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Introduction 

The world of politics is famous for many outstanding politicians. The majority of them are men. You can hardly find a person who does not know Gorge Washington, Peter the Great, Winston Churchill, Ronald Regan, Mikhail Gorbachyov, Vladimir Putin and many others. 
It is nearly impossible to find a woman – politician. It happens so thanks to some reasons. First of all, historically a woman's place is considered to be in the home. Women are born to be good housewives and mothers. They are trained for this from childhood. Besides, the world of politics is so severe that it is difficult for a woman to survive in it. 
I have been learning English and I have noticed that British history is famous for women – the heads of the country.

The year of 2010 will be a jubilee year for one of the most famous woman-politicians of the modern times. Her name is Margaret Thatcher. She was the only woman - Prime minister of the United Kingdom.
Margaret’s Early Life

Margaret Roberts was born in Grantham Lincolnshire, on 13th October, 1925. 
She spent her childhood with her elder sister in the town of Grantham, where her father owned two grocery shops. Her father was a local politician and religious activist, serving as an Alderman and Methodist preacher. 
Margaret Roberts was brought up a strict Methodist by her father. She attended Huntingtower Road Primary School. There she won a scholarship to Kesteven and Grantham Girls' School. Her school reports show hard work and commitment. Her main interests were hockey, swimming and walking. Finishing school during Second World War, Margaret entered Somerville College, Oxford. She went to Oxford in 1943 and studied Natural Sciences, specializing in Chemistry.
 She became President of the Oxford University Conservative Association in 1946, the third woman to hold the post. 
In 1946 Margaret took the Final Honour School examination, and became a Second Class Bachelor of Arts degree. 
She studied crystallography and received a postgraduate BSc degree in 1947. Three years later, in 1950, she achieved a Master of Arts advanced degree.
Margaret worked as a research chemist for BX Plastics in Colchester in Essex. During this time she joined the local Conservative Association and attended the party conference at Llandudno in 1948, as a representative of the University Graduate Conservative Association. She was also a member of the Association of Scientific Workers. 
In January 1949, a friend from Oxford told her that they were looking for candidates. After a short period, she became the Conservative candidate, and she moved to Dartford, Kent, to stand for election as a Member of Parliament. To support herself during this period, she went to work for J. Lyons and Co., where she helped develop methods for preserving ice cream and was paid £500 per year. 
Later she studied law and became a barrister.

Beginning of the Political Career
On 13th December, 1951 Margaret married Denis Thatcher, a successful businessman. She devoted much time to her political career. Margaret Thatcher was elected as a member of the Conservative Party to represent Finchley in October 1959. Two years later she joined the government of Harold Macmillan as a joint parliamentary secretary for Pensions and National Insurance. 
In the 1964 General Election the Conservative Party was defeated. The leader of the Labour party Harold Wilson became the new prime minister. Edward Heath, the new leader of the Conservatives, appointed Margaret as Opposition Spokesman on Pensions and National Insurance. She later held opposition posts on Housing (October 1965), Treasury (April 1966), Fuel and Power (October 1967), Transport (November, 1968) and Education (October, 1969).
After the victory of the Conservative in the 1970 General Election, Thatcher became Secretary of State for Education and Science. Her policy was not very popular as in October 1970 she brought an end to free school milk for children over seven and increased school meal charges. 
Edward Heath, the prime minister had conflict with the trade unions over his attempts to impose a prices and incomes policy. Heath failed to get a majority and Harold Wilson and the Labour Party returned to power.
 In January 1975 Thatcher became the leader of the Conservative Party. On 4th February Thatcher defeated Heath by 130 votes to 119 and became the first woman leader of a major political party. Heath took the defeat badly and refused to serve in Thatcher's shadow cabinet. 
In 1978 the Chancellor of the Exchequer, Denis Healey, began imposing tight monetary controls. This caused deep cuts in public spending on education and health. In 1978 these public spending cuts led to a wave of strikes and the Labour Party was easily defeated in the 1979 General Election. 
 Thatcher now became the first woman in Britain to become prime minister. 

