest plans to Herb Ryman, Disney said, "Herbie, I just want it to look like nothing else in the world. And it should be surrounded by a train." Entertaining his daughters and their friends and taking them for rides on his Carolwood Pacific Railroad in his backyard had inspired Disney to include a railroad in the plans for Disneyland. 
Walt Disney opened the world’s first large theme park on July 17, 1955. It started a whole new world of fantasy and family fun. All Walt’s cartoon characters walked through the streets of Disneyland to greet its many visitors. The park became a great success, because its idea was very simple. It is a place for parents and their children to share pleasant times in one another’s company. It is also a place for teachers and pupils to discover better place of understanding and education. The entrance ticket to this amusement park was available for many people and it cost only $ 1 in 1955. 
Disney World was planned as a larger, more elaborate version of Disneyland which was to be called the Magic Kingdom. It would also have a number of golf courses and resort hotels. The heart of Disney World, however, was to be the Experimental Prototype City (or Community) of Tomorrow, or EPCOT for short. Disney died on December 15, 1966, a few years before the opening of his Walt Disney World Resort dream project in Florida. Roy O. Disney continued to carry out the Florida project, insisting that the name be changed to Walt Disney World in honor of his brother.

Disney was also a great philanthropist. In his later years, Disney devoted a lot of time to funding The California Institute of Arts (CalArts). It was formed in 1961 through a merger of the Los Angeles Conservatory of Music and the Chouinard Art Institute, which had helped in the training of the animation staff during the 1930s. When Disney died, one-fourth of his estate went towards CalArts, which helped in building its campus. In his will, Disney paved the way for creation of several charitable trusts which included one for the California Institute of the Arts and other for the Disney Foundation. He also donated 38 acres of the Golden Oaks ranch in Valencia for the school to be built on. CalArts moved onto the Valencia campus in 1971.

Today, Walt Disney's animation and motion picture studios and theme parks have developed into a multi-billion dollar television, motion picture, vacation destination and media corporation that carry his name. The Walt Disney Company today owns, among other assets, five vacation resorts, eleven theme parks, two water parks, thirty-nine hotels, eight motion picture studios, six record labels, eleven cable television networks, and one terrestrial television network. As of 2007, the company has an annual income of over U.S. $35 billion.

Сonclusion
      I have found out that Disney is known not only as a film producer and a popular showman but also as an innovator in animation and theme-park design. Besides he and his men created a number of the world's most famous fictional characters, including the one many consider Disney's alter ego, Mickey Mouse. He received fifty-nine Academy Award nominations and won twenty-six Oscars, including a record four in one year. He holds the record for the individual with the most awards and the most nominations. He also won seven Emmy Awards. More than that, he managed to carry out his idea of creating Disneyland and Walt Disney World Resort theme parks in the United States, which are named after him. Theme parks have spread across the world in Paris, Japan and very soon Hong Kong. It is almost impossible to walk around any city and not see Mickey Mouse in some shape or form. Disney’s idea has been copied around the world by thousands of others, all wanting to make money from the riches in this money-making industry. An amazing 515 million fun seekers have since visited Disneyland. It has become one of the most famous and well-known brands in history. It has created everything from blockbuster movies to goods for children. Finally, Disney is famous for his influence in the field of entertainment during the twentieth century. From the early 1960s, the Disney Empire was a great success, and Walt Disney Productions had established itself as the world's leading producer of family entertainment. 
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Appendix
Disney’s Honours
· In 1935, Walt received a special medal from the League of Nations for creation of Mickey Mouse. 

· Walt Disney was the Head of Pageantry for the 1960 Winter Olympics. 
· Walt Disney received the Legion de Honneur in France in 1935. 14, 1964.
· On September 14, 1966, President Johnson presented Disney the Medal of Freedom at the White house.
Walt Disney received the Congressional Gold Medal on May 24, 1968 
Walt Disney got a star on the Anaheim Walk of Stars. The star was awarded in honor of Disney's significant contributions to the city of Anaheim, California, which is now the Disneyland Resort. The star is located at the pedestrian entrance to the Disneyland Resort on Harbor Boulevard.

On December 6, 2006, California Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger and First Lady Maria Shriver inducted Walt Disney into the California Hall of Fame located at The California Museum of History, Women and Arts.

The Walt Disney Concert Hall in Los Angeles, California, opened in 2003, was named in his honor.

A minor planet 4017 Disneya discovered in 1980 by Soviet astronomer Lyudmila Georgievna Karachkina is named after him. 
The Awards

Walt Disney holds the records for number of Academy Award nominations (with fifty-nine) and number of awarded Oscars (twenty-six, below). Four of his Oscars were special awards, and one, his last, was granted posthumously.

· 1932: Best Short Subject, Cartoons for: Flowers and Trees (1932) 

· 1932: Honorary Award for: creation of Mickey Mouse. 

