      Страноведческий материал о политической системе Соединённого Королевства, об истории её развития и современных реалиях оформлен в виде презентации с иллюстрациями. Применение данной работы на уроках при изучении темы ‘The State System of the UK’ способствует формированию коммуникативной и информационной компетенции студентов, расширяет их социокультурный кругозор. Текстовый материал с упражнениями рекомендуется для совершенствования навыков чтения.

Цели:

· повышение эффективности учебно-воспитательного процесса;
· формирование социокультурной компетенции студентов;
· повышение их профессиональной подготовленности, гуманитарной просвещенности;
· разнообразие и внедрение новых форм и методов работы по дисциплине «Практический курс английского языка»;
· углубление знаний студентов о реалиях страны изучаемого языка.

Задачи:
1. Образовательные:  
· ознакомление с конституционной монархией и историей развития политической системы Соединённого Королевства;
· формирование коммуникативной и информационной компетенции; 

· развитие умения читать с извлечением конкретной информации и полным пониманием содержания.
2. Развивающие: 

· прививать интерес к иноязычной культуре, развивать интерес к предмету; 

·  расширять кругозор студентов; 

·  развивать творческие способности студентов в сфере информационно-коммуникативных технологий.
3. Воспитательные: 

· способствовать воспитанию у студентов уважения к иной культуре; 

·  способствовать осознанию понятия «демократия».  
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The Stat e System of t he UK.

Presentation.

       The United Kingdom is a constitutional monarchy. It means that the state has a monarch (a king or a queen) as its Head of State. The monarch has very little power and can only reign with the support of Parliament. Parliament consists of two chambers known as the House of Commons and the House of Lords. Parliament and the monarch have different roles in the government of the country, and they only meet together on symbolic occasions such as the coronation of a new monarch or the opening of Parliament.

      The UK Parliament is one of the oldest representative assemblies in the world, having its origins in the mid-13th century.
Parliament's History at a Glance.
      The history of Parliament is one of long competition with the monarchy, and Parliament's eventual supremacy. Important milestones in that competition include:

· the early Commons' assertion of control over grants of revenue to the monarch;
· the English Civil war when Parliament ordered the beheading of the king;
· the Glorious Revolution of 1688, during which Parliament succeeded in establishing its sovereignty over the Crown;
· the growing dependence of the Prime Minister on Parliament in the 18th century;
· the great reforms of the 19th century, which extended suffrage to most of the adult male population and established the secret ballot;
· the Parliament Act of 1911, which abolished the veto power of the Lords;
· the Representation of the People Acts of 1918, 1928, 1948, and 1969, which extended the suffrage to women, established the principle of one person one vote, and lowered the voting age from 21 to 18.
 

· Major parliamentary reforms of 1999-2003 initiated by the Labour Government.

 The House of Lords.

        The House of Lords has more then 1,000 members, although only about 250 take an active part in the work of the House. There are 26 Anglican bishops, 950 hereditary peers, 11 judges and 185 life peers, and unlike MPs they don’t receive a salary. They debate a bill after it has been passed by the House of Commons. Changes may be recommended, and agreement between the two Houses is reached by negotiation. The Lords’ mane power consists of being able to delay non-financial bills for a period a year, but they can also introduce certain types of bill. The House Lords is the only non-elected second chamber among all the democracies in the world, and some people in Britain would like to abolish it. 
The House of Commons and the electoral system.