First Government
It can’t be said that Margaret Thatcher’s policy was popular and approved by most of people.
Thatcher's government continued the monetarist policies, which was introduced by Denis Healey. She began her economic reforms by increasing interest rates to try to slow the growth of the money supply. She also limited the printing of money. Inflation was reduced but unemployment doubled between 1979 and 1980. 
In November 1979 Thatcher attended a summit meeting of the European Economic Community. There the new Prime minister tried to renegotiate Britain's contribution to the EEC budget.
In 1981, Sir Geoffrey Howe, the Chancellor of the Exchequer, announced further public spending cuts. She introduced cash limits on public spending and reduced expenditures on social services such as education and housing. Later, in 1985 the University of Oxford voted to refuse Thatcher an honorary degree in protest against her cuts in funding for higher education. 
Some politicians called Margaret Thatcher’s policies "dry" policies and expressed doubt over Thatcher's. 

Attitude to Terrorism
Thatcher's attitude to terrorism was approved by the British people. She exercised political violence. She first demonstrated it during the 1980 siege of the Iranian embassy in Princes Gate, London. 26 hostages were held by six gunmen for six days in May, until the siege came to an end with a successful raid by SAS commandos. 

Later that day, 'Thatcher went to congratulate the SAS men. The breaking of the siege by the SAS was later celebrated by the public as one of television's greatest moments. 

She turned out to be decisive and it became Thatcher's trademark, and a source of her popularity. The storming of the Iranian Embassy had shown that Britain could meet terror with counter.
Commenting on the SAS's action, social services secretary Norman Fowler agreed: 'Mrs. Thatcher attracted public support because she seemed to be taking action which the public overwhelmingly thought was right but never thought any government would have the nerve to carry out.’ 
Anglo-Irish Relations
One of the most important questions of the British policy is its relationships with Northern Ireland. 

There was a hunger strike in Northern Ireland's Maze Prison. A number of Provisional IRA and Irish National Liberation Army prisoners began it to regain the status of political prisoners. This status was revoked five years earlier under the preceding Labour government. 
Thatcher refused to return political status for the prisoners, famously declaring "Crime is crime is crime; it is not political" and felt that Britain should not negotiate with terrorists. However, the British government made private contact with republican leaders in order to bring the hunger strikes to an end. Besides, some rights were restored to paramilitary prisoners, but official recognition of political status was not granted. 
On the early morning of the 12th of October 1984 there was Brighton hotel bombing during the Conservative Party Conference when Margaret Thatcher’s hotel room was bombed by the Provisional Irish Republican Army. Thatcher escaped injury by chance. Five people died in the attack, including Roberta Wakeham, wife of the government's Chief Whip John Wakeham, and the Conservative MP Sir Anthony Berry. 

Thatcher herself would have been injured if she had been having the bathroom. She insisted that the conference open on time. The next day she made her speech as planned. Her gesture won widespread approval across the politicians.

On 15 November 1985, Thatcher and FitzGerald signed the Hillsborough Anglo-Irish Agreement; the first time a British government gave the Republic of Ireland an advisory role in the governance of Northern Ireland. 
Later that year, Anglo-Irish Inter-Governmental Council was established to act as a forum for meetings between the two governments.  

Falklands War
On 2nd April 1982 Argentina invaded the Falkland Islands and South Georgia, British overseas territories. The following day the United Nations demanded Argentina to withdraw from the Falklands. On 5th April the British Navy left Portsmouth for the Falklands. On 2nd May 1982 the Argentinean battleship General Belgrano was sunk. Argentina surrendered on 14 June and the operation was a great success. 
On 26 July 1982, a service of thanksgiving for the victory was held in St Paul's Cathedral, and the Archbishop of Canterury Robert Runcie delivered a sermon which asked the congregation to share the grief of both British and Argentinian mourners alike. Thatcher did not approve and she agreed with some Tory MPs who saw the Runcie sermon as proof that the Government still had many enemies. 

