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I.Introduction

This research work deals with British monarchy. Why did we decide on the problem?
 Firstly, we strongly believe that the monarchy itself as well as the royal family is inseparably connected with the history and culture of the country. A great deal of unique traditions and ceremonies which attract tourists to the UK originated due to the royalty. In our opinion, the monarchy is at the heart of British life. Therefore, if we are going to understand Britain and its history, we need to understand the story of its royal family that contributed a lot to the English language and culture in general. By culture we mean the result of the social activity of people. Every new generation historically brings its piece into the whole process of the development of culture of this or that nation. Cultural development of the nation is essential for the development of every person belonging to it because his understanding and perception of the world is formed according to the society he grows up in and is influenced by the norms and values of this society.
Secondly, there are different opinions about modern British monarchy. Some people are sure that the monarch unites the country and gives it the sense of stability. Others think that the monarchy is anti-democratic and brings Britain back. The question is debated not only in the UK, but in many other countries. We can find a lot of discussions on the problem in the mass media, including the Internet. Thus we believe that such a controversial and polemic issue is worth researching.
 While working on the problem we found out that the history of British monarchy from the earliest times to the present day covers the colourful characters, extraordinary events, power struggles, and politics that have shaped one of the most famous institutions in the world. However, we find it absolutely impossible to cover such a long period of history in one research. That’s why we have made up our mind to focus on the modern period of British history monarchy, since the beginning of the XX-th century. 
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II. The Modern Monarchy.

        Before speaking to the problem of the research we find it necessary to consider some special features of British monarchy in general.
       The reigning monarch is not only the head of the state but also a symbol of the unity of the nation. The monarchy is Britain’s oldest secular institution, its continuity for over 1, 000 years was broken only once (1649-60).
	I would like to begin with the procedure accession the throne. The rules and regulations which determine the order of succession to the throne in the United Kingdom are relatively simple and easy to understand. Once a monarch dies, their eldest child becomes the new monarch immediately. There is no interval. The Accession Council gets together in St James’s Palace to proclaim the new king or queen. All members of the Privy Council are summoned. Members of the House of Lords, the Lord Mayor and aldermen and other leading citizens of the City of London, and High Commissioners of Commonwealth countries are invited to attend; then coronation follows. Following the proclamation, the Sovereign reads a declaration and takes the oath to preserve the Church of Scotland. The oath known as the accession declaration – an oath to maintain the established Protestant succession – is normally made at the next State Opening of Parliament.
There are rather strict regulations which determine the order of succession to the throne, in case the elder child is for some reason unable to accept the crown.         If the monarch is under 18 on succeeding to the throne, there is provision for a regent to be appointed. This can also happen if the monarch is totally incapacitated.[footnoteRef:1] [1: English.The Development of the British Monarchy. 2009.№17 ] 

Although the monarchy was already limited by the Constitutional Revolution in 1688, its function changed radically from the mid-nineteenth century onwards. In the 1860s and 1870s there was open talk of republicanism. However, Queen Victoria, ably advised by her prime minister, remodeled the monarchy to make it appear as the public symbol of national unity and as the paragon of family life in Britain.
     The rapidly growing middle and working classes of Britain’s cities loved it. Most of the formalized ritual, for example the State Opening of Parliament and Trooping the Colour, were invented at this time to generate a feeling of timeless tradition as a counterweight to the social shock waves of the Industrial Revolution. The monarchy offered the public a romantic link with a largely imaginary past.
So, one more point of interest I would like to turn on, is the British people’s keeping to peculiar royal customs ,traditions, and  ceremonies which make Great Britain a special country. 
   


