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SOME MORE GLIMPSES OF LONDON.
Introduction.

No one can deny that London is a cultural capital of Great Britain. Everybody knows the famous saying “When the man is tired of London, he is tired of life”. And it is true you can’t be bored in London because there are many sights there. Lots of palaces and churches, museums and galleries, entertaining centers and shops attract a great number of tourists from all over the world. In other words, any visitor can find something to his taste in London. We are told too much about London famous places of interest. But we’d like to speak of what we can see under London’s sky. There will be its streets, squares and parks, unique monuments and bridges. And even London heavy traffic will be a kind of attraction for us.

The aim of our work is to acquaint you with the history of the objects mentioned above. The work is addressed to students who study English, tourists who are planning to visit London and to people who are interested in making their cultural background richer. Let’s make a stroll about London.

I. Streets and their names.

The names of the streets and districts are often connected with the history of the city and the country.

But very often the names of the streets are so old and so changed that only few people know how this or that street got its name.

People, who read books by English writers, listen to the radio; see English films can’t help knowing such names as Trafalgar Square, Soho, Piccadilly, Charing Cross, etc.


Let’s begin with Charing Cross which is one of the oldest places in London.


 Once there was a small village in that place. The villagers were charing wood, making charcoal of it. That was why the village was named Charing.

In 1291, Eleanor, the English Queen, died outside London. Her husband wanted her body to be taken to Westminster Abbey and buried there. At every place where the funeral procession stopped a wooden cross was erected. The last place was at Charing and since then the place called Charing Cross. The reproduction of that cross can be seen at the entrance to Charing Cross Railway Station. Nowadays Charing Cross Road is known by its bookshops where one can buy books in different languages and of new and old editions.


No one, however, can explain “Soho” convincingly. The legend goes that in the old days there used to be green fields there and the people around went fox-hunting a great deal. When a hunter saw a fox he called to the dogs “So-Ho”, “So-Ho”!


 Now Soho is the district where one can see people of different types, hear them speaking of different languages. It is famous for its various restaurants.

 There are some short streets in Soho in which six or seven restaurants of different national cooking stand one after another in a line. One can have breakfast in a Greek restaurant, dinner – in Italian and supper – in American.
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A long time ago, the Strand was a thin line of houses along the road linking the City and Royal Westminster. Gradually and in its own right, it became one of the famous thoroughfares of the world. Every visitor to London goes down the Strand. Today it is the main artery of a busy commercial district – fruit, flowers, and vegetables in Covent Garden (and of course, opera) just to the north; publishing, and a vast variety of other enterprises. Though it hasn’t the elegance of the true West End, the Strand has an invigorating atmosphere of being closely connected with the workday world. 


While on the Strand you should certainly visit Somerset House, the home of the Inland Revenue and the Registrar, the gentleman who counts us all and records our entrance into the world and our exists; he also keeps our wills and marriage certificates.
Speaking of the West End no one can deny that it stands for the famous   Oxford Street and Regent Street. They both have few of elegant, aristocratic buildings.       
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Oxford Street is the stronghold of the consumer society, containing department stores and shops of every possible variety, some of them with names well-known all over the world. They include Debenhams, Mark & Spencer, John Lewis, all modern shops build of glass and steel. Only one has obstinately remained as it was, with a stone facade and neoclassical colonnade: Selfridge’s found by the American Gordon Selfridge in 1909, one of the biggest stores in London.

Regent Street emerges from Piccadilly Circus is a long, graceful curve, then run straight up to Oxford Circus. A wide street opened in 1813 – 1820, it was designed by Nash to link Carlton House in Pall Mall to Regent’s Park, but the project was partly realized because of many difficulties which it encountered. Regent Street is now the main link between the North and the South of London’s West End, and is also full of shops. Famous is the place, where Regent Street leaves Piccadilly Circus, with its picturesque curved front, rebuild by Reginald Bloomfield in 1920.


And now we are in Fleet Street. Fleet Street means newspapers, as this area is the headquarters of London’s press industry, the home of many important daily papers, distributed not only in the city but throughout England. In fact many millions newspapers a day leave the presses of Fleet Street. The street which takes its name from a steam called the Fleet River, now no more than an underground drain, runs from Ludgate Hill, in front of St. Paul’s, to the beginning of the Strand. In London they say that the character of Fleet Street papers is reflected in buildings in which they are produced. And in fact the serious nature of the conservative “Daily Telegraph” can be seen in heavy stone columns on the façade of the Daily Telegraph building. On the other hand, the modern building occupied by the “Daily Express” seems to match the aggressive qualities of the paper’s articles. Another newspaper, the “Daily Mirror”, which sells four million copies a day, occupies a tall red and white building.


