UNIQUE PLACES OF ZABAIKALYE

 IN MYTHS AND LEGENDS

There are a lot of myths and legends about Zabaikalye’s unique places. They encourage to study and learn much more about Zabaikalian nature and history.  
Mountains of Zabaikalye


The most part of Zabaikalye is situated in the mountains at a height of a kilometer above sea level. The most part of the ranges are cut by rivers and valleys. The native population explains such relief in their own way, there are a lot of myths and legends connected with it.

One of the myths is about the creation of the world by the Gods. They created the land and man who gave life to all other people on the earth. But they were too busy and asked the devil to look after the earth. The later agreed and began to watch it and at the same time he blew hard to different sides and with each breath, mountains and valleys appeared. He said they would be useful for man when people ploughed and sowed: if summer was cold the crop would be good in high places, in warm weather it would be good in the valleys.


It is not surprising that a lot of such legends appeared in Zabaikalye. The existence of the rocky mountains together with endless steppes on the same territory can be explained only by the devil’s tricks.
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The Chingishan’s Cup

There are many places in Zabaikalye connected with the name of Chingishan. On the left bank of the Onon, a lonely mountain in the form of a cup is situated. In summer, the water after the rain remains inside the cup for a long time in spite of dry weather. 
According to the legend Chingishan was wounded with a poisoned arrow near this place. Unfortunately, the water in the nearest lake was very salty and it was impossible to wash the wound. But luckily, on the bottom inside the stone cup the warriors found rain water and washed his wound. It saved Chingishan’s life. Since that, the mountain was named the Chingishan’s Cup.
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The Treasure of Zabaikalye

There are many countries in the world rich in precious stones. Russia is one of them and Zabaikalye was known for it long ago. In some parts of the Borshchovochny range and Sherlova hill agates, topazes, aquamarines and tourmalines were found. The characteristic feature of the precious stones here is the changing of the colour due to the direction of the light. 
The stone of eternity was known long ago to ancient people of the region. It’s very solid and beautiful. It helps people to cure some diseases and is connected with some mysterious rituals especially connected with death. The tomb of the great conqueror Tamerlane is made from such one-piece stone. Coins, diplomatic signs were also made from it. Zabaikalye is unique in the discovery of precious stones of all colours from white to black with all the shades of grey and blue.
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The Rivers of Zabaikalye

There’s everything in Zabaikalye: the green ocean of forest, endless steppes, magic rocks. There are 54 rivers in the region with the length from 100 to 500 kms. The longest rivers are the Gasimur, the Ingoda, the Shilka and some others. The majority of the rivers freeze to the bottom in winter. At the end of April and the beginning of May the ice breaks on the rivers. There are legends about the origin of the river’s names. Here there is one about the Chita River.
There wasn’t rain the whole spring and the sun was so hot that everything dried up in the forest. The animals went away, the birds flew away. Shaman and his people stayed not far from the wide forest meadow where there was a big tree on the stone hill. The branches of the tree created somewhat like a big bowl. It was the nest of a kind ghost of the ridge – Chitargie. Shaman and his people made a big fire and sacrificed to the ghost. Shaman danced and the sound of his tambourine was heard the whole night. At dawn when the sun rose from the hill a clean silver spring was flowing down. The people called this new river “Chitinka”.
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Rododendron Daursky

There is a beautiful plant in Zabaikalye – Rododendron Daursky. Here there is one legend about a wild rosemary, Labrador Tea.

Many years ago there lived a handsome Buryat fellow and a beautiful Russian girl in one village of Zabaikalye. They fell in love with each other. But strict rules didn’t allow a fellow from a Buddhist family marry a Russian girl. The Buryat lover-fellow had to leave the village one night. He was crying from despair and his tears turned into small blood drops on the path he was going. Early in the morning the girl woke up and didn’t see her lover. She rushed to follow her boyfriend but he was already far away. Then she bent over each drop of his tears, their teardrops mixed and turned into the magnificent flowers of our plant – rododendron.
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