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                                         Introduction.
 This project presents an exciting travelling around Armenia, one of most  beautiful  countries of the Caucasus. You will get information about geographical position, political system, customs and traditions of Armenia. You will study more about unique nature and variety of sights of the country.               
                                       Armenia and it’s location.
Armenia - acknowledged as one of the cradles of civilization - is a beautiful country with a sophisticated people and a long and cultured history. As a result, Armenia is an intriguing tourist destination. Numerous monuments and masterpieces of the Ancient era and Middle Ages can be found throughout the country. The monasteries of Haghpat and Sanahin enjoy have been given the status of world heritage sites. Tourism in Armenia is rooted in the country's historical landmarks and natural attractions such as the water resorts of Lake Sevan,the hot springs of Arzni and Jermuk, the forests of Dilijan, Aghveran, Tsaghkadzor, Bjurakan and Gugark, and the mountainous natural caves and cliffs of the Southeast region. The capital city Yerevan, which is nestled in the shadow of the snow-capped heights of the majestic mount Ararat. The 5165 meter Mount Ararat, geographically located in Turkey, is a national symbol of Armenia and is visible from much of the Southwest region.
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Armenia is a landlocked mountainous country in the Caucasus region of Eurasia. Situated at the juncture of Western Asia and Eastern Europe, it is bordered by Turkey to the west, Georgia to the north, independent Nagorno-Karabakh Republic and Azerbaijan to the east, and Iran and the Azerbaijani exclave of Nakhchivan to the south.
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                                           The history of Armenia.
Armenia lies in the highlands surrounding the Biblical mountains of Ararat, upon which, according to the Bible, Noah's Ark came to rest after the flood. Recent archeological studies have found the earliest leather shoe, skirt, and wine-producing facility  in Armenia. In the Bronze Age, several states flourished in the area of Greater Armenia, including the Hittite Empire (at the height of its power), Mitanni (South-Western historical Armenia), and Hayasa-Azzi. Then, the Nairi people (12th to 9th centuries) and the Kingdom of Urartu) successively established their sovereignty over the Armenian Highland. Each of the aforementioned nations and tribes participated in the ethnogenesis of the Armenian people. Yerevan, the modern capital of Armenia, was founded in 782  by king Argishti I. The Kingdom of Armenia was established under the Orontid Dynasty. The kingdom reached its height under Tigranes the Great, becoming one of the most powerful kingdoms of its time within the region. Throughout its history, the kingdom of Armenia enjoyed periods of independence intermitted with periods of autonomy subject to contemporary empires. Armenia's strategic location between two continents has subjected it to invasions by many peoples, including the Assyrians, Greeks, Romans, Byzantines, Arabs, Mongols, Persians, Ottoman Turks and Russians.
                                           Middle ages.                                                                                                                      
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After the Marzpanate period (428–636), Armenia emerged as the Emirate of Armenia, an autonomous principality within the Arabic Empire, reuniting Armenian lands previously taken by the Byzantine Empire as well. The principality was ruled by the Prince of Armenia, recognised by the Caliph and the Byzantine Emperor. It was part of the administrative division/emirate Arminiyya created by the Arabs, which also included parts of Georgia and Caucasian Albania, and had its center in the Armenian city Dvin. The Principality of Armenia lasted until 884, when it regained its independence from the weakened Arabic Empire.          In 1045, the Byzantine Empire conquered Bagratid Armenia. Soon, the other Armenian states fell under Byzantine control as well. The Byzantine rule was short lived, as in 1071 Seljuk Turks defeated the Byzantines and conquered Armenia at the Battle of Manzikert, establishing the Seljuk Empire. To escape death or servitude at the hands of those who had assassinated his relative, Gagik II, King of Ani, an Armenian named Roupen went with some of his countrymen into the gorges of the Taurus Mountains and then into Tarsus of Cilicia. The Byzantine governor of the palace gave them shelter where the Armenian Kingdom of Cilicia was eventually established.                                                                                           Cilicia was a strong ally of the European Crusaders, and saw itself as a bastion of Christendom in the East. Cilicia's significance in Armenian history and statehood is also attested by the transfer of the seat of the Catholicos of the Armenian Apostolic Church, spiritual leader of the Armenian people, to the region.
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      Provinces.
Armenia is divided into ten provinces, with the city  of Yerevan having special administrative status as the country's capital. The chief executive in each of the ten provinces is the marzpet, appointed by the government of Armenia. In Yerevan, the chief executive is the mayor, appointed by the president.                                                 Within each province are communities. Each community is self-governing and consists of one or more settlements. Settlements are classified as either towns  or villages. As of 2007, Armenia includes 915 communities, of which 49 are considered urban and 866 are considered rural. The capital, Yerevan, also has the status of a community.Additionally, Yerevan is divided into twelve semi-autonomous districts.
	Province
	Capital
	      Area
	Population