        In reality, the House of Commons is the only one of the three which has true power. It is here that new bills are introduced and debated. If the majority of the members are in favor of a bill it goes to the House of Lords to be debated and the finally to the monarch to be signed. Only then does it become law. Although a bill must be supported by all three bodies, the House of Lords only has limited powers, and the monarch has not refused to sign one since the modern political system began over 200 years ago.
        The House of Commons is made up of 650 elected members, known as Members of Parliament, each of whom represents an area of the UK. They are elected either at a general election, or at a by-election following the death or retirement of an MP. The election campaign usually lasts about three weeks. Everyone over the age of 18 can vote in an election, which is decided on a simple majority – the candidate with the most votes wins. Under this system, an MP who wins by a small number of votes may have more votes against him than for him. This is a very simple system, but many people think that it is unfair because the wishes of those who voted for the unsuccessful candidates are not represented at all. Parliamentary elections must be held every five years at the latest, but the Prime Minister can decide on the exact date within those five years. 
The party system.

       The British democratic system depends on political parties, and there has been a party system of some kind since the 17th century. The political parties choose candidates in elections. The party which wins the majority of seats forms the Government and its leader usually becomes Prime Minister. The largest minority party to criticize it. Without this agreement between the political parties, the British parliamentary system would break down.    

      The Prime Minister chooses about twenty MPs from his or her party to become Cabinet Ministers. Each minister is responsible for a particular area of government, and for a Civil Service department. For example, the Minister of Defence is responsible for defence policy and the armed forces, the Chancellor of the Exchequer for financial policy, and the Home Secretary for, among other things, law and order and immigration. Their Civil Service departments are called the Ministry of Defence, the Treasury and the Home Office respectively. They are staffed by civil servants who are politically neutral and who therefore don’t change if the Government changes. The leader of the Opposition also chooses MPs to take responsibility for opposing the Government in these areas. They are known as the “Shadow Cabinet.”   
The monarchy.

     The powers of the monarch are not defined precisely. Theoretically every act of government is done in the Queen’s name -every letter sent out by a government department is marked “On Here Majesty’s Service” - and she appoints all the Ministers, including the Prime Minister. In reality, everything is done on the advice of the elected Government, and the monarch takes no part in the decision-making process. 
Local government.

       Parliament in London is responsible for deciding national policy, but many public services are provided by local government. The United Kingdom is divided into administrative areas known as ‘countries’ and each country has a ‘country town’ where the offices of the local government are located. Local government is responsible for organizing such services as education, libraries, police and fire services, road-building and many others.
Texts for reading and discussion.

The public attitude to politics. 

       Politicians in Britain don’t have a good reputation. To describe someone who is not a professional politician as ‘a politician’ is to criticize him or her, suggesting a lack of trustworthiness. It is not that people hate their politicians. They just regard them with a high degree of suspicion. They don’t expect them to be corrupt or to use their position to amass personal wealth, but they do expect them to be frequently dishonest. People are not really shocked when the government is caught lying. On the other hand, they would be very shocked indeed if it was discovered that the government was doing anything actually illegal. A scandal such as the Watergate affair in the USA in the early 1970-s would endanger the stability of the whole of political life.             

     The lack of enthusiasm for politicians may be seen in the fact that surveys have shown a general ignorance of who they are. More than half of the adults in Britain don’t know the name of their Local Member of Parliament (MP); even though there is just one of these for each area, and quite a high proportion don’t even know the names of the important government ministers or leaders of the major political parties.

