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INTRODUCTION

In this project I studied such holidays as Christmas and New Year in three different countries: Great Britain, USA and Russia. I chose this theme because I like these holidays most of all and I am always looking forward to their coming. I think that there is something magic about these holidays and they make you feel happy. Even an adult believes in miracles on Christmas and New Year. 

As for me, I have always liked to prepare for these holidays. The most favorable thing for me is decorating a New Year’s tree and making present for my relatives and friends. I am always happy when people appreciate my presents. Besides, I really enjoy helping my Granny with special dinner for New Year. Every year members of my family gather to celebrate New Year and Christmas. Christmas for me is a holy event. On this day my family and I go to church, lit candles and pray. Then we have Christmas dinner at home.
Therefore, I wanted to learn more information about Christmas and New Year’s customs to compare them and find differences. I am interested in American, British and Russian cultures and I am always eager to learn something new about them. So my project is made up of three parts: report, presentation and product.
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CHRISTMAS
Christmas is a traditional holiday, which is celebrated on the 25 of December to commemorate the birth of Jesus. The word "Christmas" is derived from the words "Christ's Mass" - the celebration of the birth of Jesus Christ. Christmas is the most widely celebrated festival in the whole world today. Christmas is a time for families, fun, and festivals. 
CHRISTMAS IN ENGLAND
Christmas in England began in AD 596, when St Augustine landed on her shores with monks who wanted to bring Christianity to the Anglo Saxons.
The English enjoy beautiful Christmas music. They love to decorate Christmas Trees and hang up evergreen branches. 
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One England's customs is mummering. In the Middle Ages, people called mummers put on masks and acted out Christmas plays. These plays are still performed in towns and villages.

The English gift giver is called Father Christmas. He wears a long red or green robe, and leaves presents in stockings on Christmas Eve. However, the gifts are not usually opened until the following afternoon. 
Father Christmas delivers them during the night before Christmas. The Children leave an empty stocking or pillowcase hanging at the end of the bed. In the morning they hope it will be full of presents. 
In England the day after Christmas is called Boxing Day because children used to go round collecting money in clay boxes. When the boxes were full, they broke them open.

In England, the only thing that people ate on the day before the feast was Frumenty, which is, was a kind of porridge made from corn. Over the years the recipe changed. Eggs, fruit, spice, lumps of meat and dried plums were added. 
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In England the traditional Christmas dinner is roast turkey with vegetables and sauces. For dessert it is rich, fruity Christmas pudding with brandy sauce. Mince pies, pastry cases filled with a mixture of chopped dried fruit.
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Christmas is Britain's most popular holiday and is characterized by traditions which date back hundreds of years. Many Christmas customs which originated in Britain have been adopted in the United States.

The first ever Christmas card was posted in England in the 1840s, and the practice soon became an established part of the build-up to Christmas. Over a billion Christmas cards are now sent every year in the United Kingdom, many of them sold in aid of charities. 
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One Christmas ritual not drawn from an ancient tradition is the British monarch's broadcast on Christmas day. The tradition began in 1932 when King George V read a special speech written by Rudyard Kipling. The broadcast was an enormous success. Every year she broadcasts her message on Christmas Day, and it is heard by millions of people all over the world. In England most people watch or listen to it whilst digesting their Christmas Dinner!
The Christmas pudding is a brown pudding with raisins, nuts and cherries. It is similar to fruitcake, except that pudding is steamed and fruitcake is baked. Traditionally a silver coin was hidden in Christmas pudding. The silver coin brought good fortune to whomever was lucky enough to find it when the pudding was cut.
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CHRISTMAS IN USA
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Santa Claus was born in US in the 1860's he was named this as he had a white beard and a belly, so he was named Santa Claus as this was the Dutch word for St Nicholas, Sintaklaas. Although the Dutch had bought him with them in the 17th century, he did not become an important person at Christmas until the Novelist Washington Irving put him in a novel that he wrote in 1809. 
Reindeer have been associated with Santa Claus and his delivering of presents.  Santa's reindeer are Dasher, Dancer, Prancer, Vixen, Comet, Cupid, Donner, Blitzen,and of course Rudolph the Red Nose Reindeer.
In 1863 He was given the name Santa Claus and bore the red suit, pipe, and his reindeer and sleigh.