	Aragatsotn
	Ashtarak
	2,753 km²
	126,278

	Ararat
	Artashat
	2,096 km²
	252,665

	Armavir
	Armavir
	1,242 km²
	255,861

	Gegharknik
	Gavar
	5,348 km²
	215,371

	Kotayk
	Hrazdan
	2,089 km²
	241,337

	Lori
	Vanadzor
	3,789 km²
	253,351

	Shirak
	Gyumri
	2,681 km²
	257,242

	Syunik
	Kapan
	4,506 km²
	134,061

	Tavush
	Ijevan
	2,704 km²
	121,963

	Vayots Dzor
	Yeghegnadzor
	2,308 km²
	53,230

	Yerevan
	-
	227 km²
	1,091,235
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                        Yerevan                                          Gyumri
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Ijevan
                                                 Yeghegnadzor
                                     Culture and Religion.
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Armenia was the first nation to adopt Christianity as a state religion.                         The predominant religion in Armenia is Christianity. The roots of the Armenian Church go back to the 1st century. According to tradition, the Armenian Church was founded by two of Jesus' twelve apostles – Thaddaeus and Bartholomew – who preached Christianity in Armenia. Because of these two founding apostles, the official name of the Armenian Church is Armenian Apostolic Church.                      Over 93% of Armenian Christians belong to the Armenian Apostolic Church, a form of Oriental  Orthodoxy, which is a very ritualistic, conservative church, roughly comparable to the Coptic and Syriac churches. Armenian Apostolic Church is in communion only with a group of churches within Oriental Orthodoxy. Other religious denominations in Armenia are the Baptists and Presbyterians. Catholics also exist in Armenia, both Roman Catholic and Mekhitarist Catholics. The Mechitarists, are a congregation of Benedictine monks of the Armenian Catholic Church founded in 1712 by Mechitar of Sebaste. They are best known for their series of scholarly publications of ancient Armenian versions of otherwise lost ancient Greek texts.                                                                                               The Armenian Catholic denomination is headquartered in Bzoummar, Lebanon.                     The Yazidi Kurds, who live in the western part of the country, practice Yazidism. There are also non-Yazidi Kurds who practice Sunni Islam. There is a Jewish community in Armenia diminished to 750 persons since independence with most emigrants leaving for Israel. There are currently two synagogues in Armenia – in the capital, Yerevan, and in the city of Sevan located near Lake Sevan.