However the victory in the South Atlantic caused a wave of patriotic enthusiasm and support for the government. Thatcher's rating rose from 30% to 59%, as measured by Mori, and from 29% to 52%, according to Gallup. The Conservative Party won the 1983 General Election with a majority of 144.
Second Government
Thatcher's government continued its policy of reducing the power of the trade unions. Several unions organized strikes in response, but these actions collapsed. The changes were chiefly focused on preventing the repeating of the large-scale industrial actions of the 1970s. The reforms were also aimed to democratise the unions, and return power to the members. 
Margaret Thatcher’s second premiership was marked by year-long strikes of mineworkers. Police tactics during the strikes was criticized by civil libertarians. But on the other hand, the images of crowds of militant miners attempting to prevent other miners from working proved a shock even to some supporters of the strikes. 
The miners' strike lasted a full year before it came to an end. Conservative governments closed all but 15 of the country's pits, with the remaining 15 being sold off and privatised in 1994. 
The defeat of the miners' strike led to a long period of demoralisation in the whole of the trade union movement. Nigel Lawson, Chancellor of the Exchequer, said later:

“The miners' strike was the central political event of the second Thatcher Administration. …. so the eventual defeat of the NUM etched in the public mind the end of militant trade unionism which had wrecked the economy and twice played a major part in driving elected governments from office.”

Apartheid
On the one hand, the Thatcher government opposed the apartheid policy of the white-minority government of South Africa. On the other hand, it resisted international pressure to impose economic sanctions on the former colony. There the United Kingdom was the biggest foreign investor and principal trading partner.

 At the end of March 1984, four South Africans were arrested in Coventry and charged with smuggling of military equipment to South Africa. Thatcher took a personal interest in this case and requested daily summaries of the case. Within a month, the arrested had been freed from jail. They travelled to South Africa, on condition that they returned to England for their trial later that year. However in August 1984 South African foreign minister Pik Botha paid £200,000 bail money for them.

In June 1984 P. W. Botha, the first South African premier was on a visit to Britain. It was the first visit since his nation had left the Commonwealth in 1961. The attitude of the opposition to the visit was rather negative. In talks at Chequers Thatcher told Botha the policy of racial separation was 'unacceptable'. She wanted him to free jailed black leader Nelson Mandela; to halt the harassment of black dissidents; to stop the bombing of African National Congress (ANC) guerrilla bases in front-line states; and to comply with UN Security Council resolutions and withdraw from Namibia. 
Thatcher considered Botha's visit as an encouragement to reform, but he ignored her concern over Mandela's fate. Although a new constitution brought coloured people of mixed race and Indians into a tricameral assembly, 22 million blacks continued to be excluded from the representation. 
In July 1985 Thatcher, supported Helen Suzman, a South African anti-apartheid MP, who reaffirmed her belief that economic sanctions against Pretoria would be immoral because they would make thousands of black workers unemployed. She characterised industry as the instrument that was breaking down apartheid. She also believed sanctions would disproportionately injure Britain and neighbouring African countries, and insisted on political and military measures as more effective. 
To demonstrate her opposition to economic sanctions Thatcher visited anti-apartheid activists, including South African bishop Desmond Tutu, whom she met in London.

At a Commonwealth summit in Nassau in October 1985 Thatcher agreed to impose limited sanctions and to set up a contact group to promote a dialogue with Pretoria. She did it under pressure of the Third World leaders, including Indian Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi and Malaysian Prime Minister Mahathir Mohamad. 
During her third government Thatcher continued to demand freedom for Nelson Mandela and finally he was freed. Mandela spoke of his respect for Thatcher, even expressing disappointment that she would not be the very first person he would see on release from prison.
Privatisation
Thatcher's political and economic policy reduced state intervention, free markets, and entrepreneurialism. In this way Thatcher's government also raised money by a programme of privatization. She experimented in selling off a small nationalised company, the National Freight Company, to its workers, with a surprisingly positive response. This included the denationalization of British Telecom, British Airways, Rolls Royce and British Steel. Many people took advantage of share offers, although many sold their shares immediately for a quick profit. 
During this period public opinion polls suggested that Thatcher was the most unpopular prime minister in British history.

The term "Thatcherism" appeared and it referred to her policies, her personal style, including moral absolutism, nationalism, interest in the individual, and an uncompromising approach to achieving political goals. 