Early European settlers brought many traditions to the United States. Many settled in the early days in the South, these settlers would send Christmas greetings to their distant neighbors by shooting firearms and letting off fireworks
The majority of Americans celebrate Christmas with the exchange of gifts and greetings and with family visits. For many, the day begins on Christmas Eve with the Midnight Mass. At Christmas it snows in many states, so dinner is usually eaten indoors. Dinner usually is roast turkey, goose, duck or ham served with cranberry sauce, then plum pudding or pumpkin pie followed by nuts and fruit.

American homes are decorated with holly, mistletoe and branches of trees, most have a Christmas tree hung with electric lights, tinsel, baubles, and strings of popcorn and candy canes.

Most Americans send greeting cards to their friends and family at Christmas time. Some people who are friends or relatives and live great distances from each other may not be much in contact with each other during year - but will usually exchange greeting cards and often a Christmas letter telling their family news.
Churches
Various churches play an important part in the American Christmas. Many families feel that it is important to go to church on Christmas. There are also a variety of associated activities such as church dinners, live Nativity scenes, choir concerts, 
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special church services, and a fostering of the spirit of giving to those less fortunate.
Gifts are given to children, members of the family and close friends. They are given to people who have done favors to others or who work for them. Some people bake cookies or make candies or other special food treats for friends and neighbors. Christmas is also a time when most Americans show great generosity to other less fortunate than they. They send money to hospitals or orphanages or contribute to funds that help the poor.

The Christmas Tree
The Christmas tree plays an important part in the holiday tradition. Often times it is topped by a star to represent the Star of Bethlehem, or by an angel which announces the birth of Christ. Many family trees have ornaments from more than one generation. Often times the heritage of the families are represented by the kind of decorations on the trees. Lights are a must and the more the better. The tree is often placed so that it can be viewed by passers-by in the street. Many living or family rooms are on the street-side in American homes. 

Decorations
Many families also decorate outside of the home with regional traditions and according to the weather. Some form of lighting are often used on the homes and in the yards during the holidays. There are snowmen, Santas, manger scenes, snowflakes, reindeer, and other lighted displays in many neighborhoods. Others outline the architectural features of their homes in lights. There are sometimes  Mary, Joseph, the Child and various animals in attendance. 

Food
Food plays an important part in the American Christmas. It is often a time of an extended open house with friends dropping by to bring gifts or just to wish everyone a happy holiday. At this time it is appropriate to offer these guests food and beverage, so many homes have a variety of treats prepared in advance for these occasions. Although many families serve a variety of menus for Christmas dinner, the standard fare seems to include turkey, dressing, potatoes, gravy, cranberry sauce, vegetables, a salad and some sort of dessert. 
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CHRISTMAS IN RUSSIA

In Russia, Christmas is annually celebrated on January 7th, thanks to the Russian Orthodox Church that has made it an official holiday in the country. Previously the occassion was observed on December 25th in much the same way as it was in the rest of the world, complete with Christmas trees and Christmas gifts, Saint Nicholas and the like. But after the 1917 Revolution, Christmas was banned throughout Russia, along with other religious celebrations. It was much much later, in 1992, that the holiday began to be openly observed again. However, the church in Russia still uses the old Julian calendar which is 13 days behind the Gregorian calendar used in the Western nations. This is why, Christmas is celebrated in Russia on January 7th. But these days, a few Russians have begun to celebrate Christmas on the 25th of December.

