                                          QUEEN ELIZABETH  I

Elizabeth I (7 September 1533 – 24 March 1603) was Queen of England and Queen of Ireland from 17 November 1558 until her death. Sometimes called the Virgin Queen, Gloriana, or Good Queen Bess, Elizabeth was the fifth and last monarch of the Tudor dynasty. The daughter of Henry VIII, she was born a princess, but her mother, Anne Boleyn, was executed two and a half years after her birth, and Elizabeth was declared illegitimate. Her brother, Edward VI, bequeathed the crown to Lady Jane Grey, cutting his sisters out of the succession. His will was set aside, and in 1558 Elizabeth succeeded the Catholic Mary I, during whose reign she had been imprisoned for nearly a year on suspicion of supporting Protestant rebels.
Henry VIII (28 June 1491 – 28 January 1547) was King of England from 21 April 1509 until his death. He was also Lord of Ireland (later King of Ireland) and claimant to the Kingdom of France. Henry was the second monarch of the House of Tudor, succeeding his father, Henry VII.

Henry VIII was a significant figure in the history of the English monarchy. 
Anne Boleyn (pronounced 1501 or 1507 – 19 May 1536) was Queen of England from 1533 to 1536 as the second wife of King Henry VIII and Marquess of Pembroke in her own right. Henry's marriage to Anne, and her subsequent execution, made her a key figure in the political and religious upheaval that was the start of the English Reformation. 
Princess Elizabeth spent the most part of her childhood and youth away from the court. She had a special liking for learning and received an excellent classical education. She could read Latin and Greek and spoke French and Italian fluently. Her teacher was a scholarly man, Roger Ascham, who is remembered as the author of “ Scholemaster ”, the book, which was very popular in the last decades of the 16th century.
Elizabeth I was crowned queen when she was twenty-five years old. It was expected that Elizabeth would marry, but despite several petitions from parliament and numerous courtships, she never did. The reasons for this  have been much debated. As she grew older, Elizabeth became famous for her virginity, and a cult grew up around her which was celebrated in the portraits and literature of the day.

Elizabeth I began her reign with the great advantage of having a very wise and careful minister, Sir William Cecil, who served her until his death in1598. His son Robert succeeded him as the queen’s chief minister. For most of her reign the queen was also accomplished by Robert Dudley, Earl of  Leicester.

 One of her first moves as queen was to support the establishment of an English Protestant church, of which she became the Supreme Governor. This Elizabethan Religious Settlement held firm throughout her reign and later evolved into today's Church of England. 
In government, Elizabeth was more moderate than her father and siblings. One of her mottoes was "video et taceo" ("I see, and say nothing").This strategy, viewed with impatience by her counsellors, often saved her from political and marital misalliances. Though Elizabeth was cautious in foreign affairs and only half-heartedly supported a number of ineffective, poorly resourced military campaigns in the Netherlands, France and Ireland, the defeat of the Spanish Armada in 1588 associated her name forever with what is popularly viewed as one of the greatest victories in English history.  Elizabeth I went down personally to Tilbury to speak to the crews of the ships that were going to do battle with the Armada. “ I know I am a weak and feeble woman, but I have the heart and stomach of a king- and a King of England, too! ”  On 9 August 1588, the Armada was defeated in the battle of Gravelines.

Queen Elizabeth did much for the prosperity of her realm. She encouraged foreign trade that became a great capitalistic enterprise. The Royal Exchange of London was opened in 1566, and the company of merchants that later became the English East India Company was established in 1600. During Elizabeth’s reign England grew more important in the world. The English felt great pride in their country, their navy and their courageous queen. The poets of the age gave Elizabeth majestic names like “ Gloriana ” or “ the Sun of England ”.
Under Elizabeth, England became a great maritime power. English sailors like Francis Drake, John Hawkins, Walter Raleigh, and Martin Frobisher were challenging the Spaniards in the New World. They made daring raids on the Spanish colonies in America and captured Spanish ships that carried treasure from the New World to Spain. Elizabeth I is said to be one of the financial backers of her brave “ sea-dogs ”, as these mariners were called. Francis Drake became the first Englishman who sailed round the world, and John Hawkins’s ships built in Devon shipyard were the best and fastest in the world.
Elizabeth's reign is known as the Elizabethan era, famous above all for the flourishing of English drama, led by playwrights such as William Shakespeare and Christopher Marlowe. Her court became a centre of culture for English musicians, poets, scholars and artists.

In the last years of her reign Queen Elizabeth faced many acute social problems, such as rising prices, unemployment, the decay of ancient towns and agriculture. Parliament was not always at one with the Queen. By spring 1603 the queen seemed to have lost her will to live. She died in London on 23 March 1603, having named James VI of Scotland as her successor.

By many historians Queen Elizabeth I is acknowledged as a charismatic performer and a dogged survivor, in an age when government was ramshackle and limited and when monarchs in neighbouring countries faced internal problems that jeopardised their thrones. After the short reigns of Elizabeth's brother and sister, her 44 years on the throne provided welcome stability for the kingdom and helped forge a sense of national identity. Within 20 years of her death, she was being celebrated as the ruler of a golden age, an image that retains its hold on the English people.

 Some historians are more reserved in their assessment. They depict Elizabeth as a short-tempered, sometimes indecisive ruler, who enjoyed more than her share of luck. 
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