Some facts about Australia

· It was discovered by Captain Cook in 1770

· January 1, 1901 the new constitution was introduced and the birth of the new nation was celebrated

· There are now only 40,000 full aborigines and 39,000 part aborigines who live mainly in the tropical and desert areas. They like music and dancing
· The Commonwealth of Australia is a federal slate within the Commonwealth
· Its territories are the continent of Australia, the island of Tasmania and a number of smaller islands

· There are five big cities in Australia: Sidney, Melbourne, Adelaide, Perth, Brisbane

· Canberra is the capital of Australia
· A typical Australien is a townsman
The National Coat of Arms and Flag
National emblem is a symbol of the Australian state. In the upper half, left to right, are emblems of the states: New South Wales, Victoria and Queensland. At the bottom, left to right: South Australia, Western Australia and Tasmania. Above the shield is seven faced "Commonwealth Star or Star of Federation, the blue and gold wreaths, forming a national emblem. Six-ray stars are 6 states, and the seventh is a collection of territories and Australia. 

 Kangaroo and Emu that support the shield, are the unofficial emblem of the nation. They are obliged to recognition of the fact that they are representatives of the Australian fauna, which are only found on this continent, and probably chosen because they are "indigenous" Australian animals, which together support the shield. It is often argued that these animals were chosen because these animals can not move back, only forward - and this is progress. In fact, both the animals can move back, but rarely do. In the background there is a wreath, the official national floral emblem, although the representation of the form is not botanically accurate. At the bottom of the emblem is a scroll that contains the name of the nation. On a wreath of wattle, is allocated a portion of the formal design, depicted in the Royal Order, which is part of stamp design.
Geography

At the heart of the country lies the ancient Australian platform representing part of the continent Gondwana in the southern hemisphere. North and east coast of Australia is washed by seas of the Pacific Ocean, west and south –by the Indian Ocean. Along the northeast coast of Australia for more than 2000 kilometers stretches the world's largest coral reef - the Great Barrier Reef.   Extreme points of the mainland are as follows: in the north - Cape York, In the south - Cape South East Cape, In the west - Cape Steep Point, in the east - Cape Byron. Most of the territory is occupied by vast deserts and lowlands. Australia - the only continent where there are no active volcanoes and glaciated. The main natural wealth of the country are mineral resources. Availability of Australia natural resource potential is 20 times higher than average. The country occupies a place in the world reserves of bauxite. Australia - the hottest part of the whole land of the Southern Hemisphere. In the north there is subequatorial climate, monsoon, hot, in the central part - a tropical desert, south-west - a subtropical winter rainfall. In winter snow falls happen occasionally, but it is not stored for a long time. Heavy rainfall promotes  the development of vegetation, especially grasses, which  grow throughout the year. The evergreen succulent natural and improved sowing forage grasses feed year-round grazing herds of cattle and sheep.
 Although most of the continent is а desert and desert, in Australia there are a variety of landscapes from similar alpine meadows to tropical jungle .the considerable age of the continent, a wide variety of weather conditions and long-term geographic isolation, the biota of Australia is rich and unique. Among flowering plants are endemic to 85% of mammals - 84%, birds - 45% of coastal fish - 89%
Aborigines of Australia

Aborigines of Australia, as scientists believe, appeared on the continent 50,000 years ago. Aborigines, united in 300 clans spoke  250 languages and 700 dialects (now there are 145 languages, 110 of which are endangered).

Each clan had a spiritual connection with a particular area of land occupied by it. However, they were actively moving and traveling for employment exchange, searching for water, new sources of food and performance of rituals.
Population
As of July 1, 2007, Australia's population was 20,001,546 people. 
Until the end of XVIII century, the population of Australia consisted of Australian Aborigines, Torres Strait Islander and Aboriginal people of Tasmania. If you leave the coast and move to the centre of the continent, a few populated areas begin 200 kilometers away. Lush rainforests and rich agricultural lands are replaced by hot, dry, open area where you can meet just scrub and grasses. However, there is life in these areas too. There are sheep and cow pastures, or ranches. Further, in the depths of the continent, starts scorching heat of the desert. 

Official language – English
Workforce

The share of foreign workers in the country is 25%. In some parts of Australia there is a shortage of working staff. Primarily this is due to small populations in large areas of these districts and the fact that most of the population lives on the east coast of Australia. In this area, most large cities, and nearly all the skilled workers and engineers carry out their activities tam. Many immigrants from China, Vietnam, Korea, work in the western part of the country. Their number is growing rapidly. Development of chemical, electrical, metallurgical industries, the automotive industry is typical of Australia. It has one of the first places in the world in production of electricity per capita. 
Canberra- the capital of Australia
Canberra is the capital of the Commonwealth. With a population of 345,000 people, Canberra is the largest city in Australia, located within the country rather than on the coast. The city is located in the northern part of the Australian Capital Territory, 280 km south-west of Sydney and 650 km north-east of Melbourne.
Sydney
Sydney - Australia's largest city is an area of 12144.6 km ². Sydney is the capital of New South Wales. Sydney is located on the southeast coast of Australia. 
Melbourne

Melbourne is often called the "sporting and cultural capital" of the country,  there take place many sporting and cultural events .Melbourne - the second largest city in Australia, the capital of Victoria
Lake Eyre

Lake Eyre (English Lake Eyre) is filled with water rarely. It is the largest lake in Australia, and its lowest point - 20 m below sea level. This is the central point of the vast Lake Eyre Basin. 
The lake was named after an English explorer of Australia, Edward John Eyre, who was the first who discovered it in 1840 

The lake is located in the desert of central Australia, in the northern part of South Australia. The basin of Lake Eyre is a closed system.
Gardner

Gardner – a big-drainage shallow salt lake in South Australia is considered the fourth largest salt lake in Australia when it is filled with water. The lake covers more than 160 kilometers in length and is 48 kilometers wide.
Uluru
Uluru - formed about 680 million years ago, 348-meter long orange-brown oval-shaped rock. It is located in the Northern Territory, Central Australia, 450 km from the town of Alice Springs. Its length is 3.6 km  - about 3 miles and the base is indented caves decorated with ancient rock paintings and stone carving.
The Great Barrier Reef

The Great Barrier Reef is the world's largest reef system composed of over 2,900 individual reefs and 900 islands stretching for over 2,600 kilometres (1,600 mi) over an area of approximately 344,400 square kilometres (133,000 sq mi). The reef is located in the Coral Sea, off the coast of Queensland in north-east Australia.

The Great Barrier Reef can be seen from outer space and is the world's biggest single structure made by living organisms. This reef structure is composed of and built by billions of tiny organisms, known as coral polyps. This reef supports a wide diversity of life, and was selected as a World Heritage Site in 1981. CNN labeled it one of the seven natural wonders of the world.[8] The Queensland National Trust named it a state icon of Queensland. 