II.1. Royal Traditions

Changing the guard
The Buckingham Palace is the center  of the Royal power. It was built in 1703 by the Duke of Buckingham. King George III bought the palace in 1761. It is now the official home of Queen Elizabeth and the British Royal Family. There are nearly 6 hundred rooms in the Palace and three miles of red carpet.
    Buckingham Palace is like a small town, with a police station, two post offices, a hospital, a bar, two sport clubs, a disco, a cinema, and a swimming pool. Two men work full-time to look after the 300 clocks. About 700 people work for the Palace.
One of the most impressive and popular displays of royal pageantry is Changing the Guard, which takes place at Buckingham Palace every day, including Sunday, at 11.30.
The troops who take part are selected from the five regiments of Foot Guards. Their numbers are depended on whether the Queen is in residence or not. These form the famous Brigade of Guards, and they consist of the Grenadiers, the Coldstream Guards, and the Welsh, Irish and Scots Guards.
The men of the duty guard march from either Wellington or Chelsea Barracks to Buckingham Palace with a band, which during the actual ceremony plays in the forecourt of the Palace.
The guard to be relieved forms at the southern end of the forecourt under the command of the Captain of the Queen’s Guard. They are drawn up into two ranks. Before they are stood at ease, the colour is paraded by the ensign on duty. Each regiment has two colours─ a royal one and a regimental one. The royal colour can be seen only when the queen is at home. Sometimes the colour  is  decorated with a laurel wreath, signifying the anniversary of a battle in which the regiment was engaged.
The new guard enters the forecourt by the north gate. As it approaches, the old guard is called to attention. The new guard is then halted to be formed into files before it advances to position at a slow march. While this is taking place, the band plays. Later the band leads the old guard back to their barracks.
Now a word about the colourful uniforms of the Foot Guards. On ceremonial duty these are scarlet tunics, blue trousers are bearskin caps. Apart from the Scots Guards, the regiments have distinctive plumes. It is easy to identify the different regiments by looking closely at the spacing of their tunic buttons. The oldest regiment, the Grenadier Guards, have singly-spaced buttons; the Coldstream guards are in groups of two; the Scots, Irish and Welsh Guards in groups of three, four and five respectively.
The Brigade of Guards serves as a personal bodyguard to the Sovereign.    When the Queen is in residence at Buckingham Palace, there is a guard of four sentries. Only two are on duty when she is away from London.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Khimunina T., Konon  N., Walshe I.Customs, Traditions and Festivals in Great   Britain.Ленинград:Просвещение.Ленинградское отделение,1975.с.123] 


Mounting the guard
    Another colourful spectacle that always attracts London sightseers is Mounting the Guard, at the Horse Guards, in Whitehall.
    It can be seen at 11 a. m. every weekday and at 10 a. m. on Sundays.
    The guard is provided by a detachment of the Household Cavalry and involves units of the Royal Horse Guards, known as the "Blues", and the Life Guards, sometimes referred to as "The Tins".
    The Life Guards wear scarlet uniforms and white metal helmets with white horsehair plumes and have white sheepskin saddles. The Royal Horse Guards wear deep-blue tunics and white metal helmets with red horsehair plumes and have black sheepskin saddles.
Both wear steel cuirasses — body armour that reaches down to the waist and consists of a breastplate and a back plate buckled or otherwise fastened together. It is said that many of these cuirasses retain the battle scars that were inflicted during the famous battle of Waterloo, which was in fact the last time they were worn in armed combat. The uniforms are completed with buckskin breeches, black jackboots and spurs.
The actual ceremony is dependent on whether or not the Queen is in residence in London. If she is, there is more to see. On these occasions the ceremony is performed by what has become known as the "long guard". The guard is commanded by an officer in charge of sixteen troopers, a corporal of horse, a corporal major, and a trumpeter. The trumpeter rides a grey horse; the others ride black chargers. A standard is carried, except when the Queen is not in London, when, also, there is no officer in command.
First the old guard is dismissed. It is drawn up in the forecourt, which faces Whitehall. With the arrival of the new guard, the trumpeter sounds a call. The two officers salute and then stand their horses side by side while the guard is changed. The ceremony lasts for just over fifteen minutes, and ends with the old guard returning to its barracks.[footnoteRef:3]  [3:   Khimunina T., Konon  N., Walshe I.Customs, Traditions and Festivals in Great Britain.Ленинград:Просвещение.Ленинградское отделение,1975.с.125
] 