     The British were not always so unenthusiastic. In centuries past, it was a maxim of gentlemen’s clubs that nobody should mention politics or religion in polite conversation. If anybody did, there was a danger that the conversation would become too heated, people would become bad-tempered and perhaps violent. However, there has been no real possibility of a revolution or even of a radical change in the style of government for almost two centuries now. This stability is now generally taken for granted. Most people rarely see any reason to become passionate about politics and nobody regards it as a ‘dangerous’ topic of conversation. They are more likely to regard it as a boring topic of conversation! However, this lack of enthusiasm is not the same as complete disenchantment. Three-quarters of the adult population are interested enough in politics to vote at national elections, even though voting isn’t compulsory. There is a general feeling of confidence in the stability and workability of the system.
     Yes, the Prime Minister is just one of many programmers and publications devoted to political satire. All of them are consistently and bitingly critical. Moreover, their criticism is typically not about particular policies but is directed at the attitudes of politicians, their alleged dishonesty and disloyalty, and at the general style of political life. Given this, you might think that people would be very angry, that there would be loud demands that the system be cleaned up, even public demonstrations. Not at all! The last demonstrations about such matters took place 150 years ago. You might also think that the politicians themselves would be worried about the negative picture that these satires paint of them. Far from it! On the back cover of the 1989 edition of ‘Yes, Prime Minister’ there is a tribute from Margaret Thatcher, the real Prime Minister of the country throughout the 1980-s. In it she refers to the book’s ‘closely observed portrayal of what goes on in the corridors of power’ and how this portrayal has given her ‘hours of pure joy’.
     In Britain it is a generally accepted that politics is a dirty business, a necessary evil. Therefore, politicians make sure that they don’t appear too keen to do the job. They see themselves as a being politicians out of a sense of public duty. 
Answer the questions:

1. Do the British have trust in their politicians? Why?

2. Do the British know the names of their politicians?
3. Why most people rarely see any reason to become passionate about politics?

4. Do they like to speak about politics? Does it mean they are completely disenchanted?

5. Are the politicians worried about the negative picture that the satires paint of them?

Why?

The style of democracy.

     The British are said to have a high respect for the law. Although, they may not have much respect for the present institutions of the law, this reputation is more or less true with respect to the principle of law. Of course, lots of crimes are committed, as in any other country, but there is little systematic law-breaking by large sections of the population. For example, tax evasion is not the national pastime that it is said to be in some countries.

    However, while ‘the law’ as a concept is largely respected, the British are comparatively unenthusiastic about making new laws. The general feeling is that, while you have to have laws sometimes, whenever possible it is best to do without them. In many aspects of life the country has comparatively few rules and regulations. This lack of regulation works both ways. Just as there are comparatively few rules telling the individual what he or she must or mustn’t do, so there are the comparatively few rules telling the government what it can or can’t do. Two unique aspects of British life will make this clear. 
   First, Britain is one of the very few European countries whose citizens don’t have identity cards. Before the 1970s, when tourism to foreign countries became popular, most people in the country went through life without ever owning a document whose main purpose was to identify them. British people are not obliged to carry identification with them. You don’t even have to have your driving license with you in your car. If the police ask to see it, you have twenty-four hours to take it to them!         

    Second, and on the other hand, Britain doesn’t have a Freedom of Information Act. There is no law which obliges a government authority or agency to show you what information it has collected about you. In fact, it goes further than that. There is a law which obliges many government employees not to tell anyone about the details of their work. It seems that in Britain, both your own identity and the information which the government has about your identity are regarded as, in a sense, private matters.   

    These two aspects are characteristic of the relationship in Britain between the individual and the state. To a large degree, the traditional assumption is that both should leave each other alone as much as possible. The duties of the individual towards the state are confined to not breaking the law and playing taxes. There is no national service (military or otherwise); people are not obliged to vote at elections if they can’t be bothered; people don’t have to register their change of address with any government authority when they move house.       

Similarly, the government in Britain has a comparatively free hand. If would be corrected to call the country ‘a democracy’ in the generally accepted sense of this world. But in Britain this democracy involves less participation by ordinary citizens in governing and lawmaking than it does in many other countries. There is no concept of these things being done ‘by the people’. If the government wants to make an important change in the way that the country is run - to change, for example, the electoral system or the powers of the Prime Minister – it doesn’t have to ask the people. It doesn't even have to have a special vote in Parliament which an especially high proportion of MPs in favour. It just needs to get Parliament to agree in the same way as for any new law.      