Today, Christmas is celebrated in the country in a grand fashion, with the faithful participating in an all-night Mass in Cathedrals. The main religion in Russia is called Russian Orthodox. The Russian Orthodox Church is more than one thousand years old and most of the Christian population in the country belong to it. In Russia, many people don’t eat meat, eggs or milk from a few weeks before Christmas and it is customary to fast until after the first church service on Christmas Eve. Christmas Eve dinner is meatless but festive. The menu usually depends on the wealth of the families. A typical Christmas dinner however, includes delicacies such as hot roast cake, and Pelmeni. The most important ingredient is a special porridge called kutya. The traditional ingredients that go in its preparation are wheatberries, and honey and poppy seeds which ensure happiness, success and peace.
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Russia celebrates a white Christmas what with the weather being very cold and snowy during this time and the temperature always dropping to minus degrees.

On Christmas Day, people sing hymns and carols and gather in churches. Churches are decorated with Christmas trees, flowers and colored lights. Various meats form a part of the traditional Christmas dinner such as goose and suckling pig.
Christmas is one of the most joyous traditions for the celebration of Eve comes from the Russian tradition. On the Eve of Christmas, it is traditional for all family members to gather to share a special meal. 
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Once the first star has appeared in the sky, the festivities begin. Although all of the food served is strictly Lenten, it is served in an unusually festive and anticipatory manner and style. The Russians call this meal: "The Holy Supper." The family 
gathers around the table to honor the coming Christ Child. A white table-cloth, symbolic of Christ's swaddling clothes, covers the Table. Hay is brought forth as a reminder of the poverty of the Cave where Jesus was born. A tall white candle is place in the center of the Table, symbolic of Christ "the Light of the World." A large round loaf of Lenten bread, symbolic of Christ the Bread of Life, is placed next to the Candle.

Christmas in Russia is associated with a number of other practices, which represent a blend of tradition from Russia's Christian and pre-Christian past. It was once common practice, on Christmas Eve, for groups of people masquerading as manger animals to travel from house to house singing songs known as kolyadki. Some kolyadki were pastoral carols to the baby Jesus, while others were homages to the ancient solar goddess Kolyada, who brings the lengthening days of sunlight through the winter. In return for their songs, the singers were offered food and coins, which they gladly accepted before moving on to the next home. Throughout Russia, after Christmas Eve services, people carrying candles, torches, and homemade lanterns parade around the church, just as their grandparents and great-grandparents did in the past. 
  NEW YEAR
The New Year is the day that marks the beginning of a new calendar year, and is the day on which the year count of the specific calendarused is incremented. In many cultures, the event is celebrated in some manner.

The New Year of the Gregorian calendar, today in worldwide use, falls on 1 January, continuing the practice of the Roman calendar. There are numerous calendars that remain in regional use that calculate the New Year individually.

"Happy New Year!" That greeting will be said and heard for at least the first couple of weeks as a new year gets under way.
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NEW YEAR IN ENGLAND
New Year's Day has not always been on 1st January. In Anglo-Saxon England the year started on Christmas Day - 25th December.  It has, at various times, been: 1st March, 24th September and 25th March.

[image: image7.jpg]


The New Year in England is celebrated with great enthusiasm. The New Year is celebrated either by having a party at home with family and friends or gathering at a pub or club. At the stroke of midnight the people in England spend their time by cheering, hooting, whistling, kissing and drinking toasts. According to the New Year custom in England the first person over the threshold is to bring good luck to the household in the coming year. This custom that the people in England follow is called first footing. They believe that it would ensure good luck for the in habitants of the house.

The custom of exchanging gifts on New Year has become widely popular in England. Although this custom of exchanging gifts was originally done at New Year it is now transfernavy to Christmas. In England the children rise early on New Year so that they can make rounds to neighbors and singing songs. The children are given sweets, coins, apples and mince pies for singing. 
The celebration of New Year's day varies according to the district. The decorations of coloured streamers and holly, put up round the walls, and of course the fir-tree, with its candles or lights, are not packed away until January 5th. On the evening of December 31st, people gather in one another's homes, in clubs, in pubs, in restaurants, and hotels, in dance halls and institutes, to "see the New Year in". There is usually a supper of some kind, and a cabaret, or light entertainment. The bells chime at midnight. The people join crossed hands, and sing a song of remembrance.

