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Introduction 
                    Every modern person should acquire certain knowledge in the field of social culture. It is necessary to see and to understand that all nations are different, but at the same time they have much in common. If you know the peculiarities of national stereotypes you are a modern educated person and who can be tolerant to the representatives of other nationalities. 
The theme of the research:  National stereotypes of the British and Russians.  
The aim of the research: To investigate and compare national stereotypes of the English and Russians, to know more about character, traditions, manners, and customs; to enrich my own vocabulary.

The object of the research: the national stereotypes of the English and the Russians.
The subject of the research: the comparison of the national stereotypes of the English and the Russians.
 Practical aims: to create tips for those who is going to travel abroad, to make a glossary, which gives definitions on the topic “National stereotypes”.
Methods of the research: literature review, investigative, comparative, linguistic and contextual analyses.
This work can be used at the lessons of the English language, history, social studies and at the elective course. Our research can help to form the real image of the national character and culture of different people. It can also help developing tolerance in international relations. Besides our research is of great help for those who is going to have good communication skills.  
Part 1. National characters and national stereotypes 

1.1 Interaction of the “national character” and the “national stereotype” 
                                      It’s a small world.

                                                              So many men so many minds.

       To know the nation better you should know a lot of things about it.

           God made us all different and not similar to each other. We may have different colours of skin, speak different languages, eat different food, and have different views on life, nevertheless we have to remember that at the same time we are all unique, and therefore have to learn to live together in peace. 

           As Thomas Kempis (1380-1471) noticed “First keep the peace within yourself, then you can also bring peace to others”.

          Our negative attitude towards people of other nationalities becomes bigger and bigger. A problem can’t appear out of nothing; it certainly has a foundation. And what is it? How do we come from common situations to slogans like “Russia for Russians” and Moscow for Muscovites”? There are a number of elements which are leading to what we now have in our society. 

          First of all, I think the most important is the growth of distrust in people of other nationalities. We begin to forget that not all people who are foreigners are bad and not all Russians are good. There are just bad and good people in the world and it doesn’t depend on ethnicity. 

         The second reason is personal experience. We are made so that we remember bad and unpleasant things longer. As a result negative feelings from just one episode may be transferred to racial hatred.

        The third reason, to my mind, is because big cities are overcrowded. The city can’t take as many as would like to live there. The immigration to big cities and prosperous countries from day to day is higher and higher. So long queues, crowds of people in the streets, and overfull buses make us feel like fish in sardine tins. Certainly in this situation native residents are not pleased by lots of newcomers. At the same time such “guests”, I mean the newcomers; claim a place to work here. They are often in extreme conditions; they have nobody to rely on, to help them. So they are more ambitious and succeed quickly. As a result, they are often much more successful. And the country natives don’t like it. 

           When a citizen who has a common wage watches a man prosper who some years before came from a remote area with nothing in his pocket, he feels spite, and later he may wreak his anger on another visitor. Because people feel that they are weak, they try to defend themselves and the best protection is attack. It is in the human blood to protect oneself from strangers. So there is a great difference between us. Why is it so?  If things continue like this, what shall we see in the future?  What will our planet be like?

 The answer is we should break the barriers, we should expand the world. We all should realize that this problem can’t wait and we have to find both immediate and long-term solutions now!

       To know the nation better you should know a lot of things about it.

The modern world is becoming smaller. More and more people can afford traveling abroad. More and more people learn English so as to communicate while traveling to other countries. As we know English has become the global language. But is it enough to know and to speak perfect English? Of course not! Speaking correct foreign language doesn’t mean to communicate successfully. You should know more than only language. You should know the culture of the country you visit. Language is not only a mode of communication, but it is also a means of transmitting culture. It means you should know more about the national stereotypes, about their customs, manners, traditions, their feelings and emotions.  
         National stereotypes are a part of human life. It is a question that has been discussed for years. The problem of national stereotypes is many-sided: it concerns culture, behavior, manners. It also concerns traditions, religious, customs and a lot of traits of the nation. Culture can be described as our everyday life, our education, languages we speak, official festivals, religion feasts and others. When we describe any nation we notice how people of this country interact how they say good morning and good bye, what makes them happy or sad. In other words what they do each day. But we should understand that there are two views of seeing nationality stereotypes. The first point of view – how the nation sees itself; the second – how the other nations see it.

         The majority of people have definite opinions of different nations and countries. A nation is a group of people who share common history and usually a language and usually, not always live at the same area. People that belong to various nations may differ and they always differ from one another. For example, the Germans are regarded as scientifically-minded and industrious, they're always considered solid, intelligent, mathematical, extremely nationalistic, arrogant and even aggressive. And, for instance, Jews are believed to be mercenary, industrious, shrewd, loyal to family, religious. There is a big amount of examples we can list about national character of different people.
The national stereotype is a common presentation or idea of one nation about the other or about itself. A nation is a group of people who share common history and usually a language and usually, not always live at the same area. Culture can be described as our everyday life: how we communicate, what makes us happy and sad. It also includes our language, religion, traditions, behavior, and the way of life.  People that belong to various nations may differ and they always differ from one another. There is a big amount of examples we can list about national character of different people. 