Trooping the Colour
During the month of June, a day is set aside as the Queen's official birthday. This is usually the second Saturday in June. On this day there takes place on Horse Guards' Parade in Whitehall the magnificent spectacle of Trooping the Colour, which begins at about 11.15 a. m..
This is pageantry of rare splendour, with the Queen riding side-saddle on a highly trained horse.
The Queen's Official Birthday does not coincide with when she was born. Edward VII, who reigned from 1901 to 1910, and whose birthday was on 9-th November, in autumn, moved the ceremony to summer in the hope of good weather. 
As she rides on to Horse Guards' parade the massed array of the Brigade of Guards, dressed in ceremonial uniforms, await her inspection.
For twenty minutes the whole parade stands rigidly to attention while being inspected by the Queen. Then comes the Trooping ceremony itself, to be followed by the famous March Past of the Guards to the music of massed bands, at which the Queen takes the Salute. The precision drill of the regiments is notable.
The ceremony ends with the Queen returning to Buckingham Palace at the head of  her Guards.
The Escort to the Colour, chosen normally in strict rotation, then mounts guard at the Palace.[footnoteRef:4] [4:  Khimunina T., Konon  N., Walshe I.Customs, Traditions and Festivals in Great Britain.Ленинград:Просвещение.Ленинградское отделение,1975.с.126
] 


The Ceremony of the Keys
Speaking about the royal traditions I cannot help mentioning one more tourist attraction, the Tower of London. One of the most unusual ceremonies is the Ceremony of the Keys. Every night at 9.53 p. m. the Chief Warder of the Yeomen Warders (Beefeaters) of the Tower of London lights a candle lantern and then makes his way towards the Bloody Tower. In the Archway his Escort await his arrival. The Chief Warder, carrying the keys, then moves off with his Escort to the West Gate, which he locks, while the Escort "present arms". Then the Middle and Byward Towers are locked.
The party then return to the Bloody Tower Archway, and there they are halted by the challenge of the sentry. "Halt!" lie commands. "Who goes there?" The Chief Warder answers, "The keys." The sentry demands, "Whose keys?" "Queen Elizabeth's keys," replies the Chief Warder. "Advance, Queen Elizabeth's keys; all's well," commands the sentry.
Having received permission to proceed through the Archway, the party then form up facing the Main Guard of the Tower. The order is given by the officer-in-charge to "Present Arms". The Chief Warder doffs his Tudor-style bonnet and cries, "God  preserve Queen Elizabeth." "Amen," answer the Guard and Escort.
    At 10 p. m. the bugler sounds the "Last Post". The Chief Warder proceeds to the Queen’s House, where the keys are given into the custody of the Resident Governor and Major.
The Ceremony of the Keys dates back 700 years and has taken place every night during that period, even during blitz of London in the last war. On one particular night, April 16, 1941, bomb blast disrupted the ceremony, knocking out members of the Escort and Yeomen Warders. Despite this, the duty was completed.
Only a limited number of visitors are admitted to the ceremony each night. Application to see it must be made at least forty-eight hours in advance at the Constable's office in the Tower. Visitors with permission are admitted at 9.40 p. m. and leave at 10 p. m.[footnoteRef:5] [5:  Там же.с.128
] 


The Sovereign’s Entry into the City of London
 	Whenever the Sovereign wishes to enter the City of London on state occasions, he or she is met by the Lord Mayor at the site of Temple Bar, which marks the City boundary. First the Sword and Mace are reversed; then the Lord Mayor surrenders the City's Pearl Sword as a symbol of the Sovereign's over-riding authority.
The City Sword is held pointing downwards. The Sovereign then touches its hilt and returns it immediately. On receiving it back, the Lord Mayor bears it before the Sovereign, after which the royal party is allowed entry.
This custom dates back to 1588, on the occasion of Queen Elizabeth's drive to Old St. Paul's to give thanks for the defeat of the Spanish Armada. [footnoteRef:6] [6:  Khimunina T., Konon  N., Walshe I.Customs, Traditions and Festivals in Great   Britain.Ленинград:Просвещение.Ленинградское отделение,1975.с.127] 