New Year is the much awaited celebration for the people of UK. They enjoy each and every minute of the going year. Theme parties, salsa dance and live performances are the some of the rocking events of New Year in UK. Another enthralling part of the New Year festivities are the New Year cruises in England. These are the most unique and memorable part of New Year in England. 

Apart from parties and meals, another important part of New Year celebrations in UK is the biggest New Year parade. The parade starts at noon walking down the streets via Whitehall, Pall Mall and finishing in Berkley square. Musicians, dancers, acrobats, march, drums and other entertainers do a splendid job to make the event most distinguished one. Everyone present at the Berkley is openly invited to join the carnival and enjoy the festive occasion. 
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NEW YEAR IN USA
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December 31st is round the corner and people of USA will be celebrating New Year's Eve. In the United States, the federal holiday is January 1st, but Americans begin celebrating on December 31st. Whatever the custom, most of people feel the same sentiment. With a new year, we anticipate new brighter life. We wish each other good luck and promise ourselves to do better in the upcoming year.

The New Year Celebrations in USA are sometimes masquerade balls, where guests dress up in costumes and cover their faces with masks. According to an old tradition, guests unmask at midnight. At New Year's Eve parties across the United States on December 31, many guests watch the New Year Celebrations at Times Square in the heart of New York City. 

When one minute is left to be midnight, a lighted ball drops slowly from the top to the bottom of a pole on one of the buildings. People count down at the same time as the ball drops. When it reaches the bottom, the New Year sign is lighted colorfully. People hug and kiss, and wish each other "Happy New Year!" 

Any New Year celebration is a get together and so also the New Year in USA. 
Americans visit friends, relatives and neighbors. There is an epicurean delight displayed for all, plenty to eat and drink when you just drop in to wish your loved ones and friends the best for the year ahead. It is also the time to relax and hence, 
many families and friends watch television together enjoying the Tournament of Roses parade preceding the Rose Bowl football game in Pasadena California. These are the major New Year activities for the day.

New Year in United States is celebrated on January 1, the first day of Gregorian Calendar. This is a Federal holiday in US. On this day, many people make resolutions to give away bad deeds and renew life with good ones. It's the time to remember the achievements and make merry for the New Year. New Year is expected to bring good luck and charm for people and this is the reason why Americans love to celebrate it with fun and enjoyment.  
What do people do?
The start of New Year's Day, at midnight, is heralded by fireworks, parties and special events, which are often televised. Very few people have to work on the day itself. For many it is a day of recovery from the New Year's Eve celebrations the previous night. The birth of the first baby in the New Year is often celebrated with gifts to his or her parents and appearances in local newspapers and on local news shows. Many people make New Year's resolutions. These are usually promises to themselves that they will improve something in their own lives. Common New 
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Public life
Government offices, organizations, schools and many businesses are closed in the USA on New Year's Day. Public transit systems do not run on their regular schedules. Where large public celebrations have been held, traffic may be disrupted by the clean-up operation. In general, public life is completely closed down.
Symbols
Custom has it in America on New Year the children singing songs and greeting each other went around the villages. On doing so the children got lots of fruits as New Year gifts. Although decorating the New Year tree was not one of the American New Year customs it is observed today as an important New Year custom in America.

The Americans on New Year have traditional meals like dried fruits, raisins and different kinds of nuts. A dish called Darin is made by the women in America for the family. This is a kind of bread that is kneaded pressed into the dough before being cooked with fortune and good wishes. Kata, which is made of wheat flour, butter, milk and sugar, is an important New Year dish that the people in America enjoy relishing on New Year. Another dish that the people in America enjoy having on New Year is a dish called Anush Abur. This is a sweet soup made of wheat, kernels and dried fruits. 
NEW YEAR IN RUSSIA

There are various New Year traditions in Russia as the country celebrates an official and unofficial New Year. Earlier Russians used to celebrate it in September. But in 1699, Czar Peter the Great issued an order for the New Year to be celebrated on January 1st according to the Julian calendar. From 1918, Russians celebrated the New Year on 1st January according to the Gregorian calendar and 
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again on 14th January which is 1st January according to the Julian calendar.


