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Слайд № 1. Good afternoon! My name is Leman. I am a pupil of the 8th form, school №42. Слайд № 2. I am living in Norilsk from September so I have never seen all the beauty of this town. Слайд № 3. But I’ve known something interesting from my new friends, from the photos made by them and of course from the internet. Слайд № 4. So today I would like to invite you to the journey round the Taimyr. To be more exact, round the Norilsk surroundings. 
Слайд № 5. As you know, Taimyr is unique in many respects. Its most striking feature is size almost 1,000 km long and almost 1,000 km wide. Слайд № 6. Whenever one looks, one can see vast expanses of Tundra and can feel the amazing cosmic space. The climate here is extremely harsh. Слайд № 7. This is a region of sharp frosts, strong winds and lengthy snowstorms. The great polar explorers called it a country of cold awe, polar gloom and a desert of the far north. However, Taimyr’s natural wealth and virgin natures are impressive.
Слайд № 8. So, let’s start. At first, I want to tell you about the phenomenon impressed me most of all - the Northern Lights. 


The Northern Lights are some of the most beautiful light phenomena in nature and have been an object of fascination to man from time immemorial. Слайд № 9. They are mentioned in the works of ancient philosophers including Aristotle and were long believed to be a harbinger of disaster, such as disease, famine and war - an expression of the anger of the gods or other supernatural beings. Слайд № 10. People in the Russian North called the Polar Lights “pazori” or “spolokhi”. The former word implies similarity of the phenomenon to the down light and the latter derives from the verb “poloshit’ ” meaning “to disturb, disquiet or agitate”. Слайды № 11-13. Indeed, the Lights can sometimes give the sky a red glow as if from a fire.

Слайд № 14. The next point of our journey is Putorana plateau. Putorana plateau is one of the wildest places on our planet. Слайд № 15. It seems to me to be a fairytale, hard-to-reach corner of the world. Слайд № 16. It’s a place full of mysteries, with numerous canyons, passes, waterfalls, lakes and marvelous landscapes. Слайды № 17-18. Tourists have given amusing names to some of the places: Bolshoy Bodun, Putorana Shatuny passes, the Vals, Organ and Posledny Accord waterfalls, Skazka canyon.


Слайды № 19-20. The Putorana Plateau is a land of waterfalls which are to be found along the course of every river and stream. They have never been counted but  their numbers must run into the thousands and they are all unique: (Слайд № 21) some small and slow with narrow threads of water (Слайд № 22) while others - hundreds of meters wide and tens of meters tall - hurl their foam downwards in a swirling mass from black basalt cliffs, as if in a show of strength. 
Слайды № 23-25. Not far from Talnakh there is one of the most beautiful canyons with the waterfall and the lake. This place is called Krasnye Kamni. Every turning to the canyon shows the new amazing views. Слайд № 26. The rocks put together from the big blocks seem to be majestic and inaccessible. Слайд № 27. Sometimes they are like an ancient castle. This place is very popular among the Norilsk people because of the tundra, lakes, fresh air and tasty water.


Слайд № 28. Lake Lama is called ‘the polar Ritsa’ after a lake of that name in Abkhazia: (Слайд № 29) it’s surrounded by high steep banks covered with century-old larches which, miraculously, have grown in the permafrost. Слайд № 30. This is a genuine northern oasis! Слайды № 31-32.  In summer powerboats come here from Norilsk. There is a recreation area and several little houses belonging to hunters and fishermen on the Lama’s banks.  
Слайды № 33-36. But Norilsk surroundings are famous not only for their fascinating beauty of landscapes. In summer Tundra can compete with alpine meadows. Here one can see various kinds of berries: red whortleberry, bilberry, great bilberry, cloudberry – (Слайды № 37-39) and colourful flowers: yellow polar poppies, blue forget-me-nots, white camomile, crimson satifrages and many other ones. Слайд № 40. Zharki are one of the Taimyr symbols. They had got their name for their bright colour.
Слайды № 41-47. Besides a great number of mushrooms are growing here. They say there are no poisonous mushrooms in Norilsk. Moreover, most of the plants and even reindeer moss are also edible. You can cook curative tea, nourishing broth and even tasty kholodets from them. All the plants are very rich in vitamin C. 
Слайды № 48-51. All these facts I have known from my friends’ stories and photos made by them. And of course, the list of the nature miracles mentioned by me is not full. When leaving this region, the great traveller Fridtjof Nansen wrote, “I cannot but feel sad thinking that I have already parted with this country… stretching far and wide like a sea with its vast plains and mountains, the frozen coasts of the Arctic ocean, expanses of uninhabited tundra and mysterious wilderness of taiga, wavy steppes bluish mountains and groups of people interspersed in these vast expanses.”
Most of you are likely to know the attractive beauty of the Norilsk nature. So you can envy me a bit because my journey round Norilsk nature miracles still lies ahead.

