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                                                                       Dance is a soul of nation.
Dance as a specific language expressing delight and gladness, grief and mental feelings by means of simple gestures and movements of people possibly earlier than a language.
Since that time dance accompanies a man. Bashkir folk dances have a long
history since ancient ages. In the distant past they had some specific functions at the feasts, folk holidays, hunting or war ceremonials.
Dances and singers were held in respect during the holidays. Folk holidays and feasts played an important role in conservation and development of folk culture, particularly the art of dancing. 
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 Like any other kind of art, folk dancing is connected with the history of people, their labour, social conditions of their life. At the same time these dances are related to the cult of nature, animals and birds. 
 The Bashkir dances are very original and accurate in their illustration.  
The style of dances are laconic and dynamic. The strength of a dance is in its elegance.
The famous Russian traveler Ivan Lepekhin wrote: “The Bashkirs try to express words in the songs with their movements”. 
Solo dances are the most developed forms of the Bashkir choreography and they show us the peculiarity of national dancing culture. There are many duet dances-competitions and trio dances where performers vie with each other. Collective dances performing during evening parties had character of plays.
Motions in female dances related to the imitation of different labour processes. These dances are rhythmical, smooth and skittish, hands play the main role. 
Male dances are differ from female ones with more dynamic, strength and clearness. They are based on hunting and war motions.
In these dances one can see imitation of horse-riding, running, gallop, spurring of a horse and others. In hunting dances a performer expressed a brave hunter or a horse, a bird or an animal which was followed by a hunter. He showed the wounded animal or a bird, how it tried to run away and fell down wounded with an arrow. War dances influenced to people psychologically, that people watched them with tears in their eyes. 

Dances which show birds are very interesting too. They performed the characters of birds, their habits; they often help the heroes of the dance to overcome the enemies. Joking dances are graceful and easy. 
Nowadays the performers try to keep the originality of these dances, their expressiveness, dynamic. All these dances you can see in the repertoire of the
 

dance ensemble “Irandyk” which is one of the leading folk dance companies of our Republic.   
I think I’m not mistaken if I say that the main Bashkir amateur folk dance companies are concentrated in Zauralje.
Baimak is one of the centres of culture in Zauralje. It is situated at the foot of the Irandyk mountains in the south-east part of our Republic. 
I am proud of its history and people. Baimak land has brought up quite a number of talented people who are the real pearls of my native land.
The amateur dance company “Irandyk” was founded in Baimak in 1976.  
The title of “national” was given to the company in December1989.  
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The talented dancer and choreographer Yavdat Bikberdin was its creator and 
inspirer. During his short life-time Honoured Artist of Bashkortostan Yavdat Bikberdin, being the first artistic leader of this folk dance company managed to create a great deal of dances. Even today the ensemble shows many dances directed by him: choreographic compositions “Caravan-Sarai” and “Sons of Timerbai” reflecting the history, customs and traditions of Bashkir nation, its brave sons and wise sasans; war and hunting dances “Kahym tuyra”, “Perovsky”, “Kara Yurga”, “The Irandyk Eagles” joking dance “Black Hen” and lyric collective dances “At the Irandyk river”, “ The Tuyalas evenings” and  others are still popular nowadays. 
These dances were the first successful victories at national and even international contests and festivals. Folk dance ensamble “Irandyk” is known not only in our Republic and in Russia but even abroad.
 In 1992 the company staged in Ufa,   Neftekamsk,  Belebei,  Salavat.
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 In May 1996 our amateur artistes took part at the Festival “Moscow is the soul of Russia” and staged in the Kremlin Palace of Congresses. Later they   made a tour across the Russian cities: Saint Petersburg, Krasnoyarsk, Orenburg, Chelyabinsk. We were happy when our folk dance company proudly represented Bashkir artistry at International Folklore Festivals in Germany, Italy, Belgium. 
The ensemble took part in the 3rd, 4th, 5th International Festivals of Folk Song and Dance in the district of Halle /Germany,1989/, in  Milan, Turin /Italy,1993/, in Belgium /1997/. These foreign tours were the brightest events, something never to be forgotten. 




Bashkir Folk dances caused a real sensation at these Festivals.” The audience burst into applause having seen our artistes’ originality, artistry and high level of dances. The viewers emotionally received every performance of the Bashkir company. The atmosphere of the International folklore festivals was very friendly.  Quite a number members of the audience frankly admitted that they had never before known about the existence of the Bashkir people in Russia”, says Dinislam Iskuzhin, Honoured Worker of Culture, the art leader of  Irandyk dance ensemble today. 
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In 1994 the folk dance ensemble became the winner of the prizes after Faizi Gaskarov and later Batyr Validi.                