Russian New Year traditions include a New Year's Tree. It is decorated with sweets and has a bright star on top. Another tradition is the arrival of Father Frost or Ded Moroz along with his granddaughter Snegurochka, the snow girl. Children wait for them as they bring New Year presents and keep them under the New Year's Tree. To make Father Frost happy, children sing songs.
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Of course, no New Year is complete without a family get together and delicious meals and fireworks. People have a sumptuous dinner with a glass of bubbling 
champagne. Another tradition is the listening to the New Year Speech by the President of Russia on New Year's Day. One famous New Year tradition in Russia is fortune telling. Most unmarried girls and women follow this tradition.

The most important part of the New Year activities is the sumptuous dinner with light music and champagne. The most important meals include meat, green peas, pickles, mayonnaise, onion, carrots and potatoes. 

New Year Celebrations in Russia
New Year is more of a winter vacation in Russia. Schools remain closed from January 1 till January 13. The main New Year celebrations begin from night of December 31. People usually prefer to spend the day with their friends and family members. Party clubs, hotels and discotheques are all jammed up at the time of New Year. The main New Year celebrations come to an end on January 13th, when the country celebrates the Old - Style New Year. This day is not declared as a public holiday but is celebrated to mark the beginning of the year according to the Julian calendar. 
 The citizens of Russia on New Year's Eve either cook special meals at home for friends and relatives or they go out to have dinner in the restaurants that offer special food for the occasion of New Year. Without the display of fireworks the celebrations associated with New Year's Eve in Russia is incomplete.

In Russia, the New Year holiday trumps even Christmas in importance, and major celebrations take place all over the country in recognition of the day. 

Celebrating Russian New Year

If you're in Moscow, you can head to Red Square to experience the most popular public New Year celebrations, but you can just as easily avoid the crush of people drinking champagne and watch the fireworks display from another vantage point in the city. Remember, Russian winter is bitterly cold, and getting in an out of Red Square to watch the fireworks display can take hours. Private parties will feature traditional Russian food, and the hostess may set up a table for her guests.
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CHRISTMAS
NEW YEAR

	
	ENGLAND
	USA
	RUSSIA

	1
	Date
	25th December
	25th December
	7th January

	2
	Tree
	+
	+
	+

	3
	Presents
	+
	+
	–

	4
	Special food
	+
	+
	+

	5
	Santa Claus
	+ (Father Christmas) 
	+ (Santa Claus)
	–

	6
	Carols
	+
	+
	+

	7
	Official speech
	+
	+
	–

	8
	Stockings
	+
	+
	–

	9
	Churches
	+
	+
	+

	10
	Fortune telling
	–
	–
	+


	
	ENGLAND
	USA
	RUSSIA

	1
	Date
	31th December
	31th December
	31th December

	2
	Tree
	+
	+
	+

	3
	Presents
	+
	+
	+

	4
	Special Dinner
	+
	+
	+

	5
	Santa Claus
	–
	–
	+ (Father Frost)

	6
	Parade
	+
	+
	–

	7
	Wishes
	+
	+
	+

	8
	Official Speech
	–
	–
	+

	9
	Champagne
	+
	+
	+

	10
	Fireworks
	+
	+
	+
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CONCLUSION
Having studied this theme I came to the conclusion that there are a number of differences in these holidays in three countries, though British and American customs are almost the same. I showed all these differences in my tables and came to a conclusion that the differences are not huge, especially differences in celebration of New Year. 

The project itself was rather interesting for me and I learned a lot of new facts about these two well-known holidays. I studied a lot of materials and found a lot of information that came as a revelation to me.
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