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Introduction
Being a small girl I liked reading fairy tales especially those with magic creatures and things.

I can’t but remember my joy when a handsome prince defeated a dragon and married a beautiful princess. 

When I started to learn English I was surprised that the Dragon is one of the main heroes of British legends and fairy tales. It is also a symbol of Wales. So, I decided to learn as much as possible about dragons and find out:
· In what countries there are more legends and fairy tales connected with dragons.

· If people all over the world imagine dragons in a similar way.

· Any traditions connected with dragons.

For that I am going to read books and articles about dragons. I am also interested in what my lyceum mates know about dragons, so, I am going to ask them some questions:

· Do you believe that dragons really existed?
· Do you consider a dragon a popular hero of fairy tales?

· In what countries is the dragon a popular symbol?
Dragons 
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What are dragons?

According to descriptions given in myths and fairy tales, dragons are creatures, that have reptilian traits.

The English word "dragon" comes from Greek δράκων (drakōn), "dragon, serpent of huge size, water-snake", which probably comes from the verb δρακεῖν (drakein) "see clearly"

Nowadays dragons are usually creatures with a body like a huge lizard, or a snake with two pairs of lizard-type legs, and able to emit fire from their mouths. The European dragon also has bat-type wings growing from its back. Some dragon-like creatures have no front legs and they are called wyverns.
Although dragons occur in many legends around the world, they are described quite differently.  Some dragons are said to breathe fire or to be poisonous. They are look like a serpentine or reptilian.  They lay eggs to produce small dragons; their body is typically scaly or feathered. Sometimes they are painted with especially large eyes.

Some myths portray them with a row of dorsal spines.
 European dragons often have wings, while Oriental ones are portrayed as large snakes. 
Dragons can have a variable number of legs: none, two, four, or more when it comes to early European literature. Also, some dragons in Greek literature were known to have millions of legs at a time. 
Dragons are often very important in various religions and cultures around the world. In many Asian cultures dragons were, and in some cultures still are believed to be the primal forces of nature, religion and the universe. They are associated with wisdom and longevity. They are   magic or have another supernatural power. In some cultures, they are also said to be able to speak the human language.
In European folklore, a dragon is a serpentine legendary creature. It can be met in mythology of many countries such as England, Germany, Finland, Italy, Russia and others. Though a European dragon often had wings, it lived underground, in a cave and is consider to be an ancient creature of earth. 

In Western folklore, dragons usually symbolise evil. Nowadays the dragon is typically depicted as a huge fire-breathing horned dinosaur-like creature, with leathery wings, with four legs and a long muscular tail. Sometimes it has feathered wings, crests, fiery manes, ivory spikes running down its spine.

Many modern stories introduce dragons as extremely intelligent creatures who can talk. In stories a dragon's blood often has magical effect: for example in the opera Siegfried it let Siegfried understand the language of the Forest Bird. 
Usually the dragon protects a cave or a castle filled with gold and treasure and is often associated with a great hero who tries to slay it.
Dragons in Different Countries

Greek Dragons
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 First dragons were mentioned in Greek mythology.

One of them was Ladon, a serpent-like dragon that twined round the tree in the Garden of the Hesperides and guarded the golden apples. Ladon was said to have one hundred heads. He was overcome and slain by Atlas. 
The Lernaean Hydra, a daughter of Typhon and Echidna, was a dragon-like water serpent. It had fatally venomous breath, blood and fangs, The creature was said to have between five and 100 heads, although most sources put the number between seven and nine. For each head cut off, one or two more grew back in its place. It had an immortal head which would remain alive after it was cut off. Some sources said that the immortal head was made of gold. It lived in a swamp near Lerna and terrorized the the people of the town until it was killed by Heracles, who cut the heads off with a blazing firebrand to prevent any new heads from growing. It was his second Labour. 
Another dragon in Greek mythology was Python, the earth-dragon of Delphi. Various myths represented Python as being either male or female. Python was the chthonic enemy of Apollo, who slew it and remade its former home his own oracle, the most famous in Greece.

The Colchian Dragon was a child of Typhon and Echidna. It guarded the Golden Fleece at Colchis. It was said to never sleep, rest, or lower its vigilance. According to Ovid's ‘Metamorphoses’, the monster had a crest and three tongues. When Jason went to retrieve the Fleece, the witch Medea put the dragon to sleep with her magic and drugs, or perhaps Orpheus made it to sleep with his lyre. Afterwards, Medea herself had dragons pull her chariot.

