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         1. Introduction

People want to believe in wonders. It doesn’t matter, where the magic occurs: be it favourite books or TV-screen. Everybody, who has some imagination, can picture his own character portrets. All the book scenes are played in our mind like a film. That’s why we are eager to see the personification of the fairy tale characters in cinema.

The topic of my project is Tim Burton’s film “Alice in Wonderland”. The fairy tale, written a long time ago, is still up-to-date, as it help us to return to the magic childhood world, where everyone can find his own adventure and fantasy land.

I’ve chosen this topic, as I wanted to learn more about the famous tale filmography. 

The aim of the project is to create an educating material, broad the general outlook, learn the history of the book and its screen versions. 

The project product is to be a bright presentation combined with sound, text and video files, illustrations.  

Problems to be solved: to collect, study and systemize the necessary information, describe the latest screen version, characterize the key heroes.

To solve the problems set the following plan was accepted:  
1. Choosing the topic and project title
1. Collecting the material (reading the book, watching the films, searching for additional information via Internet and thematic magazines “Speak Out”
1. Consulting the tutor
1. Making the presentation (selecting the slides: film shots, actors’ photos, music accompaniment and text insertions)
1. Composing the written part of the project


2. Main Part
2.1 Short information about the author of the book
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In 1865 an English mathematician Charles Lutwidge Dodgeson granted the literature world with his fairy tale “Alice in Wonderland”. He did so under the pen name and was included in the classical authors list as Lewis Carrol. The tale, written for the three Oxford University chancellor daughters was quickly published and became a sensation in literature. 
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The passionate fans of the book included Queen Victoria and Oscar Wilde. Soon the sequel “Through the Looking-Glass” was also published. Finally the wonderful Alice’s world became a “compulsory reading” practically for every child. During their history the Carrol’s two books saw thousands of publishings and translations in almost all the languages. 


2.2 Screen versions history

[image: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/0/07/Alice_in_Wonderland_1903_film_tea_party.jpg/220px-Alice_in_Wonderland_1903_film_tea_party.jpg]People want to believe in wonders. Perhaps, that’s why the film directors of various periods enjoyed screening “the most wonderful fairy tale of all times and nations”, which is lewis carrol’s “Alice in Wonderland”. The general amount of the film and cartoon versions of “Alice” makes more than 20 works.

Surely, “Alice in Wonderland” couldn’t help being screened. In 1903, almost in the dawn of the cinematography the world saw its first version. 


                                                   

·  Alice in Wonderland (1903 film), silent film, directed by  Cecil Hepworth and Percy Stow, UK.
· Alice in Wonderland (1933 film) directed by Norman Z. McLeod, USA
· Alice in Wonderland (1946 film), BBC starring Vivian Pickles directed by George More O'Ferrall, UK
· [image: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/thumb/a/a7/Movie_alice_in_wonderland_flowers.png/220px-Movie_alice_in_wonderland_flowers.png]Alice in Wonderland (1951 film), Walt Disney Animation Studios traditional animation film, USA





· Alice in Wonderland (1966 film), BBC television movie directed by Jonathan Miller, UK
· Alice's Adventures in Wonderland (1972 film), British musical film, UK
· Alice in Wonderland (1981 film), Kievnauchfilm traditional animation, USSR
· Alice in Wonderland (1983 film), filmed performance based on the 1982 Broadway revival, which in turn was based on the 1932 Broadway production
· Alice in Wonderland (1983 film), Nippon Animation, animated TV-series, Japan
· Alice in Wonderland (1985 film), television movie
· directed by Barry Letts
· 
· Alice in Wonderland (1988 film), a 51-minute direct-to-video animated film from Burbank Films Australia
· Alice (1988 film), a stop motion adaptation of the first book by Jan Švankmajer.
· Adventures in Wonderland, a Disney television series that ran from 1991–1995
· Alice in Wonderland (1999 film), television movie
· Alice (2009 TV mini-series), Syfy Channel's modern reimagining of both Alice books
· Tim Burton's 2010 film Alice in Wonderland):


            









2.2 Tim Burton’s “Alice”
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The film director, who made up his mind to screen the Lewis Carroll’s tale after 1999 faced an enormous task, as he was to outshine Nick Willing’s success and create something totally extraordinary. Perhaps only such a talented film director as Tim Burton managed to find a graceful and perfect idea. In 2010 the surprising and having no prototype “Alice in Wonderland” by Tim Burton virtually burst the world film distribution and exhibition. 

Everything is offbeat about this film: starting with the brand new technology of 3D-filming and finishing with unexpected and very beautiful interpretation of Lewis Carroll’s fairy tales. Tim Burton, who is able to combine the mysterious gloom with the optimistic and bright colours, didn’t attempt to exceed his forerunners. He simply made up his own Wonderland and sent there his own Alice, who grew up and was ready for great deeds.1

Excellent actors’ cast including Mia Wasikowska, Helen Bonem Carter, Johnny Depp, Crispin Glover etc., original make-up and dynamic fairy tale plot placed the film among real cinema phenomena of the 2010. At the same time Burton’s characters speak true Carroll’s language, experience real feelings and face scary ordeals. So, Tim Burton’s “Alice in Wonderland” is tremendous... and interesting...

3. Conclusion


Carroll had been working on his book for a long time and re-wrote it several times. This handwritten fairy tale, presented to Alice Liddel, was called “Alice adventures in Underland” and was illustrated personally by the author. Carroll glued the photo of seven-year-old Alice down to the last page of his handwritten tale. 

Long time ago this tale became the world culture heritage. Its destiny is unique. Written for children, it managed not only to enter the adult classic literature, but it still attracts attention in the midst of humanities and exact sciences. The interest towards this book can’t be called occasional, as its author intuitively anticipated many things, that only decades after were known to science; the author’s scientific researches were perfectly expressed in his fairy tales. Both “Alice in Wonderland” and “Through the Looking-Glass” emerged on the cross-road, the meeting point between art and science, which explains the specific features of the book and breadth of interest towards it. 

In my point of view, Tim Burton’s film turned out to be worthy of its literature original. It’s really tremendous... and interesting! 

Summing up, I consider the aims and problems set to be successfully completed. 
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