The Great Victory
This year the Russian people are celebrating the 65th anniversary of the Great Victory over fascist Germany in the Great Patriotic War. Victory Day is one of the biggest holidays in my country but the road to it was full of grief, suffering and destruction. It took 1,418 days and 27 million Soviet people failed to reach the end and see the Red Banner flying over the Reichstag.
I’d like to start my presentation with reminding you of some bits of historic events concerning the defence of Moscow.
World War II started in September 1939 when the German troops invaded Poland. By the winter of 1941, the Nazis had been victorious in every theatre of war. They had taken Denmark, Norway, Belgium, Holland and France.Great Britain was bombed from the air. On June 22, 1941 Nazi Germany attacked the Soviet Union without declaring war. Initially, the invasion of Russia went well for the Germans. Peaceful towns and villages were razed to the ground. The loss of life and territory was tremendous. Hitler boasted that he would smash the USSR in 5-6 weeks, but he underestimated the fighting ability of the Soviet armed forces and self-sacrifice of the Soviet people. His plan stalled at the gates of Moscow. The whole Soviet country was transformed into a single armed camp. The young and aged rose to defend their Motherland. They understood it was a question of life and death.
 As German Army Group Centre advanced towards Moscow Soviet general Georgi Zhukov took charge of the defence of the capital. The defence on the approaches to Moscow grew increasingly desperate.  Every Soviet citizen did his best to make his own contribution to overcome the enemy. Konstantin Simonov wrote the poem “Wait for me, and I’ll come back” at the worst period of the war: the German army was just 30 km from Moscow, Leningrad was under siege, three million Soviet soldiers had been taken prisoner. The situation looked hopeless but the lines of the poem are full of optimism and confidence that we’ll win the victory. I’d like to recite you some lines of the poem.
To Valentina Serova

Wait for me, and I'll come back!
Wait with all you've got! Wait, when dreary yellow rains
Tell you, you should not. Wait when snow is falling fast,
Wait when summer's hot,
Wait when yesterdays are past,
Others are forgot.
Wait, when from that far-off place,
Letters don't arrive.
Wait, when those with whom you wait
Doubt if I'm alive.
Wait for me, and I'll come back!
Wait in patience yet
When they tell you off by heart
That you should forget.
Even when my dearest ones
Say that I am lost,
Even when my friends give up,
Sit and count the cost,
Drink a glass of bitter wine
To the fallen friend —
Wait! And do not drink with them!
Wait until the end!

