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1. Introduction.
The problem of learning languages is very important today. Foreign languages are socially demanded especially at the present time when the progress in science and technology has led to an explosion of knowledge and has contributed to an overflow of information. The total knowledge of mankind is known to double every seven years. Foreign languages are needed as the main and most efficient means of information exchange of the people of our planet. Today English is the language of the world. 
Russia is integrating into the world community and the problem of learning English for the purpose of communication is especially urgent today. Learning a foreign
language is not an easy thing. It is a long and slow process that takes a lot of time and patience. But to know English is absolutely necessary for every educated person, for every good specialist. It is well known that reading books in the original, listening to BBC news, communicating with the English speaking people will help a lot if you want to be good at studying English. When learning a foreign language you learn the culture and history of the native speakers. One must work hard to learn any foreign language.
 A great number of people in our country study English for different purposes. But all of them have different results. Some students after finishing school can speak fluently, other students can’t say even a simple phrase. Why do they have different results? Of course, we know that people have different abilities, but we all have equal possibility in doing all our best in  studying English when we are at school. What does it depend on? It is a very interesting question. That is why I decided to investigate this problem.
The main aim of my project is to find out the answers to the following questions:

1. Why do you study English?

2. Where can you use English?

3. Where (or how) do you study English?

3
2.1. The most important reasons for learning English
English is a West Germanic language originating in England and south-eastern Scotland, and is the first language for most people in the United Kingdom, the United States, Canada, Australia, New Zealand, Ireland, India and the Anglophone Caribbean. It is used extensively as a second language and as an official language throughout the world, especially in Commonwealth countries and in a number of international organisations.  English is one of six official languages of the United Nations and many other international organizations, including the International Olympic Committee.

Modern English is sometimes described as the first global and dominant international language in communications, science, business, aviation, entertainment, radio and diplomacy.  The initial reason for its enormous spread beyond the bounds of the British Isles, where it was originally a native tongue, was the British Empire, and by the late nineteenth century its reach was truly global. It is the dominant language in the United States, whose growing economic and cultural influence and status as a global superpower since World War II have significantly accelerated adoption of English as a language across the planet.
A working knowledge of English has become a requirement in a number of fields, occupations and professions such as medicine, mass media, international tourism, for aerial and maritime communications and, as a consequence, over a billion people speak English to at least a basic level. 
Approximately 375 million people speak English as their first language. English today is probably the third largest language by number of native speakers, after Mandarin Chinese and Spanish. However, when combining native and non-native speakers it is probably the most commonly spoken language in the world, though possibly second to a combination of the Chinese languages, depending on whether 
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or not distinctions in the latter are classified as "languages" or "dialects." Estimates that include second language speakers vary greatly from 470 million to over a billion depending on how literacy or mastery is defined. There are some who claim that non-native speakers now outnumber native speakers by a ratio of 3 to 1. 
The countries with the highest populations of native English speakers are, in descending order: United States (215 million), United Kingdom (58 million), Canada (18.2 million), Australia (15.5 million), Ireland (3.8 million), South Africa (3.7 million), and New Zealand (3.0-3.7 million). Countries such as Jamaica and Nigeria also have millions of native speakers of dialect continua ranging from an English-based Creole to a more standard version of English. Of those nations where English is spoken as a second language, India has the most such speakers ('Indian English') and linguistics professor David Crystal claims that, combining native and non-native speakers, India now has more people who speak or understand English than any other country in the world. Following India is the People's Republic of China. English is the primary language in Angular, Antigua and Barbuda, Australia (Australian English), the Bahamas, Barbados, Bermuda, Belize, the British Indian Ocean Territory, the British Virgin Islands, Canada (Canadian English), the Cayman Islands, the Falkland Islands, Gibraltar, Grenada, Guam, Guernsey (Channel Island English), Guyana, Ireland (Hiberno-English), Isle of Man (Manx English), Jamaica (Jamaican English), Jersey, Montserrat, Nauru, New Zealand (New Zealand English), Pitcairn Islands, Saint Helena, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Singapore, South Georgia and the South Sandwich Islands, Trinidad and Tobago, the Turks and Ciaos Islands, the United Kingdom, the U.S. Virgin Islands, and the United States.
In many other countries, where English is not the most spoken language, it is an official language; these countries include Botswana, Cameroon, Dominica, Fiji, the Federated States of Micronesia, Ghana, Gambia, India, Kenya, Kiribati, Lesotho,
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Liberia, Madagascar, Malta, the Marshall Islands, Mauritius, Namibia, Nigeria, Pakistan, Palau, Papua New Guinea, the Philippines (Philippine English), Puerto Rico, Rwanda, the Solomon Islands, Saint Lucia, Samoa, Seychelles, Sierra Leone, Sri Lanka, Swaziland, Tanzania, Uganda, Zambia, and Zimbabwe. It is also one of the 11 official languages that are given equal status in South Africa (South African English). English is also the official language in current dependent territories of Australia (Norfolk Island, Christmas Island and Cocoas Island) and of the United States (Northern Mariana Islands, American Samoa and Puerto Rico), former British colony of Hong Kong, and Netherlands Antilles.