The policy of privatisation has become synonymous with Thatcherism and was also followed by Tony Blair's government.
Though Margaret Thatcher’s policy wasn’t welcomed by the British, American author Claire Berlinski
, who wrote the biography There Is No Alternative: Why Margaret Thatcher Matters, argues that it was this Thatcherism, that set the United Kingdom on the path to recovery and long term growth.
Cold War
Thatcher supported United States President Ronald Reagan's policies of deterrence against the Soviets. Margaret Thatcher permitted U.S. forces to set up nuclear cruise missiles at British bases, arousing mass protests by the Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament. 
However, she later was the first Western leader to welcome the rise of the Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev. At the funeral of Konstantin Chernenko on 13th March 1985, Thatcher met the new leader Mikhail Gorbachev. Thatcher's views on the Soviet Union changed after Gorbachev announced his new policy of Perestroika (Restructuring). 

Margaret Thatcher declared that she liked him and described him as "a man we can do business with" after a meeting in 1984, three months before he came to power.  This was the beginning of a new cooperation with the USSR under Gorbachev's leadership. 
Thatcher outlasted the Cold War, which ended in 1989. Those who share her views on it credit her with a part in the West's victory. The West won the Cold War 'without firing a shot', Thatcher said, because the Soviet Union would not risk confrontation with its armed forces. 
Relationship with the Queen
As Prime Minister, Thatcher met weekly with Queen Elizabeth II to discuss government questions.  She was six months older than the Queen. The media often said that they did not get on quite well. But people who surrounded  Thatcher said that Margaret had the deepest respect for the Queen and all her family.

They demonstrated agreement on some questions and some questions were desputable.  Their relationship was characterised as pragmatic and without any personal antagonism. 

After Thatcher's retirement a senior Palace source again dismissed as "nonsense" the "stereotyped idea" that she had not got along with the Queen or that they had fallen out over Thatcherite policies. Thatcher herself declared that "stories of clashes between 'two powerful women' were too good not to make up ... I always found the Queen's attitude towards the work of the Government absolutely correct"

Third Government
Having won the 1987 general election, Margaret Thatcher became the longest continuously serving British prime minister since Lord Liverpool (1812 to 1827), and the first to win three successive elections since Lord Palmerston in 1865.

Despite her third straight victory she remained a polarising figure.

The Thatcher government's economic record was mixed. On the one hand, there was a modest revival of British fortunes. Real gross domestic product had grown by 26.8%. However under Thatcherite management the macro-economy was unstable
Welfare reforms in her third term created an adult Employment Training system that included full-time work done for the dole plus a £10 top-up, on the workfare model from the United States.

Thatcher, the former chemist, became publicly concerned with the environment in the late 1980s. In 1988, she spoke about the problems of global warming, ozone depletion and acid rain. In 1990, she opened the Hadley Centre for climate prediction and research. 

At Bruges, Belgium, in 1988, Thatcher made a speech in which she outlined her opposition to proposals from the European Community for a federal structure and increasing centralisation of decision-making. Although she had supported British membership, Thatcher believed that the role of the EC should be limited.

Thatcher's popularity once again declined, in 1989, as the economy suffered from high interest rates imposed to temper a potentially unsustainable boom. She blamed her Chancellor, Nigel Lawson, who had been following an economic policy which was a preparation for monetary union. Thatcher claimed not to have been told of this and did not approve. 
 Thatcher's system of local taxation was among the most unpopular policies of her premiership. The Prime Minister's popularity declined in 1989 as she continued to refuse to compromise on the tax. 

Early on the morning of 22 November, 1990, the 65-year-old Prime Minister announced to the Cabinet that she would not be a candidate in the second ballot. Thatcher informed the Queen of her decision, and a statement was released from 10 Downing Street at 09.34.
Present Life

Mrs Thatcher retired from the House at the 1992 election, at the age of 66 years; she said that leaving the Commons would allow her more freedom to speak her mind. 

Margaret Thatcher became a peer in House of Lords in 1992 by getting a life peerage as Baroness Thatcher, of Kesteven in the County of Lincolnshire. 

After leaving the House of Commons, Thatcher remained active in politics. She wrote two volumes of memoirs: The Downing Street Years, published in 1993 and The Path to Power published in 1995

In August 1992 Thatcher called for NATO to stop the Serbian assault on Goražde and Sarajevo in order to end ethnic cleansing and to preserve the Bosnian state. 
From 1993 to 2000, Lady Thatcher served as Chancellor of the College of William and Mary in Virginia, whichis the sole royal foundation in the contiguous United States. She was also Chancellor of the University of Buckingham, the UK's only private university.

