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	Spasskaya (formerly Frolovskaya) tower - the main tower of the Kremlin. It was built to strengthen the north-eastern part of the Krem​lin on the spot where in ancient times were the main gates of the Kremlin. The tower was built in 1491 by the Italian architect Pietro Antonio Solari. Originally the tower was called Frolovskaya.

 The gate of the Spassky Tower was the main entrance of the Kremlin. Men were supposed to pass them with their  heads uncovered,  riding was prohibited.  
In 1625 the Kremlin towers were  rebuilt.  Russian architect Bazhenov  and English master Christopher Galovey took part in the construction. 

Now Spassky tower has 10 floors. Her elevation to the ruby star 67.3 meters, 71 meters from the star. Star of the Spassky Tower was first established in 1935 and in 1937 it was replaced by new, has a wing​span of 3,75 m. 
The first clocks of the Spassky Tower were installed in 1491. In 1625 they were replaced by a new clock, made the Englishman Christopher Galoveem, Russian smiths Zhdanov and his son and grandson, caster Cyril Samoilov. In 1707 they were replaced by Dutch chimes with music. In 1763 hours again replaced. Everyone knows the current Kremlin chimes were in​stalled in 1851 1852 years Butenop brothers. 
	
	Big Ben. The official version: the bell is named after the chief of the construc​tion  Benjamin Hola. His nickname  was  Big Ben as he was very tall. 
Dials of Big Ben are directed to all sides of the world.  It is estimated that the minute hand covers   a total distance of 190 km for a year.
Big Ben is a symbol of its time. The period of greatest dawn of the country. And the inscription in Latin: "God save the Queen Vik​toriyu1 '- a tribute of personal re​spect for the monarch, in which both arose such a notion as the British Empire. 
Everyone knows  Big Ben. This is a huge clock mounted on the tower of St. Stephen's Westminster Palace, the seat of both houses of the British Parliament. The chimes of Big Ben, our radio listeners can hear almost every hour. 

Charles Berry, an architect who built the Palace of Westminster, in 1844 requested the parliament to grant the construction of the tower clock at St. Stephen. Construct hours took mechanic Benjamin Valyami. It was agreed that the new hours will be the largest and most accurate in the world, and their bell - the most difficult to call him was heard, if not throughout the empire, then, at least, on the whole capital. 



	


	[image: image3.jpg]



Moscow is the capital of Russia, the administrative centre of the Central Federal District and the Moscow region. 
Populous city in Russia and Europe (the population on July 1, 2009 - 10.527 million people), the centre of Moscow metropolitan area. is also one of the largest cities in the world, occupying the seventh place in the list. Moscow is a key transport hub, as well as political, economic, cultural and scientific centre of the country. There are  6 airports in the city. In Moscow there are 9 railway stations, 3 river ports (there is  river transportation with the seas of the Atlantic and Arctic oceans). In 1935 the  underground was opened in the capital.
	
	LONDON is         the capital of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland and the Com​monwealth of Nations, one of the largest ports in Europe. It stands on the Thames River.  Greater Lon​don forms a special administrative unit of the metropolitan counties, consisting of the City and 32 dis​tricts (Borough). Area of Greater London is 1579 apt. kilometers (City - 2.7 square. km, Inner London - 321 sq. km.). There are 7 million inhabitants (1999) in London. 
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	The Moscow Kremlin - the oldest part of Moscow, the main socio-political, spiritual, religious and historical-artistic complex of the capital, the official residence of the President of Russia. Located on a high, left bank of the Moskva River - Borovik hill, where it flows into it. Neglinnoy. In terms of the Kremlin - irregular triangle area of 27,5 hectares. The south wall facing the Moscow River, north-west - to the Alexander Garden, east - to the Red Square. Clusters located in the Central Administrative District, se​lected as an independent adminis​trative unit

Existing walls and towers were built in 1485-95, respectively. Total length of walls - 2235 m, height of 5 to 19 m, thickness - from 3,5 to 6,5 m. In terms of walls form an irregular triangle. 
Along the walls with 20 towers. 3 towers, standing in the corners of the triangle, have a circular cross section, the rest - a square. The tall​est tower - Trinity, it has a height of 80m. 
Most of the towers is executed in a single architectural style, given to them in the second half of XVII century. Of the total ensemble stands Nikolskaya Tower, which at the beginning of XIX century was rebuilt in the Gothic style.
	