                              Music and Dance.
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Armenian music is a mix of indigenous folk music, perhaps best-represented by Djivan Gasparyan's well-known duduk music, as well as light pop, and extensive Christian music.                                                                                                  Instruments like the duduk, the dhol, the zurna and the kanun are commonly found in Armenian folk music. Artists such as Sayat Nova are famous due to their influence in the development of Armenian folk music. One of the oldest types of Armenian music is the Armenian chant which is the most common kind of religious music in Armenia. Many of these chants are ancient in origin, extending to pre-Christian times, while others are relatively modern, including several composed by Saint Mesrop Mashtots, the inventor of the Armenian alphabet. Whilst under Soviet rule, Armenian classical music composer Aram Khatchaturian became internationally well known for his music, for various ballets and the Sabre Dance from his composition for the ballet Gayaneh.                                                            The Armenian Genocide caused widespread emigration that led to the settlement of Armenians in various countries in the world. Armenians kept to their traditions and certain diasporans rose to fame with their music. In the post-Genocide Armenian community of the United States, the so called "kef" style Armenian dance music, using Armenian and Middle Eastern folk instruments (often electrified/amplified) and some western instruments, was popular. This style preserved the folk songs and dances of Western Armenia, and many artists also played the contemporary popular songs of Turkey and other Middle Eastern countries from which the Armenians emigrated. Richard Hagopian is perhaps the most famous artist of the traditional "kef" style and the Vosbikian Band was notable in the 40s and 50s for developing their own style of "kef music" heavily influenced by the popular American Big Band Jazz of the time. Later, stemming from the Middle Eastern Armenian diaspora and influenced by Continental European (especially French) pop music, the Armenian pop music genre grew to fame in the 60s and 70s with artists such as Adiss Harmandian and Harout Pamboukjian performing to the Armenian diaspora and Armenia. Also with artists such as Sirusho, performing pop music combined with Armenian folk music in today's entertainment industry. Other Armenian diasporans that rose to fame in classical or international music circles are world renown French-Armenian singer and composer Charles Aznavour, pianist Sahan Arzruni, prominent opera sopranos such as Hasmik Papian and more recently Isabel Bayrakdarian and Anna Kasyan. Certain Armenians settled to sing non-Armenian tunes such as the heavy metal band System of a Down (which nonetheless often incorporates traditional Armenian instrumentals and styling into their songs) or pop star Cher. In the Armenian diaspora, Armenian revolutionary songs are popular with the youth. These songs encourage Armenian patriotism and are generally about Armenian history and national heroes.
                                                   Art.
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Yerevan's Vernisage (arts and crafts market), close to Republic Square, bustles with hundreds of vendors selling a variety of crafts on weekends and Wednesdays (though the selection is much reduced mid-week). The market offers woodcarving, antiques, fine lace, and the hand-knotted wool carpets and kilims that are a Caucasus specialty. Obsidian, which is found locally, is crafted into assortment of jewellery and ornamental objects. Armenian gold smithery enjoys a long tradition, populating one corner of the market with a selection of gold items. Soviet relics and souvenirs of recent Russian manufacture—nesting dolls, watches, enamel boxes and so on, are also available at the Vernisage.                                                  Across from the Opera House, a popular art market fills another city park on the weekends. Armenia’s long history as a crossroads of the ancient world has resulted in a landscape with innumerable fascinating archaeological sites to explore. Medieval, Iron Age, Bronze Age and even Stone Age sites are all within a few hours drive from the city. All but the most spectacular remain virtually undiscovered, allowing visitors to view churches and fortresses in their original settings.                                                                                                                                       The National Art Gallery in Yerevan has more than 16,000 works that date back to the Middle Ages, which indicate Armenia's rich tales and stories of the times. It houses paintings by many European masters as well. The Modern Art Museum, the Children’s Picture Gallery, and the Martiros Saryan Museum are only a few of the other noteworthy collections of fine art on display in Yerevan. Moreover, many private galleries are in operation, with many more opening every year, featuring rotating exhibitions and sales.
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                                            Environment.
Armenia has established a Ministry of Nature Protection and introduced taxes for air and water pollution and solid waste disposal, whose revenues are used for environmental protection activities. Waste management in Armenia is underdeveloped as no waste sorting or recycling takes place at Armenia's 60 landfills.                                                                                                               Despite the availability of abundant renewable energy sources in Armenia (especially hydroelectric and wind power) the Armenian Government is working toward building a new Nuclear Power Plant at Medzamor near Yerevan. 
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                                                                    Climate.
The climate in Armenia is markedly continental. Summers are dry and sunny, lasting from June to mid-September. The temperature fluctuates between 22 and 36 degree Celsius. However, the low humidity level mitigates the effect of high temperatures. Evening breezes blowing down the mountains provide a welcome refreshing and cooling effect. Springs are short, while falls are long. Autumns are known for their vibrant and colorful foliage.                                                       Winters are quite cold with plenty of snow, with temperatures ranging between -10 and -5 °C. Winter sports enthusiasts enjoy skiing down the hills of Tsakhkadzor, located thirty minutes outside Yerevan. Lake Sevan, nestled up in the Armenian highlands, is the second largest lake in the world relative to its altitude, at 1,900 metres above sea level.

