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Introduction

 “If you don't know your family's history, then you don't know anything. You are a leaf that doesn't know it is part of a tree.”    
(Michael Crichton, an American writer)
Where does our Motherland start? The word “Motherland” has the word “mother’ in its root. Some people call its native land “Fatherland”, others – “Homeland”. So for everybody it starts with his home and his family. Before studying the history of a country everyone should start from the studying the history of his own family. 
Traditionally Russian people knew and were interested in the history of their family roots. Unfortunately, most Soviet families knew very little about their ancestors. They knew nothing about the roots of their family because after the October Revolution of 1917 a lot of people emigrated from Russia and many people tried to forget their relatives-dissidents. 
Since the 80s of the last century the interest to the genealogy, family roots and restoration of the ancestral relations has been observed. 
My interest to the family roots arose six years ago when my great grandmother told me the history of the village Alexandrovskoye. She said that its founders were my great-great grandfathers – the Utoplennikov brothers. Her story interested me so much that I aimed to find out other relatives, the history of my ancestors’ lives and to make up my family tree. 
A tree wouldn't grow beautiful and strong if it didn't have mighty roots. Neither would a man. A man will not be worthy son of his Motherland if he doesn’t know his family and family roots.
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Thus, the main goals of my research were:

1) to discover my earliest possible ancestors,
2) to trace back the branches of my family,
3) to find out about the lives of my relatives during different periods of our country’s history,
4) to show how the fates of my ancestors were connected with Siberia and
5) to make up my family tree.
The results of my search are presented in this paper. 
Genealogy in Russia
Genealogy (from Greek: γενεά, genea, "descent"; and λόγος, logos, "knowledge") is the study of families and the tracing of their lineages and history. Genealogists use oral traditions, historical records, genetic analysis, and other records to obtain information about a family and to demonstrate kinship and pedigrees of its members. The results are often displayed in charts or written as narratives.

In Russia pedigrees paintings appeared at the end of the XV century – the beginning of the XVI century. “Drevneyshy-Gosudarev rodoslovets” was written in 1555. 
At the end of 17th century a "Velvet Book" appeared, painting the most noble of births in Russia. 
In 1787 "Genealogy book princes and noblemen" was written. 
During the reign of Peter I a Geroldmeystersky office was founded. By changing names, it existed in the Senate until 1917. It was officially claimed the origin of families were genealogical documents, which began highly valued in society. 
In the late 19th – early 20th centuries the interest to the genealogy is not reduced. The book "Genealogy compilation of Russian noble names" was published in 1887 where extensive research was devoted to the history of the Yusupovs, Golitsyns, Sheremetevs, Baryatinskihs and others. 
The research on the genealogy was stopped in Russia in 1917. Bolshevik revolution began mass extermination of class merchants and peasants, nobility and the clergy, science and working intellectuals. "As harmful," the 30s were directed by "historians of the NKVD". The memory of the ancestors was eliminated; documents and family archives were destroyed.

In Soviet times, an interest was only to a genealogy of eminent personalities of Russian science, culture and politics such as A.S. Pushkin, A.N. Radishchev, V.I. Lenin and the Ulyanovs’ family.
Wars, revolutions and ignorance have destroyed a significant part of written records. Persecution and even massacres of people belonging to “wrong” classes discouraged the transition of family memories to young generations. 
Only at the end of the 20th century Russian genealogists started to come out in the open. 
The History of My Family in the History of Siberia
My Earliest Ancestors