· 1934: Best Short Subject, Cartoons for: Three Little Pigs (1933) 

· 1935: Best Short Subject, Cartoons for: The Tortoise and the Hare (1934) 

· 1936: Best Short Subject, Cartoons for: Three Orphan Kittens (1935) 

· 1937: Best Short Subject, Cartoons for: The Country Cousin (1936) 

· 1938: Best Short Subject, Cartoons for: The Old Mill (1937) 

· 1939: Best Short Subject, Cartoons for: Ferdinand the Bull (1938) 

· 1938: Honorary Award for “The Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs” (1938) (the award was one statuette and seven miniature statuettes). The citation read: "For a significant screen innovation which has charmed millions and pioneered a great new entertainment field”. 
· 1940: Best Short Subject, Cartoons for: Ugly Duckling(1939) 

· 1941: Honorary Award for: Fantasia (1941), shared with: William E. Garity and J.N.A. Hawkins. The citation for the certificate of merit read: "For their outstanding contribution to the advancement of the use of sound in motion pictures through the production of Fantasia" 

· 1942: Best Short Subject, Cartoons for: Lend a Paw (1941) 

· 1943: Best Short Subject, Cartoons for: Der Fuehrer's Face (1942) 

· 1949: Best Short Subject, Two-reel for: Seal Island (1948) 

· 1949: Irving G. Thalberg Memorial Award 

· 1951: Best Short Subject, Two-reel for: Beaver Valley (1950) 

· 1952: Best Short Subject, Two-reel for: Nature's Half Acre (1951) 

· 1953: Best Short Subject, Two-reel for: Water Birds (1952) 

· 1954: Best Documentary, Features for: The Living Desert (1953) 

· 1954: Best Documentary, Short Subjects for: The Alaskan Eskimo (1953) 

· 1954: Best Short Subject, Cartoons for: Toot Whistle Plunk and Boom (1953) 

· 1954: Best Short Subject, Two-reel for: Bear Country (1953) 

· 1955: Best Documentary, Features for: The Vanishing Prairie (1954) 

· 1956: Best Documentary, Short Subjects for: Men Against the Arctic 

· 1959: Best Short Subject, Live Action Subjects for: Grand Canyon

· 1969: Best Short Subject, Cartoons for: Winnie the Pooh and the Blustery Day 

The Image of Mickey Is Changed Several Times:

     1929 – he pronounces his first words: “Hot dogs!” (“Karnival Kid”) 1929 – the first cartoon where Mickey wears white gloves (“Opry House”) 

  1935 – the last Mickey cartoon in black and white (“Mickey’s Kangaroo”) and the first Mickey  cartoon in colour (“The Band Concert”) 

 1941 – Mickey’s last appearance in his traditional red shorts
 2004 – the first 3-D Mickey cartoon.
On Mickey Mouse
"I only hope that we don't lose sight of one thing - that it was all started by a mouse." 

- 

"Mickey Mouse is, to me, a symbol of independence. He was a means to an end." 

- 

"When people laugh at Mickey Mouse, it's because he's so human; and that is the secret of his popularity." 

"He popped out of my mind onto a drawing pad 20 years ago on a train ride from Manhattan to Hollywood at a time when business fortunes of my brother Roy and myself were at lowest ebb and disaster seemed right around the corner."

"Born of necessity, the little fellow literally freed us of immediate worry. He provided the means for expanding our organization to its present dimensions and for extending the medium cartoon animation towards new entertainment levels. He spelled production liberation for us."

"We felt that the public, and especially the children, like animals that are cute and little. I think we are rather indebted to Charlie Chaplin for the idea. We wanted something appealing, and we thought of a tiny bit of a mouse that would have something of the wistfulness of Chaplin- a little fellow trying to do the best he could."

"The life and ventures of Mickey Mouse have been closely bound up with my own personal and professional life. It is understandable that I should have sentimental attachment for the little personage who played so big a part in the course of Disney Productions and has been so happily accepted as an amusing friend wherever films are shown around the world. He still speaks for mе and I still speak for him."
On Disneyland
"To all that come to this happy place: welcome. Disneyland is your land. Here age relives fond memories of the past, and here youth may savor the challenge and promise of the future. Disneyland is dedicated to the ideals, the dreams, and the hard facts that have created America... with hope that it will be a source of joy and inspiration to all the world."

"Biggest problem? Well, I'd say it's been my biggest problem all my life. MONEY. It takes a lot of money to make these dreams come true. From the very start it was a problem. Getting the money to open Disneyland. About seventeen million it took. And we had everything mortgaged including my personal insurance."

"It's no secret that we were sticking just about every nickel we had on the chance that people would really be interested in something totally new and unique in the field of entertainment."

"I don't want the public to see the world they live in while they're in the Park (Disneyland). I want to feel they're in another world."

"When we opened Disneyland, a lot of people got the impressions that it was a get-rich-quick thing, but they didn't realize that behind Disneyland was this great organization that I built here at the Studio, and they all got into it and we were doing it because we loved to do it."

"We did it (Disneyland), in the knowledge that most of the people I talked to thought it would be a financial disaster - closed and forgotten within the first year."

"I first saw the site for Disneyland back in 1953, In those days it was all flat land - no rivers, no mountains, no castles or rocket ships - just orange groves, and a few acres of walnut trees."

"It's something that will never be finished. Something that I can keep developing...and adding to."

"Disneyland will never be completed. It will continue to grow as long as there is imagination left in the world."

"We believed in our idea - a family park where parents and children could have fun- together."

"Disneyland is a work of love. We didn't go into Disneyland just with the idea of making money."

"Disneyland is the star, everything else is in the supporting role."

"Disneyland is a show."

"It has that thing - the imagination, and the feeling of happy excitement- I knew when I was a kid."
.
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