                                 Lake Sevan.
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Lake Sevan is the largest lake in Armenia and one of the largest high-altitude lakes in the world.                                                                                                                      Lake Sevan is situated in the central part of the Republic of Armenia, inside the Gegharkunik Province, at the altitude of 1,900m above sea level. The total surface area of its basin is about 5,000 km2, the lake itself is 940 km2, and the volume is 34.0 bln cubic meters. It is fed by 28 rivers and streams. Only 10% of the outgoing water is drained by the Hrazdan (Razdan) river, while the remaining 90% evaporates.                                                                                                                   Before human intervention dramatically changed the Lake Sevan ecosystem, the lake was 95 metres deep, covered an area of 1,360 km² (5% of Armenia's entire area), had a volume of 58 km³ and a perimeter of 260 km. The lake surface was at an altitude of 1,950 m above sea level.                                                                               Along with Lake Van and Lake Urmia, Sevan was considered one of the three great lakes of the historical Armenian Kingdom, collectively referred to as the Seas of Armenia; it is the only one within the boundaries of today's Republic of Armenia. The Sevanavank peninsula (formerly an island) is the historic area of the lake at its northern shores.                                                                                                             The climate in Armenia is markedly continental. Summers are dry and sunny, lasting from June to mid-September. The temperature fluctuates between 22 and 36 degree Celsius. However, the low humidity level mitigates the effect of high temperatures. Evening breezes blowing down the mountains provide a welcome refreshing and cooling effect. Springs are short, while falls are long. Autumns are known for their vibrant and colorful foliage.                                                       Winters are quite cold with plenty of snow, with temperatures ranging between -10 and -5 °C. Winter sports enthusiasts enjoy skiing down the hills of Tsakhkadzor, located thirty minutes outside Yerevan. Lake Sevan, nestled up in the Armenian highlands, is the second largest lake in the world relative to its altitude, at 1,900 metres above sea level.
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                             Armenian landmarks:
                                     The Great Cascade.

There is no similar structure anywhere on the post-Soviet territory. At first sight it is difficult to define its genre: it is neither a monument nor a building. To put it simply the Cascade is the original decoration of the city in the form of unique architectural composition. The Great Cascade reminding a huge multi-tier Babylon pyramid is a system of huge staircases gracefully connecting the downtown lying low and the residential area located high in mountains. All together it looks like an enormous spectacular modernist sculpture. Huge stair wells with fountains run uphill crowned with the obelisk of the Revived Armenia. The Cascade building began in the 1970s but has not come to the end yet. The Cascade has not been completed. According to the initial design the stairs' top should reach the viewing platform of the Victory Park . Only 20 meters of stairs are missing… The Karabakh war, the city blockade and other events interfered.                                                                           The Cascade is located in the very beginning of the street bearing the name of Architect Tamanian. At the Cascade foot there is the monument to Tamanian bending over his general plan.Near the monument there is an amusing sculpture called “the Black Cat” by the famous South American artist and sculptor Fernando Botero. 
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Fernando Botero

