The talents of Bashkiria (Yury Raksha)

Many talented and famous people came from Bashkiria, my native republic. Yury Raksha was one of them.
Yury Mikhailovich Raksha came into this world in Dec. 2, 1937 and left it in Sept. 1, 1980.  He was a good Soviet artist - an excellent painter, known producer, graphic. He could often be seen  in the Far Eastern taiga, or on the grounds of Petroleum Geologists or at the Baikal-Amur Mainline. He was doing sketches, drawings, and then, returning to Moscow, and thinking over what he had seen, he wrote his works. Nature has always remained for him a temple and a workshop in which he was a parishioner and artisan. He has fruitfully worked and remained   in the paintings, his own paintings, now preserved in many famous museums.
He was born in a family of employees on the outskirts of my native town Ufa. The first years of his life were similar to the childhood of the most of his peers. This similarity was in a terrible feeling of constant hunger, which is in the human memory during  the whole  life.
His favorite book «History of the Civil War in the USSR»  helped him forget this feeling of hunger. There were many photos, drawings and wide margin in the book where he could draw.  The artist remembered: "The windows in our barracks  room are curtained with black, it is cold , and I sit and draw my own battles." The real treasure for Yury was his only  pencil. The pencil was  simple and very cheap, but there was not   another ,  and it was stolen. His grief  remained inconsolable - for a whole week he did not go to school .
By chance he discovered the existence of  the art studio in the House of Culture named after Kalinin  in Ufa. Yury began regularly attending  classes. In those years magazine "Ogonyok" published in each issue  reproductions of paintings by prominent Russian artists-classics.   The young artist carefully cut them out  gradually gathering them in the collection "Tretyakov`s home." 
In 1954, after the eighth form Raksha went to Moscow. But he was late for the exams at art school . In  Moscow, he lived with his father's brother, who worked as a polisher. Once , polishing floors in one apartment, he showed  drawings of his nephew to the owner of this department. It was a member of the Academy of Fine Arts, twice winner of the Stalin Prize Dmitry Nalbandian. He took pictures of Yury to the director of the secondary school of art at the Institute named after V.I. Surikov. A talented young man without hesitation was immediately enrolled  to the fifth grade.
With the silver medal  Raksha entered the faculty of artists of the All-Union State Institute of cinematography  and graduated it with honor in 1963.
For fifteen years he served as an art director in  Mosfilm studio. He took part  in the creation of many  films. We remember these films:  "Time, forward!", "Dersu Uzala", "Ascent" ... Film, future work on it  the artist perceived as an essay. A work must have its own program. The word "program" the artist Raksha understand as "design direction". 
The museum of Mosfilm studio keeps a lot that tells about Yuri Raksha. For example, at a press conference after the presentation of the film "Dersu Uzala" with « Oscar», its director Akira Kurosawa said, "... Yuri Raksha, with whom I was fortunate enough to work is 
 the most experienced, talented professional and expert in his business ..." Although the most part of the film was shot in an authentic Far Eastern taiga, the so-called natural taiga was created, of course, by the participants of the shooting  and in the first place it was artistic director Yury Raksha. There were no details; everything had to work for the future drama of the film. Autumn leaves were painted with bronze for a halo effect. The nature of this film was an actor in the truest sense of the word.
Work in cinematography creatively enriched Yury  Raksha. However, he felt that it was increasingly difficult to "serve two muses" - film and painting. He had to choose.  He needed the freedom, and the possibility  to express himself creatively, deeper and more fully.  During his life  Yury Raksha had not a single of his solo exhibition, he participated only in the collective. It is true that shortly before leaving this life he knew about the upcoming in November 1980 his first personalized exhibition on Kuznetsky Most in Moscow...
"As in a mirror, we look to the world and are reflected in it - wrote Yury Raksha,  paintings  are reflection of the world and of the artist himself ... "Yes, the artist's personality, his essence is the creation, making by him. And  only in it. Cinematic experience creatively embodied in many beautiful designs. So, draft for the film " Believe - not believe" was the basis and prototype to the film "Our bore». This picture of the artist, like many others of his paintings, has  sold  around the world in hundreds of prints and postcards. Written by the artist in the contrast of warm and cold tones, it appears before the audience as a girl- lab technitian, taking  a sample of oil. Yury Raksha always portrayed his characters in the most important moments of their life and work.                                                                                                                                             The first significant work of Yury Raksha became his painting «Regeneration» the embodiment of the idea of timeless beauty and the harmony of the world. Emotional perception and philosophical understanding of  life  was the main program which came to the artist and which he was solving up to the end of his life
In May of 1971 artist at the age of thirty wrote in his diary   "Talent  is a compassion ... a talented person from the ordinary   differs level of compassion." Yury  Raksha`s compassion came    from his childhood in the rear  city of  Ufa.  One of his paintings is  called  simply and accurately  "Rear". A young and very tired woman is looking at us, she  is  thoughtful. A minute later she again will take her  spade  and continue to dig  up potatoes. At her feet a little girl sat She  is sorting potato. Behind  the  tired woman there is a thin  boy, he is holding an open  bag. Grandma  is  pouring  a bucket of dug potatoes there. In the background of the picture there is a wheelbarrow with the shafts, which, like anti-aircraft guns, aim at the sky. Hard life!.. But from the emaciated face of woman, from the bent figure of the girl goes to the audience the light of hope and caring kindness... 
Yury did not remember his mother when she was  young. She worked in a factory as a laborer. War, famine after war... And by 1950, when his father came home after war, his mother, as son recalled, was quite an old woman. But  the  artist devoted his picture, which is  called  "My mom" to this woman whose youth he did not catch and did not remember but which he managed to feel . Part of the girl's  room in the made of boards barracks. One of the  beds is covered with a patchwork, obviously  rural blanket. Man is seen outside the window. He is waiting for the girl, blonde and barefoot, who is  standing in the middle of the room. This Painting has brought Yury Raksha  enormous popularity. Visiting a creative mission, an artist was happy to see his work  in the driver's cabin of the machine, the workers' hostels, the  builders` wagons of BAM ... Everything was familiar in the picture, all recognizable, all remind  something  memorable and  cherished ...
A few days before his death Yury Raksha  had finished the main thing, as he thought, the painting, devoted to the 600 anniversary of the Battle of Kulikov.  The creation of this monumental  canvas  was to master not only artistic but also the human achievement. Now, this triptych is kept in the famous Tretyakov Gallery. In that same Tretyakov, from whose reproductions of paintings  he learned to paint in Ufa, in the distant and hungry military childhood.
 Yury Raksha has created more than 150 paintings, many graphic works, hundreds of sketches for the films, illustrated nearly 20 books. His paintings are repeatedly exposed at the union and international exhibitions. Movies in which he participated as an artist-producer are the  part  of the golden fund of the Soviet cinema.
In the last hours of his life he could no longer stand at the easel but continued to paint. He died bravely and even with a smile knowing and accepting the inevitability of   what is happening.
He died with a paintbrush in his hand  and  put  his  last  stroke on canvas.                                  His earthly life ended but his creations are living, pleasing and delighting us  
Scientists of the Russian Academy of Sciences in  1984  gave  the  name  «Raksha»  to the newly discovered planet in the solar system number 3032  in honor of an outstanding artist.                                                                                                                                                

