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 Topicality
One of the greatest epochs in the life of humanity is the middle Ages period. The degrees had different rights and duties, played different socially-political and economic role. Te royal power headed   their mercenary aims providing balance and stability to the society.  The necessity of saving unity, stability and further nation development made incredibly important the personality of the man who ruled the government no matter whether he was a clever and firm politician or a toy in the hands of different political leaders.

        The closest people around the ruling persons and the population of the countries estimated their activity and showed their attitude to them in different ways. One of the most widespread and democratic forms of people’s attitude demonstration is giving epithets nicknames or characterising epithets to the kings or queens. Most of  the European monarchs had them.  Thus, as the throne of Britain was occupied by eleven royal dynasties consisted of sixty-one monarch person; the subject of our research work is fully related to its monarchs. 

The nicknames of the royal persons and the reason of their getting is going to be very important for the research.  The problem is significant scientific because:

- to know more about royal persons: their appearance and features of their character;

- to determine rule peculiarities of this or that monarch;

- to understand their life, customs, traditions and language better;

- to broad linguistic knowledge in the field of such science as onomastics. 

The purpose of our research is to find out the British Monarch’s epithets and nicknames, the reason of their getting.

According to the purpose of our research there were find the following problems:

- to give the characteristic of monarch’s full name and its separate parts;

- to give the definition to the words “characterising epithet” and “nickname” and define the difference between them;

- to find out what kind of nicknames and epithets British Monarchs had, determine the reasons of their getting; 
- to study the classification of the reasons according to which the nicknames and epithets were given. 

The object of the research paper is onomastics of the English language.

The subject of the scientific research is proper names consisted of epithets and nicknames which were given to the English and British monarchs during their reign.

Researching the problem the following methods of scientific cognition were used:

- analysis and synthesis;
- comparison;
- generalisation;
- classification;
- definition of concepts.
The literature used while preparing the report can be separated into several groups: 

- reference- books and dictionaries;

- scientific publications, which represent both monographs and articles from magazines;

- Manuals; 
- and also - the Internet resources.
The applied prospectively practical significance is 
· in using the material on the lessons of  English , history and literature as the result of the research. It can be used while studying topics concerning Great Britain,
·  elective courses in the English language 
· and also on extracurricular activities devoted to history and present-day life of the British society.
·  The prepared presentation can be the basis for the advanced self-learning of the British History and the English language.

Unit I. Forms of a monarch’s name. Nicknames and сharacterising epithets as a part of a monarch’s name

         Analysis of the research papers devoted to the problem of onomastics , gave us the opportunity to know that monarchs and other royal representatives could have several names (6). The fullest name could be made up of a long line of titles, epithets and characterising nicknames. For example, the full name of the British King Henry IV sounds as: Henry IV Lancaster, King of England, Earl of Derby, Duke of Hereford, Bolingbroke. 

        The separate parts of the full name can be divided into five main groups:

        - Birth name – personal name (given name), patronymic (middle name) and ancestral names (surname or family name);

- Throne name is the name which a monarch person got becoming the king (the queen)
. It could contain an ordinal number which differed this monarch from other with the same name representatives of his (her) dynasty;

- Title name – includes a noble man’s title, usually more than one;

- Epithet stands for the tile name. When saying an epithet throne number is not used;

- Nicknames –nicknames given with the birth very often were included into the full monarch’s name.

For example, Henry’s IV name can be divided into separate parts: 

[image: image3.jpg]


- King Henry IV (according to the royal title)

- Henry Lancaster (according to the ancestral name)

- Henry IV English (according to the throne name)

- Henry Hereford (according to the Duke Hereford’s title)

       - Henry Derby (according to the Earl Derby’s title)

- Henry Bolingbroke (a nickname according to the birth)

Person could be known to his contemporaries and next generations under any of the listed names. All names have never been used simultaneously. In most cases a monarch’s name consisted of a shorten form of one or two elements. For example Henry IV Lancaster. 

As it has already been noticed, characterising epithets and nicknames were the part of a royal person’s name. In most cases they made a monarch more recognizable.
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       For example:  Richard I Plantagenet, Duke of Aquitania, Earl D’ Puate, King of England, Duke of  Normandy, Earl Andjuisky, Turkish and Manskiy  we all know as Richard the Lionheart. Exactly with this inscription the monument to king Richard was erected in London. 
          It should be emphasized that nicknames connected with the negative personal characteristics or physical defects were not included into official monarch’s name. At the same time laudatory nicknames and epithets were an indispensable part of an official name.

Conclusion:

English and British monarchs’ names had two forms – the long and short one. Very often nicknames and characterising epithets were made up of short monarchs’ names, which were more popular than the full ones and were used seldom. Having positive sense nicknames and epithets became a part of the full monarch’s name afterwards. Nicknames with negative tinge were never became the part of the names.