                The Great Cascade

                           The State Museum of History of Armenia. 
The State Museum of History of Armenia was founded in 921 and of the Museum complex on the Republic Square occupying its two ground floors. The Museum collection has about 400,000 exhibits. The permanent exposition covers the entire history of Armenian people – since the times of primitive society up to now.The museum shows the objects of material culture which were found during the excavations - the objects of Armenian culture from various epochs up to the late 19 th century. You will see the tools of primitive people, weapons and utensils of Urartu and other Armenian states, sculptures, ornaments and handicrafts of various historical areas of Armenia . The museum has a rich library (about 50,000 volumes) many of which are truly unique such as the first printed book “Urbatagirk” (“Friday Book”) published in 1512 in Venice . 
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                            The State Museum of History of Armenia.
                            The State Picture Gallery of Armenia.                                                  The State Picture Gallery of the country is a part of the big Museum complex on the Republic Square. It is one of the largest museums on the territory of the CIS, and the world's largest in the collection of Armenian fine arts. The funds of the Picture Gallery of Armenia store more than 20 thousand works of art. The Gallery has four departments: West European painting, Russian art, the Armenian fine arts and drawings. The fund of West European department has more than 350 canvases and drawings. There are the pictures of such known West European masters as Shagal, Rubens, Kurbe, Kandinsky; well-known Russian artists – Repin, Bryullov, Surikov, Petrov – Vodkin and also West Armenian painters – Garzu, Fetvadzhyan, Orkyan and many others. The museum has one of the best collections of pictures by Aivazovsky. In the most part they are the items from nationalized collections of the museums of Moscow and St.-Petersburg, the gifts of Armenian collectors. 
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                                  The State Picture Gallery of Armenia.                                                  
                              Museum of History of the City of Yerevan.                                                          The oldest museum of Armenia created in 1931 has collected about 80 thousand exhibits which represent various periods of Yerevan existence from the times of the city's beginning to present days.                                                                                   
The most ancient objects, unique medieval books, graphic drawings of foreign travelers who visited Yerevan, military banners, awards and weaponry, jewelry, the first telephone and movie cameras, and, of course the historical record of Urartu tsar Argishti I with the date of birth of the fortified city of Erebuni (today's Yerevan) dated 782 BC. Thanks to the panoramic models, drawings and photos the visitors can get the idea of old Yerevan.  

                            Museum of History of the City of Yerevan.                                                          
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                                   Republic Square.
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Republic Square is the central square of the city created under the guidance of architect A.Tamanian in 1926. It had been called Lenin Square until 1991. The square is well-known for its monumental national architecture. The square's shape is combined of two geometrical figures: an oval and a trapeze. Five buildings are included in the architectural complex.                                                                                From the east and west the House of the Government of Armenia and the House of the Ministries are symmetrically located. On the wall of the House of the Government overlooking the square is the city chiming clock. The building has a national character. The columns and arches on the facades of the buildings are covered with subtle carving of ancient Armenian nature. The composition is completed with the building of “Mariott Armenia ” Hotel, the House of Communication and the building of the Museum with fountains, which are lit at night, in front of them. The oval part of the square is distinguished by its beautiful mosaic decoration.                                                                                                        The square is adjoined by a small boulevard on which 2,750 small fountains symbolizing the age of the city of Yerevan were installed in 1968. 

[image: image39.jpg]


                            Mesrop Mashtots Matenadaran. 