English is an important language in several former colonies and protectorates of the United Kingdom but falls short of official status, such as in Malaysia, Brunei, United Arab Emirates and Bahrain. 
Because English is so widely spoken, it has often been referred to as a "world language", the lingua franca of the modern era. While English is not an official language in most countries, it is currently the language most often taught as a second language around the world. 
English is the language most often studied as a foreign language in the European Union (by 89% of schoolchildren), followed by French (32%), German (18%), and Spanish (8%). A large fraction of the population reports being able to converse, to some extent, in English in the European Union. Among non-English speaking countries, a large percentage of the population claimed to be able to converse in English in the Netherlands (87%), Sweden (85%), Denmark (83%), Luxembourg (66%), Finland (60%), Slovenia (56%), Austria (53%), Belgium (52%), and Germany (51%). Norway and Iceland also have a large majority of competent English-speakers. 
Books, magazines, and newspapers written in English are available in many 
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countries around the world. English is also the most commonly used language in the    sciences.Science Citation Index In 1997, the  reported that 95% of its articles were written in English, even though only half of them came from authors in English-speaking countries.
To summaries all mentioned above the most important reasons for learning English are:

1. About 1500000000 people in the world speak English. Another 1000000000 are learning it.
2. Diplomats and politicians from different countries use English to cooperate with each other. English is the main language of organizations like the United Nations, NATO, the European Free Trade Association, the International Olympic Committee and many others.
3. Almost all international conferences and competitions are held in English, for example the Miss World contest.

4. 75% of the world’s letters and post cards are written in English.

5. News reports. Watch international television networks such as CNN, BBC, CCTV and NBC. They broadcast news much faster and more professionally than national networks. And you watch them everywhere in the world
6. The press. Only English-language magazines and newspapers can be part of the world. You don’t have to search for Times, Newsweek or Today.

7. Books on any subjects, from all over the world. You can read books by British authors and books translated from other languages. Whatever you want you can read about it in English, because every famous written book was translated into English. There is an amazing number of titles from Hamlet to modern thrillers like Jurassic Park.
8. Science. English is the key to the world of science.

9. Most pages in the Web. That’s over one billion pages. It’s an amazing thing that learning just one language gives you access to all knowledge on the Internet.
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If you know English you can:

1. Contact with people from all over the world. Talk about your ideas and join any Internet discussion groups. Send E-mails to interesting people. Learn more with a help of the Internet.
2. Travel more easily. Communicate with people wherever you go.
3. Ask directions, have a conversation and even ask for help. Who knows, English will save your life one day!               
If you want a good job in business, technology, medicine or science, it is necessary to know English. Knowing English will let you:

1. Put “excellent knowledge of English” on your CV, get your dream job, have good salary.

2. Gain technical knowledge because English is the language of technology (computer, genetics, medicine and many others).
3. Learn computer science. Read technical articles without difficulty.

4. Be a world class businessman /businesswoman. International business is held in English.
5. Become a better scientist. Contact scientists from other countries, take part in conferences, visit academic centres abroad.
6. Use your computer more effectively. Most computer applications are in English and you will understand them better and become a better employee.
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 2.2.  Ways of learning English
There are different ways of studying English:

1. Traditional 
Traditionally all children study foreign languages at school.  They are taught the ABC, “simple words”, how to read first. Gradually they begin to read texts, write dictations, compositions and projects, study rules, act out dialogues, write tests. By the end of English course they are supposed to be experienced in speaking, reading, listening and writing. Unfortunately, very few students have excellent result. The process of studying English is very difficult. Moreover, students study English in groups of ten or fifteen people. So, everything depends on the students will, ability, persistence and patience.
Sometimes it is very difficult for student to learn English by himself without any outside assistance. That is why a lot of school children in our country have their personal English coach.
2. Learning English with a coach
As I have already mentioned all people have their own peculiarities. Some students have better results if they are taught individually, not in group. It gives them an opportunity to understand better the most difficult cases, rules, to practice more in reading, speaking, listening and writing. And there is always someone who can explain, correct and direct them.