Unit II. Problem of concepts "nickname" and "epithet" in modern linguistics
        Today the researchers haven not come to the common opinion concerning the term “nickname”. In “Russian language  Dictionary” by S.V. Ojegov, the definition “nickname” means a name given to a man according to his certain feature or characteristics (10). Almost the same definition can be found in Ushakov’s dictionary: “Nickname is a name given to a man without taking into consideration his own birth name. It reflects some features of character, appearance or some kind of activity of a person” (12). 

However in “Synonyms dictionary” it is emphasized that a nickname is not just a name pointed to a feature or peculiarity of a person, but “a name given to somebody as a joke or mockery”(11). Most modern researches find the interpretation as the correct one. They think that only a joking, mocking or even sometimes negative characteristic can be related to indisputable nicknames of the named person. For example – Ethelred the Unready, Henry Blue Beard. 

The theorists cannot come to a common opinion in the problem of “nickname”. The same thing concerns the concept “epithet”. But there is one moment which unite representatives of different points of view. The thing is that most monarch’s names cannot be related nicknames.(7) For instance: The Conqueror, the Great, the Saint, etc. The researches define them as epithets. It is emphasized that between the definitions “nickname” and “epithet” the difference is not so distinct.

 As a nickname epithet could be given to a monarch’s features of character or peculiarities of his (her) rule. It means that an epithet and nickname have similar function both of them emphasize one of the sides of a person or impression from him (her). For instance: Edmund Splendid and Active.

Nevertheless the researchers differentiate these two concepts. They consider that an epithet emphasizes a person’s individuality. It replaces the title name and throne number. As it was mentioned epithets became a part of the full monarch’s title name.

Conclusion:

There is still the problem of distinction the term “nickname” in modern onomastics. The researchers mainly think that the term distinction should be agreed with the emotional colouring. There is no one common opinion concerning distinction of such definitions as “epithet” and “nickname”. Both definitions perform common functions however epithets specially emphasize a person’s contribution to the History.
Unit 3. Nicknames and characterising epithets of English and British monarchs. The classification of the reasons of getting them.

Studying he works of such researches as O.A. Leonovich (7), Z.P. Nikulina (9), D.I. Ermolovich (2), we came to the conclusion that the researchers do not have common views not only concerning the distinction of the definitions “epithet’ and “nickname” but also they cannot come to mutual understanding in the question of the reasons of getting them. Today there are different variants of the classifications We have marked out those criteria of classification, which most researches had:

 - according to appearance;

- according to personal qualities.

The following British Monarchs are related to the first category: 
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· Richard Crookback, he was called so because he had a crookback and an unpleasant physiognomy.
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- Edward I Plantagenet was called “Longshanks” far his slim legs.

But it must be marked that not all nicknames revealed the reality.
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For example: Sven I had Svein Forkbeard nickname. He got it because of the moustache, but not because of the shape of his beard. 
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        William  Rufus also got his nickname because of the red colour of his face, but not because of his red hair.

      Nicknames given for personal qualities are related to the second category.
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For example: - Ethelred II Unready, was called so because there was neither wisdom nor progress in his rule. Vikings made raids by raids on British territory but the king did nothing to resist them. Constantly feared for his life the king decided to betray his motherland. One day he ordered to kill all the Danes lived among the West Saxons.
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Henry I “Well writer” took the nickname,  because of his good knowledge of Latin. It was the first well formed English king.
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          Richard I was one of the leaders of the third crusade campaign.  He was a cruel and capricious man. During the capitulation of Akra City, the local governor was not able to carry out the agreement; he couldn’t release all the prisoners paying two hundred thousand marks in gold. Richard came into a great rage and ordered to kill more than two thousand Moslem hostages that is the reason of calling him Richard the Lionheart.
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· Edmund II Ironside, was famous for his courage and bravery. His military uniform was made up of iron plates protected his body. Because of this fact he was called “Ironside”. In later times Cromwell’s soldiers fought against the king, had the same name. The researchers consider this name was given in honour of         the ancient hero.
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Harold I’s  nickname was “Harefoot “in other translations “Hareleg”. He was called so because of the quickness in running and hunting. Under other version had a nickname «Hare Foot» because of possible he was flat-footed
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Mary I Tudor  is more known as Bloody Mary. Not a single monument was established in her honour. Her name is associated with bloody reprisal. During her rule lots of «heretics» were burnt at the stake. The day of her death is a National holiday of the country.