“ Matenadaran” means a "book-depository" in ancient Armenian. Indeed, Matenadaran is the pride of Armenian culture, the world's largest storage of ancient manuscripts. It towers over Mesrop Mashtots Prospect in the centre of Yerevan . It was created on the basis of the collection of manuscripts, nationalized in 1920, belonging to Echmiadzin Monaster. The chronological sequence of the exhibits arrangement represents the national writing culture from the very beginning to the 19 th century.                                                                                                              Open on March 1st, 1959 Matenadaran is in fact a scientific research institute of ancient manuscripts which stores more than 17 thousand ancient manuscripts and more than 100 thousand ancient archival documents. Along with 13 thousand Armenian manuscripts there are more than 2000 manuscripts in Russian, Hebrew, Latin, Arabian, Syrian, Greek, Japanese, Persian and other languages. The collection of Matenadaran is the priceless scientific and historical base for studying history and culture of Armenia and the people of Caucasus and Middle East . The manuscripts dated the 5 th -18 th centuries, the unique collection of incunabula and Armenian books printed in the 16 th – 18 th centuries, the works of ancient and medieval Armenian historians, writers, philosophers, mathematicians, geographers, doctors, translations from Ancient Greek, Syrian, Arabian and Latin including a number of books the originals of which have not survived are stored in the Institute. Numerous samples of ancient Armenian writing and miniatures can also be seen there.                                                                                                                        Matenadaran has special value as an art museum with the unique collection of book paintings and those kinds of arts and crafts which are connected with hand-written book art: the samples of fabrics, leather stamping, repoussage and   jewelry.                                                                                                        The building was constructed in the spirit of national 12 th – 13 th –century traditions. The monument to Mesrop Mashtots, the founder of Armenian writing and other outstanding thinkers of ancient Armenia , such as Movses Khorenatsi, Anani Shrakatsi, Mkhitar Gosh, Toros Roslin, Frik, Gregory.

                                 Opera and Ballet Theatre.
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The Opera and Ballet Theatre is one of the outstanding landmarks of the country. Located in the heart of Yerevan it was designed by the architect Alexander Tamanian who connected two auditoriums in a uniform semicircular building in unusual manner. While building this temple of art Tamanian used the best traditions of medieval Armenian architecture stylizing traditional national ornament.                                                                                                                                 The theater part of the building was finished in 1939. In 1963 the big hall of the philharmonic society was added. The building in its present condition appeared after the reconstruction of 1980. The theatre capacity is 1,260 people; the philharmonic society hall – 1,400. Both halls have the shape of an amphitheatre and are distinguished by magnificent acoustics. The project was awarded the "Grand Prix" at the International Exhibition in Paris in 1937.                                                                           The square in front of the Opera building are decorated by the sculptures of the poet O.Tumanian and the composer A.Spendiarian. There is a swan lake near the square. Numerous cafes giving special color to the adjoining district are very popular with Yerevan youth. 
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                                               David of Sasun.

 In the center of the railway station square towers the monument to David of Sasun – the hero of Armenian folk epos who personified the freedom-loving nature of Armenians for centuries.                                                                                             David is pictured sitting on his horse – Dzalali – “standing” on a huge basalt block. The dynamic figure of David shows bravery and readiness to fight an enemy.                                                                                    On the pedestal's edge there is the granite bowl symbolizing the patience limit of Armenian people. The monument stands 12.5 m tall. 
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                                          Tsitsernakaberd.
This is the monument to the victims of the genocide of 1915. It was erected in 1967 on the hill top on Tsitsernakaberd plateau to the east of the city center. The monumental composition immortalizing the memory of innocent victims of the most severe genocide of Armenians is a mausoleum made of 12pylons standing in circle. The eternal flame burns inside and mourning melodies sound. The mausoleum is decorated by a high (40 m) peaked obelisk split into two unequal parts (symbolizing the separation of Eastern and Western Armenia ) - the symbol of Armenian people revival which is visible of any point in the city. You can get to the mausoleum via long mourning avenue lined with fur-trees which were planted at various times by prominent political and cultural figures who paid official visits to the country and the memorial wall.                                                                        Every year on April 24 th thousands Armenians from Armenia , diasporas, as well as foreign visitors gather in the park to give a tribute of respect to the victims who died during the genocide period. 

                                      Erebuni Museum.
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Erebuni Museum was opened in 1968 in the honor of the city of Erebuni 2,750 th anniversary. It is situated at the foot of Arin-Berd hill; there you will see a number of valuable objects of Urartu culture. Erebuni Museum displays the objects found during the excavations; they tell about the life of the citadel, the artistic preferences and abilities of its inhabitants.                                                                                                    The samples of simple ceramics – coins, cups, Urartu cups, one-handled jugs, Urartu stamps were found in different places of the citadel with images of animals and scenes of hunting. Bronze objects and ornaments, small and big glass beads as well as big agate and cornelian ones are also characteristic to the epoch of Urartu. Numerous bronze arrow heads of various shapes were found stuck in the walls can help identify the enemies who stormed the citadel. The materials extracted during excavations give the idea of ways used for bronze, iron, and gold processing. Objects made from wood, skins, wool, flax intended both for military and peaceful purposes are widely presented there too. 

