The Mother of the Barbie Doll
 Every seven seconds a new child is born on our planet. It is either a boy or a girl. When they grow up a little their worlds become a little different. Boys tend to play with cars and balls while girls tend to play with dolls. My story is about a person, who changed the world of girls. Her creation made her one of the most famous and richest women in world. It has already been around 50 years. Did you guess the person I’m telling you about? Did you guess the name of her creation? Of course, it is Ruth Handler, the “mother” of Barbie doll. I’m sure that Ruth Handler really changed the world of girls for the better
[bookmark: _GoBack]  I think there is no one on the planet who doesn't know a Barbie doll. Most American women who are younger than 50, played with Barbie dolls as a child. Barbie is a children's toy for girls between 3 - 12 years of age. It is an 11 1/2 inch plastic vinyl fashion doll produced by Mattel, Inc.  It first appeared in March 1959.  In Europe shops began to sell Barbie dolls in 1961.   
American businesswoman Ruth Handler (1916-2002) created this doll. In the mid 1950’s when Ruth Handler was visiting Switzerland, she bought a Lilli doll. Lilli was a shapely, pretty fashion doll first made in 1955. In Europe that doll was not for children. One day Ruth Handler saw her daughter Barbara play with paper dolls. Ruth thought that girls would enjoy a 3-D doll with clothes they could change. Ruth knew what she wanted Barbie to look like. She used a German doll as a model. Ruth Handler named the doll Barbie after her daughter Barbara.
   The doll first appeared at the American International Toy Fair in New York on March 9, 1959. This date is Barbie's official birthday. The first Barbie doll had a black and white zebra striped swimsuit and topknot ponytail either blonde or brunette. The doll was marketed as a "Teen-age Fashion Model." Mattel fashion designer Charlotte Johnson created her clothes. The first Barbie dolls were manufactured in Japan. Clothes for the doll were hand-stitched by Japanese homeworkers. Adults were not quite impressed with this doll. But girls were; they went mad about her. Mattel had a sales record during the very first year. They sold 351,000 dolls at $3.00 each. 
     In the early 1960s Ruth Handler and Mattel understood the power of marketing.  Barbie is probably the most marketed doll in history. Other old favorite dolls couldn't compete when the Barbie television marketing started. Barbie became a dream doll for millions of girls of America
Later the Handlers decided to manufacture Barbie’s boyfriend and name him Ken after their second child, Kenneth. 1964 Barbie's little sister Skipper is introduced.  Now Barbie has some siblings and many friends. 
Barbie has many careers: from doctor and rock-singer to presidential candidates. Supermodel Twiggy became biggest "celebrity" in Barbie's family. It was sold in 1967. There is also Barbie in “Military style”.
 Barbie has always been made by Mattel Inc. Though various other companies have produced Barbie licensed products (clothing, books, toys). The traditional colour of Barbie branded goods is pink. Barbie products include not only dolls, clothes and accessories, but also Barbie branded goods such as books, fashion items and video games. 
Many prototypes of Barbie dolls are sold in the world — "pirated" and officially manufactured. The Muslim prototype is called Fulla. The Iranian government has banned Barbie doll, because they think it is destructive for Iranian culture. 
Barbie doll was 50 in March 2009. In honour of Barbie’s 50th birthday Mattel has remanufactured some old models, for example a 1986 Rocker in a pink wig. Also new this year was The Hollywood Movie Star™ Collection featuring Barbie doll as a glamorous movie star. There are many Barbie collectibles; some of them are really very expensive.
Some people don’t like Barbie doll, they say that manufacturers make a standard of beauty. And many girls and young women try to be like the doll. It is a Barbie syndrome. There are some unusual facts about it. American Cindy Jackson hated her body structure and had made 29 plastic operations so as to look like her favorite idol “Barbie” doll. 
I am sure that thanks to Ruth Handler Barbie has become a cultural icon. This doll has honours that are rare in the toy world. In 1976 Americans placed Barbie to the time capsule which will be opened in 2076. Millions of girls all over the world play with Barbie dolls nowadays. These dolls are sold in 150 countries of the world. And it is all thanks to Barbie’s “mother” Ruth Handler. 
In recent years, though, Barbie has faced a strong competition from the Bratz dolls. 
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