                                       A TOUR OF ENGLAND
THE PLACE WE LIVED IN

Our group was divided in pairs, and each pair stayed with a certain family. I lived at 40 Cloister Road NW2. It was a two-storey cottage with a small garden. On the ground floor there was a kitchen with the exit into the garden, a living-room, a bathroom and another small room. On the first floor there were three rooms, one of which was ours.

Our hostess was a school teacher of English. She had three children: a 13-year-old girl and two boys aged 7 and 19. She didn’t smoke.

Our room was small but cosy. There were two beds, two bedside tables, a cupboard and a large chest of drawers where we could keep our things.
IN THE MORNING

We started our day at 8a.m. and had breakfast at home.  We always chatted with our hostess in the morning, and she usually said: « Have a nice day!» before we left.

Our breakfast was a plate of cornflakes with milk, a glass of juice, a mug of hot cocoa, toast with jam, and some fruit.

We left for school at 8.40. It took us about an hour to get there.  First we took a bus. The bus stop was not far, in a 3-5 minute walk from our house. Using special travel cards we could go both by bus and by Metro. We went for 25 minutes by bus, then by Metro with only one change. You won’t get lost in the Metro as there are signs everywhere! 

Our school was in a 10-15 minute walk from the Metro station.
STUDIES
Our London school was in Soho ( it’s practically in the city centre), and was called SKOLA English Study Tours. Classes started at 10 a.m. GMT, that’s 13.00 Moscow Time.

We could come a bit earlier to school and surf the Internet or get in touch with our parents via the Net. At about 11.30 we had a half-hour break for a cup of tea or coffee, and either  for  the Internet, or for a chat with our teacher. Then we had classes up to 14.00. After school we usually had lunch in a school café.
OUR TEACHER

Our teacher was a 24-year-old  Irish girl, merry and talkative. Even during the break she tried to learn more about each of us. Despite the fact, that English wasn’t our mother tongue, we didn’t have  any difficulties in class. In case someone failed, she explained the material in person. All in all, we enjoyed our teacher and studies and weren’t afraid to give incorrect answers.
         THE UNDERGROUND
The famous London Underground (Tube, as most call it) is not only the oldest and the biggest in the world, it is one of the most mod​ern and efficient. It comprises 11 lines cover​ing most of  London. Some have more than one branch, so  it's better to make sure to take the correct one. Use a London Underground Journey Planner to plan your route. Each line has a name and a different colour. The colour code signs point to where you can find the tube line you need.                       Make sure you go to the correct platform for the direction you want to travel.

Tubes begin running about 5.30 am and leave Lon​don on their last outward journey between 12.30 p.m and 1 a.m. Some routes start later and finish earlier, particu​larly on Sundays. Trains finish earlier, though each line varies and some suburbs are lucky to be served by all-night services.

Avoid the busiest time on the Underground between 8.00 and 9.30 a.m and 5.00 to 6.30 p.m.

You can buy your ticket from a machine or ticket of​fice at any Underground station. The price of your fare depends on the number of zones you travel through. Don't forget to buy the right ticket before you begin your journey or you may be stopped and have to pay a £ 10 pen​alty fare.

          You can buy a single ticket for a one-way journey or a return ticket. Or choose one of Travelcards or LT
 Cards.

         Many Underground stations have automatic ticket gates. Insert your ticket and take it back as you walk through. If you have a pushchair, wheelchair or heavy luggage, ask a member of the staff to open one of the special wide gates. Once your journey is complete or your ticket has expired, the gate will open but the ma​chine will retain your ticket.

For your safety, do not try to hold back the train door when they are closing and remember to take care of your personal belongings and take them with you when you leave the train.

When you use an escalator, keep to the right of the steps so people can pass you if they are in a hurry. Smok​ing is not allowed anywhere on the Underground.

            If you need help or guidance, friendly, well-trained staff can assist you and you can also talk to them from "Help Points" at many stations.

          BUSES
The bus is ideal for short hops (a cheap fare for short journeys on most bus routes). The top of a double-decker has been hailed as one of the best ways to see the city centre. Most London buses are red, some are in different colours, but they will dis​play the sign: "London Transport".

The famous red buses offer extensive services through​out the capital and there is a frequent and reliable pri​vately-run sightseeing service.