                               Сhurches in Armenia.
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                                         St. Katogike Church.                                                       This church in the form of simple basilica without a dome was constructed in 1693-95 and used to be one of the largest churches of Yerevan . The interior furniture of the church consisted only from khachkars dated 1679, 1693, 1694 and 1695.However, the church suffered badly during the destructive earthquake in 1679. During its restoration the deeper layers which had been the remnants of a more ancient church, St. Astvatsatsin (the Sacred Virgin) were found. The most ancient inscriptions on the found wall fragments are dated 1264. On the western wall there are the inscriptions dated 1229, 1284. In the beginning of the 17 th century St. Astvatsatsin church was adjoined by a chapel on place of which St. Katogike was constructed in the end of the century.                                                                               Today St. Katogike church is a small structure square in plan, with identical sides and cross-shaped facade. The church centre is crowned with the peaked dome on cylindrical drum. The stone walls which are partially damped give the church the spirit of olden time. 
                             St. Astvatsatsin Church                                                        
The ancient St. Astvatsatsin church suffered badly from the destructive earthquake of 1679 and in the end of the 17 th century was restored on the money donated by local residents.St. Astvatsatsin church is a simple basilica. In the hall for prayers there is the main altar and two big columns. The cut khachkars are only decoration of the internal walls of the church. On one of them the name of its author - Keram is cut. The church has two entrances – from the western and the southern sides. Recently, the church has been restored by the Armenian society of historical monuments protection. 

                             St. Zoravor Church.                                                          
St. Zoravor church is one of the oldest churches in Yerevan . Originally it was named after Astvatsatsin (the Virgin). The church was erected in Shaar district of old Yerevan . This place was earlier occupied by the tomb-chapel of St. Anania and the monastic complex which consisted of the church, the chapel, and the residence. The complex was completely restored in1632-35 but in 1679 it was totally destroyed by the earthquake.                                                                                                         The existing church of St. Zoravor was built from bright-red stones on the same site in 1693.Its interior is distinguished by severity. There are some 17 th – century khachkars cut in the outer walls. The church vestibules are decorated with domed belfries with bells. In 1889 to the northwest from the church the new St. Anania chapel was added. Thanks to the support of Echmiadzin in 1970s the church underwent fundamental reconstruction. The dilapidated walls, the roof, and the gallery for choir were constructed. 
                                      St . Sargis Church.                                                           From the times of early Christianity right across Erebuni fortress there was a monastery which comprised the churches of St. Sargis, St. Gevork, and St. Akop. St. Sargis church as well as the entire monastic complex were totally destroyed by 1679 earthquake and was completely restored on the same site in the 17 th – early 18 th centuries. However, St. Sargis church was constructed anew in 1835-1842. Its architectural design was the most unattractive of all churches in Yerevan. Its appearance and internal decoration mismatched its purpose - a suffragan church of Ararat Patriarchal diocese. In 1972 the works on its fundamental reconstruction began. The old building of the church has almost completely survived but all facades were covered with orange tuff and finished in a modern way. In 1971-1976 the interior was restored, in 2000 the tall belfry was erected. The works related to the reconstruction of St. Sargis were done on the donations of Armenian philanthropists from London which is proved by the wall inscription. 

                      Conclusion.
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Here you  got a lot of information about political system, geographical position,    customs and traditions of Armenia.This project showed you a lot of  amazing places of Armenia. 
You are welcome!!!  

Literature: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Armenia#History

               http://www.tourismarmenia.net/                     
                    http://images.yandex.ru/yandsearch?text=pictures+of+armenia
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