Here we should stop on the interaction of the “national stereotype” and “international character”. Both are the original portrait of the other nation. To my mind the most precise definition to this concept was given by S.G. Ter-Minasova. According to her, the national character is an original set of universal human features.
. S.G. Ter-Minasova examines the following sources of the national display: international anecdotes, classics, folklore, national languages, and mass media. 
National character doesn't describe the character of every person; it describes the character of people of nation in general. Every person has its own character, but according to the person's belonging to some nation many traits of character are similar and these features may be explained as the national character.
Proving the difference of the national stereotypes I want to compare Russian and English nations. There are a lot of features that vary.
1.2 Special features of the national British character
             Let’s take the English, for example. They consider themselves sportsmanlike, reserved, tradition-loving, conventional and intelligent. Besides, the British are said to be a polite and well-mannered people. They tend to be rather conservative and they love familiar things. It is well-known that the English are naturally polite and they are never tired of saying “Thank you”, “I’m sorry”, “If you please”, “You are welcome”, “I beg your pardon”. They always queue in a line waiting for a bus or a service at any office; they keep distance talking to a person staying at least an arm’s length away. Besides they don’t shake hands each time meeting their friends during the day: they simply smile and say hello. It’s important to say that the English don’t like to show emotions even in dangerous and tragic situations: people seem to remain good-tempered and cheerful under any difficulties. What’s more they don’t like any boasting or showing off in manners, clothes or speech.

            Every Englishman is said to be a countryman at heart. To this day a British family prefers a house with a fireplace and a pretty garden to a flat in a modern house. People who have been on a visit to Britain always notice such a fact: the English countryside is many things to many people. It stands for freshness, for leisure activities, fun, sports and games. About 44% of the population spend time gardening and no wonder: the climate is ideal for that. The British have a great passion for lawns   of grass which stay green throughout the year. The English are practical and realistic, prudent and careful about almost everything, that’s why everything is orderly: the lawns and the tree are neatly trimmed. 

          Tea-drinking is one more British tradition. Moreover the British are considered to be the world’s greatest tea drinkers. They like to drink tea with milk. They have their five-o’clock tea not only at home or in offices, but also in tea-rooms and tea-shops, which can be found in every town. The British drink it at meals and between meals. If you call on a friend you are likely to be told, “Oh, well just sit down and I’ll make you a nice cup of tea”. 

          But we shouldn’t forget that the British are a really existing nation and it’s intrinsic for them to feel pride, decency, anger, frustration and other emotions both positive and negative.  People’s behaviour is often unpredicted: those who were extremely polite a minute ago may become super angry. Rudeness and politeness are evident opposites of each other. No wonder they are different expressions of people’s character. A lot of people think that rudeness has nothing to do with the national stereotype of the British. Is that so? The answer is: The English can solve their problems with a cup of tea or as common people giving outlet their emotions and feelings. It’s one point of view. What about the others?
          It’s well-known that the British have a specific sense of humor. They say that they can't understand jokes and anecdotes of other nations not only because of the different meanings of the words, but because of their humor is more delicate.  I’ve read a humorous story “How to be rude” by G. Mikes from the book “How to be an alien”. He tells about how the English try to conceal their negative attitude to somebody or something. The author of the book says, “It’s easy to rude on the Continent. You just shout and call people names of a zoological character”. By the way it reminds me some definite country. Isn’t it typical for Russians to call people names of a zoological character while quarrelling? But in England rudeness has quite a different technique. If somebody tells you an obviously untrue story on the Continent you would remark, “You are a liar, sir, and a rather dirty one at that”. In England you just say,”Oh, is that so?” or “That’s rather unusual, isn’t it?” 

             Really, so many men, so many minds. Or it’s better to say so many nationalities, so many behaviours. No wonder like any society, the British like to create an agreeable picture of themselves. The majority like to think the important national values are things like tolerance, decency, moderation, consensus, compromise. 

           In conclusion I’d like to say, that the British strongly keep their old traditions and are very proud of them. They are famous for their sense of humour. English people show great love for animals. And, of course, English people are fond of sports. Many continentals think life is a game; the English think cricket is a game. To many Englishmen cricket is both a game and a standard of behaviour. When they consider something unfair, they say “That isn’t cricket”.
We can say there is still a “British nation,” and one of the most characteristic features of Englishmen is their traditions, which they respect, and which they have kept for centuries. The traditions don’t only accumulate the experience and wisdom of many generations, but they bring some stability into the rapidly changing world.
1.3 Special features of the national Russian character 
        It’s not so simple to speak about the nation you belong to. So what are the Russians like? What are we like? The opinions are radically different. Let’s have a look at some of them. It is said that Russians do not have a tradition of superficial warmth in public. Foreigners may be startled by offhandedness, or even rudeness, in shops and offices. However, if you are able to break the ice, Russians can change dramatically, showing immense warmth, generosity and openness about personal matters.  