            With 17,000 bus stops all over London, you are rarely more than a minute walk from one. You can board at two types of bus stops:

Compulsory — Buses will automatically stop, unless they are full.

Request — Buses will only stop if you put out your arm in good time.

When you board a bus, take a seat if one is available or hold on tight.

You pay the bus driver (or conductor) or show a Travelcard. Buses have a similar fare system to the Un​derground.

When you want to leave the bus ring the bell once, unless a "bus stopping" sign is lit. Buses offer a friendly, personal and safe service; nearly all vehicles have video cameras on board. All buses are No Smoking. Never get on or off an open platform bus except at a bus stop and always wait until the bus has stopped. Be careful when crossing the road as buses sometimes travel in special road lanes against the traffic flow

Special "N" numbered Night Buses run through the night — some follow daytime routes, others have their own routes. Fares are slightly higher than on day buses and you cannot use a One Day Travelcard, LT Card or One Day Bus Pass. There are no child fares on Night Buses (or any bus after 22.00). All Night Buses pass through Trafalgar Square and serve theatres, cine​mas and entertainment areas.

         THE BRITISH MUSEUM
First place is taken by the publicly owned British Museum in Bloomsbury. Founded in 1753, it is one of the greatest museums of the world, showing the works of man from prehistory to the present day. The present building of the museum was contstructed in the period 1823—52. It covers 13.5 acres. The museum is renowned for its antiquities drawn from all ages and civilisations and for its books, prints, drawings, maps and coins, things of world historical importance. The museum's print room is justly famed, as is the manuscript collec​tion which ranges from Aristotle's "Constitution of Ath​ens" to modern British classics. The museum's collec​tions are extraordinary varied, especially in antiquities of Egypt, Western Asia, the Orient, Greece, Rome and Britain. It is the jewel in the cultural crown of Great Britain.

       THE TOWER OF LONDON
Vast, aloof and grand, the Tower of London rises above the other grey buildings of the capital. Occupying an important place in the history of England, it was built shortly after the battle of Hastings in 1066 by William the Conqueror of Normandy. Over the next 900 years it was transformed to suit various functions: a royal mint, a royal residence, a notorious prison, a zoo and finally an armoury and repository for the Crown Jewels.

Perhaps the Tower is most famous for its former pris​oners who were locked up due to their religious beliefs or because of suspected treason — Anne Boleyn, the second wife of Henry VIII, Sir Walter Raleigh, the honourable navigator who had brought the humble potato to Britain, and Elizabeth I, former queen of England.

Instruments of torture were used on some unfortunate prisoners to extract confessions of treason from them.

King Henry VIII was particulary fond of sending his subjects to be beheaded on Tower Hill.
In 1483 the young king Edward V and his brother, the Duke of York were imprisoned in the Bloody Tower by their cruel and crippled uncle, who later crowned himself Richard III. The much-maligned king had been dead for two centuries when the skeletons of the two young boys were unearthed beneath a staircase in the White Tower.

Nowadays the Tower of London has a different role; that of safeguarding the Crown Jewles, which are kept in the Jewel House at the Tower. The collection includes Saint Edward's Crown which is used for the coronation ceremony and the Imperial State Crown that holds 3000 precious jewels. The royal sceptre holds the biggest cut diamond in the world named the "Star of Africa".

The jewels are protected by the Yeoman Warders of the Tower popularly known as Beefeaters (a medieval nickname for well-fed servants). They still wear the high ruffs and scarlet tunics first assigned to them during the reign of Queen Elizabeth I. Their duties have little changed since the 16th century.

Visitors can also enjoy the company of ravens that wander about the Tower's grounds. They are an impres​sive sight to see. Tradition goes' that if they disappear the building will collapse!