Lady Thatcher visited former Chilean president Augusto Pinochet, once a key British ally during the 1982 Falklands War, while he was under house arrest in Surrey in 1998 Thatcher expressed her support and friendship for Pinochet thanking him for his support in 1982 and for "bringing democracy to Chile."

Thatcher was widowed upon the death of Sir Denis Thatcher on 26 June 2003. A funeral service was held honouring him at the Royal Hospital in Chelsea on 3 July with Thatcher present, as well as her children Mark and Carol. Thatcher paid tribute to him by saying, "Being Prime Minister is a lonely job. In a sense, it ought to be—you cannot lead from a crowd. But with Denis there I was never alone. What a man. What a husband. What a friend".

Thatcher travelled to the United States to attend the state funeral service for former US President Ronald Reagan and one of her closest friends at the National Cathedral in Washington, D.C. 

Thatcher celebrated her 80th birthday at the Mandarin Oriental Hotel in Hyde Park, London on 13 October 2005. among the guests there was the Queen, The Duke of Edinburgh, Princess Alexandra and Tony Blair. There, Geoffrey Howe, now Lord Howe of Aberavon, said of his former boss, "Her real triumph was to have transformed not just one party but two, so that when Labour did eventually return, the great bulk of Thatcherism was accepted as irreversible."
 
In 2006, Thatcher attended the official Washington, D.C. memorial service to commemorate the fifth anniversary of the 11 September 2001 attacks on the United States. She attended as a guest of the US Vice President, Dick Cheney, and met with US Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice during her visit. On 12 November, she appeared at the Remembrance Day parade at the Cenotaph in London.
 In February 2007, she became the first Prime Minister of the United Kingdom to be honoured with a statue in the Houses of Parliament while still living. The statue is made of bronze and stands opposite her political hero and predecessor, Sir Winston Churchill. She made a brief speech in the members' lobby of the House of Commons, reposting, "I might have preferred iron — but bronze will do... It won't rust."
 The statue shows her as if she were addressing the House of Commons, with her right arm outstretched. Thatcher said she was thrilled with it. 
On 13 September 2007, Thatcher was invited to 10 Downing Street to have tea with Prime Minister Gordon Brown and his wife, Sarah. Brown referred to Lady Thatcher as a "conviction politician." 
In May 2009, she traveled to Rome to meet Pope Benedict XVI in a private audience at the Vatican. She had previously met Paul VI in 1977 and John Paul II in 1980. 
Lady Thatcher’s portrait, created by  the artist, Richard Stone, was placed in the residence of Prime Ministers in London.  It is a rare honour for a living Prime Minister to have a painted portrait hanging in the Prime Minister's residence: all other living prime ministers having photographs only that line the stair walls of Number 10. Baroness Thatcher and only two other Prime Ministers, Sir Winston Churchill and David Lloyd George, have hung painted portraits on display in Number 10 Downing Street. 
Conclusion 
In conclusion it should be mentioned that critics and supporters alike recognise the Thatcher premiership as a period of fundamental importance in British history. Her Premiership of Margaret Thatcher was the longest in the history of the United Kingdom. It began on 4 May 1979, with a wish to reduce the role of the state in the economy. Thatcher wanted the country to assert a higher level of influence and leadership in international affairs.
 She was a philosophic soul-mate of Ronald Reagan, elected in 1980 in the United States, and Brian Mulroney, who was elected in 1984 in Canada. 
Conservatism now became the new dominant political philosophy in many Western Nations. Indeed after years of socialist political dominance, Thatcher would go on to radically transform Britain more so than other leaders in Britain since the Second World War.
Unfortunately, my lyceum mates know little about Margaret Thatcher. Only 28% know that Margaret Thatcher was a prime minister. And 20% of students know that she was the leader of the Conservative party. As for the nickname, pupils think that Margaret Thatcher has a nickname Iron Lady because she was tough (24%), clever (4%), she reached her purpose by all means (8%) and 60% of pupils has no idea about her nickname. 
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