Swan-upping
It is an old and unusual tradition to mark the young swans on the River Thames. Once a year, usually in the second half of July, the ceremony of Swan-Upping and Marking is performed from gaily flagged skiffs by the Queen's Swanmaster and the Swanmasters of the Dyers and Vintners. The Swanmasters wear special gold-braided uniforms, and their assistants are dressed in striped jerseys. Their task is to mark cygnets on the Thames from London Bridge to Henley-on-Thames. Royal swans are marked by five nicks in the bill, but those of the Dyers' Company and the Vintners are recorded by two nicks. When swans were first introduced into Britain (probably from Cyprus about the thirteenth century) they were very rare and were considered a great delicacy in the kitchens of the nobility. They were proclaimed royal birds, and the reigning sovereign was, and still is, Seigneur of the Swans. Ownership of all the swans on the Thames is divided between the Queen and two of the oldest trade Companies in the City of London, the Dyers and the Vintners. These two Companies were granted the privilege in the reign of Elizabeth I. 
There are always several hundred birds to be marked, and the job takes a week or more to complete. [footnoteRef:7] [7:  Там же.с.128] 

These royal ceremonies are gorgeous and picturesque but, at the same time, they are said to be a heavy burden to the national budget. 

II 2. The History of the British National Anthem.
      
«God Save the King» was a patriotic song first publicly performed in London in 1745, which came to be referred to as the National Anthem from the beginning of the nineteenth century. The words and tune are anonymous, and may date back to the seventeenth century.
       In September 1745 the « Young Pretender» to the British Throne, Prince Charles Edward Stuart, defeated the army of King George II at Prestonpans, near Edinburgh. In a fit of patriotic fervour after news of Prestonpans had reached London, the leader of the band at the Theatre Royal, Drury Lane, arranged «God Save the King» for performance after a play. It was a tremendous success and was repeated nightly thereafter.This practice soon spread to other theatres, and the custom of greeting the Monarch with the song was thus established.[footnoteRef:8] [8:  English. What Is The History of The British National Anthem. 2000.№27
] 

       There is no authorized version of the National Anthem as the world are a matter of tradition. The words used are those sung in 1745, substituting «Queen for King» where appropriate . On official occasions, only the first verse is usually sung, as follows:
God save our gracious Queen!
Long Live our noble Queen!
God save the Queen!
Send her victorious,
Happy and glorious,
Long to reign over us,
God save the Queen.
     An additional verse is occasionally sung:
Thy choicest gifts in store
On her be pleased to pour,
Long may she reign.
May she defend our laws,
And give us ever cause,
To sing with heart and voice,
God save the Queen.
Other royal symbols are British Royal coat of Arms, crown and Royal Standards. The Queen distinguishes between her various roles by using a personal flag –initial E and crown within a chaplet of roses- for use at Commonwealth meetings where the Royal Standard would be inappropriate, or by using special Standards in her various realms. The Queen, though not being part of the machinery of government in the Commonwealth, has become a personal link and human symbol of the Commonwealth as an international organisation.



III. The Time of Big Changes.

To see the main features of the modern British monarchy we would like to have a look at the time line since the beginning of the XX-th century

	1901 - 1910
	Edward VII (1841-1910)

	1910 - 1936
	George V (1865 – 1936) 

	Jan – Dec 1936
	Edward VIII (1894 – 1972)

	1936 - 1952
	George VI (1895 – 1952)

	1952 to present
	Elizabeth II (b.1926)



The Windsors are the third richest and, perhaps, the most high-profile royal family of Europe.
Due to the fact that Britain was victorious in both world wars, the monarchy survived to become the focal point of the nation. 

III.1. Edwardian Era.

