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What is television?
Television, also called TV, is one of our most important means of communication. It brings moving pictures and sounds from around the world into millions of homes.
The name “Television” comes from the Greek word meaning “far”, and the Latin word meaning “to see”, so the word “television” means “to see far”.   
From the history of TV
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John Logie Baird was born in Helensburgh, Scotland, on August 13, 1888. He was the first person in the world to demonstrate a working television system, in January 1926. At the end of January a sensational article about the apparatus invented by Mr. J.L Baird appeared in the “Times” in which Baird claimed he had solved the problem of television. Members of the Royal Institution and other visitors saw a demonstration of apparatus invented by Baird. They were shown a transmitting machine, consisting of a large wooden revolving disc containing lenses, behind which were a revolving shutter and a light sensitive cell. It was explained that by means of the shutter and lens disc an image of articles or [image: image5.jpg]


persons standing in front of the machine could be made to pass over the light sensitive cell at high speed. The current in the cell varies in proportion to the light falling on it, and this varying current is transmitted to a receiver where it controls a light behind an optical arrangement similar to that at the sending end. By this means a point of light is caused to traverse a ground glass screen. The light is dim at the shadows and bright at the high lights, and crosses the screen so rapidly that the whole image appears simultaneously to the eye. "Televisor" as Mr.Baird  named his apparatus, was possible to transmit and reproduce instantly the details of movement, and such things as the play of expression on the face.
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Two years passed… On February 1928 the vision sound was sent across the ocean from London to New York by short wave radio station. So the future of television, the success of having been a leader in early development of television belonged to Baird. After nearly three years of experimental transmissions the introduction of television to the public was achieved. But Baird dreamt that an ideal television service should show a picture in colour and stereoscopic relief and should operate on an international standard. That’s why he was   interested in the introduction of colour and stereoscopic relief and he would like to make clear the position in regard to these branches of television. Colour and stereoscopic television were shown for the first time when he gave a demonstration at the annual meeting of the British Association in 1928. In 1939 he showed colour television using a cathode ray tube in front of which revolved a disc fitted with colour filters. He has developed several forms of stereoscopic television. In this system the restriction is overcome and the picture can be viewed from any position, no glasses being required. 
For many years, the technology that allowed us to sit in our home and watch audio and video was based on a tube technology. The technology behind the plasma TV screen isn't so very much different in some respects, but is very different in others. It is based on a series of very small lights. The lights are fluorescent and each pixel has three colors - red, green and blue. The lights are illuminated based on the code of the image being received so that the viewer sees a series of lights that form an image. Plasma TVs have nothing to do with blood. In this case, plasma is a gas. The gas in its neutral state is stagnant. When electricity is introduced into the situation, these particles become active and light is released. The process is very fast, making it possible for pictures to be updated quickly so that you have the impression of a moving image when watching the television. One of the most beneficial points of the plasma TV is the fact that the layers needed to make this technology work are very thin.
As for digital TV it offers a far wider choice of TV viewing with lots of extra channels, and uses digital technology to reduce the interference that you may experience on analogue TV. Digital TV also offers other benefits, such as a greater selection of widescreen programming, and on-screen electronic programme guide, interactive services, and in some cases, High Definition and Dolby sound. 
There's no doubt that technology will continue to develop as new people have better ideas for bringing audio and video into our homes. But when you see the crisp clear images of a modern TV, it's rather difficult to imagine how it could get any better than this.    
The Good and Bad of Television
No one can deny that television, the greatest invention of the 20 century, has changed our life and today we cannot live without it. Many people think that TV is good but others do not agree with them. Let us consider what the advantages and disadvantages of television are. 
Firstly, television is a reflection of the modern world. Secondly, it gives us an opportunity to “travel” all over the world, to “meet” different people and to learn more about their customs and traditions. Thirdly, it has the power to educate and broaden our minds. Another good thing about television that it keeps us informed about the latest news in the world. It is also helps us to  escape from our every day problems. 
On the other hand not everything shown on TV is made in good taste. That’s why we have to choose what to watch. Many people admit that the quality of television could be better. Besides, TV is harmful for our eyesight. What is more, some TV addicts spend hours in front of the “box” watching whatever’s on. Then some people argue that television is a terrible waste of time. It makes us lazier. We stay at home instead of going out. We read less. We think less. We even talk less. Moreover, violence on TV is another bad problem. Some people are on the opinion that TV teachers us “how to kill, to rob, to shoot and to poison”.   
Effects of Television Programs
Nowadays TV stations in the world are divided into commercial and public. Public stations are nonprofit organizations. Public television focuses mainly on education and culture. There are programs on wide range of subjects – from physics and literature to cooking and yoga. Public TV also broadcasts plays ballets, symphonies as well as programs about art and history. Statistics shows public TV attracts less viewers than commercial TV.       
  As for commercial ones they broadcast mostly entertainment programs because they attract a great number of viewers in order to sell advertising time at high prices. These programs include light dramas called situation comedies; action – packed dramas about life of detectives, police officers, lawyers and doctors; shows featuring comedians, dancers and singers; movies; quiz shows; soap operas; cartoons. Commercial TV broadcasts also documentaries and talk shows. Documentary is dramatic, but non fictional presentation of information. It can be programs about people, animals in faraway places or programs on such issues as alcoholism, drug abuse, racial prejudice. On talk shows a host interviews politicians, TV and movie stars, athletes, authors. There are also sport programs and brief summaries of local, national and international news.
Television and advertisement
 Do you know that about three – fourths of the TV stations in the world are commercial ones. They sell advertising time to pay for their operating costs and to make profit. Advertising is an important part of commercial TV. Commercials appear between and during most programs. They urge viewers to buy different kinds of products – from dog food to hair spray, and from cars to insurance policies. People find good and bad points in advertising. As for my classmates 76% of them complain about the amount of advertising on TV. The other 24% are quite indifferent  to it. 59% of students are on the opinion that it is misleading, it puts pressure on consumers, it doesn’t talk about products’ defects. 17% think that advertising helps us choose best products, teaches us how to get the best value for our money, presents an honest, realistic image of a product, improves our taste. 
Frankly speaking, I find advertising convincing people to buy things they don’t need, though it is sometimes creative and full of humour. For me watching a film on television is really like watching twenty commercials with a film sandwiched in between. When I sit down to watch the show and I am really enjoying the story, suddenly the film stops. There is a commercial interruption. That is the time for me to rush to the refrigerator. I prepare a snack and come back just in time for the start of the film. I hope that the sponsors aren’t counting on me to buy their products. I don’t even know what they are selling. 
`    
Some statistics:
As the latest surveys show the following sort of programs are the most common on British TV:
	News
	General Information
	Drama
	Films
	Entertainments
	Schools and education
	Sport
	Children’s
	Other