	Her Majesty's Royal Palace and Fortress, more commonly known as the Tower of London (and historically as The Tower), is an historic fortress and scheduled monument in central London, England, on the north bank of the River Thames. It is located within the London Borough of Tower Hamlets and is separated from the eastern edge of the City of London by the open space known as Tower Hill. It is the oldest building used by the British government. 
The Tower of London is often identified with the White Tower, the original stark square fortress built by William the Conquerormoat in 1078. However, the tower as a whole is a complex of several buildings set within two concentric rings of defensive walls and .
The tower's primary function was a fortress, a royal palace, and a prison (particularly for high status and royal prisoners, such as the Princes in the Tower and the future Queen Elizabeth I). This last use has led to the phrase "sent to the Tower" (meaning "imprisoned"). It has also served as a place of execution and torture, an armoury, a treasury, a zoo, the Royal Mint, a public records office, an observatory, and since 1303, the home of the Crown Jewels of the United Kingdom.

Today the Tower of London is cared for by an independent charity, Historic Royal Palaces, which receives no funding from the Government or the Crown. [2]
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	Poklonnaya Hill is a  hill in the west of Moscow, between the rivers. Once Poklonnaya Hill was far outside of Moscow. One could see a good view  of the city standing on the hill. Travellers often stopped there to look at Moscow and bow to her. That is why it is called Poklonnaya (Bowing). 
New Poklonnaya Hill is mentioned in the documents of the 16th century. At that time it was called  Poklonnaya Hill at the Smolensk road. It was on the Poklonnaya Hill, where Napoleon was  vainly waiting for the keys to Moscow in 1812.  
The first draft of the Victory Memorial on Poklonnaya Hill was proposed in 1942, but then implement it were, of course, impossible. 
Commemorative Medal with the inscription "Here a monument to Soviet people's victory in the Great Patriotic War of 1941-1945 will be built. It was set at Poklonnaya Hill on February 23, 1958. Around the plate the Victory Park was made.
	
	The column was built between 1840 and 1843 to commemorate Admiral Horatio Nelson's death at the Battle of Trafalgar in 1805. The 5.5 m (18 ft) statue of Nelson stands on top of a 46 m (151 ft) Foggintor granite column. The statue faces south looking towards the Admiralty and Portsmouth where Nelson's & the Royal Navy Flagship HMS Victory is docked, with the Mall on his right flank, where Nelson's ships are represented on the top of each flagpole. The monument was designed by architect William Railton in 1838, and built by the firm Peto & Grissell. Railton's original 1:22-scale stone model is exhibited at the National Maritime Museum in Greenwich, London. The sandstone statue at the top was sculpted by E.H. Baily, a member of the Royal Academy; a small bronze plaque crediting him is at the base of the statue. The four bronze panels around the pedestal were undertaken by the sculptors Musgrave Watson, John Ternouth, William F Woodington, and John Edward Carew. The entire monument was built at a cost of 47,500 pounds, or 3.5 million pounds in 2004 terms (roughly $6.1 million US). The four lions, by Sir Edwin Landseer, at the column's base were added after much delay in 1867.
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	Red Square is the main and most famous square in Moscow, located in the heart of the city, in north-eastern wall of the Kremlin. To the west of it there is the Moscow Kremlin, to the east there is a Department Store, China Town, to the north there is the Historical Museum and the Cathedral of the Kazan Icon of the Mother of God, to the south there is the Cathedral of the Intercession (St. Basil). The length of  the square is  330 meters, the width is 70  meters. On the square you can see a monument to Minin and Pozharsky, the Lenin Mausoleum (mausoleum),  the Kremlin Wall Necropolis, where famous people of the Soviet Union were buried. 
 Russians usually celebrate festivals and holidays here.
	
	Trafalgar Square is the main square in London, where three primary streets of Westminster - Strand, Whitehall and the Mall meet. There is  Nelson's Column in the middle of the square. Its height is  44 meters. Four of the columns are  deco​rated with the frescoes.  In the cor​ners of the square there are four sculptures. 
On  the square there is  the London National Gala-yard, the church of St. Martin in the Fields (architect James Gibbs, 1721),  and several embassies.

 British people like to celebrate festivals here. 
	