Edward VII became king on the death of Queen Victoria in 1901. Although he was 59 when he became king, he restored some vitality to the monarchy. He made several royal visits and helped to prepare the way for international treaties with France and Russia. So the time when he ruled the country was called "Edwardian Era". [footnoteRef:9]The king took a particular interest in military matters. He opposed attempts to reduce public spending on the armed forces and was a strong advocate of the Dreadnought building campaign. [9:  English. Edwardian Era.2001.№35
] 

Edward, the eldest son of Queen Victoria and Prince Albert was born in Buckingham Palace in 1841. He was educated privately and at Edinburgh University, Oxford University and Cambridge University.
In 1860 Edward became the first member of the royal family to tour the USA. When he returned to England he was involved in a scandal with an Irish actress. Prince Albert died a few weeks later and Queen Victoria blamed her son for her husband’s death. Victoria later declared that she was never able to look at the boy without a shudder.
After the death of Prince Albert, Edward took his seat in the House of Lords as the Duke of Cornwall. Edward, who spoke French, German, Spanish and Italian, toured the world on behalf of the royal family. This included trips to Italy, Spain, Canada, India, Egypt, Denmark, France, Germany, Belgium and Russia.
In 1863 Edward married Alexandra, eldest daughter of King Kristian IX of Denmark. They had six children, Albert, Duke of Clarence (1864-1892), George (1865-1952), Louise (1867-1931), Victoria (1868-1936), Maud (1869-1938) and Alexander, who died soon after birth.
It is interesting to know that one of the youth subcultures, Teddy Boys, was named after Edward VII, though it appeared in 1950s, long after his death. Teddy Boys made it acceptable for young people to care about what they looked like and to dress for show instead of having work or school clothes and Sunday-best. They adopted – an Edwardian dress code.[footnoteRef:10] The trend arose as income increased after the war. Teddy Boy clothing was long drape jackets, usually in dark shades, sometimes with velvet trim collar and pocket flaps; high-waist "drainpipe" trousers, often showing brightly coloured socks. Favoured footwear was chunky brogues, large crepe-soled shoes, often suede.  [10:  ru.wikipedia.org] 

Plus a high-necked loose collar on a white shirt; a narrow Slim Jim tie, and a brocade waistcoat. The clothes were mostly tailor-made at great expense and paid for through weekly instalments. Preferred hairstyles included long, strongly-moulded greased-up hair with a quiff at the front and the side combed back. 
Politically, the king favoured the Conservatives. He was totally opposed to the campaign by the NUWSS (National Union of Women’s Suffrage Societies) and the WSPU (Women’s Social and Political Union) to achieve the vote for women. He disliked the Liberals, especially those such as Henry Campbell-Bannerman and Dave Lloyd George who had opposed the Boer War.
Edward VII was disappointed when the 1906 General Election brought the Liberals to power. With the House of Lords extremely unpopular with the British people, the Liberal government decided to take action to reduce its powers. After the Lords had rejected the People’s Budget in 1909, Herbet Asquith and his chancellor, David Lloyd George, asked the king to create a large number of new Liberal peers to give the government a majority in the House of Lords. The King refused, insisted that the issue should be put to the electorate in a General Election to make sure that the public supported reform of the House of Lords. In the middle of this dispute, the king became very ill. Edward VII died at Buckingham Palace on 6th May, 1910, leaving the constitutional crisis to be solved by his son, King George V.

III.2. King George V.
	
In the conflict of the Liberal Government with the Lords the new king, George V, agreed to keep all his father’s promises. The powers of the Lords were drastically cut by the 1911 Parliament Act. They were no longer allowed to prevent the passage of ‘money bills’ and it also restricted their ability to delay other legislation to three sessions of Parliament.