Almost all my great grandfathers had close ties with Siberia. When the tsar Nikolay II issued an edict about the settlement of Siberian territories and gave loans for private farms, my ancestors decided to cultivate new lands.
In 1900 my great-great-great grandfather Mikhail Kalinych Preimachuk left the town Lvov in Ukraine. His family reached Tomsk over the whole year. From Tomsk they moved to the district of Asino and lived in the village of Borovki (Chesnoki). Before making a collective farm (kolkhoz) they were self-employed farmers. The farm was big and there were five sons in the family:  Semyon (b. 1901), Maxim (b.1909), Pyotr (b.1913), Andrey (b.1920) and Dmitry (b.1923). 
My other great-great-great-great grandfather Matvei Meshcheryakov at the age of 11 years was brought to Siberia as a result of deportation. His family was exiled to the village of Alexandrovskoye in Tomsk district. On the way to Siberia an accident happened: one of the brothers drowned. When they came to Alexandrovskoe, there were only four houses there. Everybody knew about the history of a drowned man and call the brothers as the Utoplennikovs.  At the execution of documents their surname was written as Utoplennikov. But according to some other sources there is information that their real family surname was Meshcheryakov. 
The same story happened to my great-great grandfather Terenty Trofimovich Trofimov. Before arriving in Siberia from Byelorussia my ancestor was Golynsky, but in Siberia his children were called as Trofimov’s children. So at the execution of documents the surname was written as Trofimov.
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My great-great-great grandfather Trofim Evseev came to Siberia from the city of Vladimir at the beginning of the 20th century.  He had a large farm and he was considered a well-to-do farmer. From the stories about my relatives I understood that they worked hard, liked their families and the land where they lived, so the farm was in progress. But during the period of collectivization my ancestor was dispossessed as the kulak.  Only 80 years later we understand that the policy of dispossession of the kulaks has damaged the agriculture of the country a lot. Many families were separated from their lands and died during resettlement. Gathering the stories about my ancestors’ lives, I feel involved into the history of Siberia and the whole country as well.
Glorious Pages of My Relatives’ Lives
The first page is devoted to my great grandmother Anna Grigorievna Kolmakova. During the Great Patriotic War she worked in the trunk telephone station in Porosino. At the age of 19 my granny loaded logs and sawed wood boards. It was very hard to work in the timber land. 

For her valiant and selfless labour during the war my grandmother was decorated with the Medal for Valiant Labour in the Patriotic War.
After the Great Patriotic War she started to work as a calf-tender in the farm of Rybolovo. The life became difficult but interesting. She looked after calves: fed them, cleaned cubs up and loved them. 

My grandmother was awarded with many medals and orders:  
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1970 – Medal for Valiant Labour, 
1973 – Order of the Badge of Honor,
1975 – «1975 socialist competition winner» award,
1977 –«1977 socialist competition winner» award,

1978 –«1978 socialist competition winner» award,

1980 – Medal for Veterans of Labour,
1995 – Jubilee Medal for the 50th Anniversary of Victory in the Great Patriotic War.
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This page tells about my great grandparents who happened to live and work during the Great Patriotic War.
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My great grandmother Maria Efimovna Trofimova began working at the age of 16, as a trainee of a collector in the district newspaper. In 1942 she worked in the rafting of timber. From 1943 to 1947 she was a typist in the District Committee of the Communist Party. From 1949 to 1963 my great grandmother worked a typist in the District Executive Committee. She has several anniversary medals and Medal for Victory over Germany.
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My great grandfather Alexei Terentievich Trofimov went to the front in 1942 when he was only 18 years old. In 1944 he was wounded and demobilized. After the war my great grandfather worked as a party organizer in the village Latat. He was awarded with the Medal for Bravery, Medal for Combat Service and Order of the Patriotic War. He died in 1987.
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This page is about the great grandparents by my mother’s side.
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My great grandmother Pelageya Kuzminichna Preimachuk was a very kind and cheerful woman. My granny was dairymaid in the village of Chesnoki, Asino District. When the activation of Young Communist Leagues started, she was in the van. Those young women of that time were called “krasnokosynochnitsy” (“red headscarves”). So was my great grandmother. Granny Polya brought up 10 children.   
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My great grandfather Pyotr Mikhailovich Preimachuk went through the Finnish War (1939 – 1940). In 1941 he went to the front when the fascists attacked the Soviet Union. Near Murmansk he was wounded and came back home one-legged. In spite of his severe injury my great grandfather went on working for the benefit of the people. He worked as a farm manager in the settlement of Zarechny. My great grandfather was awarded with Medal for Bravery and Order of the Patriotic War. 
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Let's Remember Those Soldiers
Let's remember those soldiers 
No matter alive or dead 
Hold them dear to our hearts 
And keep their memories in our heads 
Let's remember those soldiers 
They are fighting for our rights 
Before you go to sleep tonight 
Say a prayer for them tonight 
Let's remember those soldiers 
Even ones from wars of the past 
Though some are dead and gone 
Let's make sure their memories last 
Let's remember those soldiers 
And not just count them as a loss 
For they are truly the ones 
That pay the ultimate cost 
                         (by Norman Hale Jr.) 