Fleet Street on the whole has a fairly modern appearance, but in the narrow side streets and courts around it there is no shortage of an older, more picturesque air. Among old aristocratic pubs with painted signs is a site worth visiting, the house of Doctor Samuel Johnson, occupied by the famous writer from 1748 to 1759. It contains manuscripts, relics and first editions of his works.

There are many streets and districts in London which are so different that they seem to belong to different cities. In many cases it accounts for the profession of the inhabitants or their nationality.
 Harley Street is a street where prominent representatives of medical profession hold their consulting rooms

Bloomsbury is one of the central districts known as a lodging house district.
Piccadilly is one of the most famous streets in London. There all kinds of clubs, social, political and literary. All the clubs in the neighborhood of Piccadilly are expensive and are really only for the wealthy people.
I. Squares.
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Being in London no one can visit Piccadilly Circus. This small square irregularly shaped, is usually considered the center of London. The square is at its most striking by night; when the neon advertising signs on the facades of the buildings create a vortex of changing light. The name Piccadilly, now one of the best known parts of London, is said to have had a curious origin. 
Actually it immortalized a man who is now forgotten. The man, Robert Baker, was a tailor who grew rich by making high collars called “piccadillies” which had an enthusiastic reception among London’s young noblemen. The tailor’s shop itself came to be called Piccadilla House, and the name, slightly changed, has lived on. 
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The aluminum statue, done by Alfred Gilbert and placed on top of the square’s fountain in 1892, has always been believed to depict Eros. This is an odd misunderstanding of its symbolism, because in fact it represents the angel of Christian Charity and was erected in memory of the philanthropist Anthony Cooper, who had dedicated his life to helping the poor of London. 
There are a number of theatres and cinemas in the streets around of Piccadilly Circus, so this part of London is generally called “Theatreland”.
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The next stop is Trafalgar Square. It is perhaps the liveliest and busiest part London. Some reason for a large crowd to gather there is never lacking: either to celebrate the New Year by taking a swim in the fountains, or to stage a protest demonstration, or to sing carols under the huge fir-tree which Norway gives England every Christmas. The great square was begun in 1830 by the architect John Nash and was completed in 1841. It was called Trafalgar Square to commemorate the great battle which Lord Nelson won on 21 October 1805 against the Franco-Spanish fleet. Nelson himself lost his life in the battle dying on board his ship, Victory after hearing the news of his great victory. And it is to Nelson that the tall granite column, 185 feet high in the center of the square is dedicated. It is guarded at the base by four bronze lions. Round the base are four bronze carvings, representing Nelson’s famous naval victories.                                               

      Trafalgar Square is not used only for the commemoration of Admiral Nelson. It is also the meeting place-of the members and supporters of the British peace movement. In fact, mass rallies take place here and the monument’s plinth is often used as platform by the speakers.

Leicester Square seems to be a pleasant green oasis in the busy city. There are many trees and flowers in it. In the middle there is a fountain and a fine statue of Shakespeare.  Leicester Square is considered to be the place of entertainment and night clubs.

Why are all the streets of London so different?


They say that London is the city which was never planned.

After the Great Fire in 1666 when 3 000 houses and 97 churches were destroyed, Christopher Wren, the famous English architect, drew up a great plan for the reconstruction of London, but the merchants and rich landlords did not care much about the city. Many times they agreed to the plan and then rejected it, because they were anxious to start their business and not to waste time. That’s why they built their houses and shops according to their own plans.

 It was only after World War П when many buildings were ruined that Londoners decided to reconstruct their city. Nowadays tourists from all over the world admire the picturesque streets, squares, monuments, parks and bridges of London.
II. Memorials and Monuments.

Walking along the streets every tourist stops and, of course, searches the great memorials and monuments.
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 We begin with Queen Victoria Memorial. The monument of Queen Victoria, who came to the throne at the age of 18, made of marble and bronze, was designed by Sir. Thomas Brook and erected in 1901 in front of Buckingham Palace. Surmounting it is the bronze figure of Winged Victory. The marble statue of the Queen herself, some 13 feet high, is surrounded by groups of allegorical statues, depicting Maternity, Justice, Truth and Progress.
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One more Royal monument is The Albert Memorial. It was built in 1876 as the national memorial to the Prince Consort. A statue shows the prince, underneath a huge Gothic canopy, with the catalogue of the Great Exhibition of 1851 which was held in Hyde Park.
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The area around Hyde Park Corner has several monuments. The most imposing of them is the Wellington Arch, with its single archway framed by pillars and columns, erected in 1825. On the top is the statue of Prince in quadriga, made by Adrian Jones in 1912.  
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The Marble Arch, designed a hundred and thirty years ago, is believed to have been inspired by the Arch of Constantine in Rome. Intended as the main gateway to Buckingham Palace, it is popular supposed to have been too narrow to admit the state coach, and in 1851 it was moved to its present site at the north-east entrance to Hyde Park. Sixty years ago the park railings were set back to allow room for the traffic to pass its side, and in 1960 the Marble Arch was further divorced from the park by a new road built to relieve the appalling traffic congestion around the arch.