1941
Translated by Mike Munford

Hitler clique realized that the battle of Moscow would decide its fate. But the Nazis effort to capture the Russian capital at all costs had failed.A crushing blow on the enemy was inflicted on December 6, 1941. The German momentum was lost and the Hitlerites failed to break down the resistance of the defenders of Moscow. The victory at Moscow exploded the myth of the Nazi Wermacht’s invincibility and put an end to Hitler’s “blitzkrieg” plan. It was the first serious defeat the Germans had suffered in the war, and it was the start of Russian military ability to assert itself. But it could happen only thanks to heroism and patriotism of the Soviet people. Everybody knows the story of the 316th Rifle Division under General I. Panfilov whose 28 riflemen held their ground against 50 German tanks. “Russia is a big country but there is nowhere to retreat to, Moscow is behind us.” These were the words of the defence-hero Vasiliy Klochkov. Most of the Panfilov guardsmen died a heroic death, but they had done their duty. Twenty years later, in 1965 Moscow was awarded the title Hero City.
The war left its main impression on the people’s memory: nothing and nobody is forgotten. There are a lot of monuments to the heroes of this war everywhere in my country but I am going to tell you about the memorial places here, in Moscow. One of the best known is the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier which was unveiled at the Kremlin Wall in Alexander Gardens in May 1967(designed by sculptor N.Tomsky, architects Burdin, Klimov and Rabaev).This red-granite monument contains the body of an unknown Soviet soldier which was transferred to Moscow from the 41st km of the Leningrad Highway, where the battle at the village of Kryukovo took place and was reburied. The inscription on the monument reads, ”Your name is unknown, your deeds are immortal.” The Eternal Fire of Glory was lit on the grave, coming out of the centre of the bronze star. The flame was brought from the Eternal Fire at the Revolutionary Fighters Memorial in Mars Field in Leningrad. The Tomb of the Unknown Soldier is guarded in shifts by Presidential Regiment soldiers. To the right of the grave there is a row of dark-red blocks containing the soil from the “Hero Cities” that stubbornly resisted the German attacks: Leningrad, Kiev, Minsk, Stalingrad, Sevastopol, Odessa, Kerch, Novorossiysk, Murmansk, Tula, Smolensk and the Brest Fortress. No matter what time of year you are visiting this place, you’ll see at least one wedding party who bring flowers and have their pictures taken.
Another must-see in Moscow is Victory Park, a huge memorial complex which was built on Poklonnaya Hill to commemorate the victory of the Soviet people in the Great Patriotic War. Victory Park was designed in the 1980s and was originally intended to have a 75-metre-high monument to Mother Russia like the hilltop memorial at Volgograd. With the advent of glastnost and perestroika the plans were scaled down and the park was ready in 1995 in time for the 50th anniversary of the Victory over Nazi Germany. The centerpiece of Victory park is a 142-metre-high memorial obelisk topped by an angel and cherubs blowing trumpets, with St George the Victorious beheading a Nazi dragon at its base, every ten centimeters of the obelisk represents a day in the war(designed by Zurab Tsereteli). Behind the obelisk one can see the domed, semi-circular Museum of the Great Patriotic War. It has a diorama of every major WWII battle involving Soviet troops. Numerous exhibits show weapons, photographs, documentary films, letters and other authentic wartime memorabilia. Downhill from the museum artillery and vehicles from both sides of the conflict are deployed in the outdoor Weaponry and Fortifications Exhibition. The park also includes the memorial church of St George built in medieval Pskov style, the memorial Synagogue which houses the Museum of Jewish Legacy History and Holocaust as well as the memorial mosque, in honour of the Muslim people that fought against the fascists. Victory Park is a popular spot for festivities on public holidays. However, it’s best to come here on Victory Day when crowds of people come with bunches of flowers to pay homage to the fallen in the Great Patriotic War. The mood is deeply sentimental on that day: old men and women in military uniforms reminisce, weep, sing and dance to accordion music. In the evening one could see a traditional fireworks display.
From Victory Park let’s go to Red Square which witnessed a lot of important events in the Russian history. The most dramatic was the November 7 parade in 1941, when tanks rumbled directly from Red Square to the front line, only a few kilometers away; on June 24,1945 they returned for a victory parade where Soviet soldiers threw the standards of defeated German units to the ground near the Lenin Mausoleum. The victorious parade was opened by Field Marshal Georgi Zhukov, whose monument now stands in front of the Historical Museum. It is an equestrian statue which tramples a Nazi battle-standard under his horse’s hooves.( The monument was designed by sculptor V. Klykov in 1995.)
In the distance ahead is Tverskaya Street, the main street of Moscow. It’s no wonder that the statue of Marshal Zhukov is facing it. On July 17, 1944 56,000 German prisoners of war walked along Tverskaya Street. At last they were in Moscow, but they saw it not as conquerors but the conquered. Look at the houses № 9-11 on the screen. They are the monuments of the people’s arrogance. Their ground floors are decorated with dark-red granite, which was brought to Russia from Norway in 1941 on Hitler’s orders. Hitler wanted to build a monument to National Socialism in the centre of Moscow; the rest of the city was destined to be flooded. But after the WWII the granite was used for decoration of the houses.
If you explore Moscow more, you’ll find out that you can see places of interest linked to the wartime not only on the ground but underground as well. I mean Moscow metro. The early metro lines were laid deep so that they could be used as bomb shelters. For example, Mayakovskaya metro station became the headquarters of the Anti-Aircraft Defence Forces.It was in the station’s spacious central hall that Stalin addressed generals and party activists the evening before the Red Army marched off to the front in November 1941. Kirovskaya station (now known as Chistye Prudy) was the headquarters of the General Staff throughout the Great Patriotic War. It was here that Stalin and his advisors planned the first offensives against the Nazis. Consequently, the metro system became an important symbol of resistance to the Nazi invasion.
Some Moscow monuments commemorating the war are not so famous as those mentioned above. One of them is in front of the school №110 not far from Nikitskie Gate. The monument is called “Requiem”. It is devoted to the teachers and schoolchildren of this school who fought and died in the war. You can’t be stunned by the size or solidity of the boys’ figures wearing military uniforms but near the monument you realize that heroism and patriotism are not meaningless words. Our memory is an appeal and a warning. The present and future generations will always remember those who defended civilization and won peace, those who sacrificed their lives so that the present generation could live under a peaceful sky.