I devote this page to my great grandfathers who gave their lives for our Motherland in the Great Patriotic War. We must remember those soldiers.
Their names are Vasily Mikhailovich Utoplennikov, Mikhail Timofeevich Karpov, Alexei Timofeevich Karpov, Semyon Mikhailovich Preimachuk, Ivan Mikhailovich Preimachuk and Ivan Grigorievich Akentiev.
I know that Alexei Timofeevich Karpov was killed in Smolensk and Ivan Grigorievich Akentiev was killed in the battle liberating the village Kamenno-Pototskoye in the Poltava Region from the fascist enemies on the 23rd of November 1943. Ivan Mikhailovich Preimachuk was missing in the World War 2. 
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The Trofimovs’ Dynasty
Wherever a man lives, he longs for home and his birthplace…
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My grandfather Yuri Alexeevich Trofimov was born in the village of Alexandrovskoe in Tomsk district. After graduating from the secondary school in his native village, he was conscripted into the military service in May, 1970. My grandpa served in the navy of Khabarovsk. In 1971 he brought his young wife Svetlana Petrovna Preimachuk to Khabarovsk and there their son (my father) Vitaly was born. In 1972 my grandfather was given the rank of midshipman.  In 1972-1977 he worked as a senior sport trainer and taught the students of Khabarovsk military school physical training and special training in the swimming pool. As my grandpa had always dreamt about working at school, he entered Khabarovsk State Pedagogical Institute in 1973 and in 1977 he graduated from it. The military service was over and my grandparents returned home, to Siberia. They were sure that the nature and the climate in Siberia were better than anywhere else and people were kinder. 
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My father, Vitaly Yurievich Trofimov, followed in his father’s footsteps. He graduated from Tomsk State Pedagogical Institute as a physical education teacher. He married Irina Anatolievna Akentieva.  She is also a teacher and works in a primary school.
Now my grandpa and my parents are working at school. Grandpa works in the village of Rybalovo near the city of Tomsk. My parents work at School №83 in Seversk, Tomsk Region. 

Thus, in Siberia a teachers’ dynasty appeared – the Trofimovs’ Dynasty. 

I have found the article in the local newspaper about our dynasty. 
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Here is my translation of this article: 
“Yuri Alexeevich Trofimov, a physical education teacher by trade and by birth, is well-known not only in his settlement of Rybolovo. Now the name of Vitaly Yurievich, who has followed in his father’s steps, is also known in the district. A teacher’s dynasty is born. Therefore, there are dynasties not only in industry and agriculture. And the Trofimovs’ work is worth a lot: they bring up children to be a healthy generation and this is not less important than to grow a rich harvest…”
 

From the newspaper “Tomskoe Predmestie (Tomsk Outskirts)”, 1995
I am proud that I was born in the Trofimovs’ dynasty.

My Family Tree 


A family tree is a chart representing family relationships in a conventional tree structure. The more detailed family trees are often used in medicine, genealogy, and social work.
Genealogical data can be represented in several formats, for example as a pedigree or an ancestor chart in the form of a tree. In general, there are two variants of making such tees: one way is when the oldest generations are at the bottom and the newer generations are at the top of the tree; the second variant is vice versa, i.e. the person who starts the genealogical investigation is placed at the bottom. 

I’ve chosen the second variant of making a tree because I’ve been looking for my relatives for some years and this investigation hasn’t finished yet. My family tree is growing and I hope to find much more about my relatives.

I started to make my family tree from myself. Then I put photos of my parents, my grandparents, my great grandparents and great-great grandparents on the poster and now you can see my family tree. 

So having done my research work in Russian (because my nearest relatives are Russian), I try to translate all the information into the English language. I hope that in the nearest future it can be useful. Why?

The reasons are the following: 

· I will be able to contact with foreign archives, especially if I want to find my relatives in Canada. 

· The knowledge of English can help me in my further search in different countries, because almost all my ancestors came to Siberia from the West.

· If I travel abroad, I will be able to tell the people of different nationalities about my family roots, about the history of my family, as English is an international language.

As I’ve made my first project in Russian first and only then in English, now I have family trees in both languages. 

Besides, I’ve made genealogical trees by my father’s side (the Utoplennikovs – the Trofimovs – the Preimachuks) and the genealogical tree by my mother’s side (the Evseevs – the Akentievs – the Karpovs). All the information on the posters is in Russian and in English.
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Conclusion
The astonishing thing about Russian genealogy is the fact that it is possible at all. My personal experience is a good example. Starting with the surnames of my grandparents, six years later I have found almost 200 relatives, learned about the lives of my ancestors from seven generations. Now my research covers the period from tsarist Russia of the 19th century up to the present time.