The outbreak of the First World War created problems for the royal family because of its German Background. Owing to strong anti-German feeling in Britain, it was decided to change the name of the royal family from Saxe-Coburg-Gotha to Windsor.[footnoteRef:11] To stress his support for the British, the king made several visits to the Western Front. On one visit to France in 1915 he fell off his horse and broke his pelvis. [11:  English.The Time of Big Changes. 2001.№41] 

In 1917 George V took the controversial decision to deny political asylum to the Tsar Nicholas II and his family after the Bolshevik Revolution. People were shocked by George’s unwillingness to protect his cousin but his advisers argued that it was important for the king to distance himself from the autocratic Russian royal family. Some people questioned this decision when it became known that the Bolsheviks had executed Tsar Nicholas II, his wife and their five children.
        The king had not enjoyed good health for a long time and during his final years he spent much of his time on his grand passion, philately. Patriotically, he concentrated  on collecting stamps from the British Empire. Besides, George V attended the first football FA Cup Final at Wembley and made use of the radio to become a popular monarch. It was George V who introduced the idea of broadcasting a Christmas message to the people in1932.
George V died of influenza on 20th January, 1936.

III.3. King Edward VIII
	
On the same day George’s eldest son was proclaimed the King Edward VIII.
He had been the King of the United Kingdom for only a few months: from January 20 to December 10, 1936, when he  abdicated in order to marry Wallis Warfield Simpson of the United States. He was the only British sovereign ever voluntary to resign the crown.[footnoteRef:12]  [12:  Koptyug N.The Romance of the Century. English. 2008.№14] 

	We find it necessary to mention that, since his early years, Edward showed a great interest in the affairs of state, and took part in many events and functions. He was extremely popular in his own right , and as a future king. His private parties were well-known in the society, and it was considered a great honour to be invited as a guest to one of them, given at his own residence in the country. 
In 1930-s Edward met Mrs. Simpson and fell in love with her. Having been proclaimed king, Edward VIII tried to gain the royal family’s acceptance of his affair with Mrs. Simpson, but he was met with firm opposition. The king tried to persuade the whole country that he could marry a twice-divorced woman, who was not even a British subject, and to make her a queen. The country would have none of that. The Parliament decreed that a British king could not marry a divorce from another country. The word “abdication” first appeared in the newspapers. On December 10,1936  the declaration of renounce the throne  was published.  Edward, formely king of the UK, left for the continent, never to live in Great Britain again. His brother  was proclaimed the King George VI.

III.4. George VI

George VI was King of the United Kingdom and the British Dominions from 11 December 1936 until his death in 1952. He was the last Emperor of India (until 1947), the last King of Ireland (until 1949), and the first Head of the Commonwealth.
As the second son of King George V, he was not expected to inherit the throne and spent his early life in the shadow of his elder brother, Edward. He served in the Royal Navy during World War I, and after the war took on the usual round of public engagements. He married Lady Elizabeth Bowes-Lyon in 1923, and they had two daughters, Elizabeth (who succeeded him as Queen Elizabeth II) and Margaret.
Within twenty-four hours of his accession George's reign saw the acceleration of the break-up of the Empire and its transition into the Commonwealth of Nations.
George VI and his consort, Elizabeth (known as the Queen Mother), made the monarchy yet more popular in the Second World War. By their refusal to leave Buckingham Palace after it had been bombed, and by their tours of badly bomb parts of London and other cities, they became the two most loved people in Britain.
The stress of the war had taken its toll on the King's health. Increasingly his daughter Princess Elizabeth, the heiress presumptive, took on more royal duties as her father's health deteriorated.When Princess Elizabeth and her husband, Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh were making a tour to Australia via Kenya in 1952 George VI died from a coronary thrombosis in his sleep at Sandringham House in Norfolk, at the age of 56. His daughter Elizabeth flew back to Britain from Kenya, as Queen Elizabeth II.