     In many countries an important constitutional change cannot be made without a referendum in which everybody in the country has the chance to vote ‘yes’ or ‘no’. In other countries  people often have the chance to vote on particular proposals for changing laws that directly effect their everyday life, on smoking in public places or the location of a new hospital, for example. Nothing like this happens in Britain. There has only been on countrywide referendum in British history (in 1975, on whether the country should stay in the European Community). In Britain democracy has never meant that the people have a hand in the running of the country; rather it means that the people choose who is to govern the country, and then let them get on with it!              
The style of politics.

      Despite recent changes such as the televising of Parliament, political life in Britain is still influenced by the traditional British respect for privacy and love of secrecy. It is also comparatively informal. In both Parliament and government there is a tendency for important decisions to be taken, not at official public meetings, or even at prearranged private meetings, but at lunch, or over drink, or in chance encounters in the corridors of power. It used to be said that the Hours of Commons was ‘the most exclusive club in London’. And indeed, there are many features of Parliament which cause its members (MPs) to feel special and to feel a special sense of belonging which each other, even among those who have radically opposed political philosophies. First, constitutional theory says that Parliament has absolute control over its own affairs and is, in fact, the highest power in the land. Second, there are the ancient traditions of procedure. Many of these serve to remind MPs of a time when the main division in politics was not between this party and that party but rather between Parliament itself and the monarch. Even the architecture of the Palace of Westminster contributed to this feeling. It is so confusing that only ‘insiders’ can possibly find their way around it.
Answer the questions:
1. Do the British have much respect for the law? What helps them not to break rules?

2. Why are the British unenthusiastic about making new laws?

3. What can you say about two unique aspects of British life? Would you like to have the same in our country? Speak about advantages and disadvantages of such system?

4. Is the state system of the UK really democratic? Why?
5. What is the style of politics in the UK? What are the reasons and sources of it?
Parliament versus the Crown
    Like the monarchy, the British Parliament is an ancient institution dating from the middle of the thirteenth century. It evolved from the Curia Regis, or Great Council of the Realm, which began in the Middle Ages as an advisory body to the monarch. Originally it comprised the great landholders, the chief nobles, and the church prelates. They met several times a year to grant aid if extra resources were needed for an emergency, such as a war. Not always the Sovereign's wishes were complied with.     

   An important occasion in the development of Parliament presented itself when in 1215 King John I (the Lackland) was forced by his rebel barons to set his seal to the Magna Carta, the Great Charter. It was an important symbol of political freedom as it gave the barons a more permanent share in the government as well as the right to a fair and speedy trial. (In fact King John never signed the Magna Carta but stamped it with the Royal Seal. He could not read or write.)   

   When Henry III, John's successor, came to the throne he tried to concentrate all his power in his own hands and demanded money from the Great Council. As barons refused to grant money, in 1264 a civil war broke out. The avaricious and incompetent king supported by a group of powerful barons was defeated by Simon de Montfort, the Earl of Leicester. During the conflict Henry sought to boost his baronial support by summoning knights of the shires and burgesses to attend his parliament. This was the first time that commoners had been represented.        

     During the reign of Henry III's son, Edward I, Parliament permanently assumed the form, which de Monfort had given it. In 1295, Edward summoned the Model Parliament, so called because it contained all the elements, which were to become recognised as necessary to make a full assembly. This Parliament was not prepared to keep on granting money to the king and Edward promised that no taxes would be raised without the consent of Parliament. His grandson, King Edward III continually needed money to carry on the Hundred Years' War and this led to further developments of parliamentary control over taxation. It was during this period that the division into Lords and Commons took place: the knights and the burgesses together formed a single House of Commons, sitting separately from the barons.

     With the subsequent decline of feudalism the position of the Commons was strengthened, representing the new merchant, non-feudal class: all money grants had to be approved by the House of Commons before being considered by the Lords. 

     In 1640 King Charles I summoned a parliament that retained legal identity for an unprecedented 20 years; it was called the Long Parliament. The Parliament quarrelled with the king and substantially reduced his powers. Royalist and parliamentary forces eventually fought the English Civil war (1642-48), from which Parliament emerged victorious.

