The choosy bride: Elisabeth I 
I love History very much. I spend a lot of time at home reading History books. I tried to translate some stories from English into Russian.  I am very interested in Ivan IV Groznyi and Elisabeth's I time and their relations.
Elisabeth I (1533-1603) was the Queen of Great Britain. She  played an  important role in the country and she had a difficult way to the throne.
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She was the last of the Tudors, died unmarried and childless. Strong and clever, Elizabeth had a body "of a weak and feeble woman", she had "the heart and stomach of a king"

She received a renaissance education and read widely Greek and Latin classics. Elisabeth not only knew Greek and Latin, but also spoke Italian, French and Spanish fluently. She became a great patron of the arts, gathering around herself a flock of courtiers that included most of the best writers of her days. England had a period of peace  with commercial and maritime interests which prospered , and the word 'Elizabeth'  came to signify the English renaissance at its full swing.
She encouraged trade and exploration, especially with  the American, and was a clever diplomat. France and Spain, European strongest powers at the start of Elisabeth's reign, sought to dominate England. England defeated France and Spain and their plans failed.
At the time of Queen Elisabeth I England and Spain were enemies. Elisabeth I allowed Francis Drake, an experienced sea captain, to rob and steal from Spain's colonies, as long he did unofficially. 
In 1583 Queen Elisabeth I came to visit Francis Drake on the his ship Golden Hind. The Spanish Ambassador wanted the Queen to punish Francis Drake, but Elisabeth made him a knight instead. Thhis made the Spanish Ambassador very upset, but all the English were very happy. In 1588, Spain planned to invade England with a great fleet of ships(or armada). When the Spanish armada finally sailed towards England, Drake helped to defeat the fleet in the English Cannel.
Elizabeth I still means to the English more than any other royals together. With her at the beginning of the XVI century, Britain ruled on the sea, breaking the Spanish "Armada.
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Ivan IV (1530 – 1584) was the first Tsar of Russia. It was not an easy way to the throne for him too. He founded an empire and a really powerful nation. Ivan was intelligent, strong, but he could break down very easily.
Ivan, the fourth, “Terrible," contributed to  trade and arts development of Russia. The epithet "Grozny" is associated with might, power and strictness, rather than poor performance, horror or cruelty. Some authors more accurately translate it into modern English as Ivan the Awesome.
Ivan the Terrible was the first Grand Prince ,officially crowned tsar. With his reign, Russia became a fully autocratic state. He succeeded to the throne at the age of three and regents ruled for him until at the age of 16 he crowned himself tsar and became "Tsar of All Russia"  in 1547.

The early part of his reign was devoted to peaceful reforms and modernization. Ivan revised the law code, created a regular army, established the Zemsky Sobor (the council of the nobles) and subordinated the church to the state, making a system of rituals and regulations.

Ivan formed new trading connections, opening up the White Sea and the port of Archangel to English merchants.
 Richard Chancellor (died 1556) was an English explorer and navigator; the first to penetrate to the White Sea and establish relations with Russia.
When Tsar Ivan the Terrible heard of Chancellor's arrival  on 24 August 1553, he immediately invited the exotic guest to visit Moscow for an audience at the royal court. Chancellor made the journey of over 600 miles (over 1000 kilometres) to Moscow through snow and ice covered country. He found Moscow large (much larger than London) and primitively built, most houses being constructed of wood. However, the palace of the tsar was very luxurious. The Russian tsar was pleased to open the sea trading routes with England and other countries, as Russia did not yet have a connection with the Baltic Sea at the time and the entire area was dominated by the neighbouring powers of the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth and the Swedish Empire. In addition, the Hanseatic League had a monopoly on the trade between Russia and Central and Western Europe. Chancellor was no less optimistic, finding a good market for his English wool, and receiving furs and other Russian goods in return. The Tsar gave him letters for England inviting British traders and promising trade privileges.
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Ivan the Terrible invited Chancellor to Moscow and told him to give him every possible comfort on the road. Chancellor wrote about Moscow:

"Moscow itself is very large. I think the city as a whole more than the London suburbs with. But it is built very tough and is without any order. All the houses are wooden, which is very dangerous in a fire on. There is in Moscow a beautiful castle, high walls which are built of brick. The king lives in a castle in which there are nine beautiful churches and their clergy. "

Ivan 1V took over Kazan and Astrakhan Khanates in the east. He had St. Basil's Cathedral constructed in Moscow to commemorate the taking of Kazan. Legend says that he was so impressed with the structure that he had the architects blinded, so that they could never design anything as beautiful again. 

Ivan IV was undoubtedly a man of great natural ability. His political foresight was extraordinary.
Ivan IV did much for Russian culture and commerce. He initiated the discovery of Sibiria, established commercial links with England, centralized the administration of Russia, and created a powerful Russian State.

Ivan the Terrible contributed to the advancement of Russia as a global power. He developed trade, engaged Russia in a relationship with England, invited craftsmen to teach Moscow citizens new trades, expanded the borders of the state, and encouraged learning.
I want to tell you about one event that happened at that period:
In 1567 year Ivan Vasilievich asked English Queen Elisabeth I to marry him. Also he asked for permission to come to England. Elisabeth I was a very clever person. She didn't accept the first proposal but she accepted his second one. She said that Ivan IV could come to England as a private person. However Ivan IV got offended and didn't go to England.
In 1570 he wrote rather impolite letter to the queen calling her just an ordinary person, who didn't have enough power to decide her destiny. Nobody else could address the English queen in this way that time, but Ivan IV was sure that Elisabeth wasn't worth special attitude, as she was just a woman
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At the end of his life Ivan IV in 1582 wrote to Elisabeth I again. He wanted to marry her niece Mary Gastings. But Elisabeth I didn't accept his proposal. She understood that Ivan IV just wanted to leave Russia, because England seemed much safer place than Russia at the moment. And, of course his "marriage project" failed. The project like that looks strange because of distance between Russia and England. 
I like History of Russia most of all. I think that to know History today is necessary for every educated person. I would like to learn more about the little-known events like this.
 Памятный камень англичанину   «Ричарду Ченслеру, капитану “Эдуарда Бонавентуры”, Лондон, с чьим приходом сюда 24 августа 1553 года начались регулярные отношения России с Англией» 1998
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