The Ismenian Dragon, of the spring of Ismene at Thebes, Greece, was defeated by the hero Cadmus. It was the offspring of Ares, who later turned the hero into a serpent.
Roman Dragons
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 Roman dragons are the mixture of serpentine Greek ones and the dragons of the Near East. They are met not only in legends and fairy tales but also in religious books. For example, John's Book of Revelation describes Satan as "a great dragon, flaming red, with seven heads and ten horns". 
Later Roman dragon was certainly of Iranian origin: in the Roman Empire, where each military cohort had a particular identifying military standard, after the Parthian and Dacian Wars of Trajan in the east, the Dacian Draco military standard entered the Legion with Sarmatian and Dacian cohorts - a large dragon fixed to the end of a lance, with large gaping jaws of silver and with the rest of the body formed of colored silk. 
German Dragons
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 The most famous dragons in Norse and Germanic mythology are:

· Níðhöggr who gnawed at the roots of Yggdrasil itself.

· Jörmungandr, midgårdsormen (Swedish and Danish), Midgardsormen (Norwegian), the giant sea serpent which surrounds Miðgarð the world of mortal men;

· The dragon encountered by Beowulf;

· Fafnir, who was killed by Sigurd. Fafnir had turned into a dragon because of his greed.

· Lindworms are monstrous serpents of Germanic myth and lore, often interchangeable with dragons.

· The landvættur dragon whom King Harald's servant met in Vopnafjörður according to Heimskringla. The dragon is now depicted on the Icelandic Coat of Arms.

In many European stories dragons guarded a treasure hoard. Both Fafnir and Beowulf's dragon guarded earthen mounds full of ancient treasure. The treasure caused great troubles to those who later possessed it.
English Dragons
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 English "dragon" comes from Greek dracon, "serpent, dragon".  
The emblem which was popular in the late medieval times through the 17th century often represented the dragon as an emblem of greed. But dragons often appeared in European heraldry and that demonstrates that there is more to the dragon than greed.

The poem Beowulf describes a draca (= dragon) also as wyrm (= worm, or serpent) and its movements by the Anglo-Saxon verb bugan = "to bend", and says that it has a venomous bite. All these facts speak about a snake-like form and movement. But later a British dragon is a creature with a lizard-like or dinosaur-like body; it breathes fire, lives underground, and collects treasure.

In Great Britain, to this day, a rampant red dragon is the heraldic symbol of the County of Somerset. The county once was the part of the early-medieval Anglo-Saxon kingdom of Wessex in western England, which had a dragon or wyvern, a two-legged dragon, as a symbol. The Wessex beast is usually colored gold in illustrations.

Now, however, the dragon is more commonly associated with Wales, as you can see a red dragon on the national flag. According to one legend Myrddin, employed by Gwrtheyrn, had a vision of the red dragon (representing the Britons) and the white dragon (representing the invading Saxons) fighting beneath Dinas Emrys. 
According to the writer on heraldry Arthur Charles Fox-Davies, the red dragon of Wales originated with the standard of the 7th century king Cadwaladr, and was used as a supporter by the Tudor dynasty.  Queen Elizabeth, however changed the royal mantle and the dragon supporter from red to gold. 
There may be some doubt of the Welsh origin of the dragon supporter of the Royal arms, but it certainly was used by King Henry III. Some writers of heraldy believes hat the red dragon of Wales may have even earlier origins in the Sarmatian-influenced Draco standards carried by Late Roman cavalry, who would have been the primary defence against the Saxons.
But nevertheless, the dragon is a true Welsh symbol. Welsh rugby teams include the Newport Gwent Dragons and the Cardiff City Blue Dragons.

The Merthyr Synagogue in Merthyr Tydfil, Wales, features a dragon on the front gable. 
Dragons in Slavic Mythology
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 Dragons of Slavic mythology have different attitude to humans. For example, dragons in Bulgarian mythology are either male or female, and they have a different view of mankind. They represent different forces of agriculture. The female dragon represents harsh weather and is the destroyer of crops, she hates the mankind, and her brother as well. 
The male dragon protects the humans' crops from destruction and is generally is kind to human beings. The female has water characteristics, whilst the male is usually a fiery creature. In Bulgarian legend, dragons have three heads, wings and snake's bodies.

In Bulgarian, Russian, Belarusian, Ukrainian and Serbian lore, a dragon, or "змей" is usually an evil, four-legged creature. Zmeys often place tribute on villages or small towns, demanding maidens for food, or gold. Their number of heads ranges from one to seven or sometimes even more. The heads also regrow if cut off, unless the neck is "treated" with fire.
Dragon blood is so poisonous that Earth itself will refuse to absorb it. 

