NORTHERN IRELAND
Schukina Ksenia
     Northern Ireland is a fabulous country. It is a place I want to go. "Why there, but not to Wales, for example? Isn’it amazing? "-one could ask. And now I'll show you the unique beauty of Northern Ireland. It is not situated on the island of Great Britain, but is included into the United Kingdom, occupies the north-eastern part of the island Ireland. Its capital, Belfast, is the main Industrial Centre of the country. Northern Ireland has traditionally been an agricultural province. The official language of Northern Ireland is English, although in some Catholic schools they teach Gaelic. 
     Northern Ireland was formed in 1921. After a long struggle the southern part of Ireland became a Free State. Ulster preferred to remain part of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland. 
Northern Ireland is a country famous for its Saint patron –Saint Patrick.
Saint patron of Ireland.
     St.Patrick - one of the most famous and most beloved of Christian Saints. More than 2000 cathedrals and churches throughout the world are devoted to him, the best known of which is the Saint Patrick's Cathedral in Dublin. He was not Irish at all, he was born in Wales. Patrick called himself the son of Deacon and priest; he was a grandson of sufficient affluent families. His parents were part of the local administration, and they had i slaves. When Patrick was about sixteen years old, he was captured by Irish pirates and taken to Ireland. In his childhood and younger years he did not know the true God, but for the years of slavery spent in prayers in  six years period a voice in the night vision told him that he would soon return to his homeland. Soon Patrick escaped to Britain with his satellites. But some time passed and he returned to Ireland as a Christian missionary. He is known as a Saint who expelled snakes from Ireland. He explained Trinity by reference to shamrock.                                          
      One of the most spectacular sights in Northern Ireland is the Giant’s Causeway. 
      At one of the sea coasts of Northern Ireland among the deserted shore, we can see a big road, lined with hexagonal tiles. Really the hexagonal tiles are basalt columns up to 6 meters (or even 13) height, some of them – having form of humans or animals. This is a strange agglomeration of huge stones called "The Giant’s Causeway" – eighth wonder of the world. Now scientists think it’s a result of volcanic action. But ancient Irish had another opinion. There are countless romantic legends and tales connected with this causeway. Many Irish looking at stone figures still believe that evil magicians turned people who lived in ancient times into stones. They thought giant Finn McCool, who was very strong, picked up a huge piece of earth and threw it at Scottish giant. As a result of it an Isle of Man appeared. Finn fell in love with a lady giant, who lived in Scottish Hebrides and began to build this causeway to bring her across to Ulster. And there is one more legend, telling that a giant wanted to build a road to Scotland, but since that time nobody has seen a living giant. And nobody knows whether he was absorbed with waves of the sea or became a victim of an accident.  But who has built the causeway?                       
     Being in Ireland I would certainly like to try Irish meals. The Irish cuisine is very simple and environmental. The basic food is beef, veal, pork, mutton and game birds.-irish stew-a traditional Irish ragout of fresh mutton. Not less than meat, the Irish like fried fish. Potatoes are the second bread in Ireland. It is the basis for many National soups and pancakes. Flour and vegetables are also very important in the diet of the Irish.  Bread is cooked mainly from oats and barley. Favorite drink in Ireland is tea, though Irish coffee is also very popular.
     A special Scottish-Irish accent of Northern Ireland cannot be confused. As history shows, the resettlement of the Scottish Protestants into Presbyterian culture of indigenous people in Ireland, was always accompanied by political turmoil. The confrontation is still painfully fresh in memory of many Irish people, and, although personal safety of visitors is guaranteed, when you are in Ireland, try to avoid conversations on such sensitive topics as religion and politics. But in any case you’ll find in Ireland warm and hospitality. And, of course, I would like to visit Belfast – the capital of the country. There’s the Queen's University in Belfast, founded in 1845, known for its medical school and is a Centre of studying of humanities and science. The Ulster Museum in Belfast has an art gallery with extensive Assembly works of Irish artists, European masters of the 17-18 centuries and early English watercolors. There is also a rich collection of Irish coins, silver and glass products.
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