[image: image10.jpg]



Passing by Whitehall we can see the Cenotaph. The Cenotaph is the monument, erected in 1920 to commemorate the soldiers killed during the World War I. One can see the words on it “To the Glorious Dead”. Nowadays this monument in Whitehall is also to be considered as the monument to the soldiers of the World War П. On Remembrance Sunday thousands of people lay wreaths to the Cenotaph in memory of those who defended the country from its enemies.
III. Bridges.
Speaking about London with its streets, squares and monuments we can’t say a word of its bridges. Albert Bridge, Chelsea Bridge, Vauxhall Bridge, Lambeth Bridge, Westminster Bridge, Waterloo Bridge, Blackfriars Bridge, London Bridge and Tower Bridge are among them. 

The importance of the Thames since ancient times has left its mark. From the bridges we can see how greatly London has changed over the years.


Under Lambeth Bridge, the river flows on past Victoria flower gardens towards Westminster Bridge.  Westminster Bridge is ornate and Victorian, its lamp – posts bearing the initials V (Queen Victoria) and A (Albert) lovingly entwined. Here are the Houses of Parliament and Big Ben, built in the 19th century in the fashionable “gothic” style. From here you can observe Cleopatra’s Needle – a huge obelisk carved in ancient Egypt and given to Queen Victoria and Great Britain in 1820. It was placed by the river in 1878.

Near Waterloo Bridge, on the south bank of the river is a group of modern buildings. These include the Festival Hall, Queen Elizabeth Hall and the new National Theatre.


 You can see the dome of St. Paul’s as you pass the widest of London’s bridges – Blackfriars Bridge.
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 The next bridge you come was once the first – London Bridge. It was originally made of wood, and the first stone bridge wasn’t built until 1176. It became famous for the houses, inns and shops crammed in upon it from end to end. A new London Bridge replaced this in 1831. But you won’t find this London Bridge either as it was sold to America in 1972. It was taken there stone by stone to be reassembled as a tourist attraction.

Tower Bridge is the last bridge before the sea. It harmonizes well with the Tower – although, architecturally, its twin towers are something of frauds, their granite faces hiding steel frameworks. 

IV. London traffic.
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Noisy traffic is heavily linked with London’s streets. We can’t imagine them without masses of busses, cars, and taxis. The English omnibuses are often called double-deckers, because they are very high and have seats on the upper and lower decks. 
The London busses first came into the streets in 1829. At first they were horse-drawn omnibuses, with three horses. The double-deckers of today are speedy and comfortable, but they seem to be very clumsy moving slowly through the endless line of taxis and cars. There are no trams in London since 1959. The main transport is underground, which is often called the “tube”. Fares there are high. The people prefer double-deckers; so many underground stations have been recently closed down.
V. Parks and gardens.
One of the special joys of London is the amount of space given over to parks, gardens and open areas. They provide a welcome visual and physical break from the mass of buildings and the heavy traffic. 
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Kew Gardens are famous Botanic Gardens on the bank of the Thames. The gardens and hothouses with rare flowers, trees and shrubs are well worth seeing. Hide Park, St. James’s Park, Green Park, Regent’s Park and Kensington Gardens are often called the lungs of London. St. James’s Park, the oldest in London, was created by Henry VШ and redesigned by his successors. Green Park, as its name suggests, mainly consists of lawns and trees. Hyde Park, originally a royal hunting forest, is the largest park in London, with an area of 630 acres. The park was once the property of Westminster Abbey, but Henry VШ made the area a royal deer park. Charles I opened it to the public and it became fashionable for carriage-driving and riding. In 1730 an artificial lake “Serpentine” was created in the park. Hyde Park is a place much frequented by Londoners, who love to take long walks there or else they go to Speakers’ Corner, the corner, where everyone can go and air their views to anyone who will listen.
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The bridge crossing the lake “Serpentine” marks the boundary between Hyde Park and Kensington Gardens, another royal park. 
Children gather by the statue of Peter Pan, James Barrie’s well-known story – book character, or sail their model boats on the Round Pond.

In the north of London is Regent’s Park with a zoo and an open air theatre. A trip along Regent’s Canal in a waterbus gives a chance to see London Little Venice, a quiet countryside area for rich people only as the land there is very expensive.
VI. Conclusion.

London is an ancient and one of the most beautiful cities in the world. In its streets you can easily find a place that will suit your interests. More over London is also a living city and like all living cities it is constantly developing. So our story about it can be endless. Let’s stop here for a while.
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