Duchy of Czersk (Poland) coat of arms

The most famous Polish dragon is the Wawel Dragon, the Dragon of Wawel Hill. According to a legend it terrorized ancient Kraków and lived in caves on the Vistula river bank below the Wawel castle. It is said to be killed by a boy who offered it a sheepskin filled with sulphur and tar. After devouring it, the dragon became so thirsty that it finally exploded after drinking too much water. A metal sculpture of the Wawel Dragon is a well-known tourist sight in Kraków, it noisily breathes fire every few minutes. The Wawel dragon also features on many items of Kraków tourist merchandise. Dragon is the coat of arms of the Polish princes- Piastów of czersk. 
Other dragon-like creatures in Polish folklore include the basilisk, living in cellars of Warsaw, and the Snake King from folk legends.
Russian Dragons
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 In Ukraine and Russia the most famous dragon-like creature is Zmey Gorynych. It has three heads. His colour is green. Zmey Gorynych walks on two back paws, has small front paws, and emits fire. According to one bylina, Zmey Gorynych was killed by Dobrynya Nikitich.

Other Russian dragons, such as Tugarin Zmeyevich, have Turkic names, and they symbolize the Mongols and other steppe peoples. Some dragons symbolise Satan. For example, St George (symbolizing Christianity) killing the Dragon (symbolizing Satan) is portraied on the coat of arms of Moscow. 
Some Russian dragons have heads that grow back if every single head isn't cut off.
Chinese Dragons
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 Chinese dragons and Oriental dragons generally, can take on human form and are usually seen as benevolent. They are often met in Chinese mythology and folklore. Chinese dragons are portrayed as long, scaled, serpentine creatures with four legs. In yin and yang terminology, a dragon is yang.

Nobody knows the origin of Chinese dragon, but some people believe that it came from totems of different tribes in China. Some think that it has been created on the base of existing animals, such as snakes, fish, or crocodiles.

Whereas European dragons are associated with evil, Chinese dragons traditionally symbolize some powers, particularly control over water, rainfall, and floods. The Dragon is the representation of the forces of Mother Nature, the greatest divine force on Earth.The dragon is also a symbol of power, strength, and good luck. 
Dragons are particularly popular in China and the five-clawed dragon was a symbol of the Chinese emperors, with the phoenix or fenghuang the symbol of the Chinese empress. Dragon costumes often appear at Chinese festivals.

In Chinese daily language, excellent and outstanding people are compared to the dragon. There are many Chinese proverbs and idioms feature connected with the dragon, for example: "Hoping one's son will become a dragon".
The Chinese warship dragons and proudly proclaim themselves "Lung Tik Chuan Ren" (Descendents of the Dragon). They believe that the Year of the Dragon, which takes place ever twelve years, is lucky. Present-day Oriental astrologers claim that children born during Dragon Years enjoy health, wealth, and long life. The Chinese Dragon is often seen as the symbol of divine protection and vigilance. It is regarded as the Supreme Being amongst all creatures.
Dragons in Literature
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 There are a lot of books where dragons are significant heroes. In many legends and fairy tales we read about heroic fights with dragons who threten people. But not only folk literature uses this image but writers of different epochs create stories where dragons play a rather important role. For example, according to the Golden Legend, compiled by the Italian Jacobus de Voragine, Saint Margaret the Virgin was swallowed by Satan in the shape of a dragon, from which she escaped alive when the cross she carried irritated the dragon's innards. 

A famous Beowulf written in the 8th - 11th century also contains a story about the unnamed dragon, which dies by the combined efforts of Wiglaf and Beowulf.

A famous English hero King Author also had a fight with a dragon in Life of Euflamm written in the 12th century.
Lewis Carroll described "Jabberwocky" in Through the Looking-Glass (1871). The Jabberwock is a fearsome dragonlike beast with "jaws that bite," "claws that catch," and "eyes of flame."

J. R. R. Tolkien inhabited his world of Middle-earth with dragons in 1937. They were Ancalagon the Black, Glaurung, the first of the dragons in Middle-earth, Scatha, Smaug. Smaug was a classic, European-type dragon; deeply magical, he hoards treasure and burns innocent towns. Contrary to most old folklore and literature J. R. R. Tolkien's dragons are very intelligent and can cast spells over mortals. 

I can’t but mention the works of J. K. Rowling, Harry Potter series (1997–2007).  Various dragons including Norwegian Ridgebacks, Hungarian Horntails, Swedish Short-Snouts, Common Welsh Greens, Hebridean Blacks, and a Chinese Fireball are mentioned throughout the Harry Potter books and a baby dragon appears in the first installment and dragons later play a significant role in the fourth and seventh books. They have strong magic (even in their blood), but they are not intelligent. Within the series, dragons are considered very dangerous by most characters.

Dragons in Heraldry

Though the western dragons are mainly considered to be evil creatures, their heraldic symbolism is nobility and courage. However, the dragon is used in various ways in coats of arms.