Many new dances have been added to the repertoire since then. Y.Bikberdin’s learner Dinislam Iskuzhin has been working in the ensemble since 1983. He created solo dances “Aldar Batyr”, “Soldier’s marsh”, dances “Face to face”, “Swans” and others. Today the repertoire of the company boasts over 50 dances that embody the soul of Bashkir nation, its character, history and everyday life. Today his learners work in different folk dance companies in Ufa, Sterlitamak, Uchaly, Sibay and Chelyabinsk: S.Askarova, R.Sagitov, etc. Some learners are students in Sterlitamak, Uchaly and Sibay art schools,  colleges. 
The talented leader Dinislam Iskuzhin goes on teaching the younger generation of dancers the art of dancing



and he also teaches them keep and develop the folk dance company’s traditions. The younger generation - schoolchildren at the age of 8 to 16 are engaged in folk dancing very much. 
There is already the 3rd generation of the Bashkir dancers on the stage.      

Folk dance ensemble Irandyk currently has two groups: senior group numbers 30 artistes and junior one consists of 45 dancers. That means the ensemble has its future. 
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The ensemble is a regular participant and winner of the town, region, zone and republican contests and festivals. In 2008 the soloists Nail Shayakhmetov and Faiz Usmanov won the 2nd and the  3rd places taking part at F.Gaskarov prize  contest of solo dances; the veteran of the ensemble Karim Baigulov was a winner at the Republican contest “Baik”.
A harmonious combination of the folk dance, music, stage costumes and high level of performing are the main components of the popularity and success with viewers. 
I am very happy because I live in the place where the Bashkir customs and traditions are observed for centuries; where my native people respect and cherish their national culture; where people of different nationalities live in friendship and harmony.  
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OOSTROZEBEKE — Het
wvertrek van de buitenlandse gas-
ten van het folklorefestival stemt*

heel wat Oostrozebekenaars _

weemoedig. Niet alle deelnemers
keren meteen terug naar huis,
sommigen vertrekken naar een
ander festival, in Wallonié of het
‘buitenland. Zelfs voor wie maar
een klein fragmentjé-van het fes-
tival kon meepikken, was het an-
dermaal zeer geslaagd.

Ik ben een tevreden. man”,
zegt voorzitter Etienne Vankeirs-
bilck. ,,De opkomst was groot,
maar wat mij speciaal deugd
deed, waren de vele jongeren die
kwamen kijken,- bleven, en de
dag ema terugkwamen. Elk pro-
gramma van elke groep werd met
enthousiasme.onthaald. Er is wel
een verschil in  temperament,
maar elk programma dat ver-
zorgd uitgevoerd werd, en dat
werden ze allemaal, kon rekenen
op de sympathie van de toe-
schouwers. Op vrijdagavond, de
verbroederingsavond, was onze
dansvloer zelfs te’klein. Dan kon
iedereen in een 'gemoedelijke
sfeer kennismaken met de dan-
sen van alle groepen en ze 0ok
aanleren”, glundert hij.

Dat de organisatie van zo’n fes-
tival soms het viterste van de or-
ganisatoren  vergt, daarover
zwijgt hij. Zo kwam de oorspron-
kelijke groep uit Georgié nooit

aan. Door slecht weer zathun bus
vast in de Kaukasus. Hun afwe-
zigheid werd opgevangen door
een groep uit Roemenié en een
uit Georgi€, die respectievelijk in
Saint Ghislain en Eigenbrakel
waren.

De groep nit Mexico besteedde
zondag na zijn optreden extra
aandacht aan de mama’s van hun
gastgezinnen. Zij werden | be-
dacht met een liedje voor de ma-
macitas en een geschenkie. In
Mexico valt moederdag steeds
op 10'mei, zodat deze dag binnen
de groep op zaterdag gevierd
werd. Zaterdag stond de'groep uit
Baskirié in het OC op de planken.
Ook hun optreden was uitmun-
tend. We wilden wel eens weten
hoe zij hun eerste bezoek aan
Belgié ervaren hebben en vroe-
gen dit aan Tania Elina, de tolk
van de groep. ,,\We zijn zeer te-
vreden”, vertelde ze. ,.En vooral
over het feit dat we buiten het fes-
tival nog een stuk van jullie cul-
tuar zagen. We waren in Gent,
Brugge en aan de kust. We vin
den jullie een warm volk en wil-
len onze gastgezinnen hartelijk
bedanken. We waren hier maar
een week, maar zien het als een
etappe in ons leven. Dit festival is
‘groter en breder dan folklore. Het
is het bewijs dat mensen in alle
wvriendschap en vrede samen kun-
nen zijn." —M.O.

De groep uit Baskirié is heel tevreden over het bezoek aan Belgié.
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