Of course, having extra English lessons with individual coach takes a lot of time and is expensive from the other side.

3. Picking up the language.
To pick up means to learn a new skill or start a habit without intending to some 
people prefer such way of learning English. They go to any English – speaking country and learn English by picking up from the native speakers. It also gives a chance to know better the culture, habits and traditions of the country. Watching 
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news and different TV programmes, video in English is also a kind of picking up. But this way of learning English has its own advantages and disadvantages.

4. Reading  original literature

One more of ways to study English is reading original literature, newspapers and magazines published in English – speaking countries. You can do it in any suitable time for you. It can even be your hobby. But it takes a lot of time: you have to consult the dictionaries and the reference grammar books.  This way of learning English suffers from grace shortcoming – you don’t have opportunity to communicate with other people. You can read, understand, maybe write, but not speak and understand English-speaking people.
So everyone can choose the most suitable way of studying English:
5. Traditional 

6. Learning English with a coach

7. Picking up the language.
   4.  Reading  original literature
Exotic ways of studying English were not taken into consideration.  

No matter what way of studying English you have chosen the result is important. It is impossible nowadays imagine well – educated person without ability to speak, read, write and understand English. But for us, students, there are a lot of problems connected with English.
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2.3. Spoken English and written English
Many, if not most, of our problems with English develop when we forget that there are two closely related but essentially different kinds of English-spoken and written English. To use the language effectively, we have to be able to switch from one of its form to the other with ease. If these two forms of English were identical, we could simply apply one set of rules to both, and many of our problems would disappear. 
But, unfortunately, spoken English and written English is not the same thing. And you simply cannot ignore their differences.
When we speak, we don’t worry about spelling, punctuation and capitalization or neatness and legibility. But when we write, these things become very important. When we speak, we can correct ourselves immediately if our listener doesn’t understand. But when we write, our writing must stand alone and explain itself without us. When we speak, our words vanish in the air. But when we write, they remain for everyone to see. Small wonder that speaking seems so easy and natural and writing so difficult and forced. I suppose that everyone has noticed that others are more critical of the way you write that the way you speak.
Because people from different parts of the country and different backgrounds speak English differently it’s very difficult, if not impossible, to establish hard – and – fast rules for a standard spoken English. But while people may expect varieties of spoken English to “sound” different, they expect written English to look the same. This is why fairly rigid and universal standards for written English have been established and why these standards are taught in schools. In fact the sort of “good” English an educated person is expected to use is called Standard English.
To be successful at school, work and different spheres of life, we’ll have to demonstrate our master6y of the basic skills necessary for using English effectively. These essential skills include being able to write clear, complete, well – constructed 
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sentences; being able to use right word at the right time; being able to punctuate and capitalize correctly being able to spell correctly; and being in command of a good – sized dictionary. And it seems to me that gifted students try to do all their best, so they are good at English.

So, everyone knows about different kinds of English-spoken and written English.

While writing, everyone has to observe spelling, punctuation, capitalization, neatness and legibility.

While speaking, you should remember about the intonation, pronunciation, accuracy and fluency if you want to impress your interlocutor.
But no matter what English written or spoken you use, you must know general English rules which are taught at school.
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3. Practical part

Why and what people study English for
As it has been mentioned above, a lot of people in our country study English for different purposes. So I interrogated about 120 pupils from Moscow. They study in different educational establishments: schools, lyceums, secondary schools, gymnasiums. I suggested them to answer the questions:
1. Why do you study English?
2. Where can you use English?

3. Where (or how) do you study English?

	1. Why do you study English?
№
	Reason 
	%

	1
	It is a compulsory  subject  at school
	32%

	2
	It is necessary for educating ( future career)
	17%

	3
	It is my parents will
	29%

	4
	It is necessary for communicating with other people when you are abroad
	11%

	5
	For fun
	1%

	6
	I like studying foreign languages
	3%

	7
	I don’t know
	7%


 As everyone can see most students study English because it is a compulsory subject at school or their parents make them study English, 32% and 29% accordingly.
 Only 17% of students think about their future job and career. 
Less students – only 11% consider English as a means of international communication.
7% don’t know the reason they study English.