Heraldry began in the Middle Ages of Europe. During battles, most knights wore armor that covered their bodies. It served to protect them and hide their identity as well. But in battles there should be something to distinguish who your enemy is, who your friend is. So, the noble families created designs to wear upon their shields.
In some cases, heraldic crests and shields were altered to award people. For instance, when Sir Francis Drake became the first English man to circle the globe, Queen Elizabeth modified his family's coat of arms. 
Sometimes, a person's coat of arms could remind of a great feat or adventure of a famous family member. 
Wyverns are the most common of the draconic heraldic symbols. They are numerous in design. It is difficult to understsnd why wyverns were chosen by many families for their coat of arms because they were usually depicted as evil dragons. Perhaps in this case the wyvern is believed to be a creature of valor and protection, and great eye sight. 

Usually the wyvern was portraid in statant position as a crest. It was also believed to be a symbol of power and strength, which was important in battle. 
Hydras are far less common in crests than the other dragons present in heraldry. The hydra is said to be used on a crest only when a family (or town) has defeated a very powerful enemy. 

All hydras have at least two heads, but most have either five or seven heads.

Hydras normally stand alone on the coat of arms, but they are usually sighted with other decorations.

Drakes are very rarely found on heraldic crests. The fire-drake is usually defined as a Western dragon rather than a drake as it is known today. 

Amphiptere is rarely very large and usually is not the only creature in the crest. Most are seen at top poles, wrapped around spears, or balanced upon spears. 

They say that this creature is found on the coats of arms of those who went to Ireland to "fight the serpents" there, also called the Draconis Extinctors.

Both of these creatures are quite similar in shape and thus in heraldry. Cockatrices were greatly feared of in the fifteenth century, such that a rooster was put on trial for laying an egg, thus possibly creating a cockatrice.7 

Baskilisks and cockatrices were both known for their deadly nature, namely their deadly stare and their venom. Those who chose a baskilisk or a cockatrice as a symbol wished to represent themselves as deadly warriors.

The Western dragon, four-legged and winged, is a very common symbol on crests. This can be explained by history, for Uther Pendragon, the father of legendary King Arthur, had the symbol of the dragon on his crest. 

Keen sight, power, and courage are usually associated with dragons. Western dragons are also treasure keepers. Thus, dragons obviously symbolized powerful, wealthy people who guarded their wealth keenly.

Dragons were not just chosen to stand alone on crests, they were often there to accompany other things. In most cases, these other objects are dwarfed by the dragon on the crest. However, especially in cases of augmentation and alteration, dragons were used as symbols of stories. 

Dragons of all kinds play a role in Heraldry, especially in Great Britain, where the Pendragon has left his mark, literally, and the various families have adopted dragons as their symbols. 
The Coat of Arms of Moscow depicts a horseman with a spear in his hand slaying a basilisk and is identified with Saint George and the Dragon. The heraldic emblem of Moscow has been an integral part of the Coat of Arms of Russia since the 16th century. [image: image10.png]



The Shield of Arms of Cardiff bears a Red Dragon (the emblem of Wales) upholding a standard upon which is emblazoned the bearing of three chevrons argent upon red attributed to Iestin ap Gwrgant, the last Prince of Glamorgan, who lived in Cardiff Castle about 1030-1080. In later times, the bearings became the Arms of the Lords of Glamorgan and Cardiff. Thus the Welsh and Norman history of the City is suggested and the Chevrons of the former arms are retained. The Dragon plants the staff of the standard upon a green mount whereon he stands, and from which springs the leek (the floral emblem of Wales). The motto beneath the shield reads 'Y ddraig goch ddry cychwyn' (the Red Dragon will lead the way). The whole bearing symbolises the City and County of Cardiff in its metropolitan character.[image: image11.png]0, =
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The arms of Somerset were granted in 1911. The arms show a dragon from the attributed arms of the Kingdom of Wessex. The Wessex dragon also features in the arms of the neighbouring Counties of Dorset, Avon and Wiltshire. To make the design distinctive, the dragon supports a civic mace. Thus the arms show that this is a local council in Wessex. The Motto is ‘Sumorsaete Ealle’ meaning ‘All the people of Somerset’.[image: image12.png]



Conclusion
I have read many books about dragons, read some novels where dragons are heroes. And I came to the following conclusion.
· Though dragons didn’t exist, they are met in folk literature of nearly all countries of the world. 

· Different peoples imagine dragons in their own way. 

· Dragons often symbolise evil, though sometimes they help people.

· Oriental dragons differ greatly from Europian ones.

· Writers of different times use the image of a dragon in their literature.

· Dragons are also connected with religion especially oriental ones.

· Dragons are widely used in heraldic symbolism.
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