Summary

One of the most important things when we study foreign language is grammar. It contains rules for the combination of words into sentences (syntax), and the forms of the words (morphology).

Dealing with morphology first of all we face such grammar phenomenon as “the article”.

 
The article is a structural part of speech used with nouns. The use of articles depends on the type of noun, context or situation; it is sometimes influenced by the syntactic relations in which the noun occurs.

 
First the good news: there are only three articles in English (“a/ an”, “the” and “no” article). 

 
Let’s speak first about such types of articles in modern English as the indefinite article (a/an) and (the) - the definite one.

The indefinite article has the forms “a” and “an”. The form “a” is used before words beginning with a consonant sound (a book, a pen, a student). The form “an” is used before words beginning with a vowel sound (an opera, an apple, etc.). But "a" is used before the initial vowel "u" when it is pronounced [ju:], before the initial letter "y", and before the word "one", e.g.: a union, a useful book, a yellow bag, a young man, a one-way street, a one-day stop. "An" is used before the initial consonant "h" in the cases when "h" is not pronounced (i.e. "h" is mute), e.g.: an hour, an honor, an honest man.


 
The indefinite article has developed from the Old English numeral an (one), and as a result of its origin it is used only with nouns in the singular.

 
The definite article has one graphic form “the”. It is pronounced in two ways: [ðə] and [ðı:]. [ðə] – before such words as “the union”, “the hunter” and [ðı:], for example, – before “the umbrella”, “the hour”. 

The definite article has developed from the Old English demonstrative pronoun “se” and in some cases it has preserved this demonstrative meaning in Modern English.

 
The use of the indefinite article implies that the object is presented as belonging to a class.

 
The use of the definite article shows that a particular object is meant.

 
The absence of articles with class noun in the plural, with abstract nouns and nouns of material has grammatical significance: it shows that the nouns are used in a general sense.

 
The bad news is that the proper use of articles is complex, especially when you get into the advanced use of English. That is why we consider that the subject of our work is worth discussing and actual.
 
So as far as you have understood the aim of our work is to generalize all the information about such grammar phenomenon of English language as “the article”. 

First of all we give the characteristic of countable and uncountable nouns, explain the use of every kind of articles with them and illustrate the material with lots of examples. 
The great attention we pay to the specific use of the definite and the indefinite articles and dedicate to those problems two chapters of our work.
Rich information is given about the use of articles in set expressions, with people's names and in the names of places. Lots and various examples are presented, as well. 
To our minds the parts of our work about idioms with people's names and proverbs with proper names are the extremely interesting, too.
We think you are convinced that the use of such grammar phenomenon of English language as “the article” is rather difficult. We hope our work will help you to prepare for your tests or exams. We tried to make easy the search of the information you need. You only have to turn to “Contents” and then follow the text. All the examples are put in italics.