While I was studying the genealogy of my family, I learned a lot of new things. Some information was told me by my parents and grandparents. Then I went to the village of Alexandrovskoye and talked to its old residents. I studied all the letters and documents in our family archive. I made copies of some documents which I had found. I paid attention to the dates and places of birth of my ancestors, visited some of those places and found much new about my relatives. I saw how their fates were connected with the history of Siberia and the whole country.
Due to my research I can draw the following conclusions:

1) My earliest ancestors remembered were my great-great grandfathers Matvei Meshcheryakov, Trofim Evseev and Kalina Sergeevich Preimachuk. They lived in the 19th century and their fates were closely connected with Siberia.
2) My ancestors were suffered from the tsarist regime and were deported from Ukraine and Byelorussia, but my great grandfathers defeated our Motherland during the Great Patriotic War and some of them gave their lives for our freedom.
3) All my ancestors had a lot of children: up to ten, both boys and girls. The most popular boys' names are Alexander, Ivan, Alexei and Anatoly. The most popular girls' names are Elena, Galina, Lyubov and Anna.
4) All my ancestors were hard-working, very talented and creative people. They could sing, dance and draw well. My great grandmother Anna Grigorievna Akentieva played the balalaika and liked to sing songs with his family. She had a nice voice and sang folk songs beautifully and emotionally. My grandmother Olga Viktorovna Karpova (Akentieva) sang in a choir. My mother Irina Anatolievna Trofimova (Karpova) can dance and draw well.
5) The main tradition of my family has remained to get together at different holidays and to value family relations. All of my relatives wherever they live always contact with each other and help each other in difficult situations. I like when all my relatives get together on different occasions, both happy and sad, and I am proud of my large family and I am sure they will always support me when I am in need because we are devoted to each other. 
 My research work hasn’t finished yet and my family tree is and will be growing. 

This year we have written a letter to the television programme “Zhdi menya”. My grandmother Olga Viktorovna Karpova tries to find her sister. 

We also try to find another my relative Ivan Mikhailovich Preimachuk who was missing in the World War 2. We considered him dead but my relatives said that in 1950 they saw an article in the newspaper with his name. According that article he lived in Canada and looked for his family. But at the time it was impossible to have relatives-dissidents and the newspaper was burnt.   
So I have much to do.

Moreover, in the near future I’m going to investigate the following new questions:

1) the social status of my relatives;

2) ethnic origin of my ancestors, i.e. national background;

3) the geography of my relatives’ habitation and

4) faleristics (with the help of my relatives’ awards).

I hope that my research project will inspire everybody to keep up family traditions, respect their ancestors and remember them.
I absolutely agree with the Chinese proverb – "To forget one's ancestors is to be a brook without a source, a tree without a root".
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Family Photo Album
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Efim 


    Anna                         Terenty                           Daria

       Philippovich                  Philippovna             Trofimovich               Gerasimovna
     Utoplennikov      
Utoplennikova           Trofimov                      Trofimova
        1886-1951                    1889-1945           
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                   Maria Efimovna                                  Alexei Terentievich
                       Trofimova                                                 Trofimov
                         b.1922                                                     1924-1987

     Yuri Alexeevich
                                                        Trofimov
                                                          b.1951 


Grigory                    

      Agrafena

                      Ulyana 

          Akentiev                                 Trofimovna                            Potapovna

        Akentievna (Evseeva)        Karpova  (Parchevskaya)

       
                                                 1889-1976


1914-1959

              Anna Grigorievna                    
            Valentina Alexeevna
         Kolmykova (Akentievna)                                      Karpova
                      1923-2004                                              1933-1994

 

  Anatoly Ivanovich                

    Olga Viktorovna 
          Akentiev     


             Akentieva (Karpova)
                        b. 1949                                        
             b.1953

                   
Mikhail Kalinych
                                                          Preimachuk
                                                         1880 – 1975 
                                              


            Pelageya Kuzminichna                                         Pyotr Mikhailovich
            Kovalchuk (Preimachuk)                                       
 Preimachuk       
                        1914 – 1984                                                        1913 – 1994


Svetlana Petrovna 

                                                   Trofimova (Preimachuk)

                                                                    b.1951
19