	13%
	14%
	16%
	10.5%
	15.5%
	15.5%
	6.5%
	7%
	2%


This is the British TV audience share:
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Young people in Britain watch TV for up to 3.5 hours a night. On the other hand 20% of boys and 50% of girls are not fit enough. One in four young people can’t swim. They don’t take enough exercise.  
The most common sort of programs on Russian TV:

	News
	Talk shows
	Musical programs
	Films
	Entertainments
	Health programs 

	Sport
	Children’s
	Schools and education

	15%
	15%
	17%
	13%
	20%
	10%
	4%
	3%
	3%


This is the Russian audience share:
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Research about TV in my class.

So, I decided to make the following kind of research:  
Out of 26 students in my class
             3 have 3TV sets in their household 

            15 have 2 TV sets
             8 students have one TV set at home.
22 households are connected to our town cable TV “Cometa”

 4 families are connected to satellite channels.
How long do they watch TV?

              4 students more than 8 hours a day

              6 of them аbout 4 hours a day

              13 about 2 hours a day
               3 students don’t watch it at all.
What kind of programs do my classmates prefer watching?

	Musical programs
	Entertainments
	Films
	Sport
	Nature programs

	Schools and education
	Cartoons

	News
	Other

	25%
	14%
	16%
	7%
	5%
	10%
	13%
	7%
	3%


My classmates’ opinion on TV

My classmates have different opinion on TV. Some of them spend too much time watching it others are sure that TV is a waste of time. As for my classmate Nastya she is a real “couch potato”. She prefers staying at home and watching TV instead of going out. She puts her feet up because she does nothing except of watching TV. But my best friend Kate thinks that TV is a waste of time. Besides she has problems with her eyesight and after she watches TV for two hours her eyes start hurting. She doesn’t want to wear glasses in the future, that’s why she has to choose what programs to watch. My classmate Rita is sure that TV is great. It’s a source of education and pleasure. She is on the opinion such programs help her very much to prepare for lessons, because she doesn’t have enough time to read all the textbooks.    
Conclusion

So as we see there is a great variety of programs on TV but we shouldn’t watch TV all day long. We have to choose because not all of programs are good. I think we must understand that TV in itself is neither good nor bad. TV is as good or as bad as we make it.
In conclusion I’d like to say, that although TV has some disadvantages, people have been watching it for about a century because it’s the main source of information and a cheap way of entertainment for millions of people. Television has already changed our life for the better. So why not make it work to our advantage in the future?
The aim of my research was to know more about the invention of TV, its advantages and disadvantages. I also wanted to investigate my classmates’ viewing preferences, to show and make them understand the good and bad sides of TV.

I hope after watching this presentation you will also change some of your bad viewing habits for the better ones.  
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