III.5.Queen Elizabeth II 

Thus, were it not for those extraordinary circumstances, Elizabeth would never have ascended the throne. She is a direct descendant from King Egbert, who united England in 829. Two fortuitous twists of fate ─ the abdication of her uncle Edward VIII in 1936 and the unexpected early death at 56 of her father George VI ─ brought her suddenly to the throne at the same age as her 16th-century predecessor, Queen Elizabeth I.
When she came to the throne in 1952, Queen Elizabeth II sought to give the various elements of society a sense of belonging, unity and purpose beyond material well-being. She personified something precious and vulnerable. So the Queen became "the living flag", "the living icon".
Queen Elizabeth II did not set foot outside the United Kingdom until she was 20 years old, but in the half century of her reign that began five years later, she was to become the world’s most travelled monarch as head of a Commonwealth which has grown to embrace 54 nations.
  Throughout the second world war, when the Royal Family remained in the United Kingdom to boost the nation’s morale, there were no opportunities  for travel abroad such as those enjoyed by her three sons, Charles, Andrew and Edward, who spent some schooldays in Australia, Canada and New Zealand.
The Queen has toured every nation of the Commonwealth, except Mozambique and Cameroon which joined in 1995, and made many repeat visits. Among the 60 state visits undertaken were the first by a reigning British monarch to China and post revolutionary Russia.[footnoteRef:13] [13:  English.The Development of British Monarchy. 2009.№17] 

 As Head of the Commonwealth, The Queen’s role is symbolic and has no constitutional functions attached to it. The Monarch personally reinforces the links by which the Commonwealth joins people together from around the world. This is done through Commonwealth visits, regular contact with the Commonwealth Secretary General and his Secretariat (the Commonwealth’s central organisation which co-ordinates many Commonwealth activities and which is based in London) and Heads of Government, attending the Commonwealth Day Observance in London, broadcasting her annual Christmas and Commonwealth Day messages, acting as patron for Commonwealth cultural events and often attending the Commonwealth Games to open or close them.
A lifetime of formal occasions makes foreign visits comparatively exciting to monarchs. Biographers recount how the young princesses Elizabeth and Margaret, wearing head scarves, mingled unnoticed with street crowds on the evening of Victory in Europe day in May 1945.[footnoteRef:14] [14:  English.Queen Elizabeth II, A Worldly Traveller. 2009.№17] 

More recently there have been reports, officially unconfirmed, of evening excursions from Buckingham Palace to a nearby cinema in Chelsea, where the Queen, head-scarfed again is said to arrive with companions just as the lights go down to experience life as an ordinary movie-goer.
           Here are some amusing statistics about the reigning monarch.   
 	Since 1952 The Queen has:
· Received some 3 million items of correspondence 
· Sent almost 100,000 telegrams to centenarians and more than 280,000 telegrams to couples celebrating their diamond wedding anniversaries
· Sent about 37,500 Christmas cards
· Given out some 75,000 Christmas puddings to staff 
· Made a Christmas broadcast every year except 1969 when a written message was issued and the film "Royal Famiy" was shown
· Given Royal Assent to 3135 Acts of Parliament 
· Conferred 380,630 honours and awards
· Held 459 investitures
· Undertaken 251 official overseas visits to 128 different countries
· Given 88 State banquets
· Launched 17 ships
· Sat for over 120 portraits 
· Attended 46 Royal Maundy services in 35 cathedrals
· Owned more than 30 corgis and 8 dorgis (a cross between a corgi and a dachshund)[footnoteRef:15] [15:  English.The Development of British Monarchy. 2002.№4
] 

Having  considered  the information about the development of modern monarchy in Britain, let’s briefly articulate the main arguments for monarchy.
Firstly, the monarch unites the nation and makes the state stable.
Secondly, because republican presidents are typically members of a political party, while monarchs typically stand outside of politics, a president is less well able to serve as a neutral representative of a country and its people.
Thirdly, the competition and criticism to which republican presidents typically are exposed, as elected officials and especially during the election campaigns, damages the reputation and dignity of the head of state.
One more argument can be that a monarch makes a better visible symbol of national identity and unity thanks to historical traditions and ceremonies which make a nation special.
Besides,there is an opinion that a hereditary monarch is likely to be a more competent head-of-state than is an elected president, because the he may have been prepared, from childhood, to serve as such.
Some people think that a monarchy may be even less costly to maintain than a republic because it spares the state the expense of holding different elections, and because the royal family's private fortune may be enough for its own support, as against the public expenditures, in a republic, for the accommodations, pensions and other maintenance of incumbent and former presidents.




