Football. The game of millions. 

In different parts of the world, people play different kinds of football.

In some countries, people play Rugby Football. In France and Britain, both Rugby and Association  Football are played. In USA, a lot of people play and watch American Football. But usually football means soccer. The name 'soccer' comes from the official name for the game: Association Football. One hundred years ago, some English students took the 'SOC' 'in Association Football' and started calling this new game soccer.  
In all kids of football, each team tries to score goals. The team with the most goals after play-time is the winner, the other team is the loser. If both teams get the same number of goals, or if neither team scores, the game is a draw.
What happens during the game?
Before the match starts, the two teams run on to the pitch, each team wearing a different strip.

The game controlled by the referee, helped by two assistants. The referee starts match by blowing his whistle.

Soccer is very old. A kind of football was played in China and Japan nearly two thousand years ago. In 1314, the English king, Edward 3, said that football was bad and dangerous; any number of people got hurt. Some years ago, another English king, Richard 3, said that all football must stop. But the modern game comes from the FA whitch was started in London in 1863. In 1872, the FA decided to give a cup to the best team. Fifteen teams played against each other and the Wanderers won the firs FA Cup Final. This was the beginning of modern football. 
Soccer has a dark side. The story of soccer has always been a story of problems. People feel very  strongly about the game, sometimes too strongly:

Crowds.

One big problem in soccer is crowds. Large numbers of people want to see the big matches but sometimes not everyone has a ticket, the crowd begins to push, the police cannot control everyone , and people die.

Hooligans.

Hooligans go to football matches to drink and to make a trouble. They try to fight the supporters of the other team inside and outside the stadium. Many people were afraid to go into the street on the day of football match. Games now are not so dangerous because the police understand the problem better and because of all-seater stadium. 
David Robert Joseph Beckham
David Robert Joseph Beckham, born 2 May 1975 is an English footballer who currently plays in midfield for Milan in Serie A, on loan from Major League Soccer club Los Angeles Galaxy. He is also an established member of the England national team.

Twice runner-up for FIFA World Player of the Year and in 2004 the world's highest-paid footballer,Beckham was the first British footballer to play 100 Champions League matches. He was Google's most searched of all sports topics in both 2003 and 2004. With such global recognition he has become an elite advertising brand and a top fashion icon. Beckham was captain of England from 15 November 2000 until the 2006 FIFA World Cup finals,[13] during which he played 58 times. Since then he has continued to represent his country and earned his much-publicised hundredth cap for England against France on 26 March 2008.[14] He is currently England's most-capped outfield player with 115 appearances.

Beckham's career began when he signed a professional contract with Manchester United, making his first-team debut in 1992 aged 17. During his time there, United won the Premier League title six times, the FA Cup twice, and the UEFA Champions League in 1999. He left Manchester United to sign for Real Madrid in 2003, where he remained for four seasons, clinching the La Liga championship in his final season with the club.

In January 2007, it was announced that Beckham would leave Real Madrid and sign a five-year contract with Major League Soccer club Los Angeles Galaxy. Beckham's contract with Los Angeles Galaxy became effective on 1 July 2007 and gave him the highest player salary in MLS history. His playing contract with Galaxy in 2007, 2008 and 2009 was worth $6.5m per year. He debuted for the team on 21 July 2007 in a friendly versus Chelsea at The Home Depot Center, and on 15 August, he had his first start with the team, scoring his first goal in the 2007 SuperLiga semi-final. His first league start then came on 18 August in front of a record crowd at Giants Stadium.

Beckham is married to former Spice Girl Victoria Beckham (née Adams). The couple have three sons and currently reside in Beverly Hills, California.

