WHY ANIMALS HAVE GOT TAILS

Almost all the animals have got tails for lots of different reasons. And  different animals use their tails differently.    In summer a lot of mosquitoes, flies and other parasites worry cows, horses, zebras and antelopes . If they haven’t got tails they won’t be able to defend themselves from these tedious creatures. Besides some animals can`t  get meal without tails, some can`t move and etc. 

For squirrels, martens,  sables, the fluffy tail combines functions of a pole and an umbrella, allowing animals to keep balance and to scurry about on branches easily. While jumping from tree to tree  their tails serve as a wheel.
The tail is necessary  for runners of deserts and steppes as well.. The jerboa, for example, has a brush of hair on a tip of almost naked tail. A tail for them is both the balance of  weight, and a wheel. While running jerboas lean against a brush and, making abrupt turns during running  do not fall because of the help of  their tails. 

Inhabitants of water use  their tails as means of transportation. At the same time  tails are used as a wheel not only by fishes but by birds as well.

Tails have got some other functions For example, when  dogs wave their tails it means that dogs are happy. But  look at the dogs when they eat and the other dogs come. If dogs raise their tails and tails hardly set out from one side to another it means “I’m stronger than you, and I don’t allow you to take my food”.

If dogs lower their tails, it means “you’re stronger than I, you’re chiefer than I, and I submit you”. A friendly dog wags his tail when playing together.

But if two unfamiliar dogs are strong equally, and  their tails hardly raise, it means that dogs feel that their force is identical.

What about cats? As our cats often walk where they want, many of them lose their tails as the result of accidents, their tails remain under wheels of trams, get to doors etc. And nevertheless, the tail for a cat is very important. People think that the tail is the main part of the body for balancing. However, when a cat injures it, or it is amputated, cats manage without it excellently. They get on trees perfectly well, walk about on fences  in the same way, as well as their “colleagues” having tails. Cats twitch the tips of their tails from side to side when they are angry or tensed to spring on prey.  The tail is a  rather important part of the body and helps a cat to balance during climbing and jumping. Falling from the big height a cat  whips the tail here and there, helping a body to accept such a position at which “soft landing” to four paws will be possible. 

Only tailless cat from Isle of Man –a  special type of cats with a thick wool – is really unique .

As to the beaver, its tail is simply a wonder: it performs so many functions. First, spade-looking, horizontally located tail of the beaver is an excellent  wheel at swimming. The same qualities of a tail help the beaver use it as a spade, covering holes and cracks in dams and holes (after all a beaver is a hard builder). And if it is necessary to warn relatives about imminent danger.  And the tail carries out this work perfectly. The slap on water is an alarm signal for others far around. And, at last, the tail rescues the beaver in the summer from overheat. If it becomes very hot, the animal lowers a tail into cool water.

 A few words about monkeys. Sometimes they say that monkeys have got four arms. Those who live up in the trees  need four skilful legs. Fortunately monkeys have got them. But sometimes monkeys need five legs – tails help them. It’s very comfortable to catch tails in the branches and eat tasty fruit. 

 It`s interesting to know that animals that live in cold countries have a fat bushy tail that they can use like blanket.

In America an unusual animal   opossum lives. Opossums use their tails for moving. Mother opossum transports its cubs. And mother opossum keeps its cubs and uses its tails for it. Cubs  quickly catch  the tails, but they do not use legs for it, cubs use their  tails for moving

Australian kangaroo can’t run as other animals, who has four legs. Kangaroo jumps long, jumps using two back legs for it and  they clasp their short front legs  to their  breast. Big tail helps a jumper to save a balance in jumping. Kangaroo has a rest  for eating , leaning against its tail.

When wild dog dingo attacks kangaroo, kangaroo leans against its tail and hits wild dog dingo, using back legs for it and wild dog dingo runs away. So kangaroos use their tails for balance and protection.

Tails help the crocodiles  hunt. The hit of their  tails can kill big animals. Their tails  look like a log.  Antelopes run to the river and see the log, it isn`t very dreadful. Antelopes start drinking water and crocodile jumps and kills antelopes. One moment   and hunting is over. When crocodile swims his tail serves as  a scull.

Lizards use their tails as unnecessary thing. They have a lot of enemies, they are weak and they can`t defend themselves. Buy if the enemy takes lizard`s tail, lizard leaves its tail to the enemy and escapes.

Tritons can give their tails to their enemy too. It isn`t a problem, because triton can grow not only a tail but even a leg.

This theme is attractive. It`s interesting to watch the animal`s tails when we go to the circus or to the zoo. You`ll see that tails are of different sizes and shapes. Some tails are long, some are short. But all of them are good helpers.