3% like, love, adore studying English. 

1% study English for fun. 
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2. Where can you use English?
	№
	You can use English 


	%

	1
	Only at school
	17%

	2
	Watching TV and DVDs
	8%

	3 
	Working on the computer
	17%

	4
	Reading books and magazines
	3%

	5
	Communicating with people from other countries
	11%

	6
	In my future job
	7%

	7
	While shopping
	5%

	8
	Playing computer games
	32%


Most of the students believe that English is very helpful while playing computer games (32%)

Some of them are sure that they study English for their English teachers. They are not going to use it after finishing school (17%). 
Students who can’t imagine their future without information and communications technology suppose English will be very useful in work on the computer (17%).
11% of interrogated schoolchildren hope they will use English for communicating with people from other countries while travelling abroad.

 8% - need English for entertainment (listening to songs, watching TV and DVDs)
 7% - believe they won’t have well-paid job without knowledge of English.

 5% - think English is a required thing for reading instructions when you do shopping and 3% - consider that reading books, newspapers and magazines is also a motive for studying English.
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3. Where (or how) do you study English?
	№
	You study English 
	%

	1 
	At school only
	52%

	2 
	With  private tutor and at school
	33%

	3
	On the English course
	15%

	4
	 Independent 
	0%


Choosing the way of studying English in Moscow often depends on the family income. But the results of my interrogation show that for most of the schoolchildren their parents have chosen studying English at school and having extra lessons with private teacher or tutor (43%). 
42% of students study it only at school. 
You know that there are a lot of different kinds of English courses in Moscow. 15% of schoolchildren attend these courses.
 And there are no (0%) volunteers to study English independently.
After that I suggested the participants of my interrogation to estimate their skills

	№
	               skill
	   poor
	fair
	good
	excellent

	1
	 I can read and understand
	12%
	51%
	27%
	12%

	2
	I can read (listen) for the main idea
	6%
	38%
	22%
	34%

	3 
	I can read (listen) for detail
	15%
	55%
	14%
	16%

	4
	I can read (listen) for specific information
	23%
	31%
	20%
	16%

	5 
	I can write and speak
	47%
	22%
	17%
	14%


15
So, we can see that results are far away from expected ones. I tried to find out what is wrong with the system of education in our schools. Why are the majority of the participants of my interrogation unsuccessful in studying English? What are the reasons that prevent them from getting better results? Here are their answers:

· it is very difficult to study English;
· laziness;

· lack of time;

· having difficulties with doing homework;

· new English teacher every year;

· teachers are not interested in their students’ results;

· very little practice
· bad explanation of lesson material
· no wish      
· don’t see any practical use of English

What should be done to improve the situation? The majority of the participants of my interrogation believe that all enumerated below will be very helpful:
· to have more hours of English at school

· student’s books must be much more interesting and modern

· not to teach English everyone (only volunteers) 

· to have real practice with native speakers

· to use original literature and films 

· to divide class into different groups (not all student have equal abilities and interests)
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4. Conclusion
So, we can say that Moscow students have realized the necessity of studying English for different purposes, but we can’t say that they know English well. 
The results of my questionnaire show that some students understand that English will be very useful for their future. They hope to communicate with people living in other countries. English helps them with listening to music, reading, watching TV and DVDs, surfing the Internet.
a. Most students study English because it is a compulsory subject at school or their parents make them study English (32% and 29% accordingly).   
     Only 17% of students think about their future job and career.                    
     Less students – only 11% consider English as a means of international   

     communication.                                                                                                    

     7% don’t know the reason they study English. 
     3% like, love, adore studying English.
     1% study English for fun.
b.  52% of students study English only at school.      
      33% of students study English with private tutor and at school                                      

      15% of schoolchildren studying English at school also attend English 
      courses.                                                                                                                    

     And there are no (0%) volunteers to study English independently.

 But the results in speaking and writing are far too much from the excellent ones.
Nowadays it is much spoken about how much is spent on education, what subjects are taught, which and in a what way students should pass their exams, but very rare they speak about achieving good results at studying.
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But how can we solve this problem?

· to have more hours of English at school
·  student’s books must be much more interesting and modern
· not to teach English everyone (only volunteers) 
· to have real practice with native speakers
· to use original literature and films 

· to divide class into different groups (not all student have equal abilities and interests)      
I hope the results of my investigation will be useful for those who are responsible for education and youth policy in Moscow. 
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Why do you study English?

Where can you use English?

	№ 
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