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                         Introduction

The world’s unique festivals


The world is, as most travelers will say, a very diverse and colorful place. Every culture in the world has its own traditions and beliefs that give rise to new thinking and new ideologies. Everyone needs to have fun at some point. It just so happens that there are a few places around the world where having fun means being a little crazy and taking things just a few effect over the edge. 
    Though some festivals are really quiet, some are really noisy, because they involve a lot of people from different parts of the world. 
    The World`s Bizarre festivals are organized not only for providing entertainment and marry-making, but also for commemorating significant occasions in the history of different people, for preserving traditions and marking numerous religious events. Moreover, they are a great means of uniting people. Some of them are so unique and colorful, that they draw huge crowds of both local people and tourists coming from all over the world. It`s impossible to enumerate all of countries holding such festivals. The aim of our work is to tell about some of them. 
    Looking for something weird and entertaining to do check out one of these strange, yet, still wildly entertaining festivals and be sure to take a camera when you go there…

   








                           Main Part

Brazilian Festival

    Modern Brazilian Carnivals originated in Rio de Janero in 1641, when the city`s bourgeoisie imported the practice of holding balls and masquerade parties from Paris. It is annual festival in Brazil held for 40 days before Easter.
    The Carnival in Brazil is a fabulous event, where people dance, sing, party, and have a lot of fun. One of the greatest parts of the Carnival is that it also provides entertainment for many people around the world, and it gives others a chance to learn about the culture of Brazil. 
    Rhythm, participation and costumes vary from one region of Brazil to another.
    In Rio de Janeiro and San Paulo, organized parades led by samba schools are influenced in aesthetics by Venice Carnival. Those official parades are watched by the public, while minor parades (“blocos”) allowing public participation can be found in other cities.
    The carnival is heavily influenced by African – Brazilian culture and it has become an event of huge proportions.
    The country stops completely for a week, and festivities are intense, day and night, mainly in coastal cities. Tourism receives 70% of annual visitors. 














La tomatina


    It is a food fight festival held on the last Wednesday of August each year in the town of Bunol in the Valencia region of Spain. Tens of metric tons overripe tomatoes are thrown in the streets in exactly one hour.
    Thousands of participants come from all over the world to take part in this brutal battle.
    One of the reasons of their coming here is getting a memorable experience.
    Tradition to throw tomatoes at each other has been around since 1940s, though it was briefly suppressed under the reign of Franco.
    The festival starts with a person attempting to scale a greased pole to capture a cooked ham. Once the ham is taken down from the pole, water cannons are fired at the participants and over 100 hundred tons of tomatoes are dumped into the streets for throwing. Women are expected to wear white and men to wear no shirts.
   Anyone caught wearing a shirt inevitably has it ripped off including women who tend to be the main target of locals.   















Venice Carnival


   Thousands of tourists come to Venice to see and take part in its magnificent Carnival; walking round in fancy dress in this city's magical scenery means taking part in a truly exceptional happening.
     Wearing masks has always been more than just simple fun for the Venetians; it is still a strongly felt tradition with deep cultural roots. Those mysterious, disturbing Venetian masks, eyeing you from the city's alleyways are part of what we imagine the Venetian world would have been like 300 years ago. They are an irresistible attraction for what is undoubtedly one of the world's most unique experiences: the re-living of 18th century Venice.
    Putting on a mask in Venice means taking a forbidden liberty: you could jibe at the powerful, gamble without being caught, take risks over love or business deals and even enter convents without being seen. Married women were forced to wear them when they went to the theatre. 
    The event attracts up to a million visitors every year, all competing to show off their magnificent and often very expensive costumes.
















Cheese Rolling Championship


   The Cheese Rolling is held every May in Cooper`s Hill, Gloucestershire in the United Kingdom. Accurate information is hard to come by, but the tradition is at least 200 years old. 
   People competing in it race down the hill after a Double Gloucester cheese.
Competitors are trying to catch the cheese, but it`s almost impossible, because it can reach speeds up to 70 m/h.
   This festival has its master of ceremonies wearing a top hat and a white coat, releases the 7 pound cheese. After that the competitors throw themselves down the hill.
   This dangerous adventure often results in numerous injuries.
   Some people are even carted off by ambulance.
   Luckily children aren`t allowed to race, though they take part in a few uphill races for girls and boys. 


















Pillow Fighting Championship


   If you want to remember your childhood and get muddy, the annual World Pillow Fighting Championships are for you. 
   A well known Kenwoodian named Tom Rooney suggested that the World Pillow Fighting Championships be held in Kenwood at the 4th of July Celebration.
   This festival helps people to identify their anger, without casualties to themselves and others, and get lots of positive emotions.
   It is held in America as most American people are eccentric and fun loving.
   People over the age of 14 can take part in the fight. It`s not easy to stand on a slippery wet pole suspended over the pit of mud holding a wet feather pillow in one hand.
The first contestant to topple his opponent into the mud wins the fall.
   In general, this fight is funny and entertaining, though it might not be so pleasant. 

















Wife Carrying Championship


   One of the oddest festivals in Finland is the Wife Carrying Championship in Sonkajarvi.
   The Finland festival involving men carrying their wives through an obstacle course in the shortest time possible has been taking place in Sonkajarvi, in eastern Finland, since 1992. 
   Men taking part in this event must bring a wife, but not necessarily his.
   It`s difficult to win in this championship, because competitors have to negotiate a 253,5m course covering partially sand, partially grass, partially asphalt and water obstacles. 
   The minimum weight of the wife is 49 kg. If a woman weighs less than a given weight, then she has some extra loads stones. That’s why this championship is so difficult.
   But the winner «takes it all». He gets his wife`s weight in beer.



                     Conclusion.

Our work has been finished. We have been working on it for two months. It was a great pleasure working on it.
We have learnt a lot, moreover, we have achieved a better   understanding of the beauty of  the world around us. 
We are sure that our knowledge of  English has also improved.
In addition we should add that we hope our work will be useful for those who are interested in customs and traditions of people living in the world. It has certainly been impossible to tell about all countries.
Our aim was to get you interested in the diversity of culture of people                                                                 living in different parts of our planet and make you find some additional information. 
Presentation is added
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