        ST.PAUL’S CATHEDRAL
St. Paul's Cathedral was built between 1675 and 1711 by  Sir Christopher Wren.
Several churches are known to have stood on this site. The present cathedral was started after the Great Fire in 1675 and was officially declared to be finished in 1711.  St. Paul's Cathedral, the second largest church in the world after St. Peter’s in Rome, is rightly considered Wren’s masterpiece. He was buried with great ceremony in the Cathedral, the tomb being covered by a slab of black marble. Later, his son placed an inscription that was to become one of the most famous of all monumental inscriptions: “Reader, if you seek a monument, look around”.
       MADAME TUSSAUD’S
The models of this famous waxworks museum have come a long way. Here lifelike effigies of famous and infamous may be viewed. This is the place « where the people meet the people»: the members of royal family, film stars, politicians, rock- and pop-music stars. In the Chamber of Horrors you may view the wax figures of notorious criminals and their executioners. The founder of the mu​seum, Marie Grosholtz, was a good hand at making wax figures. On a commission from the leaders of the French Revolution she made wax models from the severed heads she had collected at each end of the guillotining day dur​ing the Paris Terror of 1793. Having married  the civil
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engineer Francois Tussaud she moved to London. By 1850, when she died at the age of 89, her works had been already known. In 1884, her grandson John Randal Tus​saud put the wax figures into museum not far from Bak​er Street where they still remain for more than a century now.

   BUCKINGHAM PALACE
Buckingham Palace — beyond the highly embellished Queen Victoria Memorial Monument (1910) — is a fed brick country mansion built for the Duke of Buck​ingham in 1705 and bought by George III in 1762. When John Nash reshaped the Hyde Park he enlarged and re​modelled the palace and designed Marble Arch, which served as an entryway until 1851, when it was removed to the northeast corner of the park. Since 1837, and the reign of Queen Victoria, it has been the British royal residence in London. When the monarch is in residence, Royal Standard flies from the roof. The guard is changed in the forecourt every morning from April to September and every other morning the rest of the year whether or not the monarch is in residence.

     GREENWICH
The Tower, Tower Bridge, Docklands, and then three miles downstream, the Thames bursts into one of the sublime sights of English architecture: the most stately procession of buildings in England. Moments later, an​other sight: the masts and the web of rigging of the Cut​ty Sark, the hauntingly beautiful old tea clipper. Wel​come to Greenwich! Maritime Museum.   The Greenwich of Gypsy Moth, of crooked lanes, bric-a-brac shops and bustling antique and flea markets. Greenwich is the "green village". You'll turn the pages of history for yourself.

Greenwich is served by river cruisers from Westmin​ster, Charing Cross and Tower Piers. Frequent trains reach Greenwich in less than 20 minutes.

Set in the beautiful surroundings of Greenwich Park arc the National Maritime Museum, Queen's House and Old Royal Observatory. Close by is the bustling riverside town of Greenwich with its historic buildings, street markets, specialist shops: plentiful pubs and restau​rant. Within the com​plex of three listed buildings there is a wide variety of ob​jects, displays and paintings. The col​lections relate to the sea and ship​ping, time, astron​omy and naviga​tion,

The Museum explains how and why Britain became a leading maritime power and tells the story of important figures in history such as Lord Nelson and Captain James Cook, both of whom helped to extend the nation's boundaries. The National Maritime Museum was found​ed in 1934 to promote understanding of history and fu​ture of Britain and the sea, the story of time, astronomy and navigation, and of the historic buildings of Green​wich.

   STONEHENGE
The great stone monument of Stonehenge is the best known and most remarkable of prehistoric remains in Britain. It has stood on Salisbury Plain for about 4,000 years. No written records exist of its origin, and it has always been surrounded by mystery. There have been many different theories, but still nobody knows why it was built.

There are two big stones called the blue stone and the red stone. The blue stone is always cold, and the red stone is always hot.
     THE HOUSES OF PARLIAMENT
The Houses of Parliament (1840—1860), known of​ficially as the New Palace of Westminster were created after most of the old Palace of Westminster had been destroyed by the fire in 1834. Apart from Westminster Hall, only the cloister and crypt of St. Stephen's Chapel survived. At the northern end, by Westminster Bridge, is the Clock Tower, 97 metres tall, with its huge clock — each of the four dials is 7 meters in diameter — and Big Ben, its bell, installed in 1858 and so named after Ben​jamin Hall, the chief supervisor of the works. Big Ben sounds the hours and quarters.

The House of Commons was destroyed in an air raid in 1941 and rebuilt in 1948—1950. The central lobby, where visitors meet members of Parliament, leads to the House of Lords.
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