V. Long Live The King?

Now, we find it necessary to consider the problem from the point of view of antagonists and opponents of monarchy as a political system. 
Some of them believe that Britain is yearning to become more liberal. The voices of abolition are becoming more and more powerful. That can be proved by the recent electoral results – the Labour Party has retained the overall majority in Parliament.[footnoteRef:16] [16:  English. New View on the UK. 2005.№18
] 

 To my mind, the most important argument against monarchy is that hereditary monarchy is the ultimate symbol of unfairness and elitism. It seems obvious that in a modern democratic society no one should be expected to defer to another simply because of their birth. Such a system is not seen as compatible for a society which is at ease with itself. 
One more essential argument is that it should be a fundamental right of the people of any nation to elect their Head of State and for every citizen to be eligible to hold that public office, and that such a Head of State is more accountable to the people. 
There is an opinion that it is too expensive to have a monarchy in the country, where there are a lot of social problems to solve. 
Here is the table of the Royal wealth:[footnoteRef:17] [17:  English. The Royal Wealth of Europe.2009.№42] 


	The Windsors of Great Britain (in Euro)

	Cash & investments
	800 mln

	Art collection
	1,5 bn 

	Jewellery
	200 mln

	Crown Estate
	1,1 bn

	Duchy of Cornwall
	300 mln

	Other property/assets
	250 mln

	Total
	4,15 bn

	Individual Wealth Packing (in Euro)

	Queen Elizabeth II
	450 mln

	Prince Charles, heir
	460 mln



Moreover, until recently the Queen has not paid tax of any kind arguing that the family’s assets are at the disposal of the nation. Following persistent demands for reforms, the Queen finally granted some concessions. She agreed to pay income tax, to cut down on lavish travel expenses and to fund the repairs to Windsor Castle, damaged after a devastating fire, even though the castle theoretically belongs to the nation.
Other economies made by Buckingham Palace include the disposal of the royal yacht Britannia and the reduction of the number of the royal family members able to claim a Civil List salary. Buckingham Palace was opened to the public to fund the repairs to Windsor Castle, saving the nation a huge bill.
Finally, a hereditary system condemns each heir to the throne to an abnormal childhood that produces an abnormal individual as Head of State. The members of Royal Family have no chance to live their own life: to choose a profession or to marry the person they love to.
The recent scandals of the Royal Family have diminished its role in the society and influence over the people both at home and abroad. Talking about the Royal family is becoming taboo as well as being ignorant of the monarchy is becoming trendy.
Old traditions are lapsing; new rules and principals are being introduced; the stereotypes are failing. The process seems to me inevitable – the modern world is a single one.
Thus the forthcoming abolition of the monarchy doesn’t seem to be a surprise. 
    


VI.Conclusion

British monarchy has evolved over many centuries. It emerged as the unified Crown of the United Kingdom as the Anglo-Saxon kingdom merged, followed by Wales and Ireland falling under the authority of the English crown, and finally with the union of  the English and Scottish crowns under James I. Through civil war, constitutional and religious reforms, and the days of Empire, one can trace the development of the British Crown.
Researching the subject we can conclude that though the Royals of two last   centuries have done their best to strengthen the state and contributed a lot into the image of a stable and powerful country, none of them have avoided being involved into scandals and gossips. Moreover, I do not think anybody of the members of the Royal family gained happiness as it is not easy to be always in the limelight.
In my opinion, some rules and regulations are useless and old-fashioned and slow down the development of the state.
 Besides, monarchy is a very expensive system, as we have mentioned and proved above.
Taking into consideration all the facts I found out and different opinions I studied, I came to a conclusion, that it is time for the UK to start a process of further democratization of the society and get rid of outdated political ideas. Let kings and queens remain only in fairy-tales and historic legends!
It is my own opinion to the subject of the research and I do not think it is groundless.
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