         It is not generally rude to ask how someone’s relationship is getting along, or what they think of a political issue, or even how their finances are! Since there has been only limited contact between Russia and the West, people can be surprised and pleased if you make an effort to speak their language. 

        Russians are impressed with size and numbers, and much that they do is on a grand scale. This is not unusual for such vast country. Russians think and act big. No wonder, Russia is the largest country in the world. The origin of the Russian community is in the vastness of the Great Russian Plain. Unlike the English Russian people do not like compromise. It is as the result of the physical geography. We have a lot of extremes: very long rivers, very high mountains, very large plains, very deep lakes and so on. There are some traits that are intrinsic for the Russian character. First – the ability to overcome hardships; second – patience, third – hospitality. The cruel climate, harsh history and skeptical outlook on the life have made Russians value stability, security, social order and predictability, and avoid risk. If you ask me how I feel that I’m Russian I will tell you – yes I am from Russia. First, Russians often are inactive for long periods of time and then show bursts of energy. It’s about me. Second, like any Russian I’m fond of sitting for a long chat with a nice cup of tea. Like any Russian I prefer lying bed in the morning and sit for long in the evening.
        The Russians are industrious, tough, brave, progressive and suspicious. They are always considered to be nationalistic, over patriotic (because of this reason they're good soldiers), we are willing to respect opinion of other people.
         European stereotypes are vividly depicted in this joke: “Paradise is where cooks are French, mechanics are German, policemen are British, lovers are Italian, and it is all organized by the Swiss. Hell is where cooks are British, policemen are German, lovers are the Swiss, mechanics are French, and it is all organized by Italians”.  This anecdote becomes understandable for Russians after translation and commentary. Is there a place for Russians in this anecdote? I think there is and I hope it is a positive one. 
Part 2. Main distinctions of the British and Russian characters 
Looking at these features of the Russians and the Englishmen it is not hard to mark out the differences. The Englishmen are reserved, but the Russians are open-hearted and communicative. The Englishmen are tradition - loving and the Russians, to my mind, don't keep their traditions in such a degree. There is a great majority of factors that influence the nation’s stereotype and its people's character.
   What are the most popular topics for discussions in our nations? We want to concern such stereotype of behaviour small talk. Oxford Advanced Dictionary of Current English by A.S. Hornby explains small talk as “conversation about everyday and unimportant social matters”
. The ability to choose the correct topic for conversation is very important in interaction with representatives of other culture. We suggest comparing “safe” topics for small talk in British and Russian cultures:
	Nations 
	Popular topics for small talk
	Unpopular topics for small talk

	People of Britain
	Weather, traveling, hobby, origin, literature, art, pets
	Politics, money, salary health, current events

	People of Russia
	Politics, health, job, current events, money, salary
	Religion, age, origin, some family matters


     As we can see there are different topics for discussion in our cultures.  The stereotype can be presented as a word, a symbol, a name. Using the statistical method of research I made some interviews and surveys with my classmates, asking them such a question: “What do you imagine when you think of the country (Britain, Russia)?”  I have chosen the most common answers. The following results have been received:
1. Britain is associated with London, Big Ben, an oak, fish and chips, porridge, tea with milk. 
2. Russia is associated with a birch, matryoshka dolls, cold winter, a bear, shapka-ushanka, vodka.

3. Britain is also associated with phrases “How are you?”, “Never mind!”, “See you later!”
4. Russians is associated with the words avos’, kak-nibud’, ladno. 
5. The English call their country with great love “old nice England”.

6. The Russians call their country proudly “Rossiya-matushka.  
The table presents the main features of the researched stereotypes according to the materials received from current newspapers, magazines and popular TV programmes such as “My Planet”, “Their Manners and Customs”, “The City Traveling” and others.
	№
	The British 
	Russians 

	1.
	“My house is my castle”, like to repeat the inhabitants of the foggy Albion
	Honesty and a great wish to live truthfully (in reality they live as they can)

	2.
	Keep smiling, don’t show emotions, and solve problems with an English cup of tea 
	Hospitality, kindness, tolerance, intelligence, catchphrases for any occasion


	3.
	Famous English humour, which is not always understandable for the continental residents
	Inactive for long periods of time and then show bursts of energy. “They harness for long, but run quickly”, as the Russian proverb says  

	4.
	Great lovers of compromise don’t like extremes. As a result, a very frequent use of tag-questions
	Paradox: the wish to achieve a lot and lack of the initiative

	5.
	 Think of themselves as calm, wise and tolerant people
	Quite sure in their own peacefulness

	6.
	Conservatism  
	Mystical Russian soul


Conclusion 
In our work we investigated the concepts of the “national stereotype” and “national character”; we made the comparison of main features of two nations: the British and Russians. To sum up I can say: 
1. The national stereotype is a common presentation or idea of one nation about the other or about itself. A nation is born from its land, its history, its art, its traditions and its institutions. These things work together to make people what they are. 
2. We should break the barriers, we should expand the world. More and more people travel abroad. It means you should know more about the national stereotypes, about their customs, manners, traditions, their feelings and emotions. 

3. All people are different, but we live on one planet and we should be tolerant and considerate to each other.
.
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