Also there are some nicknames which can’t be related to the categories given above. The researcher D.I. Ermolovich define them as “situational” (2), that means that they arise in definite situations and some certain circumstances.
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For instance: - Henry VIII with his nickname “old copper nose”. When he governed the country, copper coins were made instead of silver; they were only covered with it. The silver rubbed off from the place on the coin where Henry VIII’s nose was.
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         Henry II “Curtmantle”  was called so because he liked to wear very short raincoats, which were made according to the French or Spanish design. They were very fashionable that time.
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 Richard III’s nickname was one of the most unusual names. 
It has received the first nickname "Humpback" for an external lack. But other, more known nickname, is not connected with its external data. Though none liked him for his cruelty and ugly appearance, his nickname wasn’t given him for that. Once during his fight for the throne the enemy cut his both legs. So Richard III stayed on the horse without legs. His body moved from one side to another, that’s why he was called “Humpty Dumpty”.
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       King Edward had “Black prince” nickname because of his black armour. 

There were some cases when nicknames were given after monarchs’ death.
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 For example: Edward the Martyr . This king was mortally wounded while he was sitting on a horse. He fell down the ground but his leg had stuck in the stirrup. The frightened horse dragged his body along the ground. The king’s contemporaries were awfully shocked with his cruel death. They gave him a posthumous nickname: “The Martyr”.

The reasons of reception of a characterising epithet, according to the majority of researchers, it is possible to classify as follows:
         - the place (birthplace, living place, fighting place etc);
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for instance: Edward II Carnarvonsky (he was born in the North Wales), Edward II Winzard (he was born in Winzard castle);
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- for the peculiar feature of the rule ;
 thus King William got such epithet as “the Conqueror” for he was an organizer and leader of the Norman Conquest in England;

- Some epithets in the British Monarchs’ names expressed the sign of special respect and Canonization. 
For instance:[image: image22.jpg]


  During King Alfred’s rule Anglo-Saxon kingdoms were consolidated round Essex. There happened such changes as reorganization of troops, building of fortresses and making of an important navy. As the result of a persistent struggle against the Danes, Alfred gained the power over South-Western England. At Alfred’s times the first court book was composed. It was the first collection of the English laws. Also there were taken measures about the culture and education development. For all these merits the King was awarded with the epithet “the Great” – “Alfred the Great”. 
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- King Edward got his epithet “Confessor” for his devotion to Christian virtues and asceticism. For deeds the church beatified him, revered in our times. 
Sometimes a monarch’s nickname changed during his (her) life. 
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 For example: William I before the conquest of England in1066, had a rather bad sounded nickname: “Bastard” (it means born beyond marriage), as his parents were Duke of  Normandy and leather maker’s daughter. Nevertheless after the conquest of England he got “the Conqueror” epithet.
         But there are also some cases when a nickname and epithet used equally. Their usage depended on the situation. 
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      Thus Edward I Longlegged was known as much as Edward Scotsmen’s Hammer for his persistence in the conquest of Scotland. 

Conclusion:

The problem of “epithets” and “nicknames” classification has not been solved yet completely.The main criteria according to which nicknames are given to a person are its qualities and appearance. Some nicknames can be related to “situational”, that means that they arose in definite situations and some certain circumstances.  The classification of epithets has special signs of estimation, canonization, and outstanding rule characteristics. Also it may have special signs of birthplace, living places, places of battles in case they are connected with the famous person.

Unit 4. Nicknames and characterising epithets of the British monarchs now
          Since 17th century epithets have been given to the monarchs rarely. And now they are not used at all. On one hand it depends on the growth of monarchs’ importance and symbolism in the British society. On the other hand it depends on the strengthening of population’s respect towards the monarchy to whom mocking attitude is not permitted. 
          In the course of time the real rule over the country went to the English Prime Ministers, who stated getting nicknames and epithets as well as they were given to royal persons earlier. Such political figures as Mrs. Margaret Thatcher, Mr.Tony Blair, Gordon Brown (“Red Gordon”), Davd Cameron (“Firm David”) are a conformation of this fact.  




Margaret Thatcher – «Iron Lady»
Tony Blair – «Bushe’s poodle»  and «Teflon Tony»
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The nickname of the last British Queen Elizabeth II «Our national grandmother» was rather an exception of the rule than a confirmation of the tendency, as it was given because of the feeling of respect towards the queen’s venerable age.

Conclusion:
In conclusion it should be noted that nicknames and epithets play a very important part in the British monarchs’ life. We know of some monarchs’ rule because of their nicknames. Some of them are the pride of the country as they reflect the most important moments in its history. The kings and queens’ nicknames and epithets are a wonderful helpful material while learning not only history but also the language of the country. The unfinished state of the linguistic process, as it was told above, is the sign of its constant development.
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� Very often after accession to the throne it was forbidden to use the name which was given just after the birth.
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