     The parliamentary army under Oliver Cromwell then took control of the country and expelled hostile members of Parliament. The remainder, known as the Rump Parliament, then voted for Charles's execution, the abolition of both monarchy and the House of Lords. After Charles I was publicly executed (1649) England became a republic for the next 11 years under the leadership of Oliver Cromwell. He later dissolved the Rump Parliament; he appointed a quasi legislature known as Barebone's Parliament but actually ruled without a parliament. After Cromwell's death in 1658 the Parliament was reconvened. Two years later it dissolved itself making way for a newly elected Parliament, which arranged the restoration of King Charles II. 
    "It is illegal for a Member of Parliament to enter the House of Commons wearing a full suit of armour." The law dates from the renegotiation of royal and political power on the accession of Charles II, designed to stop the MPs storming the   House if it makes a decision they disapprove of.
     After the restoration of the Monarchy in 1660, the role of  Parliament was enhanced by the 'Glorious Revolution' (1688-1689) which resulted in the deposition of James II and the accession of William of Orange and his wife Mary to the English throne. During the Revolution Parliament succeeded in establishing its sovereignty over the crown and the passage of the Bill of Rights which made sovereignty over the crown and the passage of the Bill of Rights which made monarchy clearly conditional on the will of Parliament and enshrined in law the principle of freedom of speech in parliamentary debates. 
     To enable the Sovereign and Parliament to work together, a group of ministers, or the Cabinet, became the link between the executive and the legislature. Although the ministers were appointed by the Sovereign, they had to have sufficient support in the House of Commons to persuade Parliament to pass legislation and vote for taxation. In 1714 George I ceased to attend cabinet meetings and none of his successors did thereafter. Instead, the Cabinet was presided over by the First Lord of the treasury, who came to be known as the Prime Minister. Since the mid-19th century the Prime Minister has normally been the leader of the party with a majority in the House of Commons.

     Growing pressure for reform of Parliament in the 18th and 19th centuries led to a series of Reform Acts which changed the system of parliamentary representation and standardized the qualifications for the right to vote. In the 20th century the right to vote was extended to all adults. The legislative primacy of the House of Commons over the Lords was confirmed in the 20th' century by the passing of the Parliament Acts of 1911 and 1949.

These and the consequent developments led to Parliament's present position as the supreme legislative authority of the country.
1. Find in the text above the English equivalents for the following words and expressions:

1. власть парламента

2. восшествие (монарха) на престол

3. свержение с престола; низложение (монарха)

4. господство, доминирующее влияние

5. законодательная власть

6. избирательный ценз
7. исполнительная власть

8. право на справедливый и скорый суд

9. представительский парламент 

10.преемник

11. принцип свободы слова 

12.совещательный орган

13.согласие парламента 

14.упадок феодализма 

15.осуществлять полномочия

16.распустить парламент 

17.собирать налоги

18.созывать парламент.
2. Work in pairs. Ask each other the questions in the list below. In your answers, try to use as many key words and expressions from the text as possible:

1. What was the name of the body from which the first parliament derived? Who were its members?

2. When and why was the Magna Carta signed? Why is it an important symbol of political freedom? Which groups of people benefited from its provisions?
3. Why did King Henry Ill's policy cause the civil war in the country?
4. What changes did Simon de Montfort bring into the structure of Parliament?
5. What was the Model Parliament like? What was its policy on taxation?
6. What do you know about the Hundred Years' War? What parliamentary developments took place during this war?

7. What is the origin of the name the Long Parliament!
8. What do you know about Cromwellian rule? Why was Cromwell’s Parliament called the Rump Parliament? 

9. How was the role of the Parliament enhanced by the 'Glorious Revolution’?
10. What role did the Bill of Rights play in the development of Parliament's authority?
11 .What purposes did the Cabinet serve in the 18th and 19th centuries? 

12. What changes were Reform Acts aimed at?
