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   I enjoy listening to music greatly. And, of course, I have got my favourite singers and groups. The world of show business is very changeable. Many stars appear and many disappear every year. 

But people love some of them and remember forever. Michael Jackson is one of them.

Today everybody knows the name of Michael Jackson. Every teenager of 1980-90s could say about Michael: “He was a King of pop music”. Yes, it is true. But why is his second name the“King of POP”?  
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Millions of fans all over the world gave him this title. How did he have it? The answer is simple. He earned this with his hard and honest work. The best Michael’s achievements are: 

• A number of records in The Guinness Book of Records

• Induction into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame (twice)
• The biggest selling album ever "Thriller"
• 13 Grammy Awards
• The American Music Artist of the Century Award
    He was an American singer, in my opinion, one of the best of all times. He was also a brilliant songwriter and dancer, choreographer and record producer, actor, businessman and philanthropist. Michael Jackson was born in Gary, Indiana, on August 29, 1958, the fifth of nine children. In 1964 he made his way to the scene in his family band that was called “Jackson Five”. But in 1971 he began his solo career. This Afro-American man became famous quickly.  Michael Jackson became the pop icon of the early 1980s. And, naturally, Michael changed our world.  I think he changed two big worlds: the world of music and the world of dancing.

The World of Dancing
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  Michael’s visiting card was a famous dance “Moonwalk”. What is it?  An illusion of gliding is involved in creating this dance. At first the dancer draws attention to the leg being pulled up but moves the leg behind it back and transfers the weight on to it. The leg with weight on it goes up and the steps are repeated over and over.

   Jackson was not the first to perform this famous moonwalk. There are many recorded instances of the moonwalk being used before Michael Jackson used it. It was originally known as the backside or "walking on your toes". Similar steps are reported as far back as 1932, used by Cab Calloway. It was first recorded in 1955 in a performance by tap dancer Bill Bailey. The French mime artist, Marcel Marceau, used it throughout his career as part of the drama of his mime routines. But it became popular around the world after Michael Jackson performed it during a performance of "Billie Jean" on Motown 25: Yesterday, Today, Forever on March 25, 1983. Later it became his signature move, and is now one of the best-known dance techniques in the world.

The World of Music

    Michael was a real King of Pop. His music was very energetic and his songs became hits very fast. Michael Jackson produced ten well-known albums: “Got to Be There”, “Ben”, “Music and Me”, “Forever, Michael”, “Off the Wall”, “Thriller”, “Bad”, “Dangerous”, “HIStory” and “Invincible”. 
    And now I want to tell you about one of his famous albums “Thriller”. It was the largest selling album worldwide in the history of the recording industry. It has more than 70 million copies sold. Besides, singles released from the Thriller album sold more than 100 million copies worldwide. It is another all time record. “Thriller” is an album that makes Michael Jackson one of the famous singers of the XXth century.  Michael wanted to make this album a “bomb”. Songs that were in the “Thriller” are very catchy and they are gold hits. So, here they are: Wanna Be Startin' Somethin', Baby Be Mine (with Rod Temperton),  The Girl Is Mine,  Thriller (with Rod Temperton), Beat It, Billie Jean,  Human Nature (with John Bettis and Steeve Porkaro), P.Y.T. (Pretty Young Thing) (with James Ingram and Qweensy Jonas),     The Lady in My Life (with Rod Temperton).
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   The song “Thriller” was like a scary story for Halloween. This song was about zombies and mystery. In the “Thriller” people can hear dog’s barking, the sounds of wind and thunder, the scratch of the door. But I think that the best song of all Michael’s life was “Billie Jean”. Its music is very catchy. It is about a woman who tells that Michael was the father of her child. During one of Ms. Jackson’s shows while singing his famous song “Billie Jean” he performed the “Moonwalk” for the first time.
   The life of Michael Jackson gave rise to a number of scandals, gossips and contradictory opinions. He tried to change the colour of his skin in 1980, he changed his face. Some people liked it but some did not. In 1993 Michael was accused of child sexual abuse. He took a lot of medicines and his health suffered. But Michael was not upset and didn’t cry. He continued to sing.

Jackson was married twice: firstly in 1994 and for the second time in 1996, and he had three children. He made an Attraction Park that was called “Never Land”. It is called like Peter Pan’s island, because Jackson had no normal childhood. He thought he was like Peter Pan, because Michael was child in his heart and soul forever. 
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Still he was the star and was loved by millions of fans in the world. Princess Diana loved his music very much. Lisa-Mary Presley, the daughter of another great singer, Elvis Presley, loved his creativity very much. Michael died on June, 25, 2009. Thousands of fans cried when their idol was gone. Jackson’s memorial service attracted an audience of up to one billion people. There was also a huge rise in his album sales.  He became the best selling artist of 2009 with sales of more than 8.2 million in the United States.  He became the first US artist ever who has 4 of the top 20 best-selling albums in a single year and 29 million albums in the world. He became the first person who has 8 of the top 25 best-selling albums worldwide. In my town there was a flash mob in memory of Michael Jackson. Some of my friends took part in it.
     I think Michael Jackson was one of the greatest people in the world in the XXth century. He contributed much to the world of music and dancing. Every second man who lives in this world likes his music. We remember him as a man who changed the world. Michel really was the King of Pop. I made a Photoalbum in memory of Michael Jackson. (See the Photoalbum)
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